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CANDIDATE 1
Text A: Un periódico para los ciegos

Grid K. Understanding of and response to text

The candidate shows good understanding of Texto A (Un periódico para los ciegos) and the responses he gives are largely accurate 
and very much to the point. The main facts and details required by the questions are dealt with although there is a tendency not 
to develop fully the ideas or justify the author’s points of view. He does, however, infer meaning and shows that he has clearly 
understood the salient issues raised by the text. 

Mark 8/10

Grid L. Understanding of and response to examiner

With the more general questions on the theme of the text, the candidate responds readily and fluently and makes an effort to take 
the initiative in terms of developing the topics raised by the teacher/examiner’s questions. He seems comfortable with the issues 
covered and is able to express his thoughts well. In order to access the top marks in this grid, responses need to be very prompt and 
brimming with detail at all times. 

Mark 8/10

Grid C1. Quality of language (accuracy)

In terms of the language used by the candidate, there is little doubt that he is fully able to make himself understood. He shows a 
largely secure grasp of advanced structures (he is particularly adept with the use of the subjunctive mood) and, whilst there are a 
couple of inaccuracies, on the whole he is clearly in control of Spanish grammar and syntax. 

Mark 4/5

Grid F1. Quality of language (range)

The range of vocabulary and structures overall in this section is effective and there is little repetition in the candidate’s utterances. 
His efforts to employ linguistic variety and to inject a range of linguistic complexity into his answers are good. Had there been a little 
more evidence of consistency in his application of verbal complexity, a higher mark would have been available to him. 

Mark 4/5

Total for Article 24/30
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CANDIDATE 1
Topic: ETA

Grid M. Development of ideas

In the Topic Conversation, the candidate elects to talk about the terrorist group ETA. He shows plenty of ability to develop a 
convincing range of ideas and is well able to express his thoughts and opinions articulately and maturely. The topic has been very 
well researched and he develops his line of thought remarkably well in the face of some appropriately challenging questions from 
the teacher/examiner. Factual information comes across clearly and in a way that is highly relevant to the chosen topic. There are a 
number of historical references to ETA activity over recent decades and many contemporary references to the present day situation 
in Spain. The candidate is able to offer his own opinions and points of view in a natural, free- flowing manner. 

Mark 9/10

Grid E2. Fluency, spontaneity, responsiveness

In terms of fluency, spontaneity and responsiveness the candidate responds very promptly and articulately. He gives the clear 
impression that he is comfortably in control of the conversation and is able to lead it. His thorough preparation of the facts results in 
a convincingly spontaneous performance throughout this section of the speaking test. 

Mark 5/5

Grid C1 and F1. Quality of language (accuracy and range)

The quality of the language used by the candidate in this section is very good indeed. There is much evidence of a full 
understanding of grammatical structures of an advanced, complex nature and, despite the occasional error, he scored 5/5 in Grid C.1 
for accuracy. 

In terms of linguistic range, it is very much the case that the variety of complex sentence structures coupled with the judicious use 
of relevant topic-related vocabulary are clearly enough to warrant a score of 5.

Mark 5/5

Grid G. Pronunciation, intonation

Pronunciation and intonation throughout are very good indeed. He sounds authentic more or less all the time. 

Mark 5/5

Total for Topic 29/30

Total 53/60
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CANDIDATE 2
Text C: ¿El país más pacífico de Latinoamérica?

Grid K. Understanding of and response to text

The candidate is able to deal quite well with the main points of Texto C (¿El país más pacífico de Latinoamérica?) and responds to the 
questions from the teacher/examiner with reasonable efficiency and a good degree of confidence. She seeks to develop the ideas in 
the text although she could have delved more deeply and scored a mark or two more. She is methodical in the way she attempts to 
cover all the relevant points needed, in her own view, for the answers. There is no hesitation in her responses and her performance in 
this section is good, despite the occasional misinterpretation of the text (rendering, for example, “choques callejeros con la policía” as 
“accidentes en la carretera”). 

Mark 8/10

Grid L. Understanding of and response to examiner

On the whole, she responds readily to the questions put to her. She keeps the conversation going and has few problems of 
comprehension. She occasionally loses a degree of fluency when she struggles to find the appropriate item of vocabulary (”la 
violencia en la media” is one such example) but the overall impression is positive. With the more general questions on the theme of 
the text, the candidate scored 7.

Mark 7/10

Grid C1. Quality of language (accuracy)

Linguistically, she shows evidence of a decent understanding of grammatical usage. Simple sentences are handled well in general 
terms and she articulates her thoughts and opinions with a reasonable degree of complexity of structures. There are some notable 
errors (“el crimen...es aumentando...” for example) but, overall, she manages enough consistency in her use of accurate language to be 
awarded 4 marks.

Mark 4/5

Grid F1. Quality of language (range)

Her linguistic range is largely effective and appropriate to the task. There is the occasional pause in her trail of thought but she deals 
well with this and continues to make herself understood. She actually gains more confidence as she settles down, especially in her 
understanding and response to the examiner in the second part of this first section. She makes a good attempt to introduce an 
element of variety into her utterances.

Mark 4/5

Total for Article 23/30
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CANDIDATE 2
Topic: The monarchy in Spain

Grid M. Development of ideas

In the Topic Conversation, the candidate discusses the issues relating to the monarchy in Spain.  She is well prepared for the 
discussion, having done what would appear to be a good deal of meaningful research into the topic. She develops information, 
facts and ideas in a very persuasive manner. She is able to refer to recent events and news reports in order to support her ideas 
and opinions. This particular oral test is a good example of the importance of selecting a topic for discussion that actually interests 
the candidate. She conveys a genuine sense of fascination for the issues she discusses and this helps her make a good impression 
overall. In Grid M, the candidate was awarded 8 marks.

Mark 8/10

Grid E2. Fluency, spontaneity, responsiveness

She responds readily to the questions asked and there is little hesitation in her replies. It would be fair to say that the teacher/
examiner actually learns a good deal of relevant information about the current state of the monarchy in Spain. There is a good 
degree of spontaneity and she is certainly able to keep the momentum going. Had she been able to lead the conversation a little 
more, she may well have scored an extra mark in this grid.

Mark 4/5

Grid C1. Quality of language (accuracy)

The quality of language used by the candidate in this section is good. She was awarded 4 marks for accuracy, despite the errors she 
occasionally makes especially in the more complex areas of Spanish grammar. She does enough to warrant this mark given that her 
language is generally accurate.

Mark 4/5

Grid F1. Quality of language (range)

She shows a good grasp of advanced level structures and is able to inject variety into her utterances. There are a few missed 
opportunities with the use of more advanced linguistic structures but, nevertheless, the overall impression with regard to the range 
of language used by the candidate is very positive.

Mark 5/5

Grid G. Pronunciation, intonation

Her Spanish accent and intonation throughout the test are both generally accurate, although there are occasional 
mispronunciations of some common words (“la simpatía” and “no es útil” being given inaccurately stressed vowels, for example). 
Accordingly, she was awarded 4 marks.

Mark 4/5

Total for Topic 25/30

Total 48/60
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CANDIDATE 3
Text A: Un periódico para los ciegos

Grid K. Understanding of and response to text

The candidate shows a reasonable understanding of Texto A (Un periódico para los ciegos). She supplies most of the main points from 
the article, as required by the questions put to her. However, not all the necessary points are covered in her responses and she omits 
certain key details in some of her answers. She shows some ability to infer meaning but not in a consistently convincing manner. 
More marks would have been available had the candidate manipulated the text a little more. 

Mark 6/10

Grid L. Understanding of and response to examiner

With the more general questions on the theme of the text, the candidate is able to respond in a fairly thorough manner although 
it is not always clear what point is being made. She gains credit, nevertheless, for attempting to take the initiative in terms of 
developing the topics raised. There is some ability to deal with unpredictable elements but the lack of clarity in some of her 
utterances resulted in 6 marks being awarded.

Mark 6/10

Grid C1. Quality of language (accuracy)

Linguistically, she performs in a satisfactory manner in terms of the accuracy of language used. She is able to employ some complex 
structures but then tempers this with a range of very basic grammatical errors (“la gente ciego tuve las mismas oportunidades” [sic.] for 
example). The mark awarded in Grid C1 was 3/5 given that there is a patchy and inconsistent feel to her grasp of Spanish grammar.

Mark 3/5

Grid F1. Quality of language (range)

In terms of the range of language used, the candidate was also awarded 3 marks given that her language displays some variety 
of vocabulary and idiom and she has some success in the maintenance of correct usage. It is difficult to ignore the linguistic 
inaccuracies in her utterances.

Mark 3/5

Total for Article 18/30
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CANDIDATE 3
Topic: Immigration in Spain

Grid M. Development of ideas

In the Topic Conversation, the candidate discusses the issue of immigration in Spain. She is able to develop her ideas and is quite 
comfortable when it comes to offering explanations of her points of view. Again, the candidate’s personal interest in the choice 
of topic comes across most emphatically. She is clearly well prepared for a discussion on the issues relating to immigration. Her 
responses are considered, thoughtful and are inclined to reveal a good degree of understanding of the controversial nature of the 
topic. The detailed information she offers, with an element of personal input, is both varied and relevant. 

Mark 7/10

Grid E2. Fluency, spontaneity, responsiveness

The way in which she keeps her thought processes moving along at a decent pace is very much to her credit and contributes to the 
very positive feel that this conversation has. The teacher/examiner plays an important role in this respect, asking questions at the 
right time and allowing the candidate to respond fully and convincingly. 

Mark 4/5

Grid C1. Quality of language (accuracy)

The quality of language used in this section is also good. She shows a sound grasp of advanced structures and the language 
she uses is, on the whole, reasonably accurate. She handles tenses and agreements well and despite some errors in some of her 
sentence structures she was awarded 4 marks.

Mark 4/5

Grid F1. Quality of language (range)

She injects an effective level of variety into her responses and there is little repetition. She seems a lot more at ease throughout this 
section. Again, the importance of meaningful preparation cannot be overstated. 

Mark 4/5

Grid G. Pronunciation, intonation

In terms of the candidate’s accent and intonation, these are both generally accurate. She sounds authentic most of the time 
although there are a few errors in her Spanish pronunciation. 

Mark 4/5

Total for Topic 23/30

Total 41/60
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CANDIDATE 4
Text B: El impacto de sentirse solo

Grid K. Understanding of and response to text

The candidate deals reasonably well with Texto B (El impacto de sentirse solo). She is able to supply the salient points and some detail 
from the text and she seems fairly comfortable with the notion of developing her own ideas and expressing them without resorting 
to heavy textual lifting. Her ability to paraphrase the original text is good. 

Mark 7/10

Grid L. Understanding of and response to examiner

With the general questions on the theme of the text, the candidate deals fairly well with the more basic concepts but does 
experience some difficulty in expressing herself clearly and articulately as the questions progress. There is some hesitation and some 
delay but, on the whole, she manages to deal with some of the unpredictable elements involved in the questions asked. 

Mark 6/10

Grid C1. Quality of language (accuracy)

In terms of the language used in this section, the candidate expresses herself in a way that shows evidence of a fair understanding of 
Spanish grammar. There are a number of errors in terms of the more complex areas of the language (”...es importante que toda la gente 
son diferentes...” [sic.] and on occasions the candidate makes up a lexical item in order to keep the conversation going (“la analización” 
[sic.] for example). 

Mark 3/5

Grid F1. Quality of language (range)

As far as the range of language is concerned, the mark awarded in Grid F1 was given that she does actually attempt to extend the 
range of vocabulary, albeit with mixed results. She manages to use sentences that show a degree of complexity and a range of 
structures on occasions but not enough to warrant a mark any higher than the one awarded.

Mark 3/5

Total for Article 19/30
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CANDIDATE 4
Topic: Immigration and Emigration in the Spanish speaking world

Grid M. Development of ideas

In the Topic Conversation, the candidate discusses the issue of immigration (and emigration) in the Spanish speaking world. She 
develops her ideas well and shows a degree of comfort and confidence in the expression of her own thoughts and opinions based 
on the well-researched information that she offers during the conversation. She clearly has an interest in her chosen topic. The mark 
awarded in Grid M (development of ideas) was 7. Again, the role of the examiner here is crucial to the very accessible feel of the 
conversation. The examiner asks questions to draw out information but does not interrupt the candidate when a particularly decent 
response is being offered. 

Mark 7/10

Grid E2. Fluency, spontaneity, responsiveness

The mark awarded in Grid E2 for fluency, spontaneity and responsiveness is 3. The candidate responds reasonably promptly. It is clear 
that she shows a reasonable fluency and a degree of spontaneity. Her meaningful preparation for her chosen topic helps her in this 
respect.

Mark 3/5

Grid C1. Quality of language (accuracy)

The quality of Spanish used in this section is generally acceptable in terms of accuracy. There are a number of serious errors, 
especially with verbal constructions (eg “...no pienso que la inmigración es algo enteramente negativa...” [sic.]  and  “numerosos españoles 
han emigrados de España...” [sic.]) and the candidate has occasional problems with adjectival agreement and confusion with ser and 
estar but on the whole she manages to maintain a decent pace to her utterances. 

Mark 3/5

Grid F1. Quality of language (range)

In terms of the range of the language used by the candidate in this section, there is a fairly effective attempt to indulge in a well-
intentioned variety of constructions and complex grammar, despite the fact that the end result is not always accurate. 

Mark 4/5 

Grid G. Pronunciation, intonation

Her accent and intonation throughout the speaking test are both perfectly acceptable most of the time. She does on occasions 
experience difficulty with inaccurate stress patterns on certain words (eg los nativos and los ciudadanos) but these do not impede 
communication. 

Mark 3/5

Total for Topic 20/30

Total 39/60



EXEMPLAR SPEAKING RESPONSES WITH COMMENTARIES (UNIT F723)

12

A LEVEL SPANISH

CANDIDATE 5
Text A: Un periódico para los ciegos

Grid K. Understanding of and response to text

The candidate shows a reasonable level of understanding of Texto A (Un periódico para los ciegos) and the responses she manages 
to offer are, generally speaking, easy to understand. She does not deal with some of the more detailed points needed in response to 
the questions and she experiences occasional difficulty with going beyond the use of basic vocabulary and structures. It would be 
fair to say that there is some lack of clarity in a few of her utterances and a small amount of hesitation. 

Mark 6/10

Grid L. Understanding of and response to examiner

With the more general questions on the theme of the text, the candidate again understands the questions on basic concepts but 
struggles somewhat to express herself clearly some of the time. Her responses to the questions asked show some understanding 
but they are limited in their scope. Her use of language sometimes impedes easy communication. 

Mark 5/10

Grid C1. Quality of language (accuracy)

Linguistically, she makes a number of basic errors whilst trying to make her views understood.  Her use of simple sentence structures 
is accurate at times but she makes mistakes with some basic vocabulary items, even when some of them are actually given in the 
text or in the teacher/examiner’s questions (eg los recuersos [sic.] and los discapaces [sic.]). There are a few utterances that could be 
considered as complex in their structure but there is not enough consistency to warrant a mark higher than 3.

Mark 3/5

Grid F1. Quality of language (range)

In Grid F1 (range) the candidate was awarded a mark of 2/5. The range of vocabulary and structures overall in this section is 
somewhat restricted and what there is often lacks accuracy and authenticity.

Mark 4/5

Total for Article 16/30
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CANDIDATE 5
Topic: Surrealism in Spanish society

Grid M. Development of ideas

In the Topic Conversation, the candidate elects to talk about Surrealism in Spanish society. She shows some ability to develop her 
ideas and, indeed, to express her thoughts. Factual information, whilst sometimes restricted, comes across fairly clearly. She does, 
however, occasionally lose her trail of thought in her keenness to offer as much information as she can. There is an abundance of 
historical detail which gives the topic a less contemporary feel. The candidate does eventually, towards the end of the conversation, 
discuss the importance of Picasso’s Guernica on Spanish society today. The mark awarded in Grid M was 5. More marks would have 
been available had the candidate managed to offer further development and explanation of the impact of the surrealist movement 
on both the individual and on society in contemporary Spain. 

Mark 5/10

Grid E2. Fluency, spontaneity, responsiveness

In terms of fluency, spontaneity and responsiveness it would be fair to say that there is some hesitation on occasions. A number of 
responses are lacking sufficient detail, despite the feeling that the candidate had prepared herself reasonably well and had a decent 
grip on her material. 

Mark 3/5

Grid C1. Quality of language (accuracy)

The quality of the language used by the candidate in this section is acceptable. There is some evidence of a fair understanding 
of grammatical structures, although the overall feeling is that the candidate restricts herself to the use of basic language. She 
encounters problems with adjectival agreement and correctly conjugated verbs.  She also stumbles every now and then with 
misplaced prepositions (eg “...el otro surrealista que voy a hablar de es Pablo Picasso...” [sic.]). 

Mark 3/5

Grid F1. Quality of language (range)

She was awarded 3 marks in Grid F1 (range) given that she can be heard making many attempts to extend the range of vocabulary 
and linguistic structures with a moderate degree of success. She gives the clear impression that she is determined to keep the 
conversation flowing and for this she deserves credit.

Mark 3/5

Grid G. Pronunciation, intonation

Her pronunciation throughout is acceptable, as is her intonation in Spanish. 

Mark 3/5

Total for Topic 17/30

Total 33/60
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CANDIDATE 6
Text A: ¿El país más pacífico de Latinoamérica?

Grid K. Understanding of and response to text

The candidate shows some degree of understanding of Texto C (¿El país más pacífico de Latinoamérica?) and the responses he 
manages to offer reveal some ability, albeit limited, to interpret the text. His responses do not fully develop the textual points made 
and he experiences difficulty with going beyond the use of basic vocabulary and structures in order to convey his thoughts and 
opinions. 

Mark 5/10

Grid L. Understanding of and response to examiner

With the more general questions on the theme of the text, the candidate’s responses to the questions show limited understanding. 
He is often hesitant in response to the questions put to him by the teacher/examiner and his answers are restricted in their scope 
and lack a degree of conviction. There is also an element of repetition in his answers given that he struggles to deal with the 
unpredictable nature of the questions. 

Mark 4/10

Grid C1. Quality of language (accuracy)

Linguistically, he makes a number of very basic errors. There are very few, if any, utterances that could be considered as complex in 
their structure. There is evidence of many gaps in the understanding of basic Spanish grammar. He confuses plural subjects with 
singular verbs (eg “...las drogas y la policia no es justo...” [sic.] and mispronounces a few items of vocabulary actually present in the text 
(estabilidad política is a notable example). 

Mark 2/5

Grid F1. Quality of language (range)

The range of vocabulary and structures employed by the candidate overall in this section is somewhat restricted, although he does 
attempt to offer a few more complex utterances with limited success.

Mark 2/5

Total for Article 13/30
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CANDIDATE 6
Topic: Unemployment in Spain and Latin America

Grid M. Development of ideas

In the Topic Conversation, the candidate elects to talk about the issues surrounding unemployment in Spain and Latin America.  
The interest he has in his chosen topic is much in evidence in so far as he displays some ability to convey an acceptable range of 
information and develop his ideas with some degree of conviction. He relies on the teacher/examiner to maintain the pace of the 
conversation and, naturally, more marks would have been available had the candidate opted to lead the conversation more. 

Mark 5/10

Grid E2. Fluency, spontaneity, responsiveness

In terms of fluency, spontaneity and responsiveness it would be fair to say that there is some hesitation on occasions. A number of 
responses are brief, although the candidate does actually warm up, as it were, as the conversation develops and his responses gather 
a little bit more momentum. There are parts of the conversation where the candidate sounds reasonably fluent. 

Mark 3/5

Grid C1. Quality of language (accuracy)

The quality of the language used by the candidate in this section is mostly acceptable. There is evidence of fair understanding of 
grammatical structures. However, he is inclined to restrict himself, for perfectly understandable reasons, to the use of basic language 
with which he clearly feels more comfortable. He encounters a number of problems with extending the length of his sentences and 
he lacks a degree of accuracy in his approach to the use of more complex constructions in Spanish. 

Mark 3/5

Grid F1. Quality of language (range)

He scored 2 marks in Grid F1 (range) as a consequence of his reluctance to offer more variety in terms of vocabulary and sentence 
structures. His responses often lack the depth needed to access the higher marks in this grid.

Mark 2/5

Grid G. Pronunciation, intonation

His Spanish pronunciation and intonation are, in very general terms, reasonable. He mispronounces a number of words (electricista 
and el crecimiento de población are two such examples) but his still manages to make himself understood at this level. 

Mark 3/5

Total for Topic 16/30

Total 29/60
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