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The Activity: 
This resource comprises of four tasks. 

 

These questions are designed to assess student understanding of the grammar which was tested in the 

GCSE Latin prose composition topic. Their answers should inform you whether they have a deep 

understanding of the subject matter, and are therefore ready to apply that knowledge in new situations, or if a 

more thorough revision of the GCSE material is first required. 

 

Associated materials: 
‘Translation into Latin’ Checkpoint Task learner activity sheet. 

 

 

This Checkpoint Task should be used in conjunction with the KS4–KS5 Latin Transition Guide – 

Translation into Latin. 

 

Translation into Latin 
Instructions and answers for teachers  
These instructions should accompany the OCR resource ‘Translation into Latin’ activity  
which supports OCR A Level Latin 

 

This resource is an exemplar of the types of materials that will be provided to assist in the teaching of the new 

qualifications being developed for first teaching in 2016. It can be used to teach existing qualifications but may 

be updated in the future to reflect changes in the new qualifications. Please check the OCR website for updates 

and additional resources being released. We would welcome your feedback so please get in touch. 
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Task 1 
Students should avoid simply translating the words and should be encouraged to use as much technical 

vocabulary as they can. 

 

a) A top answer might be: 

‘est is the third person singular present indicative of sum. sunt is the third person plural present 

indicative form of the same verb.’ 

A good answer might be:  

‘sunt is the plural form of est." or "est is third person singular, sunt is third person plural.’ 

b) Students should note the change of tense as well as person.  

c) Good answers will note that domini is ambiguous, strong answers will note that it represents three 

possible meanings (genitive singular, nominative and vocative plural). 

d) Once again, strong responses will grasp as many of the permutations as possible, both of bona 

(feminine nominative, vocative or ablative singular; neuter nominative, vocative or accusative 

plural) and bonum (neuter nominative, vocative or accusative singular; masculine accusative 

singular). 

There might also be some discussion of bona meaning "a good woman" or "good things/goods" 

and bonum meaning "a good thing" or "a good man/person". 

 
Task 2 
Good responses should be able to write out a correct translation for each question, as a minimum 

requirement. Strong responses will discuss fully the errors the fictitious GCSE student made (e.g. ‘the 

preposition ad is used for motion towards, whereas the dative case is used for receiving, especially with 

do and its compounds.’). 

 
Task 3 
A good response would refer to ongoing/continuous action in the past (imperfect) versus completed 

action in the past (perfect). 

 

Stronger answers will mention rarer uses of the imperfect (habitual, repeated, incipient, conative) and the 

dual nature of the Latin perfect tense (a combination of present perfect and aorist tenses). For this, it is 

perfectly acceptable for students to use examples rather than technical terms to illustrate their 

understanding (e.g. ‘The imperfect can also mean 'used to' or 'began to' or…’). 
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Task 4 
a) Suggested answer: -nt 

Reasoning: all third person plural verbs end in -nt 

 

b) Suggested answer: -um 

Reasoning: all genitive plural nouns end in –um 

Stronger answers may mention that -um is not technically the full inflection for many genitive plural 

nouns, but the final two letters are always -um. 

 

c) As this is for a GCSE prose composition revision guide, there are two possibilities: -am and -um 

(only 1st and 2nd declension nouns appear on the RVL). 

-um might be the more obvious choice, as it covers neuter and masculine nouns. However, 

students may think otherwise. 

NB - there are slightly more 2nd declension nouns (23) than 1st declension nouns (20) on the 

GCSE RVL, which would favour -um, but A Level students would not be expected to know this. 

 

d) You may need to remind students that only the present, perfect and imperfect tenses are specified 

for GCSE prose composition. 

Students may come up with a range of answers, but two more calculated choices would be either: 

-at (the ending for some present tense verbs and all third person singular imperfect tense verbs)  

or  

-it (the ending for some present tense verbs and all third person singular perfect tense verbs). 

NB - there is no right or wrong selection for c) and d), yet the quality of student responses can be 

ascertained from the explanations for their choices. 

 

OCR Resources: the small print 
OCR’s resources are provided to support the teaching of OCR specifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching method that is required by the Board, 

and the decision to use them lies with the individual teacher.   Whilst every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held responsible 

for any errors or omissions within these resources. We update our resources on a regular basis, so please check the OCR website to ensure you have the most 

up to date version. 

© OCR 2015 - This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as the OCR logo and this message remain intact and OCR is acknowledged as the 

originator of this work. 
 

OCR acknowledges the use of the following content: Thumbs up and down icons: alexwhite/Shutterstock.com 

 

Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications: resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk  

 

We’d like to know your view on the resources we produce.  By clicking on the ‘Like’ or ‘Dislike’ button 
you can help us to ensure that our resources work for you.  When the email template pops up please 
add additional comments if you wish and then just click ‘Send’.  Thank you. 
 
If you do not currently offer this OCR qualification but would like to do so, please complete the 
Expression of Interest Form which can be found here: www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest  
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