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People and the UK 1.2.2
How the UK is geographically diverse?
Use the following links to research how the UK is geographically diverse and different, once you have completed your research you need to decide how to report back to the class.  

Tip: There may be some words in here that you are not familiar with, make a list of them and ask your teacher or try to find them out for yourself. 

1. What are the patterns of employment in the UK?
Investigate the following animated graph showing unemployment rates by region. 

Access: http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/interactive/unemployment-rate-by-region---dvc7/index.html 
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Q: How does the unemployment rate vary across the UK? How has it changed over time?
This map will show you the regional distribution (spread) of public and private sector employment. It will also allow you to explore the distribution in the area you live. 

Access: http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/HTMLDocs/publicprivate.html 
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2. What is average income in the UK?
Explore this website to help explain patterns in the UK in terms of GDP per head. 

Access: http://inequalitybriefing.org/brief/briefing-47-the-poorest-regions-in-the-uk-are-the-poorest-in-northern-europ 

This interactive map provides estimates of the proportion of households in poverty at small area level (Middle Layer Super Output Level). The search facility allows you to find an area of interest and explore the pattern of poverty there. Clicking on a particular area allows you to find the exact estimated proportion of households in poverty. Start by exploring poverty in the area you live by typing in the postcode or local town name.
Access: http://neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/HTMLDocs/poverty.html 

This interactive map provides income estimates for small areas (Middle Layer Super Output Level). The drop down box allows you to compare different measures of income, whilst the search facility allows you to find an area of interest and explore the pattern in the surrounding area. Clicking on a particular area allows you to display the estimated income for all income measures.

Access: http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/HTMLDocs/incomeestimates.html 

Q: Where are the wealthiest and poorest regions in the UK? Can you explain the distribution of households with lowest/highest income?

3. What is life expectancy like in the UK?
Explore this map to see how long people live for on average in the UK. Click on the area to see the data. If you use the drop down menu you can explore other options such as the difference in life expectancy between males and females across the UK. 

Access: http://www.theguardian.com/news/datablog/interactive/2011/jun/08/life-expectancy-uk-health-mapped?commentpage=1   

Q: How long do people live for on average across the UK?  Why might this be? Is there a correlation between life expectancy and any other indicator that you have researched?

4. How does educational attainment compare across the UK?
This interactive map shows GCSE results on average across regions in England. You can search for an area of interest. 

Access: http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/interactive/gcse-results-in-england---dvc23/index.html 

Q: Where are highest and lowest attaining regions in England? What factors could affect these attainment figures? 

5. What ethnicity exists across the UK?
Can you describe the geographical distribution of minority ethnic groups across the UK?

The UK has become more ethnically diverse. Study the interactive map at the link below which shows ethnicity by region. 

Access: http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/census/2011-census/key-statistics-for-local-authorities-in-england-and-wales/rpt-ethnicity.html?format=print 

Q: Where is the most ethnically diverse region in England and Wales? Which ethnicities are most common in that region? 

Ethnicity can sometimes be linked to poverty. Research the information at the link below. 

Access: http://www.poverty.org.uk/06/index.shtml  

Q: Is there a link between ethnicity and poverty?  Make a note of any patterns and trends that you can see.

6. Broadband

Explore the mapping of ‘Broadband take-up data’ by accessing an interactive broadband map produced for Ofcom (telecoms watchdog). This clickable map shows broadband information by administrative authority in the UK. In the column at the right hand side of the page, make sure you click on the correct map legend ‘Broadband take-up data’ to explore this further. 

Access: http://maps.ofcom.org.uk/broadband/ 

Q: Which areas in the UK have the highest take-up of broadband? Which areas in the UK have the lowest take-up of broadband? Try to give reasons for this (Hint: Are there any correlations with income, population age, rural or remote areas?)


















































Explain why you chose this position on the scale….





How diverse is the UK?


Where on this scale do you fit? Draw a dot or symbol to show your view





Not diverse





Very diverse





                                             Scale of diversity 








June 2015


