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Annotation Meaning 

 
Blank Page – this annotation must be used on all blank pages within an answer booklet (structured or unstructured) and on 

each page of an additional object where there is no candidate response.  

 

Tick 

 

Development of point 

 

Incorrect 

 

Irrelevant (material which doesn’t answer the question) 

 
Caret sign to show omission 

 
Opinion 

 

Just/Justification 

 

Good language 

 
Poorly expressed 

 
Past tense correctly used 

 

Future tense correctly used 

na 
Highlight 

 

Accurate language 

 
Inaccurate language 

 
 
 
 

 

Abbreviations Meaning 

/ Alternative and acceptable answers for the same marking point 
(  ) Words which are not essential to gain the mark 

__ Underlined words must be included to gain the mark 



F885  Mark Scheme June 2014 
 

2 

Subject-specific Marking Instructions 
 
 You should print out a copy of the paper and work through it yourself (using the transcript for the Listening activities which you can find at the 

end of the Mark Scheme, if the audio version is not available on the portal.) You will need a copy of the written texts to refer to during the 
marking process in order to spot excessive lifting in tasks 6 and 7. The texts will not appear automatically on your marking screen. 

 

  The award of marks is not necessarily dependent on the specific wording in the detailed sheets which follow. Other wordings will score the marks, 
provided they are semantically equivalent. If the language used by the candidate conveys meaning and also answers the question, then the 
mark(s) should normally be credited for comprehension (c.f. “sympathetic native speaker/sympathetic examiner”). Use your professional 
judgement to apply the marking principles given in this mark scheme but if you are still in doubt about the validity of any answer, then consult 
your Team Leader by phone, the messaging system within SCORIS or e-mail.  

 

 Language marks:  These are assessed separately – Grids C.2 and F.2 – See guidance in the detailed sheets below. 
 

 Where candidates give alternative answers, only the first one written, or the one on the line, should be marked. 
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Section A: Listening and Writing 
 

Exercise 1: Listening 

Questions  Expected Answers Marks Guidance 

1  1  
Multi-choice 
 
Either 
Marks entered individually. No need for annotation. Enter 1, 0 or NR as 
appropriate. 
 
Or 
This Exercise is scanned in by the page. Marks are awarded individually. 
No annotations are necessary. 
 

2  1 

3  1 

4  1 

5  1 

6  1 

7  1 

8  1 

9  1 

10  1 

11  1 

12  1 

 Total 12 
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Exercise 2: Listening 

Questions  Expected Answers Marks Guidance 

( )  - 1  

Gap-fill 

 

Either 

The elements are scanned in individually. No annotation is necessary. 

Enter 1, 0 or NR as appropriate. Ignore misspellings. 

 

Or 

The elements are scanned by the page. No annotation is necessary. 

( ) - 1 

( ) - 1 

( ) - 1 

( ) - 1 

( ) - 1 

( ) - 1 

( ) - 1 

( ) - 1 

( ) - 1 

( ) - 1 

( ) - 1 

 - 1 

 Total 13 
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Exercise 3 
 
Exercise specific guidance: 

 Each question will be scanned in individually (questions with more than one element will appear twice/three times as appropriate). 

 For single mark questions no annotation is necessary just enter 1, 0 or NR.  

 There is no need to use a cross (x) for an answer that is clearly incorrect. Use it when you have had to think and decided not to award the 

mark or when a word in the response invalidates an otherwise acceptable answer.  

 You may also use the highlighter tool to show harmless additions. 

 Answers in Persian get no marks.  

 
 

Exercise 3: Listening 

Questions  Expected Answers Marks Guidance 

1 
3 months singing course(lessons) /studying or learning how to sing 
(1) in America (1) 

2 Mentioning short singing course is acceptable 

2 
Persian speaking (1) from inside and outside Iran (1) between 
ages of 18 and 30 (1) 

3  

3 the competitions will be (held) there 1  

4 experience in singing 1 Experience in music is not acceptable 

5 
read music/know music alphabet or notes/basics of music (1), 
have had basic singing skills/techniques (1) 

2 Mentioning of singing alphabet is not acceptable 

6 
pay for the trip (Any indication to travel cost )(1) 
pay for accommodation (Any indication to living cost)(1) 
get visas (where needed) (1) 

3  

7 
details of qualifications in music or music background (1)  
why they want to take part (1) 

2 
Any indication to studying music or musical qualification 
Any indication to the reason for taking part in competition 

8 full length/ recent photo 1  

 Total 15  
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Exercise 4       10 marks for Communication (Grid H1), 10 marks for Quality of Language (QoL)  
 
Exercise specific guidance: 
 

 The candidate response will be scanned in twice. The marks for Communication are awarded the first time. The second image is for you to 
assess the QoL. 

 

 Communication: This is a transfer of meaning exercise, not a word-for-word translation, so there may be several ways of putting the points 
across. Key elements of the points are underlined in the mark scheme. For communication / content, assess as a “sympathetic native speaker 
/ sympathetic examiner” and give credit accordingly.  

 

 Annotations: 

 In the body of text, use a tick () to show that a point has been fully and successfully conveyed. 

 If an element of the point has been omitted, use the caret sign ( ).  

 If a point has been omitted, is incorrectly rendered or is rendered in a way that would be incomprehensible, use no annotation.  

 Use a cross (x) when a word in the response invalidates an otherwise acceptable answer. 

 The annotations will give a global impression to help you apply Grid H.1 accurately and consistently. 

 Grid H.1:  The ticks will show the number of points successfully conveyed. These will normally correspond with the marks you award.  
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Exercise 4: Writing 
[10 marks for Communication, Grid H.1 + 

10 marks for Quality of Language, Grid C.2] 

Questions Expected Answers: Model response Marks Additional Comments 

1 
 

  

2    

3 & 4    

5    

6    

7    

8    

9    

10    

 Communication, Grid H.1 10  

 Quality of Language, Grid C.2 10  

 Total 20  

 Total for Section A 60  
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GRID H.1 
COMMUNICATION                      
10 marks AO2 

9-10 Most or all of the information successfully conveyed.  

7-8 Three quarters of the points conveyed.  

5-6 Half of the information successfully conveyed.  

 3-4 Only a quarter of the points conveyed.  

 0-2 Very little or no information conveyed. 



F885  Mark Scheme June 2014 
 

9 

QoL: Read response again and assess for language.  
 

 Annotations: You may use the underlining tool (--) to show language errors if you find it makes it easier to apply Grid C.2, but it is not 
essential.  
 

 Grid C.2:  Key words have been highlighted in the grid. Remember that this grid is also used to assess accuracy at A2. At AS level, one year 
beyond GCSE, the only complexity of language that is expected is that required by the task. Identify the band which best matches the 
performance. If you identified the band without hesitation you must award the higher of the two marks.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

GRID C.2 
QUALITY OF LANGUAGE – ACCURACY 
10 marks  AO3 

9-10 Characterised by a high and consistent level of accuracy in use of complex structures, although there may be some errors.  

7-8 
Language generally accurate. Shows a sound grasp of AS (and/or A2) structures, as appropriate. Generally correct use of complex 
structures. Tenses and agreements good, although there may be some inconsistency and errors in more complex areas.  

5-6 
Shows evidence of fair understanding of grammatical usage. Generally accurate use of simple sentence structures. Some correct 
use of complex sentence structures. The performance is likely to be patchy and inconsistent. 

3-4 
Evidence of gap in basic grammar. Frequent errors of an elementary kind (endings, verb forms, gender of common nouns, adjectival 
agreements) but evidence of correct use of simple sentence structures.  Vocabulary and structures may be quite strongly influenced 
by the candidate’s first language.  

0-2 
Little evidence of grammatical awareness. Persistent, serious and elementary errors (endings, verb forms, gender of common 
nouns). Frequent first language interference. 
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Section B: Reading and Writing 
 

Exercise 5 – Part (a)     -   

Questions Answers Marks Additional Comments 

1  1 

1 mark for each correct answer 
 

This Exercise is scanned in by the page. 
The marks are awarded individually. 
No annotations are necessary. 

2  1 

3  1 

4  1 

5  1 

6  1 

7  1 

8  1 

9  1 

10  1 

 Total 10  

 
 
 

Exercise 5 – Part (b)      -  

Questions Answers Marks Guidance 

     [10] 1 mark for each correct answer 

1       
This task is scanned in by the page. The marks are awarded individually. No 
annotations are necessary. If the candidate has put more than 10 ticks, add up 
the total number of correct marks and deduct 1 mark for each tick over 10. 
 

2      

3      

4      
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Exercise 6 
 
Exercise specific guidance: 
 

 Each question will be scanned in individually (questions with more than one element will appear twice/three times as appropriate). The entire 
page will then appear on the screen for you to assess the QoL. 
 

 Familiarise yourself with the text and have a copy to hand so that you can easily spot instances of lifting from the original. The text will not appear 
on the screen. 

 Go through all the responses and assess every question for comprehension.   
 

a. Marks are awarded on a point by point basis, according to the mark scheme.  

b. Minimal (additional) irrelevance can be ignored BUT mindless copying (often long chunks) results in no marks for comprehension or 
QoL 

c. For comprehension / content, remember that you are a “sympathetic native speaker / sympathetic examiner”. If language interferes 
slightly but it is clear that the candidate has understood, give the mark for content / comprehension (unless there is ambiguity or it is 
gibberish). Limited ability to use language will be reflected in the mark awarded under grid C.2. If appropriate, candidates may 
answer with single words / short phrases. 

 Annotations:    

 Award 1, 0 or NR without annotation.  

 Use a tick () to indicate a mark awarded on any question where the answer is more than one mark.     

 Use a cross (x) when a word in the response invalidates an otherwise acceptable answer. 

 Even if the answer is lifted verbatim from the text, as long as it is a direct answer, award the comprehension mark but highlight and exclude 
from Quality of Language assessment.  

Assessing Quality of Language: 
 

a. You will get a separate screen which will be the whole page (unannotated).  Read all the answers again. You may use the green L 
marking tool to highlight good language to assist you in the application of Grid C.2. but it is not essential. 

b. Apply Grid C.2 and enter the mark. 
c. When candidates have left several questions unanswered, click on “fit height” to have an overall view. 

 If only 1/3 of the questions have been answered, the maximum mark for C.2 is the 5/6 band 
 If only 2/3 of the questions have been answered, the maximum mark for C.2 is the 7/8 band
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Exercise 6 
20 marks for Content 
10 marks for Quality of Language (Accuracy) 
Grid C.2 – Total = 30 marks 

Questions  Expected Answers Marks Guidance 

1 
 

  

1 
 

1 
  

2 
 

 
1  

3 
 

1   

4 
 

 

1 
 

1 
  

5 )( 2   

6 
 

2   

7 
 

 

1 
 

1 
  

8 
 

 

1 
 

1 
  

9 
 
 

1 
 

1  

10 
 

 

1 
 

1 
  

11  1   

12  1   

 Total 20   
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GRID C.2 
QUALITY OF LANGUAGE - ACCURACY     
10 marks  AO3 

9-10 Characterised by a high and consistent level of accuracy in use of complex structures, although there may be some errors.  

7-8 
Language generally accurate. Shows a sound grasp of AS and/or A2 structures, as appropriate. Generally correct use of complex 
structures. Tenses and agreements good, although there may be some inconsistency and errors in more complex areas.  

5-6 
Shows evidence of fair understanding of grammatical usage. Generally accurate use of simple sentence structures. Some correct 
use of complex sentence structures. The performance is likely to be patchy and inconsistent. 

3-4 
Evidence of gaps in basic grammar. Frequent errors of an elementary kind (endings, verb forms, gender of common nouns, adjectival 
agreements) but evidence of correct use of simple sentence structures.  Vocabulary and structures may be quite strongly influenced 
by the candidate’s first language.  

0-2 
Little evidence of grammatical awareness. Persistent, serious and elementary errors (endings, verb forms, gender of common 
nouns). Frequent first language interference. 
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Exercise 7 
 
Exercise specific guidance: 
 

Have a copy of the text to hand and familiarise yourself with it, so that you can easily spot instances of lifting from the original. Only the 
candidate’s work will appear on the screen. You will have three successive screens 7a, 7b and then 7a + 7b again, but without the annotations in 
order to assess QoL. 
 

Exercise 7a   Comprehension. Grid I [10 marks] 

a. Annotations:  

 In the body of text, use a green tick   to show that a point from the mark scheme below has been fully and successfully conveyed. 

 If an element of the point has been omitted, use the caret sign ( ).  

 If a point has been omitted, is incorrectly rendered or is rendered in a way that would be incomprehensible, use no annotation.  

The annotations will give a global impression to help you apply Grid I accurately and consistently.  

b. Grid I: Looking at the annotations, assess what proportion of the points has been conveyed and apply Grid I. Enter your mark. 

c. Copying / lifting: If chunks of the text are simply copied, award marks for comprehension but there is a limit of 3-4 marks for (a) if the 
entire answer is lifted (see Grid I). Verbatim copying of the stimulus text results in no marks. Use the highlighting tool (…...) to show lifted 
language. Only phrases of 5 words or more should be counted as lifted language. 

 

Grid I:  COMPREHENSION OF TEXT 

9-10 Consistently relevant information. Includes nearly all the points from the original passage. Shows a very clear understanding of the 
text. 

7-8 Relevant information showing understanding of up to two thirds of the points from the original passage. There may be one or two 
instances of lifting from the original passage. 

5-6 Some relevant information showing understanding of up to half of the points. There may be instances of lifting from the original passage. 

3-4 Little relevant information. Includes up to a third of the points, showing understanding of some of the points. Over-reliance on phrases 
lifted from the original passage. 

0-2 No relevant information or supplies one or two relevant points from the original passage. 

 
 
 
 



F885  Mark Scheme June 2014 
 

15 

 
 

Exercise  7a Comprehension of text, Grid I = 10 marks 

Comprehension Points Marks Additional Comments 

      
      
  
  
  
   
  
  
  
 

 
  
  

 
  
  

 

 

Comprehension of text, Grid I 

This is only an example of 
rephrased text and any similar 
wordings would be acceptable. 
 
If candidate:  

 5 points, maximum 4 marks. 

 6 points, maximum 5 marks. 

 7-8 points, maximum 6 marks 

 9-10 points, maximum 8 marks 

 11-12 points, maximum 9 marks 

 13-15 points, 10 marks. 
 
Points presented as bullet points in 
question A will get fewer marks on 
grids C2 and F2. There has to be 
evidence of complex sentence 
structures to get 5 marks and above 
on Grids C2 and F2 

Quality of Language (Accuracy), Grid C.2 10  

Quality of Language (Range), Grid F.2 10  

Total 50  

Total for Section B 100  

Total for Paper 160  
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Exercise 7(b) Response Grid J [20 marks] 
 

Question Answer Marks Guidance 

  [20] Content  Levels of Response 

 No Indicative Content – 

personal response 

 

 

 Grid J: Looking at the annotations, assess 
the quality of the response to the text and 
apply Grid J. NB: “imagination” and “insight” 
are interpreted conservatively. The number 
of ticks you have awarded will indicate a 
mark band. You must then use your 
professional judgement to fine tune your 
marking. You may look at the quality of the 
candidate's points and go down a mark or 
two if they seem rather pedestrian or 
repetitive. Similarly an attempt at originality or 
humour could gain an extra mark or two. 
Enter your mark. 

 Use the green tick ()   in the body of 

the text to show each opinion / personal 

response and a green tick (+) in body of 

text to show a development / extension of 
the opinion. NB: one opinion may have 
several extensions. 

 

GRID J 
RESPONSE TO TEXT 
 

16-20 
Responds with well developed points of 
view which show insight, originality and 
imagination. 
 

12-15 
Expresses points of view which are 
consistently developed and respond to the 
requirements of the task. Shows some 
originality and/or imagination 
 

8-11 
Expresses points of view which respond to 
the requirements of the task. Some of these 
may be developed and there may be some 
originality and/or imagination. 
 

4-7 
Manages the beginning of a response to the 
requirements of the task. May have difficulty 
in expressing and/or developing points. 
 

0-3 
Very short. May not go beyond points of 
view already expressed in the original text. 
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Exercise 7(a) + 7(b) – Language (QoL) – Grids C.2 and F.2:  [20 marks] 

 

Question Answer Marks Guidance 

Exercise 

7a+b 

Assess for Quality of Language using Grids 

C.2 and F.2 

Appendix 1 

 

 

[20] a. Read the whole response again and assess for Range (Grid F.2) first – i.e. 
vocabulary and structures. Then assess for Accuracy (Grid C.2). Key words 
have been highlighted in the grids below. Ignore final sentence of 3-4 band in 
Grid C.2, because vocabulary and structures have already been assessed 
under Grid F.2. If you wish, you may use the underlining tool (--) to show 
language errors if you find it makes it easier to apply Grid C.2, but it is not 
essential. Enter your mark. 

b. Ignore language lifted from the text when assessing language (See Exercise 
7a above). Lifted language is not credited for QoL – only content points 
and/or personal response.  
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APPENDIX 1 

 

GRID C.2 
QUALITY OF LANGUAGE - ACCURACY     
10 marks  AO3 

 
GRID F.2 

QUALITY OF LANGUAGE  (RANGE)                   
10 marks AO3 

9-10 
Characterised by a high and consistent level of 
accuracy in use of complex structures, although there 
may be some errors.  

 

9-10 
Effective and confident use of a wide range of vocabulary 

and idiom with a variety of complex sentence structures.  

7-8 

Language generally accurate. Shows a sound grasp of 
AS (and/or A2) structures, as appropriate. Generally 
correct use of complex structures. Tenses and 
agreements good, although there may be some 
inconsistency and errors in more complex areas.  

 

7-8 

Effective use of a range of vocabulary and structures 

appropriate to the task, with little repetition. A positive 

attempt to introduce variety and to use a range of 

complex sentence structures (though not always able to 

maintain correct usage).  

5-6 

Shows evidence of fair understanding of grammatical 
usage. Generally accurate use of simple sentence 
structures. Some correct use of complex sentence 
structures. The performance is likely to be patchy and 
inconsistent. 

 

5-6 

Attempts to extend the range of vocabulary, though still 

rather repetitive. Attempts to use more complex language 

with some success in producing a range of syntax and 

sentence structures appropriate to the task.  

3-4 

Evidence of gaps in basic grammar. Frequent errors of 
an elementary kind (endings, verb forms, gender of 
common nouns, adjectival agreements) but evidence of 
correct use of simple sentence structures.  
(Vocabulary and structures may be quite strongly 
influenced by the candidate’s first language).  

 

3-4 

Use of a restricted range of vocabulary and structures. 

Frequent repetition of the same words and phrases. Some 

attempt (not necessarily successful) at the use of more 

complex sentence structures.  

0-2 

Little evidence of grammatical awareness. Persistent, 
serious and elementary errors (endings, verb forms, 
gender of common nouns). Frequent first language 
interference. 

 

0-2 
Only simple sentence patterns. Very limited vocabulary. 

Very limited range of structures.  
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APPENDIX 2    Transcripts of Listening Texts 
 
Note for Document production team: This section of the mark scheme must stay in Portrait format 
until after the standardisation meeting. 
 

Tapescript for Exercise 1       [SETTING: RADIO REPORT] 

Female 1    
 

Male 

 
 

Female 2 

 

 
 

Male 

 
 

Female 1 
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Tapescript for Exercise 2 

[SETTING: MONOLOGUE: Male] 

 

Female 2    
 

Male 
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Tapescript  for Exercise 3 
[SETTING: RADIO ADVERTISEMENT] 

 
 
Eng:  Exercise 3  Advertisement 

 
Female 1 

 

 

Male 

 

 

 

Female 2 
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