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This response adopts a sustained critical style

throughout, showing some perceptive understanding.

It is an informed personal response to the text.

The candidate addresses the question immediately,
citing that through the proposals by Mr Collins, Lizzie
and Charlotte are presented as ‘polar opposites’
because of their differing reactions. The candidate
compares Charlotte's practical attitude to marriage

to Lizzie's more romantic expectations. The response
moves skilfully beyond the extract to show perceptive
understanding of the wider novel, while keeping
sharply focused on the question set.

Quotations are pertinent and fully integrated into the
response to support and illustrate the points made.

There is an excellent balance of AO2 and AO3
coverage in this response. Austen’s narrative voice is
explored, and her criticism of Elizabeth’s pride

in the novel acknowledged and contrasted to
Charlotte’s tendency to view life practically and
follow her intended course. This is an insightful

point and strongly made. There is also analysis of the
‘condemning language’ used to describe Charlotte’s
feelings towards her fiancé. Throughout the response
the candidate shows understanding of the pressure
placed on Charlotte to marry through the responses
of her family members to the engagement. Charlotte’s
‘contentment’ is ascribed to her new-found respect as
a woman who is to be married rather than an ‘old maid'.

The spelling and punctuation are consistently accurate
and a wide vocabulary is used.

Level 6
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This response adopts a convincing critical style
throughout, showing some insightful understanding.
It is a well-developed personal response to the text.

The response looks at a range of examples from the
novel to explore whether Mrs Bennet is a bad mother,
or not. It immediately acknowledges that her purpose
is to find her daughters rich husbands, and that she
views it as a ‘business’. The response then looks at
Mrs Bennet's refusal to allow Jane to use the carriage
to travel to Netherfield in the hope that the weather
will turn, forcing her to stay, and her behaviour at the
Netherfield Ball as the two moments from the novel
to explore in detail.

Language is analysed effectively through offering
examples of Austen’s ‘direct authorial comment’ to
influence the reader’s response to Mrs Bennet. It also

cites Austen'’s use of free indirect discourse to ‘mimic
Mrs Bennet’ and to emphasise that ‘she won't stop
talking'.

There is sensitive understanding of how the social
context of the novel informs the text, illustrated
through comments on the importance of marriage
and the effect of the entailment of the estate on Mrs
Bennet's desire ‘to help her daughters’. There is also

a good understanding of how Mrs Bennet's lack of
etiquette lends itself to mockery through the authorial
voice and the reactions of other characters.

The spelling and punctuation are consistently
accurate and a wide vocabulary is used.

Level 5 (top end)
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This response adopts a good critical style and focuses
sharply on the question from the outset, citing
Elizabeth’s romantic view of marriage and contrasting
it to Charlotte’s view of matrimony ‘as a necessary
path to social and financial security’.

The candidate looks at the extract in a detailed
personal response, using quotations very neatly to
support the points made. The focus of the response
is weighted towards AO3, exploring Charlotte’s
business-like approach to her engagement and her
mother’s influence on that viewpoint.

There is little response to language, although the
neatly embedded quotations imply understanding

of how language is used. This limits the response in
terms of addressing the assessment objectives. A best
fit approach has been used to place the response in a
marking level.

The spelling and punctuation are consistently
accurate and a wide vocabulary is used.

Level 4
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This is a reasonably developed response to both

text and task, although it focuses more heavily on
Charlotte than Elizabeth. It begins by highlighting
that the engagement and marriage of Charlotte and
Mr Collins is being rushed’ and tends to repeat this
point, using quotation from the extract to support the
assertion.

Understanding of the social context informs the
response and there are some relevant comments
about the entailment of Mr Bennet's estate, and
Charlotte’s view that marriage is her route to ‘a stable
future’ The response does not look at Elizabeth's

attitude to marriage in any detail, instead focusing on
Mr Collins’ motives, which is not wholly relevant to the
question. This has led to a rather thin response to the
task.

There is little explicit comment on language, which
results in uneven focus on the assessment objectives.

The spelling and punctuation are mostly accurate and
there is a suitable range of vocabulary used.

Level 3
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This response begins to develop a straightforward
personal response to the text and task.

The response begins with a general comment about
the theme of marriage instead of focusing on the
question and the extract provided. There is some
understanding of the social context in the opening
paragraph but it is not integrated into a relevant
response to the question.

The second paragraph is more focused and shows
understanding of Charlotte’s ‘logical approach to
matrimony’ and Elizabeth’s ‘much more romanticised’
beliefs. The response then cites that Charlotte’s
acceptance of Mr Collins, despite her
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acknowledgement of his character faults, shows
that finances are more important than anything.
Elizabeth's refusal of Mr Collins, despite her mother’s
pressure to accept him, is mentioned but no clear
point about Elizabeth is made.

This response does not look at language in the
extract, or elsewhere in the novel, thus leading to
uneven focus on the assessment objectives.

The punctuation is generally accurate in this response,
but there are a number of spelling errors.

Level 3



Ms Cener e a ‘oad  taokver whe 14 *“Q5?6_”§"ﬂ9j_£
§\’W davahltrS pobams. R

\ﬂ Pode X Pagyudice, M5 Ronwok 14 a \/-EU\ chatatier _NVLGW!__

_ Awsoaves o ode UK U ok lam. She s by
'Mﬂlrwq b [irie b lar Shlieg & e m;tﬂ’ of Weic Pattw

M. Penpod Budton  USes  MS ‘Sonvek fexglore e aftmenu fes |
b Maw\aqes = welh as the gj o Wh c% A1 D
_ "m rWﬁ/M (ongpk: _

% operiy 0¥ Jr}’Q n,Mh © Out Rt defuLhOn o ke B%N/I’S O&J(hf.ll!@,ﬂ
fuis \%eﬁl}?/f e Yemo “mnecialthy  Guwe ¥ undwﬂa»d ha \mﬂmJWF gAhﬂ
by dwhHry  1R1 fed,, o (T bugims & W Lk wag T
r,d( WdMM VV\‘M{;O& rjs“ ‘%s\é@l A \’\SIM & Mwﬁ ln
B f ﬂfﬂm‘:l nt B\so \@P(nﬂt Pe/wv\ ligy it ‘N\IS Benreks

puSondli W_MU\F@M CPdlaion, Due fp  Puikn
ALS%b#mJOF Wys  Beoveit  nge Joeco gk /%/7((3 }U W 23

w o oz o frcl M/M :ff-‘"«;-'-" . A
Mo Joll abul b Beneds  gobioe E/ by M{’% UMGWMIM IMM
Q\\“W‘V‘j s o kwwve Q O%JB»ECJ’W vyd fiv ﬂwcl@y J

Bugens ) MM W o MW o Demel 5 o hod
Pl /M/N 'TW“UU;IA qdﬂw Agslen  Aocks Myt Bpeml 05 |
she W& Hre /) = ol s Remed Jollec g - 7@%

/amj Copupind Sty Ol 0t Y -

21



This response makes some relevant comments but is
rather short and undeveloped.

The response acknowledges that Mrs Bennet is a
character used by Austen to ‘mock and create irony’
as well as to ‘explore the different types of marriages'
but no illustrations or developments of these points
follow. The task is not addressed in the opening
paragraph.

There is some understanding of Mrs Bennet's desire to
‘get her daughters married’ but again this is not fully
developed. The response asserts that we ‘become
quite familiar with Mrs Bennet's personality through
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Austen’s use of third person narration’, but this is not
explained or illustrated. There are also references to
‘syntax’ and ‘long compound sentences' to illustrate
that ‘Mrs Bennet talks too much’ but no examples are
offered to support the point.

Although the response makes some straightforward

points, it lacks the development needed for a higher
level. The response does not focus on the task and is
therefore very general.

The spelling and punctuation are generally accurate.

Level 1 (top end)
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