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Learner activity sheets 

Elections
Key words 

	Term
	Definition

	Election
	The act or process of electing someone to fill an office or position

	Voting
	A formal expression of preference for a candidate for office or for a proposed resolution of an issue

	Constituencies
	The body of voters or the residents of a district represented by an elected legislator or official

	Representation
	the principle by which delegates act for a constituency

	Suffrage
	The right or privilege of voting

	Franchise
	A privilege or right granted by law, especially the right to vote in the election of public officials

	General Election
	An election involving all or most constituencies of a state or nation in the choice of candidates

	By-Election
	A special election held between general elections to fill a vacancy, as for a parliamentary seat

	Proportional Representation
	Representation of all parties in a legislature in proportion to their popular vote

	Majoritarian Systems
	Rule by simple numerical majority in an organized group

	Member of Parliament
	An elected member of the British Parliament


Credit – The Free Dictionary (http://www.thefreedictionary.com)
Resource 1 – Becoming a Prospective Candidate
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Whilst watching the video (http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-20222003) fill out the chart below to show the steps a person must take to become an MP.
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What changes are some of the parties suggesting?
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How fair do you think the current process is and what would YOU do to make it accessible to all?
Resource 2 – Election Systems Card Sort

Cut out the cards and sort them into the relevant columns in the ‘Election Systems’ table

	Simple and easy to understand for all concerned.
	You can be elected despite not getting the majority of votes


	Leads to uneven support throughout the country, as votes can be concentrated in certain areas and therefore a party losing by thousands in one area would not be badly hurt if they have enough support spread in other areas.
	Often less involved representatives, as there are many and not always focussed on the constituency.
	A party has to win over 50% of the vote to be elected into government, making it very fair and representing a majority.
	Some variations offer very little choice, choosing a party instead of a person.

	Smaller parties are under-represented still in this system despite an element of proportionality.
	Can offer more choice in who to elect particularly open ones.
	Can lead to mid-size parties gaining undue power and influence.
	You have more than one MP for your area, meaning you get more say.
	Significantly disadvantages third parties, even if they have a lot of support.
	Results are fairly proportional in that each prospective candidate needs the same amount of votes to be elected.

	Simple and easy to understand for all concerned.
	Lots of wasted votes.
	It is cheap to run and doesn’t take long to work out who has won.
	Each constituency has a single and accountable representative.
	Parties have a lot of control over who they select on the list aspect, meaning they can choose the best (or who they think are the best) rather than who is best for the area.
	Every vote is worth the same


	Creates strong, usually single party governments which means they can pass laws much more easily.
	Can lead to an increase in ‘safe’ candidates meaning under-represented groups might be less involved, this can also include groups within the party.
	The voter can clearly express a view on which party they think should form the next government.
	Leads to too many ‘safe seats’ where voters needs can be ignored as the party is guarantee re-election at each election.
	It has a proportional aspect to balance out unfairness
	Every party is represented based on the percentage / number of votes received.

	Lack of choice


	Involves large multi member constituencies, so minority groups more likely to benefit.
	Weakened link between the representative and the area they are representing.
	It is a very complicated system that is both difficult to explain, vote and count up afterwards.
	Each constituency has a single and accountable representative.
	Voters have more choice and can vote in more than one way should they wish.

	Often produce unstable, multi-party governments with little being done once in office as a result.
	Two types of representatives can lead to tension between the two of them with some being thought of as ‘second class’ members or a two tired system
	Votes tend to matter more.
	Voters have a wide range of choice and can vote in order of preference, helping to stop tactical voting.
	Once the quota has been reached the remaining votes are divided up amongst the rest, meaning results might not reflect the voters desires.
	High likelyhood of weak coalition governments.


Election systems table

	Election System
	Description
	Pro
	Con
	Democracy rating 
(out of 5)

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Resource 3 – Match the system and location

Summing Up Activity – match the system to the location where it is used and a feature, before deciding on 1 pro and 1 con for each system.

	System
	
	Where is it used
	
	One Feature
	Pro
	Con

	First Past the Post
	
	Use to elect Members of the European Parliament
	
	Vote for a party in a large multi-member constituency
	
	

	Single Transferable Vote
	
	System used to elect members of the Welsh Assembly
	
	Vote for a candidate to represent your constituency
	
	

	Additional Member System
	
	the system used to elect Members of Parliament to Westminster
	
	A proportional system elected using a quota formula.
	
	

	Party List System
	
	System used to elect members of the Northern Ireland Assembly
	
	A hybrid of majority and proportional systems
	
	


Resource 4 – Mock Election

First-Past The Post
Who should run the country? Tick the box next to the colour you prefer.
	
	ORANGE

	
	

	
	 BROWN

	
	

	
	TEAL

	
	

	
	INDIGO
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Single Transferable Vote

Who should run the country? Tick the box next to the colour you prefer. Rank in order of preference (1- Most Like, 5- Least Like)                                                                                
· 1-5

	
	ORANGE
	

	
	
	

	
	 BROWN
	

	
	
	

	
	TEAL
	

	
	
	

	
	INDIGO
	


Closed List System

Who should run the country? Tick the box next to the colour you prefer.
	
	ORANGE

	
	

	
	 BROWN

	
	

	
	TEAL

	
	

	
	INDIGO



Additional Member System - FPTP

Who should run the country? Tick the box next to the colour you prefer.
	
	MR ORANGE

	
	

	
	 MRS BROWN

	
	

	
	MISS TEAL

	
	

	
	DR INDIGO


Additional Member System – LIST

Who should run the country? Tick the box next to the colour you prefer.
	
	ORANGE PARTY

	
	

	
	 BROWN PARTY

	
	

	
	TEAL PARTY

	
	

	
	INDIGO PARTY


Resource 5 – Voting Results

	TOTAL VOTES
	FPTP
	STV
	CLOSED LIST
	AMS

	
	No.
	%
	No.
	%
	No.
	%
	No.
	%

	Orange
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Brown
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Teal
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Indigo
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	SEATS WON
	FPTP
	STV
	CLOSED LIST
	AMS

	
	No.
	%
	No.
	%
	No.
	%
	No.
	%

	Orange
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Brown
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Teal
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Indigo
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