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Introduction
This resource has been a collaborative production and 
checked by a senior member of the AS Level Sociology 
examining team to offer teachers an insight into how the 
assessment objectives are applied. 

Please note that this resource is provided for advice and 
guidance only and does not in any way constitute an 
indication of grade boundaries or endorsed answers.

The sample assessment material for these answers and 
commentary can be found on the AS Level Sociology 
web page and accessed via the following link: http://
www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-sociology-
h180-h580-from-2015/

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-sociology-h180-h580-from-2015/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-sociology-h180-h580-from-2015/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-sociology-h180-h580-from-2015/
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Section A

Question 1 Define the concept of ‘values’.   [4]

Low band – Sample answer
Values are a key part of society’s culture. For example most cultures value education as you need it in order to get a job in 
society. Also some cultures value religion more than others. 

AO1 - 2 out of 4 marks.

Commentary
This answer shows basic knowledge and understanding; it 
is partial and relies too much on examples without a core 
definition.

How the answer could be 
improved
The answer needs a clear definition with further development; 
for example how values are relative, and/or the link with norms.

High band – Sample answer
Values are socially constructed. They provide a culture with ideas on things which are deemed to be worthwhile and 
they usually underpin society’s norms. People who live in a society generally share the same values as they are collective; 
however there are individual differences. An example of a commonly shared value is that of human life; people will often 
wear a range of safety equipment to protect themselves as they value human life.  

AO1 - 4 out of 4 marks.

Commentary
This answer is precise and displays accurate knowledge of what 
values are. There is both a full and wide ranging definition and an 
illustrative example. 
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Question 2 With reference to the Source, identify and briefly explain two examples of values.   [6]

Low band – Sample answer
In the source it says that woman have more choice about their roles. This means that woman must now value work more 
than before. Woman have choice, this means that society does value the element of choice. Women can choose what 
they want to do nowadays. 

A01 - 1 out of 2 marks.   A02 - 2 out of 4 marks.

Total = 3 out of 6 marks.

Commentary
This answer does not provide two clear and explicit examples; 
there is too much overlap and similarity. 

How the answer could be 
improved
There need to be two clear explicit examples showing a clear 
link to the values and the society in which they are seen in. Both 
values are within the same sentence in the source. A second 
value from the source could have been chosen to add more 
depth to the answer.

High band – Sample answer
The source refers to the traditional roles of women and states that changes have taken place which give women equal 
opportunities. In the UK there is a value placed on equal opportunities as society in the UK has equal opportunity 
legislation. Women have fought for equal opportunities and it can be argued they now have more access to all areas of 
society. 

The source also references the role of women within the family which is predominantly the homemaker. The value of 
family life is still important in the UK and women perform this role everyday as its normal still for women to look after the 
house and the children. 

A01 - 2 out of 2 marks.   A02 - 4 out of 4 marks.

Total = 6 out of 6 marks.

Commentary
This answer clearly displays two values which have been used in 
the source material. They are explicitly applied to the demands of 
the question with development which links to society roles and 
norms. 
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Question 3 Using the Source and your wider sociological knowledge, explain how norms are relative.  [8]

Low band – Sample answer
One way is that far more people now use technology, most people own a tablet or laptop and have access to a smart 
phone, they use these items every day. In the past people didn’t use them every day. 

Another is the role of the women in home. She used to be the one doing all the cooking and cleaning and looking after 
the children. This isn’t normal now women can do other things although lots of them are still housewives. 

A01 - 2 out of 4 marks.  A02 - 3 out of 4 marks.   

Total = 5 out of 8 marks.

Commentary
This answer shows a basic knowledge of how norms change and 
correctly identifies two that are from the source although this is 
not always made explicit. The link to relativity lacks developed 
links to the source but it is more than generalised.

How the answer could be 
improved
Example one needs to explicitly reference the source instead of 
saying one way, this will help develop the notion of relativity. The 
response could also link to why people did not use technology 
in the past.  Example two again needs to explicitly reference the 
source and needs further development through the notion of 
relativity over time. 

High band – Sample answer
Relativity means that something is not fixed; rather it depends on the culture and / or context. Source A discusses the 
notion of femininity which is an idea that is socially constructed. Each culture will have its own idea about what normal 
behaviour should be like for females. However the norm of femininity changes from culture to culture proving that it is 
relative. In the UK it is normal for women to have equal roles to men now in the family and in the world of work. In other 
cultures this is not a norm and the housewife role still is. 

The notion of the normal idea of housewife is also explained in the source. For many years in the UK it would have been 
normal for women to be just housewives. However this is a norm which is declining as there are many other norms for 
women, which proves norms can change over time.  One way of knowing that norms change over time is by examining 
the social reaction to behaviour.  In the past, if women worked, it would have been seen as deviant but now it is perfectly 
socially acceptable. 

A01 - 4 out of 4 marks.  A02 - 4 out of 4 marks. 

Total = 8 out of 8 marks.

Commentary
Excellent knowledge on norms and how they are relative with 
a range of concepts (e.g. social construction; definition of 
relativity).  Explicit application of the source to the question. 
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Question 4 Outline and briefly evaluate the view individuals learn society’s norms through the  [12] 
process of primary socialisation.  

Sample answer
There are two types of socialisation primary and secondary. Primary is done by the family whereas secondary is done by 
other agents. Some sociologists think we learn our norms through the family however other sociologists think secondary 
agents teach us norms. 

The family are the ones who teach the norms of society first because you are in their care.  They look after you and teach 
you how to eat with a knife and fork and family are responsible for teaching you about your religion and your country. 
For example in Asian households the family would be teaching you about Islam and how to worship and all about the 
religious festivals like Eid.  The family would also teach about gender roles. Boys would learn masculine norms and girls 
would learn more feminine ones. The media are also important though because they also teach norms that are linked 
to gender, for example women are always shown in the housewife role and looking skinny and slim where boys are 
muscular and shown in more powerful roles. 

A01 - 2 out of 4 marks.  A02 - 2 out of 4 marks.   A03 - 2 out of 4 marks. 

Total = 6 out of 12 marks.

Commentary
This response shows basic knowledge. It is very narrow and 
lacking specific sociological knowledge, for example theory or 
studies. There is a lot of focus on examples but this is not backed 
up by evidence. The answer is relevant to the question but there 
is a lack of applied sociological material. There is a basic ability to 
evaluate through the comparison with the mass media but no 
explicit arguments against the view in the question. 

How the answer could be 
improved
The candidate could add some sociological theory and / or 
studies to help develop the ideas on either the basic teaching 
of norms or gender roles and normal patterns of behaviour 
for each gender. Specific evaluative statements could also be 
included to state the importance of the family teaching these 
roles. The evaluation throughout the media example could also 
be further developed. The whole view in the question needs to 
be questioned on some level e.g. the portrayal of individuals as 
passive in the socialisation process.

High band – Sample answer
Socialisation is a process that each human being goes through. It involves learning the norms and values of a society. 
There are two types of socialisation primary and secondary. Primary socialisation is undertaken by the family and 
secondary socialisation is conduction through a range of different agents.

The family is the main agent of primary socialisation and it can be argued they have the most influence between the 
ages of 0-5 as a child is within the family for most of the time.  The family are responsible for nurturing the child and 
teaching the child all about the culture in which they live. A norm that the family transmits is to eat with a knife and fork. 
Children will then have learnt the expected table manners to fit in, in the UK.  This wouldn’t be the same for all ethnic 
groups, for example it would be normal for Asians to eat with chopsticks.  The family are also responsible for the teaching 
of normal gender roles. Ann Oakley states that the family does this through manipulation, altering children’s behaviour, 
canalisation, channelling children’s interests into gender specific interests. This is also done through verbal appellations, 
the use of gender appropriate language such as “little soldier/little princess”. Finally Oakley argues through imitation 
children learn the norms for each gender. Postmodernists however argue that this may be changing, as parents are now 
challenging gender role socialisation. It is clear to see the family does teach society’s norms however we cannot discount 
the education system, which is an agent of secondary socialisation. Children have to be there legally until they are 18. 
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Althusser argues through the hidden curriculum children learn a whole range of society’s norms including workplace 
skills and values needed for later in life. Overall sociologists such as functionalists would agree that individuals do learn 
more of society’s norms and values through the family. 

A01 - 4 out of 4 marks.  A02 - 4 out of 4 marks.  A03 - 4 out of 4 marks. 

Total = 12 marks.

Commentary
Excellent knowledge and understanding of how norms are 
taught through primary socialisation. Use of sociological 
concepts and evidence through Oakley and Althusser is directly 
related to the question. The candidate also makes two evaluative 
points, supported with evidence. 
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Section B
Option 1: Families and relationships

Question 5 Define and briefly explain the idea of ‘equal relationships within the family’.   [5]

Low band – Sample answer
In a family that has equal relationships, there would be joint conjugal roles. Joint conjugal roles are when the man and 
women share domestic work. Men do the DIY and women take care of the children and house. They share tasks. 

AO1 -  2 out of 5 marks. 

Commentary
This response shows a basic understanding of joint conjugal 
roles with some confusion of shared roles. There is little focus on 
relationships and therefore the answer is partial.

How the answer could be 
improved
The candidate could open up the idea of equality within the 
household instead of listing tasks men and women undertake. 

High band – Sample answer
The family is now said to be symmetrical, meaning relationships are equal.  This term was introduced in a classic study 
by Wilmott and Young in the 1970s.  This is where both men and women take an equal share in working, housework 
and raising children. The household tasks are shared out equally between the man and woman. They also make joint 
decisions about family life meaning there is an equal relationship between the two. Wilmott and Young predicted 
families were becoming more equal as family life was becoming more home centred.

AO1 - 4 out of 5 marks.

Commentary
This answers displays excellent knowledge and understanding 
with some detail and evidenced through the work of Wilmott 
and Young.

How the answer could be 
improved
A little more detailed knowledge in terms of equal relationships; 
for example around sharing of decision making; the impact of 
paid work on relationships.
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Question 6 Identify and briefly describe two trends in marriage.   [8]

Sample answer
One trend in marriage is that people are getting married later. In the 1970s people were married in their early 20s now 
it’s more like their 30s. One reason for this is that people, especially women are becoming more career focused. Another 
trend in marriage is that it is declining. This is due to secularisation. It’s because people no longer believe in religion.

A01 - 3 out of 4 marks.  A02 - 2 out of 4 marks.

Total = 5 out of 8 marks.

Commentary
This answer shows good knowledge and two distinct and 
separate points are given, but it lacks depth and sociological 
evidence. 

How the answer could be 
improved
Both points need more development through the use of 
sociological evidence and/or specific statistics from social trends.

High band – Sample answer
There have been various trends in marriage one of them being its decline. One of the reasons that this may have 
occurred is the rising independence of women. Feminist Wilkinson argued that women have experienced a ‘gender 
quake’ in which they are pursuing careers before they settle down and get married with women entering the workplace 
at a quicker rate than men meaning marriage is no longer a key priority for women. A second trend in marriage would 
be the link with civil non-religious ceremonies. It’s estimated around a third of all marriage ceremonies have a religious 
aspect. This is due to the rise in secularisation. People in the contemporary UK no longer see the importance of religion 
and the ceremonies it practises and do not see the need to get married to have a monogamous relationship. 

A01 - 4 out of 4 marks.   A02 - 4 out of 4 marks. 

Total = 8 out of 8 marks.

Commentary
This answer shows excellent knowledge and understanding. 
There are two different trends given which are accurate and 
conceptual. The answer is explicitly applied to the question. 

How the answer could be 
improved
The addition of Postmodernism in the secularisation point would 
be welcomed. 
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Question 7 Explain reasons for changes in the birth rate in the UK.   [12]

Sample answer
The birth rate has been declining. One reason for this is that the infant mortality rate in the UK has decreased, therefore 
people do not have as many children as their children are surviving to adulthood. Another reason for the decline of birth 
rate is that women are becoming more career focused, due to changes in social attitudes of women in the workplace, as 
well as implementing legislation such as The Equal Pay Act. Another reason is that children are expensive.

A01 - 5 out of 8 marks.   A02 - 3 out of 4 marks.

Total = 8 out of 12 marks.

Commentary
This answer shows good knowledge and understating for the 
changes in the birth rate. There are three statements, however all 
three could be developed. There is basic evidence through the 
use of the Equal Pay Act.  

How the answer could be 
improved
Each reason could be further developed with sociological theory 
/ studies. The last point in particular is currently a statement 
which needs to be opened up and supported through 
sociological evidence. 

High band – Sample answer
The birth rate in the UK has declined. Sociologists argue there many reasons for this. Firstly Functionalists take a march 
of progress view whereby children cease to be economic assets and become economic liabilities having children now 
costs parents lots of money. Children are totally dependent on their parents often up until the age of 18 meaning to have 
children is expensive. There is a whole market aimed at children. Marcuse argued children use ‘pester power’ to get their 
parents to buy the latest consumer goods. Parents try to keep up meaning that to have a child is an expense. For these 
reasons parents do not have as many children as they used to.  Improvements in medicine and the introduction of free 
healthcare through the NHS mean that the infant mortality rate has also decreased. In the past families used to have 
many children as not all of them would survive. However now most children survive and we have excellent paediatric 
medicine parents do not have as much risk and therefore have fewer children. Finally there have been changes in the 
position of women. Women now have more options in life and do not prioritise children. Sharpe’s study highlighted that 
by the 1990s women thought having a career was more important. Some women choose to remain completely childless 
meaning the birth rate will decrease. 

A01 - 8 out of 8 marks.  A02 - 4 out of 4 marks. 

Total = 12 out of 12 marks.

Commentary
This answer shows excellent knowledge and understanding for 
the changes in the birth rate. There are three statements and all 
three are developed. The application is explicitly linked to the 
question with sociological evidence. 
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Question 8 Evaluate the view that the nuclear family is no longer the dominant family type.   [20]

Sample answer
A nuclear family is a man and woman who are married and have children. Functionalists believe that the nuclear 
family is the most universal and dominant family type. Even though the nuclear family was considered to be the most 
common family type, the contemporary UK has seen a rise in different family types. One family type that has increased 
in popularity is single parent families. One reason for the increase of this family type is that there has been a change 
in social attitudes and there is no longer a stigma attached to being a single parent. Postmodernists such as Giddens 
believe this is due to confluent love. Confluent love is when people search for ‘the one’ and leave relationships if unhappy. 
Another family type that has become more popular is the reconstituted family. This is where two nuclear families have 
broken down and the parents meet new people. This is because of the rise in divorce. This type of family has step parents 
and step children. There can be conflict in this type of family. Although members of a reconstituted family are not 
biologically related they still get married and live like a nuclear family. 

You can also get same sex families where there are two parents of the same sex. This has grown because of a change in 
the law which makes this legal. They can also adopt. The New Right don’t like this because they think it is unnatural. The 
child can’t be socialised properly because they won’t know the right gender role. But kids can learn their gender role 
from the media today. 

The nuclear family isn’t the norm anymore because people don’t want to get married anymore and it’s acceptable to just 
live with a partner. Lots of couples co-habit and they don’t feel the need to get married. This means that there are more 
children born outside of wedlock which isn’t typical of a traditional nuclear family. Couples live together first to test the 
waters, lots of them get married in the end which shows marriage is still popular and we will still have nuclear families. 

A01 - 4 out of 6 marks.  A02 - 3 out of 4 marks.  A03 - 6 out of 10 marks. 

Total = 13 out of 20 marks.

Commentary
This answer shows a reasonable range of knowledge and 
understanding, some remains under developed and there is a 
lack of sociological evidence. The material is implicitly linked to 
the question. The answer does show evaluation although this is 
under developed in places.

How the answer could be 
improved
The point on same sex families could benefit from some 
development with sociological evidence and a statement of 
evaluation.   The question is asking the candidate to evaluate 
the view that there is no longer a dominant family type and this 
candidate offers a range of knowledge to support the view, but 
there is no explicit criticism.

High band – Sample answer
For many years there was one dominant family type in the UK the nuclear family. The UK was traditional and it was seen 
as ideal especially by Functionalists such as Talcott Parsons to have a heterosexual couple who were married and had 
children. This type of family was able to carry out the functions of the family in an effective way and raise their young. 
However times have changed and society no longer holds those traditional family values, in the contemporary UK there 
are now a diverse range of family types and the nuclear family is no longer dominant. 

Perhaps the fastest growing family type in the UK is the reconstituted family. This consists of two families blending 
together usually after martial breakdown. The spouses re-marry and a new family is created, often involving step children. 
Given that the divorce rate is currently 40% there is no wonder the popularity of this family has grown. Many feel this 
family type face challenges such as the concept of co-parenting where the children may feel some angst towards the 
step parent, however this type of family is here to stay.
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Postmodernists argue that life is full of choice which has meant that there has been a rise in same sex families in the UK. 
The civil partnership act in 2005 gave same couples the right to have a legal union and live just like a family. The New 
Right are very critical of this type of family as they believe that with there being a lack of one gender children could grow 
up without the appropriate gender role model. Furthermore children could be subjected to bullying at school. Dunne 
counter argued the New Right’s concerns though and found that the children of same sex families are well balanced and 
tolerant. 

One of the biggest changes and potential threats to the nuclear family is alternatives to marriage and relationships such 
as cohabitation. As a country the UK is secular and religion has lost importance so to have religious ceremonies such as 
marriage meaning the nuclear family will no longer be dominant. Most couples cohabit as they see it as a trial run before 
marriage. Some choose to never marry at all. Morgan argues that women will not gain the satisfaction they gain from 
marriage as they are left vulnerable and unsatisfied. Feminists would view this as a positive change because it’s easier for 
women to escape unhappy relationships. 

Overall it clear to see that the nuclear family is no longer the dominant family type because of rising family diversity. 
However Chester points out that a lot of these other family types are quite similar to the nuclear family anyway and that 
we have neo-conventional families proving the nuclear family is still evident but not dominant.  

A01 - 6 out of 6 marks.  A02 - 4 out of 4 marks.   A03 - 8 out of 10 marks.

Total = 18 out of 20 marks.

Commentary
The candidate displays excellent knowledge and understanding. 
There are a range of points which are developed either through 
theory or sociological evidence. The answer is clear and logically 
structured. There are three evaluate points which show some 
development. 

How the answer could be 
improved
The evaluative statement on feminism could be further 
developed explaining why women may want to escape unhappy 
relationships. 
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Option 2: Youth subcultures

Question 9 Define and briefly explain the concept of ‘deviance amplification’.  [5]

Low band – Sample answer
This is when the media takes an idea and blows it up so it’s bigger than it actually is, like teenagers wearing hoodies. They 
write bad things and bad stories so people believe it, and it can create a moral panic. 

A01 - 3 out of 5 marks.

Commentary
This answer shows good knowledge and understanding, the 
description is slightly underdeveloped.

How the answer could be 
improved
A description of how the media blow things up would help 
to develop this answer, or how the public respond to a moral 
panic.  This response could have explained the role of moral 
entrepreneurs in the development of a moral panic and 
explained some sociological studies which have studied moral 
panics; for example, Fawbert, Cohen, or Hall.

High band – Sample answer
The concept of deviance amplification refers to when the media decide to take a story and sensationalise it. Negative 
headlines, images and increased frequency is used to further amplify the situation and create public fear. Moral 
entrepreneurs then come on board the moral panic, “calling” for action. This then blows up the issue to make it seem 
much bigger, and much more of a social problem. According to Marxists, moral panics can often lead to scapegoating – 
taking away the focus from problems which are really caused by capitalism.

AO1 - 4 out of 5 marks.

Commentary
This answer shows excellent knowledge and understanding with 
a developed description.  Frequent use of concepts and some 
theory.  

How the answer could be 
improved
To develop this answer further, the candidate could have added 
more detail to explain the amplification; for examples, Wilkins 
circle of amplification.
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Question 10 Identify and briefly describe two examples of ‘spectacular youth subcultures’.   [8]

Sample answer
One is the Mods. They were around in the 60s and had a stand out sense of style. They wore trendy clothes and listened 
to pop music such as the Kinks. They rode round on scooters like Vespa’s.

Another one is the Rockers, they were around at the same time as the Mods only they drove on motorbikes and they 
wore biker leather. They listened to rock music instead.  

A01 - 3 out of 4 marks.  A02 - 2 out of 4 marks. 

Total = 5 out of 8 marks.

Commentary
This answer shows good knowledge and understanding giving 
two separate and distinct spectacular youth subcultures. The 
description is under developed and superficial, but it is more 
than partial / confused so it is higher than level 2.

How the answer could be 
improved
This candidate needs to explicitly link features of a spectacular 
youth subculture to the two subcultures in question rather than 
just describing them. The response could include reference to 
sociological studies of the cited spectacular youth subcultures.

High band – Sample answer
There have been many spectacular youth subcultures within society each carrying their own sense of style, dress code 
and musical tastes. One such subculture was one of the first visible subcultures to be seen in the UK, the Teddy Boys. 
According to Jefferson, the Teddy Boys (1950s) had a distinctive identity styling their look on the Edwardian era. They 
would spend money on tailored suits with wide collars and winkle pickers. Their music of choice was rock and roll from 
the USA and they had a bad reputation for violence. Similar in violent reputation, the skin heads (1980s) were also a 
spectacular youth subculture, united in their angst towards society and migration. They wore jeans, braces and Dr. Martin 
boots often expressing their anger at society through racism.  According to P Cohen, the skinheads style was a way of 
resisting and rebelling against capitalism at a time when working class communities were seen to be under threat.

A01 - 4 out of 4 marks.  A02 - 4 out of 4 marks.

Total = 8 out of 8 marks.

Commentary
This answer shows excellent knowledge and understanding 
giving two separate and distinct spectacular youth subcultures, 
supported by sociological studies / evidence.
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Question 11 Explain reasons for the growth in youth culture.   [12]

Sample answer
Youth has got much bigger in society. It’s easy now to see young people as a clear social group. There have been many 
reasons for this. One reason is new music. Young people are the ones that like all of the new music styles. They are the 
ones that make music popular like in the 50s some of the music that came over from the USA was very different like Elvis. 
Young people really liked this and so it became a thing that popular music was for young people.

Another reason is because there was an increase in the birth rate. This was because of the baby boom after the war. This 
means that there were actually more young people in our society so youth culture grew.

A final reason is that young people had more money so people took notice of them. Britain had loads of work to do after 
the war so young people could get jobs because they didn’t have much to pay for. They could spend their money, this 
made them important. 

A01 -  5 out of 8 marks.  A02 - 3 out of 4 marks. 

Total = 8 out of 12 marks.

Commentary
This answer shows a range of knowledge and understanding, 
although it is lacking in detail and is superficial. List like account 
of points are presented. The points are applied to the question 
well but lack applied evidence.

How the answer could be 
improved
The points made are accurate they just need developing.  It 
would be good to see some sociological evidence/ studies/ 
theory /concepts.

High band – Sample answer
Youth is a period of time between the ages of 12-25. Sociologists argue that is it socially constructed. It is noticeable that 
since the 1950s there has been a growth in youth culture in the UK. After the second world war youth became a priority 
in building a better Britain one of the focus areas in the Beveridge report was ignorance which referred to the lack of 
education for young people. The Butler Act saw the increased school leaving age rise which means that young people 
had to stay in education for longer, thus expanding the period of youth. Education is now a very important part of a 
young person’s life and while they are in education they cannot work to support themselves meaning they rely on their 
parents for longer. Abrams described this as a cushion to help young people transition into the adult world. This coupled 
with child centeredness meant children were given longer before they became adults and youth was created for this 
transition. 

The media also became more specialised for young people creating a whole commercial market for young people. One 
of the first publications for young people was NME magazine. This allowed young people to buy their own consumer 
goods giving the age bracket proper status in society. Young people now have a huge market and are key consumers 
with advertising and marketing being aimed at them, one of the areas in which this is prominent is the music industry. 
Many other areas of society are also geared up to represent a whole youth consumer group such as sports and leisure 
facilities, like the cinema and sports grounds. This firmly puts young people on the map and shows that society is 
meeting the needs of young people. This whole notion can be criticised though as there have always been leisure 
activities for young people such picture houses. They have been around for many years. 

A01 - 7 out of 8 marks.  A02 - 4 out of 4 marks.

Total = 11 out of 12 marks.
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Commentary
This answer shows excellent knowledge and understanding; 
despite lacking in range, it makes up for in depth.  It is 
conceptually wide ranging. The points selected are developed 
and applied intrinsically to meet the demands of the question. 

How the answer could be 
improved
To make it into the top of the band for A01 an additional point 
could be made, even if it lacks the depth of the other two. 



Sample Candidate Style Answers

18

AS Level Sociology

Copyright © OCR 2015

Question 12 Evaluate functionalist explanations of why young people join gangs.   [20]

Sample answer
Functionalists think young people join gangs mainly because they do not have the same norms and values as everybody 
else.  For example Miller said that young boys have focal concerns, there are 6 of these, one of them in toughness. So 
young boys will get together and form a gang and they have to be tough, tougher than the other gang. They might 
fight or carry weapons. Other members of society know that carrying weapons is wrong but the boys in gangs don’t care 
because it’s a focal concern to be tough. This study did not look at women though, so we don’t know why they are in 
gangs. 

Another functionalist Merton said that people are in gangs because of the strain. They can’t do the same things as 
everybody else so they are innovators, ritualists, retreatists or rebels. The rebels they might join a gang and commit crime 
together. This has been criticised because not everybody will have one of those groups. 

Cloward and Ohlin disagree with functionalists, they think that people form gangs because of criminal and conflict 
subcultures. This is where people join a gang that is part of the criminal underworld and they can make money 
illegitimately and they can have a career. Or if it’s a conflict one it could be that they join a gang of football hooligans 
and are violent. There are lots of violent gangs in the UK. They often have gang wars with others like in Birmingham or 
Manchester innocent people can get in the way like the boy in Liverpool. This study does not explain all the gangs in the 
UK and what happens if the gang is not conflict or criminal. 

A01 - 4 out of 6 marks.  A02 - 3 out of 4 marks.  A03 - 5 out of 10 marks.

Total = 12 out of 20 marks.

Commentary
This answer shows a reasonable range of knowledge but 
lacks depth. Some of the points are under developed and are 
generalised concepts which are not always clearly explained. 
There is an attempt at evaluation but this is simple and under 
developed, mainly of the studies used. 

How the answer could be 
improved
The second point on Merton needs developing, presently all 
responses to strain are listed but they are not applied. The 
evaluation could be developed coupled with the use of other 
sociological theory. 

High band – Sample answer
A gang is a group of people who get together and create their own norms and values these are often deviant and may 
display criminal behaviour. 

One sociologist who looked at subcultural gangs in schools was Cohen. Cohen claimed that mainly working class boys 
joined anti school subcultures. The working class boys still aspired to middle class values and had the same aspirations 
as the rest of society. However it’s known that working class boys do not achieve highly in education and they will lack 
the qualifications necessary needed to gain a good job and success. This causes them to have status frustration. They feel 
a sense of personal failure so they join gangs. Often the gangs have a structure and the boys could climb up the ladder. 
They get their status this way instead of through work. Marxists would argue though that this will happen because 
middle class children are better suited to the education system. Things need to change to make it more meritocratic and 
then working class boys would do well. 

Charles Murray is from the New Right but he shares similar views to that of functionalists in terms of the importance 
of socialisation. Murray believes that the UK has a growing underclass who are at the bottom of the social strata. This 
underclass are raised in dysfunctional family types and suffer from inadequate socialisation.  They fail to adhere to 
mainstream norms and values and replace them with criminal ones. They do not work and rely on the welfare state for 
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money. The children are then socialised into this culture and the children often join criminal gangs to make illegitimate 
gains.  There is some proof this exists as if we went to a deprived area on a social housing estate we would be able to 
see gangs of young people who were displaying this type of behaviour. However Murray has been criticised for taking 
a negative view of some of the most vulnerable people in society.  His approach has been labelled a ‘blame the victim’ 
approach as he does not accept the underclass may be caused by factors outside the individual’s control.

Functionalist Merton argues that people join gangs as a result of strain they face in society. The functionalist view that 
we all share the norms and values means that most of us also have the same goals in life as each other; it’s just that some 
people have the means to achieve them and some people don’t. If somebody cannot achieve the goals then a situation 
called anomie might occur where people reject norms and values as a result of this strain. Some of Merton’s responses to 
strain are similar to subcultures or gangs in which people can make their own goals or find new ones.  Marxists are very 
critical of this though as nobody ever states who makes the goals and means each person has their own goals in life. 

A01 - 6 out of 6 marks.  A02 - 4 out of 4 marks.  A03 - 8 out of 10 marks. 

Total = 18 out of 20 marks.

Commentary
This answer shows a wide range of knowledge and 
understanding. Theories are accurately explained and show 
depth. The candidate uses studies and applies then to the 
question accurately. This answer shows a good ability to 
evaluate however some evaluative points are slightly under 
developed.

How the answer could be 
improved
More development in evaluative statements.
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Option 3: Media

Question 13 Define and briefly explain the ‘hypodermic syringe’ model.  [5]

Low band – Sample answer
The ‘hypodermic syringe’ model is when the media injects you with information that you passively receive. An example of 
this is after 911, the media portrayed Muslim people as bad and now everyone thinks the same.

A01 - 3 out of 5 marks. 

Commentary
Good knowledge and understanding, the example is appropriate 
but the definition is under developed.

How the answer could be 
improved
The definition needs developing; delving into messages the 
media sends might help; further links could be developed with 
the metaphor of drugs.

High band – Sample answer
The hypodermic syringe is a model of audience effect and perhaps the most extreme way the media can affect its 
audience. The analogy of syringe comes from the idea that as the human being is injected with a drug the body would 
be consumed by it, just as the media constantly injects its audience with messages and the audience passively accepts 
all of the media’s messages just like a drug.  This model implies that the media have an immediate and direct effect on its 
audience.

A01 - 4 out of 5 marks.

Commentary
This answer shows excellent knowledge and understanding of 
media effects on audience. 

How the answer could be 
improved
An example could be used; for example concerns over children 
watching violence on TV and how this may affect their behaviour.
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Question 14 Identify and briefly describe two ways in which ethnic groups are represented  [8] 
in the media.   

Sample answer
One way ethnic groups are represented in the media is that they are portrayed as criminals. An example of this is black 
people on T.V and films are often seen to be the ones committing the crimes. Another way ethnic groups are represented 
in the media is that they are portrayed as unemployed and relying on benefits. An example of this is eastern Europeans 
are often in the media for being unemployed and being on benefits. 

A01 - 2 out of 4 marks.  A02 - 2 out of 4 marks. 

Total = 4 out of 8 marks.

Commentary
This answer shows basic knowledge and understanding; 
two relevant and separate examples are given but they 
are unsupported by sociological evidence and therefore 
undeveloped and unsubstantiated.  Basic ability to apply 
knowledge to the question. 

How the answer could be 
improved
Both examples need developing; using specific sociological 
studies would help this.

High band – Sample answer
Ethnic minorities, in particular black men are represented as criminals. Stories focus on their negative deviant behaviour 
and the group becomes stereotyped. Hall’s study of mugging in the media in the 1970s and Afro-Caribbean youths 
showed how black men were blamed for the recent spate of muggings in London and subsequently black men have 
been viewed as criminals. Neo-Marxist Hall claimed this is another way that the capitalist system can control the masses 
by diverting the public’s attention away from real issues. This is referred to as scapegoating.

Ethnic minorities are also given limited representation in positive roles. There is a distinct lack of ethnic news readers. 
There is also a lack of leading and successful roles; instead the focus tends to be on placing them in stereotypical roles 
such as owning a corner shop or family business. This could reflect the fact the media is owned by powerful Caucasian 
men. 

A01 - 3 out of 4 marks.  A02 - 3 out of 4 marks. 

Total = 6 out of 8 marks.

Commentary
This answer shows a good knowledge and understanding with 
two distinct and accurate points. The candidate shows a good 
ability to apply the knowledge to the question set. However, the 
first way is stronger as it contains specific sociological studies / 
theory.
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Question 15 Explain how the media create moral panics. [12] 
 

Sample answer
One way in which the media creates a moral panic is through the hypodermic syringe. This is where we are injected with 
information from the media and passively accept it.

An example of this is how after the 9/11 incident the media displayed harsh messages of Muslims which led the 
majority of society to believe they are all bad people. Another example of this is how immigrants are represented as 
state dependent and lazy citizens because of shows such as ‘Benefits Street’ which emphasise these beliefs. The media 
also creates moral panics by making certain groups look worse than they are. This occurs because of the frequency in 
which negative stories appear. An example of this is with young people where there are always bad stories about them 
all the time. One of these stories was about teenagers wearing hoods saying they were intimidating so much that one 
shopping centre banned them.

A01 -  5 out of 8 marks.  A02 - 3 out of 4 marks.  

Total = 8 out of 12 marks.

Commentary
This answer displays good knowledge and understanding 
however, some is underdeveloped as it doesn’t explicitly focus 
enough on how the panic develops. Good ability to apply 
knowledge to the question.

How the answer could be 
improved
Development through adding the spiral of deviancy 
amplification/labelling. 

High band – Sample answer
A moral panic is when the media take an action or a group of people and distort the negative behaviour so it appears 
worse than it is. Through audience effects such as the hypodermic syringe most of the public believe this and then 
their opinion is changed. The media does this through the use of deviancy amplification as best seen in Cohen’s study 
of the Mods and the Rockers. The Mods and the Rockers were two opposing subcultures in the 1960s. They were totally 
different in terms of style and musical tastes. They sometimes clashed at the weekend and at bank holidays at the 
seaside and fights broke out. The media took these isolated incidents and sensationalised them. This caused the public 
perception of Mods and Rockers to change. The public because of the media response was then to believe that all Mods 
and Rockers were violent and the behaviour of the youth was poor. A moral panic was created and the Mods and the 
Rockers were demonised and made folk devils of. Soon shops in Brighton and Margate were boarding up their windows 
just in case the Mods and Rockers showed their violent poor behaviour and there was increased police presence. This 
actually amplifies deviance because, according to interactionists, it’s the labelling of the mods and rockers as deviant 
which leads to a self-fulfilling prophecy and they take the label on.

Some sociologists have noted that the moral panic does seem to be an outdated concept and that since the 1960s the 
media is losing its ability to create moral panics as there have been so many. 

A01 - 7 out of 8 marks.  A02 - 4 out of 4 marks. 

Total = 11 out of 12 marks.

Commentary
This answer shows excellent knowledge and understanding 
of how a moral panic is created and gives an accurate and 
developed example through Cohen’s study. Excellent ability to 
apply the relevant knowledge to the question set. 

How the answer could be 
improved
The final point on the demise of moral panics could be 
developed stating some of the reasons for the decline of moral 
panics.
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Question 16 Evaluate the view that representations of age in the media are no longer stereotypical.  [20] 

Sample answer
The media representations of age are still stereotypical. For years young people have been presented in a stereotypical 
way. They are seen as deviant and wrong. This hasn’t changed at all as young people get blamed for all of the problems 
in society and they cost a lot of money. Young people are more likely to commit crime so the government have to spend 
a lot of money. The media just tell stories to back this up so the public think that that’s all young people do. Cohen did a 
study on the Mods and the Rockers which showed how young people were trouble and they were labelled as bad. This 
hasn’t changed at all.

It’s the same for old people they are always seen as bad too. Victor said that old age was a period of; loneliness, ill health, 
being unable to learn and being dependent on others.  The media do nothing to stop people from thinking this. They 
show old people in a negative way and present them as victims of crime. This makes everybody think that old people are 
weak and does nothing to challenge this. 

Overall the media does not challenge age stereotypes at all. The ageing process is seen as negative and the media backs 
this up through the advertising about wrinkles and grey hair being bad. The media can cause social change but when it 
comes to age the media does back up all of the stereotypes. 

A01 - 4 out of 6 marks.  A02 - 2 out of 4 marks.  A03 - 5 out of 10 marks. 

Total = 11 out of 20 marks. 

Commentary
This answer shows a good range of knowledge and 
understanding but lacks in depth. The points are applied to the 
question but the answer is one sided and fails to really explicitly 
deal with the question. There is a basic ability to analyse and 
evaluate.    

How the answer could be 
improved
Develop evaluation and include more studies. The idea that 
stereotypes are changing needs to be addressed with more 
breadth. 

High band – Sample answer
The mass media stereotype all different types of identity. Age is socially constructed and the media help shape the 
public’s opinion of each age category.

Firstly the media represents children as the most vulnerable and weakest members of our society who need protection. 
They are seen as special and are often portrayed as victims through the media’s portrayal of crimes. For example Holly 
Wells and Jessica Chapman’s images were displayed all over the media when they went missing, promoting the notion 
that childhood is a special time in somebody’s life. This ideal ignores the fact that young people are growing up too 
quickly and no longer as innocent as they once were. 

Young people are presented in a negative way and are subject to negative labels.  Wayne suggested that one of these 
labels is linked to youth violence and crime. Young people are viewed as a social problem which needs to be addressed 
and then public believe what the media says about young people. Young people have been portrayed in many moral 
panics negatively although Cohen’s study of the Mods and the Rockers illustrated how the media created a moral panic 
about young people. There have been many other moral panics about young people such as Ravers in the 90s, wearing 
hoods, taking drugs, ASBO’s and Chavs. You can see the media have a very stereotypical negative image of young people. 
This isn’t fair as not all young people engage in anti-social and criminal behaviour but the representation of youth is still 
stereotypical. 
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The media tends to represent middle age in two different ways, it can be seen as positive as middle age people need 
no support from the government and they have one of the highest statuses in society. However the media’s portrayal 
changes when it comes to looks. Many anti-ageing products are promoted indicating that middle aged people do not 
look youthful anymore and need to prevent the ageing process. 

Finally the elderly have always been presented in a negative way. Old people are seen as grumpy, frail and as a burden. 
This has been this way for many years for the elderly.  However in recent years the media has been changing the 
representation of old people and presenting them in a less stereotypical way and a more positive light. ‘The Zimmers’ 
are a pop band who auditioned on Britain’s Got Talent. They sang and rapped and the media were really positive about 
them. The media also are trying to increase the roles of old people in TV shows and make them more comical like Norris 
in Coronation Street. Despite this though the media do still continue stereotype the elderly in a negative way. 

A01 - 5 out of 6 marks.  A02 - 4 out of 4 marks.  A03 - 8 out of 10 marks. 

Total = 17 out of 20 marks.

Commentary
This answer shows excellent knowledge and understating and 
raises a point on each age category. There is some sociological 
evidence to back up the points made and contemporary 
examples. This answer shows a wide range of points but 
some lack depth. The evaluation is excellent although more 
development would aid the response.  

How the answer could be 
improved
Develop evaluation and include more studies. 



Th
e 

sm
al

l p
ri

nt

We’d like to know your view on the resources we produce.  By 
clicking on the ‘Like’ or ‘Dislike’ button you can help us to ensure 
that our resources work for you.  When the email template pops 
up please add additional comments if you wish and then just click 
‘Send’.  Thank you.

If you do not currently offer this OCR qualification but would like to 
do so, please complete the Expression of Interest Form which can be 
found here: www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest

OCR Resources: the small print
OCR’s resources are provided to support the teaching of OCR 
specifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching 
method that is required by the Board and the decision to use 
them lies with the individual teacher.  Whilst every effort is made 
to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held 
responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources. We 
update our resources on a regular basis, so please check the OCR 
website to ensure you have the most up to date version.

© OCR 2015 – This resource may be freely copied and distributed, 
as long as the OCR logo and this message remain intact and OCR is 
acknowledged as the originator of this work. 

OCR acknowledges the use of the following content:
Square down and Square up: alexwhite/Shutterstock.com

Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of 
resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications: 
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk

OCR is part of Cambridge Assessment, a department of the University of Cambridge. 
For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance programme your call may 
be recorded or monitored. © OCR 2015 Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations is a 
Company Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England.  
Registered office 1 Hills Road, Cambridge CB1 2EU. Registered company number 
3484466. OCR is an exempt charity.

General qualifications
Telephone 01223 553998
Facsimile 01223 552627
Email general.qualifications@ocr.org.uk

ocr.org.uk/alevelreform
OCR customer contact centre

We will inform centres about any changes to the specification. We 
will also publish changes on our website. The latest version of our 
specification will always be the one on our website  
(www.ocr.org.uk) and this may differ from printed versions. 

Copyright © OCR 2015. All rights reserved.

Copyright 
OCR retains the copyright on all its publications, including the 
specifications. However, registered centres for OCR are permitted to 
copy material from this specification booklet for their own internal use.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=I%20liked%20the%20AS%20Level%20Sociology%20Component%201%20Candidate%20Style%20Answers
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=I%20disliked%20the%20AS%20Level%20Sociology%20Component%201%20Candidate%20Style%20Answers
http://www.ocr.org.uk/alevelreform
http://www.ocr.org.uk

	introduction
	Section A
	Section B Option 1: Families and relationships
	Section B Option 2: Youth subcultures
	Section B Option 3: Media



