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Lesson Element
Unit R018: Health and well-being for child development 
Safety in the Home 

Instructions and answers for teachers
These instructions cover the learner activity section which can be found on page 11. This Lesson Element supports Cambridge Nationals Level 1/2 in Child Development.

When distributing the activity section to the learners, either as a printed copy or as a Word file, you will need to remove the teacher instructions section.
The activity

This activity helps learners to recognise risks and hazards for children in the home by examining pictures of the main areas. After discussion, and carrying out research, they will be able to suggest ways of reducing the risks to create a safe home environment for children.

Supporting documents
· A set of laminated A4 picture sheets, one sheet for each room: the kitchen, bathroom, living room, bedroom and stairs. Each sheet has pictures of both safe and unsafe equipment or features in the various rooms.

· ‘Safety in the Home’ learner activity sheets.

· Internet access and/or textbooks such as:

· Minett, P. 2010 Child Care and Development, Hodder Education
· Meggitt, C. 2009 OCR Child Development for GCSE, Hodder Education.
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Suggested timing
· Activity 1: 15 minutes
· Activity 2: 15 minutes
· Activity 3: 30 minutes
Activity 1
Place your learners into groups and give each group a picture sheet showing one area of the home. Ask your learners to discuss the safety issues for young children raised by their picture and note down, on their activity sheet, examples of good safety practice and any examples of unsafe features. They should be prepared to share their observations with the rest of the class.
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Is the kitchen safe?
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Is the bathroom safe?
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Are the stairs safe?

Is the living room safe?
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Is the bedroom safe?
Activity 2

Ask each group to present their findings to the class. Facilitate discussion of safe/unsafe features. 
	ROOM:  KITCHEN

	Examples of safe features:
	Examples of unsafe features:

	Parent supervising child doing cooking activity.
Parent guiding what the child does.
Plug socket cover.

	Metal cutters – plastic would be less sharp.
Bottles of what could be detergent left on sink, child could drink these.
Pile of crockery – could fall and hurt child.
Though parent is with child at the cooker his feet are near the hob and a saucepan of what could be hot water. Danger of scalding.

Knife left on worktop within reach of child.
Child’s fingers could be trapped by the drawer.

	ROOM:  BATHROOM

	Examples of safe features:
	Examples of unsafe features:

	Shallow water in the bath.
	A young child in the bath – unsupervised – risk of falls/drowning.
Cleaning materials on shelves easily reachable by child. Should be in a locked or high up cupboard.

	ROOM:  STAIRS

	Examples of safe features:
	Examples of unsafe features:

	Adult supervising child crawling up stairs.
Stair gate.
	Unsupervised children exploring the stairs.
Skates left on stairs could be a trip hazard.


	ROOM:  LIVING ROOM

	Examples of safe features:
	Examples of unsafe features:

	Sofa and chairs are padded, no sharp corners.

	Sharp corners on coffee table.
No fire guard.
Plants on low coffee table – could be eaten by child.
Not much space for a child to crawl around without knocking things over.
Small items on floor – look like jigsaw pieces, could be choking hazard.
Child playing with an extension cable.  

No plug socket covers.


	ROOM:  BEDROOM

	Examples of safe features:
	Examples of unsafe features:

	Blinds are safe if they have no cords.
Bed guard on top bunk.
No toys at foot of ladder.
Cot bumper.
No pillow.
	Blinds would be a hazard if they have cords.
Ladder to upper bunk – needs to be age appropriate for the child.
Soft toys on shelves over cot – may fall and be a suffocation risk.
Chest of drawers too close to cot – child could climb out of cot on to it.


Activity 3

Summarise that a safe home environment for young children is achieved by using safety procedures for example not using extension cables, using safety equipment such as cooker guards, and also by parental supervision. 

Teachers should then introduce learners to the task of producing a home safety advice sheet for parents of young children. 
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Lesson Element

Health and well-being for child development 

Learner Activity
Safety in the Home 
Completing these tasks will help you to understand how parents can create a safe, child-friendly home environment for their children.

Activity 1 
Examine the picture you have been given. Discuss with your group what you think is safe and anything that could possibly be dangerous for young children. 

Note down on your activity sheet any examples of safe features and any examples of unsafe features that you can identify. Be prepared to share and explain your observations with the rest of the class.
Room ____________________________________________________________________

Examples of safe features:



Examples of unsafe features:

Activity 2

As each group present their findings to the class for each room, note down good ideas for safety and also any examples of unsafe features.
	ROOM:

	Examples of safe features:
	Examples of unsafe features:

	
	

	ROOM:

	Examples of safe features:
	Examples of unsafe features:

	
	

	ROOM:

	Examples of safe features:
	Examples of unsafe features:

	
	


	ROOM:

	Examples of safe features:
	Examples of unsafe features:

	
	


Activity 3

Your task is to create a home safety advice sheet for parents of young children.
To inform your advice sheet use information from your group work discussions, from textbooks or the internet.

Listed below are useful websites where you can find advice for parents, and also examples of products that they can use in the home, to create a safe environment for their children. 
http://www.mothercare.com/home-safety/buyersguide-ms-safety-sub1,default,pg.html?q=cooker%20gaurd
http://www.safetots.co.uk/Safety-Essentials/c1/index.html 

http://www.rospa.com/home-safety/
WORK – This activity offers an opportunity for work experience.





ABC – This activity offers an opportunity for English skills development.





We’d like to know your view on the resources we produce.  By clicking on ‘� HYPERLINK "mailto:resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk?subject=I%20liked%20the%20Cambridge%20Nationals%20Child%20Development%20Unit%20R018:%20Health%20and%20well-being%20for%20child%20development%20Lesson%20Element" ��Like’� or ‘�HYPERLINK "mailto:resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk?subject=I%20disliked%20the%20Cambridge%20Nationals%20Child%20Development%20Unit%20R018:%20Health%20and%20well-being%20for%20child%20development%20Lesson%20Element"��Dislike�’ you can help us to ensure that our resources work for you.  When the email template pops up please add additional comments if you wish and then just click ‘Send’.  Thank you.


If you do not currently offer this OCR qualification but would like to do so, please complete the Expression of Interest Form which can be found here: �HYPERLINK "http://www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest"��www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest�





OCR Resources: the small print�OCR’s resources are provided to support the teaching of OCR specifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching method that is required by the Board, and the decision to use them lies with the individual teacher.   Whilst every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources. �© OCR 2015 - This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as the OCR logo and this message remain intact and OCR is acknowledged as the originator of this work.


OCR acknowledges the use of the following content: Maths and English icons: Air0ne/Shutterstock.com ● Page 3 Mother and daughter cutting from dough: ISchmidt/shutterstock.co.uk ● Outline of a kitchen worktop: Elena Runova/shutterstock.co.uk ● Mother and child cooking: Image Point Fr/shutterstock.co.uk ● Child with kitchen knife: onebluelight/istockphoto.com ● Child opening cupboard: DmitriMaruta/shutterstock.co.uk ● Plug: Alasdair Thomson/istockphoto.com  ● Page 4 Image of a bathroom: tashh1601/shutterstock.co.uk ● Child brushing teeth in bath: FamVeld/istockphoto.com ● Child playing in bath: Ruud Morijn Photographer/shutterstock.co.uk ● Page 5 Rollerskates on stairs: ClarenceCarvell/istockphoto.com ● Baby and mother climbing stairs: Brian McEntire/istockphoto.com ● Child climbing stairs: Fertnig/istockphoto.com● Child attempting to climb stairs: michellegibson/istockphoto.com ● Child looking through baby gate: matmart/istockphoto.com ● Page 6 Child playing with plug: Iakov Filimonov/istockphoto.com ● Child playing with hoover: Martin Novak/shutterstock.co.uk ● Living room: romakoma/shutterstock.co.uk ● Page 7 Childs bedroom: Pablo Scapinachis/shutterstock.co.uk ● Babys bedroom: Pablo Scapinachis/shutterstock.co.uk ● Baby in cot: Patryk Kosmider/shutterstock.co.uk


Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications: �HYPERLINK "mailto:resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk"��resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk�
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