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Lesson Element
Nineteen Eighty-Four  
Instructions for teachers
These instructions cover the student activity section which can be found on page 4. This Lesson Element supports the teaching of Nineteen Eighty-Four for OCR AS Level English Literature, Component 02.
When distributing the activity section to the students either as a printed copy or as a Word file, you will need to remove the teacher instructions section.
· Learners are required to communicate their knowledge, understanding and judgement of their set text fluently, accurately and effectively.

· Learners are required to understand the significance of cultural and contextual influences on readers and writers.

· Learners are required to identify and consider how attitudes and values are expressed in their chosen texts.
· Learners are required to explore connections between their set text and thematically linked unseen extracts.
Introduction

OCR recognises that the teaching of this qualification will vary greatly from school to school and from teacher to teacher. With that in mind this lesson plan is offered as a possible approach but will be subject to modifications by the individual teacher. 
There is roughly 2 - 2.5 hours’ worth of activity included.
Learning Objectives for the Lesson
	Objective 1
(AO3)
	Students will be able to assess the significance and influence of the contexts in which Nineteen Eighty-Four was written and has been received.

	Objective 2
(AO4) 
	Students will be able to analyse connections and comparisons between Nineteen Eighty-Four and other works.

	Objective 3 
(AO1)
	Students will be able to articulate informed, personal and creative responses to Nineteen Eighty-Four, using associated concepts and terminology, and coherent, accurate written (or spoken) expression.


Recap of previous experience and prior knowledge

Remind students of the Specification Aims, Assessment Objectives and text requirements for this component (especially AO3 – ‘contexts’). 

Prepare

Collate useful books and details of useful websites that can be used to research ‘context’. Where key information is lacking produce ‘context’ prompt sheets to enable learners to locate/consolidate appropriate information.

1. Introduction – watch sections of the film (10 minutes viewing/ 10 minutes feedback/discussion)

Show students brief sections from the film Nineteen Eighty-Four (Radford, 1984) and ask them to write down their initial impressions as to what life in the regime is like; brief feedback and discussion.
2. Research (30 minutes)
You should extend or contract the time for this task based on how much guidance material you intend to provide. This could easily be a task that is undertaken prior to the lesson or that may take more time within the lesson to enable learners to take greater control over locating appropriate contextual material.
Divide students into small groups. Ask groups to go away and research (books and internet) the context of Orwell’s writing, assessing the significance of: 

· major biographical events in Orwell’s life that are likely to have influenced his philosophy and writing; 

· major socio-political events that Orwell experienced that are likely to have influenced his philosophy and writing; 

· literary and cultural influences that shaped Orwell’s work,

· stylistic features and thematic concerns that are addressed/presented within his major literary works.

Each group of learners should focus on a bullet point for their presentation. 

Note: Learners should be reminded that all contexts are only relevant if you are able to argue that they influenced Orwell’s writing. 
3. Biography and Context presentation(s) (10 – 15 minutes)

Ask learners to present on their focus section: major biographical events in Orwell’s life that are likely to have influenced his philosophy and writing; major socio-political events that Orwell experienced that are likely to have influenced his philosophy and writing; literary and cultural influences that shaped Orwell’s work, stylistic features and thematic concerns that are addressed/presented within his major literary works.

Learners should make notes on one another’s presentations. Electronic copies of the presentations should be kept for later dissemination. 

4. Discussion on context- (10 minutes)

Ask learners to individually decide to what extent they feel the various contexts are likely to have influenced Orwell. Learners should prioritise the influence the contexts are likely to have had on the text. (See learner activity sheet)
5. Explain the influence of 20th century totalitarian regimes (15 minutes/ 10 minutes discussion) 
Briefly explain how 20th century dictators such as Hitler and Stalin and other Totalitarian regimes influenced Orwell’s writing. Create a series of slides demonstrating some of the worst instances of inhumanity within each of the regimes and the measures used to control the population. 
1. Hitler and the Nazis (Nazism) 
2. Stalin (Communism) 
3. Mussolini (Fascism) 
You may wish to include in this section critical assessments as to why such regimes emerged in this historical moment – how domestic and international politics and certain philosophies created the ideal climate for these regimes to grow. Briefly explaining the ideologies embedded in each of the above political philosophies would provide useful insights for learners to aid understanding as to how atrocities against minorities and ‘social undesirables’ could be committed on such a vast scale and in such a very public way.

You may also wish to provide details regarding the influence of Karl Marx and the ‘Communist Manifesto’ on these regimes – in terms of how his beliefs informed some of the political philosophies of the regimes or how the fear of Communism shaped others. 
6. Reading (20 minutes)
Distribute copies of Nineteen Eighty-Four; students should take turns to read aloud from the opening. At key points the teacher should insert useful comments in relation to key meanings that should be drawn out of the text.

7. Reading analytically - (15 minutes paired task/10 minutes full group feedback) 

In pairs, learners should discuss the ways in which the opening chapter introduces the regime. They should consider the impression they have of the regime, what mechanisms of control are being adopted by the regime and how this relates to the totalitarian regimes they have been introduced to. They should compare whether the mechanisms of control presented in this regime are as sinister in appearance as real-life examples. Learners should assess the extent to which the opening impressions of the regime fully prepare the reader for what happens later in the novel. Learners should particularly assess the significance of the linguistic and structural features employed by Orwell in the opening to present the regime (Lexis and narrative focalisation should be considered).
Ensure that you collate ideas from each of the pairs in a full class discussion – asking learners to make notes on each other’s points. 

Consolidation/Next steps
8. Plenary task (10 minutes)
Show further scenes from the film version of Nineteen Eighty-Four (Radford, 1984). Tell students to note down impressions from each scene of significance in the context of the biographical and contextual information already covered.

Or ask learners to prepare a plan for the essay: To what extent does the opening of Nineteen Eighty-Four draw on the political contexts of the time?
 

Please note this question does not fit the exam style format, but does offer learners the opportunity to consolidate their learning for the session and to practice presenting their ideas within an extended piece of critical writing.
9. Homework Tasks

Continue reading Nineteen Eighty-Four in preparation for class study.
Essay: To what extent does the opening of Nineteen Eighty-Four draw on the political contexts of the time?
10. Preparation for next lesson Introduction to Third Person Narrative: 

Write down impressions of this lesson in the third person to bring to the next lesson. This is a pre-cursor to thinking about the advantages and shortcomings of Orwell's use of the third person narrative in the novel.
Supporting/further information 
Films:

Nineteen Eighty-Four (Radford, 1984).
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Lesson Element

Nineteen Eighty-Four
Student Activity
Introduction
This lesson will introduce you to George Orwell and Nineteen Eighty-Four.
Task 1: Introductory Film 

Write down your initial impressions of Nineteen Eighty-Four:

Task 2: Biography and Context 

Review the presentations on Orwell’s life and influences and then complete the table below listing each contextual feature in order of importance.  Provide a justification for each event.

	Order of importance
	Significant event
	Justification

	1
	
	

	2
	
	

	3
	
	

	4
	
	

	5
	
	



We’d like to know your view on the resources we produce.  By clicking on ‘�HYPERLINK "mailto:resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk?subject=I%20liked%20the%20OCR%20AS%20Level%20English%20Literature%20Lesson%20Element%20-%20The%20Great%20Gatsby"��Like�’ or ‘�HYPERLINK "mailto:resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk?subject=I%20disliked%20the%20OCR%20AS%20Level%20English%20Literature%20Lesson%20Element%20-%20The%20Great%20Gatsby"��Dislike�’ you can help us to ensure that our resources work for you.  When the email template pops up please add additional comments if you wish and then just click ‘Send’.  Thank you.


If you do not currently offer this OCR qualification but would like to do so, please complete the Expression of Interest Form which can be found here: �HYPERLINK "http://www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest"��www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest�





OCR Resources: the small print�OCR’s resources are provided to support the teaching of OCR specifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching method that is required by the Board, and the decision to use them lies with the individual teacher.   Whilst every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources. �© OCR 2015 - This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as the OCR logo and this message remain intact and OCR is acknowledged as the originator of this work.


OCR acknowledges the use of the following content: Page 1: Great Gatsby Image Gorbash Varvara/Shutterstock.com


Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications: �HYPERLINK "mailto:resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk"��resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk�





OCR Resources: the small print�OCR’s resources are provided to support the teaching of OCR specifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching method that is required by the Board, and the decision to use them lies with the individual teacher.   Whilst every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources. �© OCR 2015 - This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as the OCR logo and this message remain intact and OCR is acknowledged as the originator of this work.


OCR acknowledges the use of the following content: n/a


Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications: �HYPERLINK "mailto:resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk"��resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk�





We’d like to know your view on the resources we produce.  By clicking on ‘�HYPERLINK "mailto:resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk?subject=I%20like%20this%20AS%20Level%20Englsih%20Literature%20Nineteen%20Eighty-Four%20Lesson%20Element"��Like�’ or ‘�HYPERLINK "mailto:resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk?subject=I%20dislike%20this%20AS%20Level%20Englsih%20Literature%20Nineteen%20Eighty-Four%20Lesson%20Element"��Dislike�’ you can help us to ensure that our resources work for you.  When the email template pops up please add additional comments if you wish and then just click ‘Send’.  Thank you.


If you do not currently offer this OCR qualification but would like to do so, please complete the Expression of Interest Form which can be found here: �HYPERLINK "http://www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest"��www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest�
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