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MARKER’S COMMENTS 
Responses to Question 2a 

Candidate 1 – Low Band 5

This answer shows evidence of a detailed knowledge, with some detailed quotation (AO2), from the play and shows some grasp of 
the question, but the focus of the argument shows a rather oblique angle on the question – this is particularly evident in the long 
discussion of the ‘maggots’ image and the consideration of Gertrude’s account of Ophelia’s death (AO1). The response does make 
significant points on Hamlet’s status as a revenge hero and the implications of this for his trust of other characters and the way the 
‘honesty’ of his initial appearance on stage is replaced by ‘madness’ and concealment but overall the answer lacks a fully secure grip 
on the question of ‘trust’ and its place in ‘the world of Hamlet’. There is some relevant reference to critical views (AO5). 

Candidate 2– Secure Band 6

This answer contains some excellent understanding of the text and the question and covers a range of relevant points (AO1) well 
supported by textual detail (AO2) and expressed in an appropriate register. The argument is informed by different readings and 
there are glances to contextual understanding.  Section on Claudius and Laertes is less convincing but the conclusion is a cogent 
summing up (AO1).

Responses to Question 2b

Candidate 3 – Mid Band 4

This answer presents a straightforward argument (AO1) that Claudius is a villain whose actions do not show evidence of a 
conscience with a brief consideration of the alternative view (AO5) that Claudius may show conscience in the prayer scene. There 
is some use of close textual support/ quotation (AO2). This approach is tenable but the answer does not adequately engage with 
moments where Claudius does show flashes of conscience/moral awareness which is the clear invitation of the question. There is 
little evidence of contextual awareness (AO3). The competent discussion of Claudius’s villainy and presentation of a facade shows 
sufficient relevant understanding to merit secure Band 4.   

Candidate 4  - High Band 5

The first part of this answer presents a sound view of Claudius as a villain and this is supported by appropriate textual reference 
(AO2) and one particularly pertinent reference to a critic (AO5). However, the argument develops in a more nuanced way (AO1) in 
its discussion of the prayer scene - good use of detailed quotation and production - (AO2) and in its cogent conclusion; this lifts the 
mark to high Band 5.
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MARKER’S COMMENTS 
Responses to Question 3b

Candidate 1 – High Band 5

This is a detailed and engaged response which makes a series of good points debating the issues raised and ends on a strong note, 
which lifts the mark, discussing whether or not the ‘pardon’ is in fact a more severe punishment (AO1). Good textual knowledge 
is shown and a range of quotation used (AO2). The answer draws well upon critical viewpoints and production (AO5). There is 
evidence of contextual knowledge though it is not completely precise or secure (AO3).

Candidate 2 – Low Band 6

This is a sustained answer marshalling a series of good points focused on the question (AO1) with a good range of textual detail and 
some analysis of effects (AO2). It is logically structured in an appropriate register (AO1) and draws effectively on productions and 
critical viewpoints (AO5. More attention to the detail of the impact and reaction to the pardoning at the end could have lifted mark 
in Band.

Candidate 3 – Secure Band 6

This answer is well structured and consistently focused on the question – the final discussion of the pardoning of others appears to 
be a digression from the focus of the question but is made relevant by folding it into the pardoning of Angelo through comparison 
(AO1). There is good use of textual support, reflection on effects of language (AO2) and use of critics and productions (AO5). There 
are some lapses in accuracy but the specific and relevant contextual material helps to merit a secure Band 6 (AO3).
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MARKER’S COMMENTS 
Responses to Question 5b

Candidate 1 - Mid Band 4

This answer shows some understanding of the text and question in terms of Prospero’s relationship with Ariel, Caliban and Miranda 
(AO1). Some general contextual knowledge is shown (AO3) and there is some appropriate use of quotation from the text (AO2). The 
answer does not discuss different views (AO5) and though the writing is clear there are several technical flaws; the response is short 
and covers only a narrow range of points.

Candidate 2 - High Band 4

This answer shows some understanding of the text and question in terms of Prospero’s relationship with Ariel, Caliban and Miranda 
(AO1). Some general contextual knowledge is shown (AO3) and there is some appropriate use of quotation from the text (AO2). The 
answer does not discuss different views (AO5) and though the writing is clear there are several technical flaws; the response is short 
and covers only a narrow range of points.

 Candidate 3 - Low Band 6

This answer shows a detailed understanding of the question and constructs a well organised argument in an appropriate register 
evaluating the view of Prospero’s misuse of power in a balanced and at times nuanced way (AO1). Specific examples of Prospero’s 
use/misuse of power are discussed in detail with good use of supportive quotation from the text and some focus on the effects of 
language (AO2). The range of points is quite narrow but the response does consider in broad terms the difference between a 17th 
century and a modern response to the text (AO5) and some contextual knowledge (for example, with respect to Caliban) is used to 
good effect though 17th century attitudes towards the usurpation of a divinely appointed king are less secure (AO3). 
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MARKER’S COMMENTS 
Responses to Question 6b

Candidate 1 – Low Band 4

This answer presents some straightforward arguments (AO1) concerning the audience’s potential shifts of sympathy towards 
Malvolio with some supportive textual detail/quotation and a reference to a performance (AO2) though there are technical errors in 
the writing. There is little evidence of different interpretations (AO5) or contextual awareness (AO3) in what is quite a short response, 
but there is some evidence of competence and the textual detail lifts this into band 4.

Candidate 2 –  High Band 4 

This is a securely competent response, though the opening is not entirely convincing in suggesting that Malvolio’s Puritan status 
would create sympathy in the Shakespearean audience (AO3). Straightforward understanding is shown of the way Malvolio’s 
character may distance the audience and how his treatment towards the end of the play is abusive and arouses sympathy (AO1). 
Some textual detail is cited and there is use of quotation (AO2) and a performance is referenced. The argument is informed by a 
sense of debate and interpretative possibility (AO5).

Candidate 3 – Secure Band 5

This answer shows good understanding of the issues raised by the question and the potential shifts of sympathy towards Malvolio 
experienced by audiences (AO1) (however, it is not tenable to describe the play as a tragedy – ‘dark comedy’, possibly). Some good 
detailed reference to episodes in the text and some use of quotation, though analysis of effects of language, form and structure 
could be developed (AO2). Does engage, in broad terms, with different interpretations.
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SECTION TWO – POETRY PRE-1900
CHAUCER – THE MERCHANT’S PROLOGUE AND TALE - QUESTION 7

Candidate 2 
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SECTION TWO – POETRY PRE-1900
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MARKER’S COMMENTS 
Responses to Question 7

Candidate 1– Low Band Five

The answer does show some understanding of the way Damyan is presented and satirised as a courtly lover, but understanding is 
not consistently secure (AO1) – his sickness and extreme emotions are satirised but they are typical characteristics of a courtly lover. 
Apt connections are made to rest of text (AO4). Some evidence of a very competent attention to AO2 effects (alliteration, allusion to 
Eden, rhetorical questions, animal imagery) which secures a top band 4/borderline 5, though more attention to layers of irony in the 
language could have secured a higher mark, for example, his relationship to the ‘fresshe lady May’, Damyan’s comparison with the 
‘goode man’, Januarie and whether or not he is a ‘gentil squier’ and ‘servysable’ – to whom? 

Candidate 2 – Secure Band Five

This is a good answer, satisfying all the AOs at a secure band 5 level. There is a clear line of development in the argument, using an 
appropriate register, which responds well to the ironic perspective in the extract (AO1). There are examples of some effective AO2 
analysis, although here there is room for more development in the analysis of the effects of language, religious allusion and verse 
form (AO2). The answer makes apt links in appropriate detail to other parts of the text (AO4) and shows some good understanding 
of the significance of the courtly love context and shows some acknowledgement of the context of reception (AO3).

Candidate 3 – Band Six

There is some excellent understanding in this answer of the way Damyan is presented ironically as ‘gentil’, the encouragement of 
the audience to be amused by his hiding away a ‘lay’ next to his ‘herte’ and the lustful nature of his ‘desyr’ (though, of course, his 
languishing in love sickness is a courtly tradition, not acknowledged in this answer). There is some excellent analysis of AO2 effects 
– ironic use of ‘gentil’ and ‘servysable’, the use of couplets and the connotations of ‘lat’; though links to rest of poem are good and 
appropriate (AO4) more close attention to this extract would have achieved a higher mark.
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MARKER’S COMMENTS 
Responses to Question 10

Candidate 1 - High Band 4

This answer shows a competent understanding of the extract, its negative tone and bitterness towards society (AO1) and shows 
some evidence of an analytical response to language (AO2). Connections are made to the rest of the poem although these are not 
tightly anchored (AO4). Writing is clear, though technically flawed, in a generally appropriate register but overall the answer lacks the 
close detailed attention to the text, the effects of its language, imagery and verse form, and the adequacy of coverage of the extract 
to press Band 5.

Candidate 2 – Low Band 5

This answer shows a secure understanding of the speaker’s attitude towards aspects of society, although does not sharpen its focus 
to a consideration of the specific ‘people’  - the suitor, the grandfather, the preacher and even the speaker himself (AO1). There is 
some evidence of close AO2 analysis of effects of language and there is a reference to social/political context (AO3) and connections 
are made to the rest of the poem (AO4). A sharper focus on textual detail and its analysis would have secured a mark higher in Band.

Candidate 3 – Good Band 5

This answer shows a very secure understanding of the extract (AO1) and its relationship to the rest of the poem (AO4) and context 
(particularly biographical context) (AO3). There is evidence of good close analysis but the candidate does not make this central to 
the answer given that the dominant AO in this task is AO2. The overall level of understanding, register, control of expression and 
evidence of nuanced reading is of sufficient quality to merit good band 5 marks. 

Candidate 4 – Secure Band 6

This is a succinct, fluently written and well-structured response (AO1). It is consistently detailed and analytical in its approach 
drawing on a range of technical concepts to reflect upon the language and imagery (and, in a place, verse form) used (AO2). Good 
detailed links are made to the rest of the poem (AO4) and there is an assured awareness of context (AO3). Overall, this is very secure 
Band 6 achievement.
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MARKER’S COMMENTS 
Responses to Question 11

Candidate 1 - Low Band 5

This is a very competent response to the poem showing a straightforward understanding of its ideas, the central contrast between 
the two examples of love, and the poem’s development (AO1) with some examples of textual detail and some analysis of language 
effects, though little attention is given to verse form and imagery (AO2). It is clearly and accurately written in an appropriate register 
but only one poem is referenced, almost in passing (AO4); there is some appropriate awareness of Rossetti’s Christianity and the 
position of women (AO3).

Candidate 2 - Secure Band 5

This is a good answer showing a detailed understanding of the contrast in the poem and the transition from earthly to heavenly love 
(AO1), with some very good attention to details of language and, to a lesser extent, form (AO2). Other poems are referenced briefly 
(AO4) and there is an appropriate and relevant acknowledgement of the significance of social and biographical context (AO3). The 
poem contains some powerful imagery and attention to this could have lifted the mark further.

Candidate 3 - Low Band 6

This is a very good, detailed response to the poem, well-structured and developing some of the implications and nuances of the 
portrayal of earthly and heavenly love (AO1). It is written in an appropriate register with some very good examples of close textual 
analysis of language (AO2). Good, brief links are made to other poems (AO4) and there is a command of relevant contextual detail 
(AO3). 
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