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MARKER’S COMMENTS

Responses to Question 2a

Candidate 1 - Low Band 5

This answer shows evidence of a detailed knowledge, with some detailed quotation (AO2), from the play and shows some grasp of
the question, but the focus of the argument shows a rather oblique angle on the question — this is particularly evident in the long
discussion of the ‘maggots'image and the consideration of Gertrude’s account of Ophelia’s death (AO1). The response does make
significant points on Hamlet's status as a revenge hero and the implications of this for his trust of other characters and the way the
‘honesty’ of his initial appearance on stage is replaced by ‘madness’and concealment but overall the answer lacks a fully secure grip
on the question of ‘trust’and its place in ‘the world of Hamlet’ There is some relevant reference to critical views (AO5).

Candidate 2- Secure Band 6

This answer contains some excellent understanding of the text and the question and covers a range of relevant points (AO1) well
supported by textual detail (AO2) and expressed in an appropriate register. The argument is informed by different readings and
there are glances to contextual understanding. Section on Claudius and Laertes is less convincing but the conclusion is a cogent
summing up (AO1).

Responses to Question 2b

Candidate 3 - Mid Band 4

This answer presents a straightforward argument (AO1) that Claudius is a villain whose actions do not show evidence of a
conscience with a brief consideration of the alternative view (AO5) that Claudius may show conscience in the prayer scene. There
is some use of close textual support/ quotation (AO2). This approach is tenable but the answer does not adequately engage with
moments where Claudius does show flashes of conscience/moral awareness which is the clear invitation of the question. There is
little evidence of contextual awareness (AO3). The competent discussion of Claudius's villainy and presentation of a facade shows
sufficient relevant understanding to merit secure Band 4.

Candidate 4 - High Band 5

The first part of this answer presents a sound view of Claudius as a villain and this is supported by appropriate textual reference
(AO2) and one particularly pertinent reference to a critic (AO5). However, the argument develops in a more nuanced way (AO1) in
its discussion of the prayer scene - good use of detailed quotation and production - (AO2) and in its cogent conclusion; this lifts the
mark to high Band 5.
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SECTION ONE - SHAKESPEARE
MEASURE FOR MEASURE — QUESTION 3B
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SECTION ONE - SHAKESPEARE
MEASURE FOR MEASURE — QUESTION 3B

Candidate 2
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SECTION ONE - SHAKESPEARE
MEASURE FOR MEASURE — QUESTION 3B

Candidate 3
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MARKER’S COMMENTS

Responses to Question 3b

Candidate 1 - High Band 5

This is a detailed and engaged response which makes a series of good points debating the issues raised and ends on a strong note,
which lifts the mark, discussing whether or not the ‘pardon’is in fact a more severe punishment (AO1). Good textual knowledge

is shown and a range of quotation used (AO2). The answer draws well upon critical viewpoints and production (AO5). There is
evidence of contextual knowledge though it is not completely precise or secure (AO3).

Candidate 2 - Low Band 6

This is a sustained answer marshalling a series of good points focused on the question (AO1) with a good range of textual detail and
some analysis of effects (AO2). It is logically structured in an appropriate register (AO1) and draws effectively on productions and
critical viewpoints (AOS5. More attention to the detail of the impact and reaction to the pardoning at the end could have lifted mark
in Band.

Candidate 3 - Secure Band 6

This answer is well structured and consistently focused on the question — the final discussion of the pardoning of others appears to
be a digression from the focus of the question but is made relevant by folding it into the pardoning of Angelo through comparison
(AO1). There is good use of textual support, reflection on effects of language (AO2) and use of critics and productions (AO5). There
are some lapses in accuracy but the specific and relevant contextual material helps to merit a secure Band 6 (AO3).
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SECTION ONE - SHAKESPEARE
THE TEMPEST - QUESTION 5B

Candidate 2
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SECTION ONE - SHAKESPEARE
THE TEMPEST - QUESTION 5B

Candidate 3
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MARKER’S COMMENTS

Responses to Question 5b

Candidate 1 - Mid Band 4

This answer shows some understanding of the text and question in terms of Prospero’s relationship with Ariel, Caliban and Miranda

(AO1). Some general contextual knowledge is shown (AO3) and there is some appropriate use of quotation from the text (AO2). The
answer does not discuss different views (AO5) and though the writing is clear there are several technical flaws; the response is short
and covers only a narrow range of points.

Candidate 2 - High Band 4

This answer shows some understanding of the text and question in terms of Prospero’s relationship with Ariel, Caliban and Miranda

(AO1). Some general contextual knowledge is shown (AO3) and there is some appropriate use of quotation from the text (AO2). The
answer does not discuss different views (AO5) and though the writing is clear there are several technical flaws; the response is short
and covers only a narrow range of points.

Candidate 3 - Low Band 6

This answer shows a detailed understanding of the question and constructs a well organised argument in an appropriate register
evaluating the view of Prospero’s misuse of power in a balanced and at times nuanced way (AO1). Specific examples of Prospero’s
use/misuse of power are discussed in detail with good use of supportive quotation from the text and some focus on the effects of
language (AO2). The range of points is quite narrow but the response does consider in broad terms the difference between a 17th
century and a modern response to the text (AO5) and some contextual knowledge (for example, with respect to Caliban) is used to
good effect though 17th century attitudes towards the usurpation of a divinely appointed king are less secure (AO3).
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SECTION ONE - SHAKESPEARE
TWELFTH NIGHT - QUESTION 6B

Candidate 1

Section 1: Shakespeare's Twelfth Night

Q1) The play ends on what is thought to be a good note; almost all of the main characters are happy and
in love, excluding Malvolio. Malvolio is generally presented as a bad character, hence the name Malvolio
which means bad. He is constantly portrayed as selfish, cruel and obsessed with himself. After he is
tricked by Maria; Sir Toby and Fabian convince Olivia that he has been possesed leading to Malvolio
being locked away in a room without light. It is at this point when the audience may being to sympathise
with Malvolio, in the end he only wanted the same as every other character in the play.

Malvolio's potrayal constantly changes, he is often presented in a negative fashion before Shakespeare
shows the audience that his character is in a state of unhappiness or even desperation. We can clearly
see this when Malvolio is reading Maria's letter, "I will have Sir Toby removed from my lady's house",
followed by "l am happy" is what leads to the confused characteristics of Malvolio. Upon stating that he
would like to remove a fairly neutral character from a household he does not own reveals Malvolio's
selfish and dark character; however, when he tells the audience that he is happy we are lead to believe
that this is a rare occurence and that he is miserable or depressed the rest of the time. In the Globe
Theatre's production of Twelfth Night, Malvolio's actor lets out a sigh of relief hinting that he has been
restrained in his own melancholy for quite some time and the love from Olivia was what set him free.

Following on from this point, the Sir Topaz scene is another great example of how Malvolio's character is
being marginalised despite the fact that he has commited no real crimes. The fool known as Feste acts
as the voice of Sir Topaz who attempts to convince Malvolio that he has gone mad. Malvolio asks for
paper and a light source, however Feste (acting as Sir Topaz) tells him that "there is plenty of light".
Eventually Malvolio manages to get his letter to Olivia, who soon realises that he was tricked by Maria.
At this point all of the character are happy and upon Malvolio's return the characters who had him
locked away apologise, but are not punished.

At this point the audience will start to sympathise with Malvolio, he was punished for no reason yet the
characters who had him locked away remained happy and unpunished, this injustice is most likely what

sparks Malvolio's fury and hatred at the end, stating that he will "revenge the whole pack of you!".

Shakespeare chose the word pack as it connotes wild animals such as Wolves. Wolves hunt as one, this

could be suggesting that all the characters were 'hunting' Malvolio to ensure his unhappiness. Overall |

believe that Malvolio should recieve sympathy as he never hurts anyone, yet it would seem that it is

every other characters goal is to hurt him.
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TWELFTH NIGHT - QUESTION 68
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SECTION ONE - SHAKESPEARE
TWELFTH NIGHT - QUESTION 68

Candidate 3
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MARKER’S COMMENTS

Responses to Question 6b

Candidate 1 - Low Band 4

This answer presents some straightforward arguments (AO1) concerning the audience’s potential shifts of sympathy towards
Malvolio with some supportive textual detail/quotation and a reference to a performance (AO2) though there are technical errors in
the writing. There is little evidence of different interpretations (AO5) or contextual awareness (AO3) in what is quite a short response,
but there is some evidence of competence and the textual detail lifts this into band 4.

Candidate 2 - High Band 4

This is a securely competent response, though the opening is not entirely convincing in suggesting that Malvolio’s Puritan status
would create sympathy in the Shakespearean audience (AO3). Straightforward understanding is shown of the way Malvolio’s
character may distance the audience and how his treatment towards the end of the play is abusive and arouses sympathy (AO1).
Some textual detail is cited and there is use of quotation (AO2) and a performance is referenced. The argument is informed by a
sense of debate and interpretative possibility (AO5).

Candidate 3 - Secure Band 5

This answer shows good understanding of the issues raised by the question and the potential shifts of sympathy towards Malvolio
experienced by audiences (AO1) (however, it is not tenable to describe the play as a tragedy —‘dark comedy;, possibly). Some good
detailed reference to episodes in the text and some use of quotation, though analysis of effects of language, form and structure
could be developed (AO2). Does engage, in broad terms, with different interpretations.
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SECTIONTWO - POETRY PRE-1900
CHAUCER — THE MERCHANT’S PROLOGUE AND TALE - QUESTION 7
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A AN
- /DOWYW7€M as  or nwsome. amerzx/

I Lomcgowﬁ o _olle == n& < m&v@t(ﬁjjhf),
o o ’L—:b%@ééze _____ .

T DYyl NST DCING . BRI HEEDPS

o t@/’ W4 bl (O PP
. © l/ /}LQ ) % a%/h_é@by m cnsfra@( Jhsz

Lo(R GN/C o Msr/ua

/0077 IR GEE)  FAS FH /‘wc;pﬁec 2

oGl o 7
ey, Mﬁ/ac/ MLWCQP /?6‘)//3’@7& \jﬂ”’bj%

AS_ . Em_ s & [lAne —Sich o ol (o Al ovend

JWW o /na/n/;cfﬂe el m/z/&ma,a&;, ‘oS
L $2abnnes ‘f"‘ﬁ - JZ@M@/?CA/ oo O ,fz? o
e .M,CG]/L/I{Z'Zy /m/t.e,f oS Ae AR OCAS. A COSy M R

-

SRS - - e 2 - M /L(‘Z?J% £ Ty — G utwt’-’f];gmn Qs ~
A’C%L@Jv
a2 e fELAAR Ol :a.é& J ﬁ@/rcfﬁ;([ ,amjm,m

B =X b-¢¢449 MM— ool Gt o PP S/CAQW

.,,.1517% ’a/:w/ . J’?/mef{:e'm/l/uahmpm&/l&e B
L S onp/)Z‘:nj} ~oAe§Tne oy /‘—’Cﬂt/y Thas IS /3/1/4/121 s

”W"L‘/’ e ___.___/ffn‘s Mpagaﬁcy/a ow\af/ ,1,«?

o e paq Mﬁ —anel . pties. 694_!2, 29&@._._
i exclrornie /’IAQ:?@ O{'j/ r\?_ 7
——— ,,,,,,W@}/ﬁ o ﬂfuj __/Z(_,e _..___,7@1,
—— LA el y/en//:? VI Aol L

e SWC 7 A cm/up@ CQ\A@/ éy &‘Zzuz

*ThiS AE fhes relates o rvhen IS o > _sf
s Zact /%Ju,/ AS=AE- il oottt ‘ PO disins éy

56 Copyright © OCR 2015




AS Level English Literature Authentic Sample Candidate Responses with Comments

LMt Clreint  toxre il b iaor s Gt a5
i /Gic/c 4}2 Loy z‘h /ﬂl/té:" i ax-fem&/v s T
n__adolction & @u S, ors e kiéﬁ@swq%

) @zzm TS AT IAS ¢ o l,c’///t(—/ B S L x -l W
) . .

L Sarene! [ Tliaas o g §pdorinests C’dWﬂ
dove. . oS Lhis. ( R T (< <R Ve
Elet- O(}Lm/@c/m, _Ccryries (Mw% A
ey Dds &S pridy eted) AS . flcS. Alay.
e OVCOSYOAeS  Caa me,eéw/f? a&z_cg“%
I APy /77{6@’ v Ladti., -.__WM@:,,, iR CCHAZS
ladolemt bhock b nd) an act . /97&@1
I <! ,Mq_m/k/éy__M_ £ _.' 28 (eotalds o o
_.___._Mwh/wa_/z ek dlo ? 7 \/Ouft_z/cé),bw’tj *’)thé/// S
Cuiia, arGaiiied Zbay. :j_ -

) :
@ A2 S o . . tas) '(_._ 2 Oazrrer saseyed
.l a_conf o (h ‘wisbed? ozt i C&w’ {mlzn e !

5}7/__63«4;;—“ '(a &g_roéeh, ?7’1/1/14.__.[)4//.)_4@ o ALy~ /@ffrﬂcga,/_
....._.._____..__?_(Qa/% L Al 7;{0 Al ercboce S 'J‘_Z-a/(/((_ S, /le.____...”._._

K oes T P /7'4///,(/(___‘,. (}u___/cwxyp/z@___
P .y, § 2. Y I%y.-- CM b S

ALANGY,

ﬁdo&fzomm ﬂl/&f /O(D/ﬁfavyé’l/ ? D:Mwém

pr /hfwf o Spettie! s 7% OOL At AL EAIC D

Yo e auo&w_//z@ IS e rne] . me@?y @7 o

/VLC/i/ ot N Dovszee, //Mi.f pHen/T. é'c}d /’;Es
A& AeSClibed) — aS. .8 naddte’’ ZZw__..me

S thactene?

sy bhe  greasz Izl-dd../ﬁ/f f/zc,___... s Carng D)o AR L
f \/ v w

_ovonadd _torane. s ol ”

57 Copyright © OCR 2015




AS Level English Literature

Authentic Sample Candidate Responses with Comments

ﬂw ,mynms
S«Qk/ﬂ-fe/tﬂ/f

?/éﬁé&«—‘& ﬁuu‘

ALY~ }1
cooleie !, ool /1&3’(62 0/@

Aol Ot
7 Cm/y Wnch av\ &5l \)6(/)/1/14

ﬂwj

L paor W/Le ££=e

/\_z,{/uz////y L /v Vo) 4244 Zra . _»w/u\_a/

7.V 21 7&47&{"1//7(%4 6‘} \/ﬁ/m/w&u@/ o M N
R z—:\/y 57/\,1/1/ P Kl%y JWW,( Ley /Q.QA//(—
e ,,,,,,J,/L/b{éﬁ bl . Aas. g(/)(a éuLy,LLS c,/uy\_,y(—Ui
A bz«L $L et e S et eAlT “g ,427 /(/LoMj lba
D GOt A 1BV L oA, acetod
- A J/V“Vl/trlc/é«tﬁ(/éj MM!A«)L&Q/ e
- . pd?’yxé’zxw & Ele T : I
A /me o 074/1_1‘_-__.. KZ.,e '/w/mw - 7(&@(/7(/244
. /71,4«/11’ @%_._ o Lt £ eaal@ . erst [z f’l/\é:) \ B
_ ! U5 te..a %y/u, &V Ao Vvsé«/z./..._.é'émﬁ_.__m
? \ . o
[ é//y(/ﬁé_ [ Latdidot / 2. bl @ OAAN. ... O g @ Ay
o lrenic @S . Soasmaan

Leapsed . M\WA d S

‘ncﬂab’ fer et g ndF

pPres et /fﬂrv'-&w.e,x RO AL O -t — 2.
- CAAAN.CRAAL— ézl_pc'?’" - —{{—pécz‘.@-% Qj)afu/km ot
S§wimerce’ Lo oliae

f&uz S loiie, ;o
ﬂ«.e SChre. . (_’d..,oé

j act. . /Ifé)::,g MU&S‘ M /aéao\ c;)
- )ﬁl/w—_/y@/‘/t /\a‘. - 77/1.4( /M/?«z,ez/ mjlﬂ///ylf
R /MM/LO.J/ AS C}Ze[/uwzu._e/ M-%L/M_LQ .

) C'/Wz)LcLeh PG

Tlan -~ Auis ﬂa’?ﬁ’ /

D&‘L A - /Jﬂ e e
Mfrc/éwwzv/f o 7‘2'»

czdh,s/,néen 7%./ gﬂmé)vuc,mff e tloon (,7-

s v Ag‘ O CéSLufPlﬁ u.._.m/.,qﬂ/\er /O‘Z/ /007/7 axyzm
/«4;(:_,_,. oS precde  orvod e aabh 0&&7/@ T
S [Wuy ool b A5 s i e Jh/(c/)m N

méea &;z Dwé&j’l ad . Fho wlbrnwte. a’/m:«/&/}

58

Copyright © OCR 2015




AS Level English Literature Authentic Sample Candidate Responses with Comments

ap bt S N Pr1e it 2 e [ B

s &ew T

59 Copyright © OCR 2015




AS Level English Literature Authentic Sample Candidate Responses with Comments

SECTION TWO - POETRY PRE-1900
CHAUCER - THE MERCHANT'S PROLOGUE AND TALE - QUESTION 7
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SECTIONTWO - POETRY PRE-1900
CHAUCER — THE MERCHANT’S PROLOGUE AND TALE - QUESTION 7
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MARKER’S COMMENTS

Responses to Question 7

Candidate 1- Low Band Five

The answer does show some understanding of the way Damyan is presented and satirised as a courtly lover, but understanding is
not consistently secure (AO1) — his sickness and extreme emotions are satirised but they are typical characteristics of a courtly lover.
Apt connections are made to rest of text (AO4). Some evidence of a very competent attention to AO2 effects (alliteration, allusion to
Eden, rhetorical questions, animal imagery) which secures a top band 4/borderline 5, though more attention to layers of irony in the
language could have secured a higher mark, for example, his relationship to the ‘fresshe lady May, Damyan’s comparison with the
‘goode man; Januarie and whether or not he is a ‘gentil squier’and ‘servysable’— to whom?

Candidate 2 - Secure Band Five

This is a good answer, satisfying all the AOs at a secure band 5 level. There is a clear line of development in the argument, using an
appropriate register, which responds well to the ironic perspective in the extract (AO1). There are examples of some effective AO2
analysis, although here there is room for more development in the analysis of the effects of language, religious allusion and verse
form (AO2). The answer makes apt links in appropriate detail to other parts of the text (AO4) and shows some good understanding
of the significance of the courtly love context and shows some acknowledgement of the context of reception (AO3).

Candidate 3 - Band Six

There is some excellent understanding in this answer of the way Damyan is presented ironically as ‘gentil; the encouragement of
the audience to be amused by his hiding away a ‘lay’ next to his 'herte’and the lustful nature of his‘desyr’ (though, of course, his
languishing in love sickness is a courtly tradition, not acknowledged in this answer). There is some excellent analysis of AO2 effects
— ironic use of ‘gentil’and ‘servysable; the use of couplets and the connotations of ‘lat’; though links to rest of poem are good and
appropriate (AO4) more close attention to this extract would have achieved a higher mark.
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MARKER’S COMMENTS

Responses to Question 10

Candidate 1 - High Band 4

This answer shows a competent understanding of the extract, its negative tone and bitterness towards society (AO1) and shows
some evidence of an analytical response to language (AO2). Connections are made to the rest of the poem although these are not
tightly anchored (AO4). Writing is clear, though technically flawed, in a generally appropriate register but overall the answer lacks the
close detailed attention to the text, the effects of its language, imagery and verse form, and the adequacy of coverage of the extract
to press Band 5.

Candidate 2 - Low Band 5

This answer shows a secure understanding of the speaker’s attitude towards aspects of society, although does not sharpen its focus
to a consideration of the specific ‘people’ - the suitor, the grandfather, the preacher and even the speaker himself (AO1). There is
some evidence of close AO2 analysis of effects of language and there is a reference to social/political context (AO3) and connections
are made to the rest of the poem (AO4). A sharper focus on textual detail and its analysis would have secured a mark higher in Band.

Candidate 3 - Good Band 5

This answer shows a very secure understanding of the extract (AO1) and its relationship to the rest of the poem (AO4) and context
(particularly biographical context) (AO3). There is evidence of good close analysis but the candidate does not make this central to
the answer given that the dominant AQ in this task is AO2. The overall level of understanding, register, control of expression and
evidence of nuanced reading is of sufficient quality to merit good band 5 marks.

Candidate 4 - Secure Band 6

This is a succinct, fluently written and well-structured response (AO1). It is consistently detailed and analytical in its approach
drawing on a range of technical concepts to reflect upon the language and imagery (and, in a place, verse form) used (AO2). Good
detailed links are made to the rest of the poem (AO4) and there is an assured awareness of context (AO3). Overall, this is very secure
Band 6 achievement.
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SECTION TWO - POETRY PRE-1900
CHRISTINA ROSSETTI - QUESTION 11
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SECTION TWO - POETRY PRE-1900
CHRISTINA ROSSETTI - QUESTION 11

Candidate 2
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SECTION TWO - POETRY PRE-1900
CHRISTINA ROSSETTI - QUESTION 11

Candidate 3
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MARKER’S COMMENTS

Responses to Question 11

Candidate 1 - Low Band 5

This is a very competent response to the poem showing a straightforward understanding of its ideas, the central contrast between
the two examples of love, and the poem’s development (AO1) with some examples of textual detail and some analysis of language
effects, though little attention is given to verse form and imagery (AO2). It is clearly and accurately written in an appropriate register
but only one poem is referenced, almost in passing (AO4); there is some appropriate awareness of Rossetti’s Christianity and the
position of women (AO3).

Candidate 2 - Secure Band 5

This is a good answer showing a detailed understanding of the contrast in the poem and the transition from earthly to heavenly love
(AOT1), with some very good attention to details of language and, to a lesser extent, form (AO2). Other poems are referenced briefly
(AO4) and there is an appropriate and relevant acknowledgement of the significance of social and biographical context (AO3). The
poem contains some powerful imagery and attention to this could have lifted the mark further.

Candidate 3 - Low Band 6

This is a very good, detailed response to the poem, well-structured and developing some of the implications and nuances of the
portrayal of earthly and heavenly love (AO1). It is written in an appropriate register with some very good examples of close textual
analysis of language (AO2). Good, brief links are made to other poems (AO4) and there is a command of relevant contextual detail
(AO3).
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