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SECTION ONE - POST-1900 DRAMA
A STREETCAR NAMED DESIRE - QUESTION 2B
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MARKER’S COMMENTS

Responses to Question 2b

Candidate 1 - High band 4

The candidate demonstrates a very strong sense of contextual influences on character and writing and this understanding
underpins the discussion very well, (AO3), particularly through the discussion of the pressure on Stanley to be a particular kind of
man. Interpretations of Stanley viewing Blanche as an incursion into his existence or of his childlike behaviour are convincing. Textual
detail is evident but feels a little brief (AO2).

Candidate 2 - Low band 5

The candidate clearly understands context and its influence and makes straightforward links throughout the discussion to the text
(AO3). Character is understood with apt textual detail provided although the key prompts of the question are not fully addressed,
(AO1, AO2). Interpretations are clear but not always fully developed (AO5).

Candidate 3 - Low band 6

The candidate plays close attention to the task, exploring carefully the implications of illusion, reality and realism (AO1) and pursues
an original argument in response to the question posed. Contextual understanding is usually explored through biographical details
of Williams'life, (AO3) and close focus on AO2 language is evident.
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SECTION ONE - DRAMA
THE HISTORY BOYS - QUESTION 4
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SECTION ONE - DRAMA
THE HISTORY BOYS - QUESTION 4
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ONE - DRAMA

THE HISTORY BOYS — QUESTION 4
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SECTION ONE - DRAMA
THE HISTORY BOYS — QUESTION 4
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MARKER’S COMMENTS

Responses to Question 4

Candidate 1 - Mid band 5

The candidate shows an awareness of the education system which Bennett portrays in The History Boys (AO3) and draws on useful
interpretations, including Bennett's own perspective to inform the discussion (AO5). There is a sound argument that Hector’s
teaching style is designed to ‘lead’the boys away from Irwin's cynicism (AO5).

Candidate 2 - Mid band 5

The candidate thoughtfully explores Hector's approach to education and his influence on the boys (AO1) and develops an argument
that challenges the premise that the play presents education as powerful. Brief reference is made to the historical changes to the
education system in the 1980s (AO3) and apposite quotes inform the discussion (AO?2).

Candidate 3 — Mid to high band 5

The candidate makes a fluent argument that the value of Hector’s teaching is through what his students learn from his failings (AO1).
The discussion is informed throughout with lots of textual detail (AO2). Brief reference to Irwin representing a‘new breed’ of teachers
is made towards the conclusion of the essay (AO3), but the discussion does not fully consider the influences of context on the text.

Candidate 4 - Low band 6

A fluent response which focuses closely on the task (AO1). The candidate places the text in time (AO3) and employs alternate
views in the discussion of Irwin, although this context is not entirely embedded with the overall thrust of the argument (AO5). The
argument is presented using textual detail and the candidate shows sound understanding of the dramatic presentation of Hector,
for example, through the ritual of the opening (AO2). The interpretation of Hector as Christ is thoughtfully explored (AO5) and the
candidate considers the differing ways education can be valued (AO5) with a strong interpretation of Hector’s education being for
death whereas Irwin'’s is for life.
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SECTIONTWO - PROSE POST-1900
THE GREAT GATSBY - QUESTION 7
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SECTIONTWO - PROSE POST-1900
THE GREAT GATSBY - QUESTION 7

Candidate 2
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SECTIONTWO - PROSE POST-1900
THE GREAT GATSBY - QUESTION 7

Candidate 3

37 Copyright © OCR 2016




AS Level English Literature Authentic Sample Candidate Responses with Comments

Copyright © OCR 2016




AS Level English Literature Authentic Sample Candidate Responses with Comments

Copyright © OCR 2016




AS Level English Literature Authentic Sample Candidate Responses with Comments

SECTIONTWO - PROSE POST-1900
THE GREAT GATSBY - QUESTION 7
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MARKER’S COMMENTS

Responses to Question 7

Candidate 1 - Low to mid band 4

Apt textual detail informs the discussion of Gatsby's parties with sound interpretation of language (AO2) but there is a tendency
towards repeating plot detail. Factual inaccuracy regarding the time period is unhelpful (AO3) but there is a sense of the influence of
historical context. Brief references to the extract are made (AO4) but links are not exploited.

Candidate 2 - Low band 5

The significance of parties to the idea of pleasure-seeking is explored with Gatsby's disappointment when viewing his world through
Daisy's eyes signifying the downside of this lifestyle (AO1). A clear comparison to the novel is offered through the tone with which
Parker describes the downsides of pleasure-seeking (AO4), and apt textual detail from the extract informs this comparison (AO2).

Candidate 3 - Low band 6

Close attention to the emphatic nature of Parker’s writing (AO2) is argued to emphasise the vacuous nature of pleasure-seeking

and is contrasted to the disappointment of Gatsby’s own pursuit of Daisy (AO4). Close attention to language is effective, such as the
exploration of the nuances of ‘dead’and precise comparison between the descriptive language of both texts is insightful (AO2, AO4).
Contextual understanding is precise with the historical period of the Parker extract informing consideration of the overall message of
the writer (AO3).

Candidate 4 - Mid band 6

The candidate offers impressive coverage of a range of interpretations of both novel and extract (AO5, AO4) exploring details such as
the fast pace of pleasure represented through details such as the car journeys (AO4). The difficulty of being satisfied and the damage
of broken relationships is effectively contrasted between the texts and a broad and well-selected range of details are exploited to
draw very effective links consistently between both texts (AO4).
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SECTIONTWO - PROSE POST-1900
THE BLOODY CHAMBER - QUESTION 8
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SECTIONTWO - PROSE POST-1900
THE BLOODY CHAMBER - QUESTION 8

Candidate 2
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SECTIONTWO - PROSE POST-1900
THE BLOODY CHAMBER - QUESTION 8

Candidate 3
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SECTIONTWO - PROSE POST-1900
THE BLOODY CHAMBER - QUESTION 8
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MARKER’S COMMENTS

Responses to Question 8

Candidate 1 - Good band 5

Focus on the task is clear with the significance of the previous wives of the Marquis and of the disobedience of female narrators
clearly understood to reflect the inescapability of the past (AO1). The significance of genre to Carter is considered (AO3) as are
ancestral links to the past in Carter and this idea is appropriately linked to the extract (AO4).

Candidate 2 - Top band 5

Sound links between the past occupants of houses in both the extract and Carter’s stories are drawn (AO4). Strong commentary
on the significance of paintings to the past is made (AO1) and animalistic imagery (AO2) and gothic conventions are soundly
understood to support links between present and past in both texts (AO1, AO3).

Candidate 3- Low band 6

The candidate understands Carter’s purpose in exploiting generic conventions (AO3) and the candidate confidently explores how
past and present generic considerations create meaning. The inescapability of past sins are explored effectively (AO1) and linked
briefly to the extract (AO4) and the significance of fate offers very effective insights into Carter’s work. The Marquis'inability to escape
from primal instinct is usefully connected to the extract (AO1, AO4) and to contextual influences.

Candidate 4 - Mid band 6

Strong consideration of the inescapability of ancestry is made, (AO1), with insightful comment about unresolved conflict. Effective
contrasts are drawn between the female protagonists of both set text and the extract (AO4) and consideration of the influence of
historical and social context is very apt (AO3). The significance of animal imagery for both set text and extract is fully explored (AO4)
and expertly connected to the idea of the past. The candidate’s summary is a useful consideration of the changing reception of texts
over time (AO3).
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SECTION TWO - PROSE POST-1900
NINETEEN EIGHTY-FOUR - QUESTION 9
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SECTION TWO - PROSE POST-1900
NINETEEN EIGHTY-FOUR - QUESTION 9

Candidate 3
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MARKER’S COMMENTS

Responses to Question 9

Candidate 1 - Low to mid band 4

The candidate explores the significance of surveillance in the creation of fear (AO1). The significance of historical influences on the
text are straightforwardly understood (AO3). Straightforward link between the persistence of the surveillance in the novel and the
‘clockwork’ of the extract is offered (AO4) and the reality or unreality of the issues generating fear is considered.

Candidate 2 - Good band 4

The candidate considers the negative aspects of power and contrasts Big Brother’s power with that of the officials in the extract
(AO1, AO4). Influences from Orwell’s experience are considered (AO3), The significance of uniforms and dreams are compared
between novel and extract (AO4) with supporting textual detail (AO2).

Candidate 3 - Good band 5

The creation of fear is recognised as a generic convention (AO1, AO3) and mid twentieth century influences on such texts clearly
understood (AO3). The structural use of comedy to relieve tension is a sophisticated point (AO2) and the connection between
extract and novel convincing (AOA4).

Candidate 4 - Good band 6

A fluent discussion which explores in detail the effects of the culture of fear on Winston (AO1). The omnipresence of authority is
contrasted in both texts (AO4) as is the significance of dreams as a product of fear. Orwell’s response to post-war totalitarianism
usefully informs the discussion (AO3).

74 Copyright © OCR 2016




Wed like to know your view on the resources we produce. By
clicking on the'Like’ or 'Dislike’ button you can help us to ensure
that our resources work for you. When the email template pops
up please add additional comments if you wish and then just click
‘Send’ Thank you.

If you do not currently offer this OCR qualification but would like to
do so, please complete the Expression of Interest Form which can be
found here: www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest

OCR Resources: the small print

OCR's resources are provided to support the teaching of OCR
specifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching
method that is required by the Board and the decision to use
them lies with the individual teacher. Whilst every effort is made
to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held
responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources. We
update our resources on a regular basis, so please check the OCR
website to ensure you have the most up to date version.

© OCR 2015 — This resource may be freely copied and distributed,
as long as the OCR logo and this message remain intact and OCR is
acknowledged as the originator of this work.

OCR acknowledges the use of the following content:
Square down and Square up: alexwhite/Shutterstock.com

Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of
resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications:
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk

We will inform centres about any changes to the specification. We
will also publish changes on our website. The latest version of our
specification will always be the one on our website
www.ocr.org.uk) and this may differ from printed versions.

Copyright © OCR 2015. All rights reserved.

Copyright

OCR retains the copyright on all its publications, including the
specifications. However, registered centres for OCR are permitted to
copy material from this specification booklet for their own internal use.

ocr.org.uk/alevelreform
OCR customer contact centre

General qualifications

Telephone 01223 553998
Facsimile 01223 552627
Email general.qualifications@ocr.org.uk

OCR is part of Cambridge Assessment, a department of the University of Cambridge.
For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance programme your call may
be recorded or monitored. © OCR 2015 Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations is a
Company Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England.

Registered office 1 Hills Road, Cambridge CB1 2EU. Registered company number
3484466. OCR is an exempt charity.


http://www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=I%20like%20this%20AS%20Level%20English%20Literature%20Drama%20and%20Poetry%20Pre-1900%20Exemplare%20Candidate%20Work
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=I%20dislike%20this%20AS%20Level%20English%20Literature%20Drama%20and%20Poetry%20Pre-1900%20Exemplare%20Candidate%20Work
http://www.ocr.org.uk/alevelreform
http://www.ocr.org.uk

	Contents
	Question 19
	Question 20
	A Streetcar Named Desire - Question 2b
	Candidate 1 - High band 4

	Candidate 2 -  Low band 5
	Candidate 3 - Low band 6
	Candidate 1 – Mid band 5
	The History Boys – Question 4
	Candidate 2 – Mid band 5
	Candidate 3 – Mid to high band 5
	Candidate 4 – Low band 6

