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Script A
Examiner commentary
This is a higher level response. The candidate
addresses the question immediately citing ‘the
Martians’ speed’ using close textual support and
quotations from the extract. References to language
(AO2) are frequent and there is some good use of
subject terminology to identify literary devices. The
candidate sensibly uses the extract to show close
analysis of language, while using references to the
wider text to refer to context.

Understanding of context is shown through
references to transport at the time, as well as the
developed technology and weaponry of the Martians.
The candidate cites how they seem invincible as
an enemy at this point in the novel due to their
intellectual superiority.
This response could have been improved through
wider use of quotation, especially from the wider text,
as well as consideration of the human response to the
Martians in the extract.

The response benefits from careful interweaving
of discussion of the extract with some developed
discussion of the wider text. The candidate looks at
the merciless nature of the Martians in their response
to the peace deputation led by Ogilvy, as well as
the narrator’s close observation of the Martians
during his time trapped in the cellar. Some selective
quotations would have strengthened this part of the
response, but whole-text understanding is securely
demonstrated.

Level 5
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Script B
Examiner commentary
Understanding of context is shown through an
awareness that the concept of alien life forms would
have been more terrifying to a 19th century reader
and that Wells’s use of descriptions such as ‘wet
leather’ would have allowed readers to easily imagine
their appearance due to the fact that ‘most people
would understand what wet leather looks like’.

This is a higher level response. The candidate
begins by focusing on the question through the
extract, immediately commenting on the language
of the extract and analysing its effects clearly. The
description of the Martians’ movement as ‘a rolling
motion’ is commented on in detail: ‘making the
Martians seem like a wave engulfing everything in
their path and inescapable’.

This response would have been strengthened
through a more thorough discussion of the extract to
develop analysis of language and structure, although
some useful points about structure were made when
referring to Wells’s use of suspense and gradual
revelations about the power of the enemy.

The response is effectively organised into paragraphs
examining the different ways in which the enemy
is presented as dangerous and terrifying: the speed
of the approach, the scale of destruction they
are capable of, their appearance, and finally their
weapons form the basis of each paragraph.

Level 5

The wider text is discussed through an evaluation
of how the Martians’ appearance is described when
they first emerge from the cylinder. Some wellselected references are used to support the points
made and a rather neat summative point that the
precision of Wells’s descriptions makes the Martians
more terrifying. Further exploration of the wider text
is offered through a discussion of the first use of the
Heat-ray and the terror it evokes in a formerly curious
and naïve public.

9

GCSE (9–1) English Literature

The War of the Worlds – Candidate style answers

Script C

Page 1 of 3

. . . continued

10

GCSE (9–1) English Literature

The War of the Worlds – Candidate style answers

Script C

Page 2 of 3

11

GCSE (9–1) English Literature

The War of the Worlds – Candidate style answers

Script C

Page 3 of 3

12

GCSE (9–1) English Literature

The War of the Worlds – Candidate style answers

Script C
Examiner commentary
This is a middle level response. The candidate begins
by focusing on the question and suggesting the
different methods used by Wells to depict the enemy
as dangerous: ‘he uses description….the build up
of tension….and also the public’s reaction to the
enemy…’. The candidate then uses this as a structure
for the response.

Unfortunately discussion of the wider text is limited
to the final paragraph where the candidate refers to
the chaos around the pit resulting in somebody being
pushed in and the first appearance of the Martians.
These comments are brief and undeveloped, making
whole-text understanding rather limited.
Therefore this response is stronger on AO1 and AO2
(the dominant assessment objectives) than AO3, and
mostly focused on the extract. It would have been
strengthened by slightly more focus on AO3 and
more comprehensive discussion of the wider text.

There is some good analysis of the language used in
the extract to describe the enemy: “ ‘strange, swift,
terrible creatures.’ Here Wells describes the attributes
of the Martians but not what they look like. He
purposely avoids it so that he accentuates the terror
of the enemy as mysterious and cold-blooded.” There
is also some useful discussion of structure citing how
Wells builds up suspense and tension through the
extract.

Level 4

Some understanding of context (AO3) is shown
through comments on the reaction of the crowds in
the extract: the chaos and determination to survive,
but this assessment objective needed more focus and
attention in the response.
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Script D
Examiner commentary
The weakness of this response is in the references
to the wider text. They are mostly general and
descriptive, rather than showing clear understanding.
‘In the middle of book 1, an entire village is destroyed.
The village is completely blackened and no living
people are seen anywhere in the village.’ is cited as
an example of the Martians’ destructive powers, but
there is no real analysis of how this is presented or
explored in the text.

This is a middle level response. The candidate focuses
on the question, but the response is rather general
and mostly on the extract. The references to the
wider text are rather descriptive and at times a little
vague.
There is some discussion of the language used in the
extract so AO2 is addressed adequately. Words such as
‘rush’, ‘jerked’ and ‘heaved’ are picked out as indicating
the danger of the Martians as an enemy and their
effect on the reader is considered. There is also
some comment on the reactions of the crowd in the
extract and this is linked to context (AO3) where the
candidate shows understanding of how the notion of
‘survival of the fittest’ is explored: ‘’the Martians seem
to trigger a ‘every man for himself’ feeling with in the
crowd.’’ There is some neat use of quotation in this
section of the response.

Therefore this response is rather uneven: much
stronger on the extract than on the whole text.
Level 3

The discussion of the Martians’ speed is less successful
although there is some evidence of a personal
response to the text here: ‘This lets us imagine how
the Martians move letting us imagine something
extremely different to anything we know.’
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Script E
Examiner commentary
The response does not address AO3 other than the
implicit understanding that the Martians are more
powerful than the humans.

This is a lower level response. It is a reasonably
developed personal response to the extract which
shows some understanding, but there is very
little on the wider text. The points made are fairly
straightforward.

This is an uneven response to the extract which
shows understanding, but would have benefited from
consideration of context and more detailed analysis of
the language of the extract. A significant weakness is
that there is only one brief reference to the wider text.
As this assessment requires wider reference to the text
this affects the level awarded.

AO2 is addressed quite well. There are references to
Wells’s use of powerful language in the extract, with
examples offered such as ‘the ground heaved….
heavy explosions shook the air’ and the candidate
goes some way to explaining the quotes used. At
times the explanations are not fully convincing:
“… ‘and the ghostly Heat-ray’. This shows that this
thing is so fascinating its unreal…’’.

Level 2

There are some references to how sentence structures
are used for effect: ‘Wells uses short clauses to show
this rush and panic’, but again the quality of comment
is uneven: ‘he uses a long sentence to describe the
rush of the event….this makes it seem tiring and we
cannot outrun the martians forever…’.
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Script F
Examiner commentary
The response is rather brief and ideas are not
developed. This is a basic response to the task
with a little awareness of language. AO3 is not
really addressed although there is some implicit
understanding of human strength and frailty.

This is a lower level response to the discursive essay
title. It focuses on humans displaying bravery and
selfishness in the novel, making some straightforward
points.
Reference is made to The Thunder Child bravely
facing the enemy and recognising that sacrifices were
made to save others. The trains carrying on during the
invasion is also acknowledged and the police trying
to maintain law and order. These are all very general
points and no specific references to the text are
offered to support or develop them.

Level 1

There is one textual reference, ’the wheels being
stained with blood’, which is used to support a
comment about the chaos and that people ‘didn’t
care for each others lives’. The point is not entirely
supported, but there is a little understanding shown.
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