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Checkpoint Task
Reproduction
Instructions and answers for teachers
These instructions cover the learner activity section which can be found on page 5. This Checkpoint Task should be used in conjunction with the KS3–4 Twenty First Century Science Biology B Transition Guide Reproduction, which supports OCR GCSE (9–1) Twenty First Century Science Biology B.

When distributing the activity section to the learners either as a printed copy or as a Word file you will need to remove the teacher instructions section.
Introduction

Task 1

The idea of Checkpoint task 1 is to identify what learners remember about male and female reproductive systems. The work at GCSE will develop the learners’ understanding of these concepts.

The style of examination questions at GCSE may require learners to identify particular parts of the reproductive systems and describe how these two systems work together to result in fertilisation of an ovum. Some questions may be simple recall to label diagrams or complete tasks such as a gap fill activity but other questions may require more detailed and require structured answers. 

The more straightforward questions that assess the basic concepts of reproduction such as those studied in Key Stage 3 need to be covered in detail before moving onto the GCSE content and the application of this knowledge.
Task 2

The second Checkpoint task allows learners to use information regarding the menstrual cycle and answer questions about it. The learners should interpret the diagram showing the events that occur in the menstrual cycle first. Learners may benefit from an explanation to help them as the style may be unfamiliar to them. They can then move on to the questions. This task requires application of the information in the diagram so it will help to highlight those learners that may know the key words without fully understanding how they relate to the menstrual cycle. This can be a good guide to decide when and at what level to introduce the GCSE content to the lessons. Learners will need a sound understanding of the menstrual cycle before the hormonal control is introduced.

Further information

Strengthening Teaching and Learning of Cells

https://www.stem.org.uk/elibrary/resource/29863/strengthening-teaching-and-learning-of-cells-key-stage-three-national 

This link provides a study guide for how to teach cells including reproduction. There are also lots of great teaching resources that can be used. 

Task 1
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Label the male reproductive system


















Label the female reproductive system

[image: image3.png]



Using the labels above, describe the journey of a sperm cell from when it is produced to when it meets the ovum.
	The sperm cells travel from the testis into the sperm duct. They pass the glands where they mix with fluid. They pass along the urethra and out of the penis. 
The sperm cells enter the vagina and pass through the cervix. They then pass into the uterus and into the oviduct where they meet the ovum.


Task 2

Use the diagram to answer the questions.

1. How many days does a typical menstrual cycle take?

	28 days


2. What day of the menstrual cycle does a period occur?

	Day 1


3. How long does a period usually last?

	5 days


4. On what day does ovulation occur?

	Day 14


5. What happens to the uterine lining if the ovum is not fertilised?

	The uterine lining breaks down


6. The ovaries alternate in releasing an ovum each month. If the ovum is released from the right ovary on the 1st of January when would the right ovary release its next ovum? 

	25th February


7. An ovum only has 24 hours to be fertilised after ovulation but sperm cells can live for 5 days after sex. Between which days can this female become pregnant?

	Days 9 to 15 depending on time of ovulation
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Checkpoint Task
Reproduction
Learner Activity
Task 1 – Higher ability
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Label the male reproductive system
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Label the female reproductive system

Using the labels above, describe the journey of a sperm cell from when it is produced to when it meets the ovum.
	


Task 1 – Lower ability

Label the male reproductive system


	Glands
	Penis
	Sperm duct
	Urethra

	Bladder
	Testis
	Scrotum
	Foreskin


Label the female reproductive system


	Vagina
	Ovary
	Bladder
	Cervix

	Urethra
	Uterus
	Oviduct
	



Using the labels above, describe the journey of a sperm cell from when it is produced to when it meets the ovum.
	


Task 2

The diagram below shows the events that occur in the menstrual cycle. Use the diagram to answer the questions.

1. How many days does a typical menstrual cycle take?

	


2. What day of the menstrual cycle does a period occur?

	


3. How long does a period usually last?

	


4. On what day does ovulation occur?

	


5. What happens to the uterine lining if the ovum is not fertilised?

	


6. The ovaries alternate in releasing an ovum each month. If the ovum is released from the right ovary on the 1st of January when would the right ovary release its next ovum? 

	


7. An ovum only has 24 hours to be fertilised after ovulation but sperm cells can live for 5 days after sex. Between which days can this female become pregnant?

	


A  Bladder





B  Glands





C Sperm duct





D Urethra





E Penis





F Testis





G Foreskin





H Scrotum





I Oviduct





J Ovary





K Uterus





L Cervix





M Bladder





N Urethra





O Vagina





We’d like to know your view on the resources we produce.  By clicking on ‘�HYPERLINK "mailto:resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk?subject=I%20liked%20the%20GCSE%20(9-1)%20Twenty%20First%20Century%20Science%20Biology%20B%20Checkpoint%20Task%20(KS3-KS4%20Reproduction)"��Like�’ or ‘�HYPERLINK "mailto:resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk?subject=I%20disliked%20the%20GCSE%20(9-1)%20Twenty%20First%20Century%20Science%20Biology%20B%20Checkpoint%20Task%20(KS3-KS4%20Reproduction)"��Dislike�’ you can help us to ensure that our resources work for you.  When the email template pops up please add additional comments if you wish and then just click ‘Send’.  Thank you.


If you do not currently offer this OCR qualification but would like to do so, please complete the Expression of Interest Form which can be found here: �HYPERLINK "http://www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest"��www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest�


Looking for a resource? There is now a quick and easy search tool to help find free resources for your qualification: ��HYPERLINK "http://www.ocr.org.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/"�www.ocr.org.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/


�





OCR Resources: the small print�OCR’s resources are provided to support the teaching of OCR specifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching method that is required by the Board, and the decision to use them lies with the individual teacher.   Whilst every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources. �© OCR 2016 - This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as the OCR logo and this message remain intact and OCR is acknowledged as the originator of this work.


OCR acknowledges the use of the following content: male and female reproduction system diagrams: adapted from avtor painter/Shutterstock.com, Menstrual cycle diagram: Crystal Eye Studio/Shutterstock.com


Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications: �HYPERLINK "mailto:resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk"��resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk�
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