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Instructions for teachers
These instructions cover the student activity section which can be found on page 17. This Topic Exploration Pack supports OCR GCSE (9‒1) Citizenship Studies.

When distributing the activity section to the students either as a printed copy or as a Word file you will need to remove the teacher instructions section.
Learning outcome

This topic is part of the theme ‘democracy and government’ but also links to the theme ‘rights, the law and the legal system in England and Wales’. 

This Topic Exploration Pack (TEP) builds on the TEP ‘Rights in Conflict’ and complements the TEP on ‘A focus on politics beyond the UK – Switzerland’.

By studying this topic, learners will develop their knowledge and understanding of:

· The nature of democracy.
· Ways of assessing how far nations reflect democratic principles.
· How China’s political system has developed through time.
· The differences between representative democracy and a non-democratic government based on communist principles.
· How far China’s political system is successful. 

Learners can apply their knowledge and understanding to the following citizenship questions and issues:

· What values should underpin a democratic society? 

· What are the links between democratic government, citizen engagement, human rights and civil liberties?

· How does the Chinese government justify its political system?

· What are the key differences between UK representative democracy and the political system in China? 

Should the UK develop key trading links with China in spite of concerns about human rights?

Learners have the opportunity to develop the following skills linked the specification’s assessment objectives:

· Applying knowledge and understanding to different contexts (AO2).
· Analysing information to help develop an understanding of citizenship issues and debates (AO3).
· Advocating a viewpoint using evidence (AO3).
· Evaluating a viewpoint to reach a reasoned conclusion (AO3).
Introduction
This TEP enables learners to explore some of the key differences between the nature and extent of citizens’ political participation in the United Kingdom (UK), a representative democracy, and China, a non-democratic political system based on communist principles (often described as an authoritarian regime). 
Learners will find it useful to have already studied specification section 2.1 ‘democracy, voting and elections in the UK’ and 2.6 ‘citizenship participation in the UK’. Learners may find it helpful to work through the TEP on Switzerland prior to their comparison of political systems in the UK and China.

The pack enables learners to extend and refine their understanding of democracy by comparing the UK’s representative democracy with China’s political system. 

The pack introduces learners to the criteria that may be used to compare political systems and to the rankings generated by these comparisons.

The Chinese government is comfortable with its political system which it sees as appropriate and necessary for the country’s current stage of economic, political and social development. Chinese leaders do not regard their authoritarian political system as inferior to western democracy. They feel that keeping tight control of political opposition and the media is important if China is to develop in ways that bring prosperity to its citizens. Chinese leaders have highlighted poverty, crime, racism and social divisions in the USA and UK as evidence that democratic societies have human rights problems too. The China Daily website http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/ offers a Chinese perspective on world news and celebrates the country’s achievements and progress, as does the official Chinese Communist Party website http://english.cpc.people.com.cn/index.html . These sources help to provide learners with the official Chinese perspective on the quality of politics and quality of life in China.

Learners may wish to consider the potential of electronic technologies for enabling Chinese citizens to become even more aware of the civil liberties available to people living in western democracies and the further implications this may have for China’s political system. The Pack has been designed to enable all learners to explore and refine their own opinion through research, analysis and reasoned argument. 

Section 1: The nature and development of China’s political system
Teacher introduction

The People’s Republic of China (PRC) was founded by the Chinese Communist Party in 1949. This followed a ruinous war with Japan and a civil war that had divided the country for a generation. 

Seventy years ago, China was a largely agricultural society with low life expectancy and limited education. Now the strength of the Chinese economy is second only to the United States of America (USA). China is one of five permanent members of the United Nations Security Council, and the only communist state in the G-20 grouping of major world economies. 

Chinese governments have given priority to economic growth and to the protection of the country’s borders against potentially hostile nations such as Russia, Japan and the USA. This has not been without a cost. People have been forced to give their own rights and aspirations a much lower priority than the ambitions of the State. This is exemplified by the Chinese government’s controversial single child policy (modified to two children in 2015 - http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-34665539) and by the repression of political dissent which is often justified as necessary to keep citizens focused on supporting the regime’s aims: http://europe.newsweek.com/growing-political-repression-china-what-xis-game-431126?rm=eu Industrialisation has been achieved at breakneck speed in contravention of measures for pollution control and environmental protection now regarded as standard in western democracies: http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/feb/25/china-toxic-air-pollution-nuclear-winter-scientists 

China’s political system has made it easier for governments to achieve a relentless and relatively consistent focus on economic development. The Chinese Communist Party is the nation’s prime authority and, while there are other political parties, none of these challenge the Communist Party’s supremacy. So China is a state with a single political party holding power and authority – an authoritarian regime. However, it would be too simplistic to claim that Chinese citizens have no power or influence – see sections that follow.

(Learners should understand the basic principles of communist government. Unfortunately there are few objective sources of such information on the internet. For a concise introduction try http://www.infoplease.com/encyclopedia/history/communism.html Learners wanting to know more about the practical application of communist ideology could browse the Young Communist League website https://yclbritain.wordpress.com/about/)

The Chinese Communist Party

Citizens over 18 can apply to join the Communist Party’s and become one of its 60 million members. Membership is not automatic. All applicants must have the support of two current party members. If their application is successful, new members must prove themselves suitable for membership by serving a probationary period. All members must make an oath of loyalty to their party in which they swear loyalty and promise to be “ready at all times to sacrifice my all for the Party and the people”.
Communist Party members have the right to vote in elections to choose party officials and can stand for office themselves. The Communist Party has inevitably been subject to infiltration from those who are more interested in self-aggrandisement than selfless service of the State. In 2015, Chinese President Xi Jinping clamped down on corruption and undertook one of the regular purges of unsuitable party members. He also brought his trusted allies into senior positions. http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/china/10772555/Xi-Jinping-using-purge-of-Chinese-officials-to-fill-key-positions-with-allies.html 

China’s executive

Political power in China is concentrated in the hands of the seven-person Standing Committee. The Standing Committee is composed of the Communist Party’s top leadership including the General Secretary/President. The Standing Committee is chosen by the 370-person Communist Party Central Committee’s Politburo. 

The Standing Committee sets policy for the State Council of 35 members. The State Council is China’s executive and cabinet. It is accountable to the Politburo, the Central Committee and the National People’s Congress (NPC) – see below. 

China’s legislature and judiciary

The NPC (China’s legislature) is a unicameral parliament. It is dominated by the Communist Party. However, eight smaller parties allied to the Communist Party take approximately a third of the 2,987 seats in the NPC. This helps to provide a greater diversity of views but not a political opposition.
In recognition of the massive travelling distances involved, the NPC meets annually for a period of two weeks but a standing committee of fewer members meets more regularly. NPC members discuss recommendations from the State Council and are normally expected to give their approval. Recently the NPC has been prepared to hold the State Council accountable, challenging the executive on key issues such as environmental protection and public finance. The NPC appoints the judiciary and elects the Chinese President. The Chinese leadership is accountable to the NPC. Leaders present annual ‘work reports’ to the NPC and are keen to receive the parliament’s full support. 
Local government in China

People’s congresses make decisions in China’s provinces and towns. These congresses interpret Communist Party policy to fit local circumstances. Communist Party members elect the top party officials to govern China’s provinces. Chinese local government is much more heavily influenced by national government than in either the UK or Switzerland. 

Citizen participation in China

Local people’s congresses are chosen directly by the electorate. Members of these locally-based people's congresses then elect representatives to provincial congresses. The provincial congresses elect representatives to the NPC for a five-year term of office. This is known as ‘indirect democracy’. 

All citizens over 18 have the right to vote by secret ballot in ‘general elections’ for local people’s congresses. Political parties, organisations and groups of ten electors can nominate candidates but, in practice, people opposed to the Communist Party’s policies rarely stand for election. 

Citizens have their political voting rights removed if they are in custody, being investigated, charged or tried because of ‘endangering national security or other serious criminal activities’.

Members of the Communist Party have more power than citizens who are not party members. Communists can stand for office and vote in elections to choose the party’s top local officials. All members are free to suggest ideas and discuss policy at party meetings but, once the decision of the party is made by majority vote, all members are expected to uphold and enforce that decision. This is known as the principle of ‘democratic centralism’. 

The three sources of power in China are the Communist Party, the NPC and the People’s Liberation Army. These organisations work together to ensure China’s long-term security, and to promote the State’s political, economic and political power. 

China’s political system
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Activities
1. Ask learners to complete a timeline of China’s history since 1931. Use information from http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-pacific-13017882 and Resource 1 to support this activity.

2. Ask learners to complete the political system diagram in Resource 2. To do this, they should use the commentary and labels in Resource 2 and any additional information adapted from the Teachers’ Commentary or from the video summary of China’s history and politics https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ev5f9E79H4 .

Section 2: Criticisms of China’s political system
Teacher introduction
Critics of China’s political system describe it as an authoritarian regime – a system that enforces strict obedience at the expense of personal freedom.
The main criticisms of the Chinese approach are that human rights are not fully respected and that people do not have enough say about how their country is run.

· Those who campaign for democracy are not tolerated – https://www.amnesty.org.uk/press-releases/china-three-people-jailed-publishing-books-democracy 

· News media is controlled by the Chinese state - http://www.theguardian.com/media/greenslade/2014/jan/13/censorship-china 

· Minority groups are repressed if they are seen as a threat to China’s stability - http://www.amnestyusa.org/our-work/countries/asia-and-the-pacific/china 

· People have limited political influence especially if they aren’t Communist Party members.

Chinese leaders fear chaos if the country’s economic growth and increased prosperity are threatened. They believe that free speech and the development of political rivals to the Communist Party will act as a serious distraction from their aim of increasing China’s wealth and influence. This fear helps to explain the regime’s robust attempts to limit the growing pressure for political change in China. For the Chinese government’s own concise description of the constitution try http://www.china.org.cn/english/Political/26143.htm. Also download Citizens Finding a Voice: Bottom-Up Politics in China’s Nuclear Power Debate by Xiang Fang (2011) in the CES 10 Commentaries, pp151-185 (https://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/ces-10-commentaries-pp-151-185) for a commentary on how Chinese citizens have been able to influence decisions on nuclear power.
Activities

1. Ask learners to produce a set of slides or a leaflet designed to publicise criticisms of the Chinese approach to government. They should mention: citizens’ lack of political influence; State control of the news media; repression of minority groups and those campaigning for democracy. Learners may use Resource 3 to help organise their ideas.

2. Ask learners to describe and explain the current Chinese leadership’s justification of their government’s approach to democracy and human rights. A starting point for this could be an article from the China Daily http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2016-01/30/content_23317119.htm and questions to the Chinese President while in London on a State visit in 2015 http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2015/10/21/laura-kuenssberg-skewers-chinese-president-xi-and-david-cameron-on-human-rights_n_8347600.html 
Section 3: The UK and China compared
Teacher introduction
China achieves low scores in international comparisons of how well governments ‘measure up’ to democratic principles. The table below compares two main international rankings and summarises their findings about the quality of democracy in China and the UK. 
	Ranking
	What is measured
	Comparison of UK and China

	Democracy Index
	Ranks countries according to five measures: 

· electoral process and pluralism
· civil liberties

· the functioning of government
· political participation

· political culture.
(For details of this scoring system – see page 47 of the 2015 report.)
	China is classified as an ‘authoritarian’ government by the Democracy Index. Their report points out that while some formal institutions of democracy may exist, political pluralism is limited. The report describes elections as not being free and fair and suggests widespread abuse of civil liberties. The report states that: Chinese media are state-owned or controlled by groups connected to the ruling regime; criticism of the government is not tolerated; widespread censorship occurs; and there is no independent judiciary.

Commenting on China in 2015, the report states that, “In China, the tension generated by rising popular support for the concept of democratic government—which resulted in a modest improvement in the country’s score and an eight-position rise in the global rankings, to joint 136th place—and the authoritarian practices of the ruling Communist Party is increasing.”

	
	
	China is ranked 105th
UK is ranked 12th

The UK is significantly ahead of China on all measures but China is relatively strong on ‘gender equality’ and ‘health’. 

	Democracy Ranking
	Ranks countries according to the quality of politics and the quality of society. According to Democracy Ranking the two are linked. If people are fully involved in decision-making, then their society should become a satisfying place to live.
	


Sources of information:

· Democracy Index. Economist Intelligence Unit http://www.eiu.com/public/topical_report.aspx?campaignid=DemocracyIndex2015 (Registration required to enable free download of materials)

· Democracy Ranking. Alpen-Adria University, Austria http://democracyranking.org/
The TEP, ‘Rights in Conflict’ includes further information on how UK and Chinese political systems compare: http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/307933-rights-in-conflict-topic-exploration-pack.docx
The extent to which each country’s political system enables citizen participation is perhaps the most worthwhile and accessible point of comparison. 

In China, membership of the Communist Party enables citizens to participate meaningfully in the political process. Controls on party membership and the absence of ‘opposition’ parties both severely restrict political pluralism. China’s system of ‘indirect democracy’ gives all citizens some limited influence at local level. Pressure groups are not part of the Chinese political process (largely due to the principle of ‘democratic centralism’) but Chinese politicians and officials do consult experts and interest groups over major decisions. The Chinese leadership increasingly recognises the importance of public opinion. 

The UK, on the other hand, is a fully developed representative democracy in which there is a trend towards decentralisation of power. Governments seek to engage citizens in the political process and are prepared to use referendums to decide matters of constitutional significance. In the UK there is: a high level of pluralism; an Official Opposition that acts as a counterweight to government power; a sovereign parliament; and both an independent civil service and independent judiciary. 

Activities

1. Learners may have already completed a comparison of the UK, Switzerland and China as part of Student Activity 2 in the TEP ‘Rights in Conflict’. They should review this comparison before moving on to the activity below. 
2. Ask learners to complete a simple chart to compare and evaluate the constitutions of China and the UK, and citizen participation in both countries. Learners may use Resource 4 to help them collect and organise their information. Learners should draw upon their own knowledge and understanding of Chinese and British political systems to complete the chart. A video summary of the Chinese system will also be useful https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fgor9fmA6po 

3. Organise a discussion or debate about how far the UK should become one of China’s key economic partners given China’s record on human rights. Learners could be asked to consider this dilemma through an analysis of the controversy around the State visit of Chinese President Xi to the UK in 2015. A short CNN news video provides a good introduction https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=Xi+in+Britain&&view=detail&mid=23B688A5BD45121A09EF23B688A5BD45121A09EF&rvsmid=06556119807C22F5C52806556119807C22F5C528&fsscr=0&FORM=VDQVAP with the Telegraph offering more detail: http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/politics/11941937/Chinese-president-Xi-Jinping-begins-UK-visit.html The Mail gives more ‘human rights’ background: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3277854/I-want-fish-chips-says-Chinese-president-Xi-Jinping-insists-state-visit-includes-trip-English-pub.html

 HYPERLINK "http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3277854/I-want-fish-chips-says-Chinese-president-Xi-Jinping-insists-state-visit-includes-trip-English-pub.html" http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3277854/I-want-fish-chips-says-Chinese-president-Xi-Jinping-insists-state-visit-includes-trip-English-pub.html
Answers to student worksheets section
Resource 1. People’s Republic of China – historical highlights
	Events
	Dates

	People’s Republic of China founded after over 20 years of civil war.
	1949

	Massive social, economic and political upheaval as a result of the ‘cultural revolution’.
	1966 - 1976

	Diplomatic relations established with the USA.
	1979

	Government imposes one-child policy in effort to reduce population growth.
	1979

	China's "Open-door policy" opens the country to foreign investment and encourages development of a market economy and private sector.
	1986-90

	Troops open fire on demonstrators in China’s capital. 200 die.
	1989

	Hong Kong returns to Chinese control from British rule.
	1997

	Leaders of China, Russia and four Central Asian states launch the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation.
	2001

	China joins the World Trade Organisation.
	2001

	China, India reach agreement over status of Tibet and Sikkim in a landmark cross-border trade agreement.
	2003

	African heads of state gather for a China-Africa summit in Beijing. Business deals worth nearly $2bn are signed and China promises billions of dollars in loans and credits.
	2006

	Google decides no longer to restrict internet access for its Chinese customers. 
	2010

	China formally overtakes Japan to become the world's second-largest economy.
	2011


Resource 2. China’s political system
This diagram is also on page 6.
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Resource 3: Criticisms of the Chinese approach
Make notes to include in your presentation.

	Criticism of the Chinese approach

Web references
	Your research notes

· List the criticisms of the Chinese approach to government

· Give examples or note quotations

	State control of the news media

http://www.theguardian.com/media/greenslade/2014/jan/13/censorship-china
	· Chinese journalists risk getting fired and even jailed for their work. 

· Censorship has been stepped up and stories have been deleted.

· Journalists must seek permission before meeting foreign reporters and business people.
· Chinese reporters have to attend ideological training.
· A "provincial propaganda official" has been appointed to a senior management role at every Chinese journalism school.
The internet is firmly controlled.

	Repression of minority groups

http://www.amnestyusa.org/our-work/countries/asia-and-the-pacific/china 
	· Repression of minority groups, including Tibetans, Uighurs and Mongolians, and of Falun Gong practitioners and Christians who practice their religion outside state-sanctioned churches continues.

	Repression of democracy campaigners

https://www.amnesty.org.uk/press-releases/china-three-people-jailed-publishing-books-democracy 
	· Three Chinese human rights campaigners have been jailed for publishing books on democracy and activism.

	Citizens’ lack of political influence

http://www.cecc.gov/freedom-of-expression-in-china-a-privilege-not-a-right
(This is a challenging article but well worth reading if you can manage it.)
	· The only people in China who can publish criticisms of, or opinions contrary to those of, the Communist Party, are senior members of the Communist Party.


	
	· The Chinese government allows criticisms of its policies only as long as they occur in private discussions, closed academic conferences, government-authorised publishing outlets, or other forums where the Government does not feel there is any threat of public participation that it cannot control.
An ordinary citizen can only publish their thoughts and ideas through a publisher authorised by the Chinese government (with permission) or through a heavily-monitored internet bulletin board.


Resource 4. Comparing citizen participation in the UK and China
	Key features of citizen participation
	United Kingdom
	People’s Republic of China

	All representatives are elected directly by citizens.
	Yes
	No

	Elections are held regularly.
	Yes
	Yes

	Members of the leading political party or parties have additional rights.
	No
	Yes

	All citizens have a right to vote and stand as candidates.
	Yes
	Yes

	Citizens have the right to promote their point of view even though they may be in a minority. 
	Yes
	No

	There is a separation of powers between the executive, legislature and judiciary.
	Yes
	No

	A variety of views are represented in parliament 
	Yes
	No

	Parliament holds the executive accountable for its actions.
	Yes
	Yes


	Statement
	China or UK?
	Explanation of my choice

	Decision-making involves a range of stakeholders.
	UK
	· Government and Parliament consult experts, interest groups, businesses, charities, pressure groups, etc.

· Individuals, groups and organisations lobby MPs.

	Government is usually decisive.

	China
	· China is a single party State.

· Decisions can be made quickly by a small executive group.

· The NPC usually supports the leadership.

· Public protest is restricted.

	Independent judges can hold the government to account.
	UK
	· UK judges are appointed by an independent body.

· UK judges can scrutinise the decisions of governments and public bodies.

	A government is able to make unpopular but necessary decisions.
	China
	(Similar reasons as those given for ‘decisiveness’ above.)

	Minority groups are more likely to feel unrepresented by politicians.
	China
	· Some minority groups are regarded as potentially ‘troublesome’ by the Chinese authorities.

· Minority groups have the protection of the Human Rights Act and Equality Act.

· The independent judiciary can safeguard the interests of minority groups.
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Topic Exploration Pack

China
Student activity section
Resource 1. People’s Republic of China – historical highlights
1. Draw and complete a timeline of China’s history since 1931. Use information from http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-pacific-13017882 to help you. Include events from the information file, linking each of them with the correct date. Add five more significant events using the clues in the research file.

Your timeline must include an appropriate scale. It should have space above and below the line for you to include important events. It should be similar to the example below. (Two events have been included to help you.)
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	Information File
	Research File

	· Hong Kong returns to Chinese control from British rule. 

· Troops open fire on demonstrators in China’s capital. 200 die.

· People’s Republic of China founded after over 20 years of civil war.

· African heads of state gather for a China-Africa summit in Beijing. Business deals worth nearly $2bn are signed and China promises billions of dollars in loans and credits.
· Massive social, economic and political upheaval as a result of the ‘cultural revolution’.

· China joins the World Trade Organisation.

· Diplomatic relations established with the USA.

· Leaders of China, Russia and four Central Asian states launch the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation.
· Google decides no longer to restrict internet access for its Chinese customers. 

· Chinese government imposes one-child policy in effort to reduce population growth.

· China overtakes Japan to become the world's second-largest economy.

· China and India reach a deal over the status of Tibet and Sikkim in a landmark cross-border trade agreement.

· China's "Open-door policy" opens the country to foreign investment and encourages the development of a market economy and private sector.
	Add the following to your timeline:

· One event that shows the development of more positive relationships between China and other powerful countries.

· One event that shows the further development of the Chinese economy.
· One recent event that shows that there are still problems with human rights in China.

· One event that shows that the Chinese government is prepared to take action to combat political corruption.

· One recent event that could cause conflict between China and neighbouring countries.


Resource 2. China’s political system
Use the commentary and labels to help you complete the diagram of the Chinese political system.

Commentary

There are three centres of power in China’s political system – the NPC (China’s legislature), the Communist Party and the People’s Liberation Army. They work together to safeguard China’s internal security, and to extend the State’s political, economic and military influence across the world.

China is an ‘indirect’ or ‘hierarchical’ democracy. Citizens have the right to elect representatives to the local people’s congress responsible for their community. There are no presidential elections and no direct elections for China’s parliament. Instead members of local congresses choose representatives to serve on provincial congresses. Provincial congresses from across China then choose representatives to join the National People’s Congress (NPC) – China’s legislature.

The NPC elects the State Council – China’s executive – and chooses the judiciary.

Sixty million Chinese citizens are members of the Communist Party. They have the right to elect party members for local and provincial committees. These committees help to choose the 270 members of the Communist Party’s Central Committee. The most powerful members of this committee form a politburo of 25 members. The Communist Party influences China’s local and provincial congresses, the NCP and the Central Committee. China’s President is a member of the Politburo and also a member of the State Council.

Although there are several political parties represented in the NPC, these broadly support the Communist Party’s aims and values. There is no official opposition in the NPC although the parliament does have the right to hold the executive to account. 

The People’s Liberation Army has been a powerful force in China since the civil war ended seventy years ago. The army influences the NPC. No Chinese leader would risk making decisions without the army’s support.

Labels
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Simplified diagram of China’s political system
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Resource 3: Criticisms of the Chinese approach
Produce a set of slides or a leaflet designed to publicise criticisms of the Chinese approach to government. 

Include the points in the table. A web reference has been included to get you started but also carry out your own internet searches. You may also find it useful to refer back to your timeline and the source material at http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-pacific-13017882 

Make notes to include in your presentation.

	Criticism of the Chinese approach

Web references
	Your research notes

· List the criticisms of the Chinese approach to government

· Give examples or note quotations

	State control of the news media

http://www.theguardian.com/media/greenslade/2014/jan/13/censorship-china
	

	Repression of minority groups

http://www.amnestyusa.org/our-work/countries/asia-and-the-pacific/china 
	

	Repression of democracy campaigners

https://www.amnesty.org.uk/press-releases/china-three-people-jailed-publishing-books-democracy 
	

	Citizens’ lack of political influence

http://www.cecc.gov/freedom-of-expression-in-china-a-privilege-not-a-right
(This is a challenging article but well worth reading if you can manage it.)
	


Resource 4. Comparing citizen participation in the UK and China
Complete the simple charts below to compare and evaluate citizen participation in the UK and China. Apply your own knowledge and understanding of Chinese and British political systems to complete the chart. A video summary of the Chinese system may also be helpful https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fgor9fmA6po 

	Key features of citizen participation
	United Kingdom
	People’s Republic of China

	All representatives are elected directly by citizens.

	Yes / No
	Yes / No

	Elections are held regularly.
	Yes / No
	Yes / No

	Members of the leading political party or parties have additional rights.
	Yes / No
	Yes / No

	All citizens have a right to vote and stand as candidates.
	Yes / No
	Yes / No

	Citizens have the right to promote their point of view even though they may be in a minority. 

	Yes / No
	Yes / No

	There is a separation of powers between the executive, legislature and judiciary.
	Yes / No
	Yes / No

	A variety of views are represented in parliament. 
	Yes / No
	Yes / No

	Parliament holds the executive accountable for its actions.
	Yes / No
	Yes / No


Complete the chart below to show whether each statement is more likely to apply to China or the UK. Write a short explanation for your choice.

	Statement
	China or UK?
	Explanation of my choice

	Decision-making involves a range of stakeholders.

	
	

	Government is usually decisive.

	
	

	Independent judges can hold the government to account.
	
	

	A government is able to make unpopular but necessary decisions.
	
	

	Minority groups are more likely to feel unrepresented by politicians.
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