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Candidate One - Band 4 

Both parts of the question are answered here with some competence. In part (a) the candidate uses straightforward arguments 
and writes in a generally appropriate register - often using the first person and offering interpretative views. Analytical methods are 
generally developed and the finer points of linguistic analysis are approached with some competence. The response to part (b) has a 
lively quality and occasional narrative tone - sometimes employing the second person - and different interpretations of the play are 
offered with implicit competence.

Candidate Two – Low Band 5

A good response to Shakespeare’s use of language and dramatic effects in part (a) with some consideration of effects such as 
dramatic irony. There is also some good use of analytical methods. In part (b) a specific recent interpretation is considered and there 
is evidence of some good general exploration in this context. The script shows a good level of coherence and accuracy overall. 
Secure understanding of the text is apparent in both parts of the answer.

Candidate Three – Band 5

This script presents a pair of good, clear responses to the questions. The part (a) answer is substantial and focused. It addresses 
linguistic features of the text admirably but without meeting the criteria for the top Band in this context. Quotations and references 
are generally critically addressed; use of analytical methods is sometimes very good. In part (b) the candidate expresses secure ideas 
with coherence and accuracy. Some good information about recent performances of the play is cited. The register throughout both 
answers is appropriate. 
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Hamlet Responses - Question 2
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Candidate One – Band 5 

This is a good response to both parts of the questions. In section (a) the candidate uses some good analytical methods (to discuss 
imagery and other linguistic effects). References to the text are made throughout (and are addressed critically at times). Section (b) 
demonstrates good and secure understanding throughout. Different interpretations and critical views are addressed both explicitly 
and implicitly throughout the answer. There are some occasional lapses in the quality of written communication in this answer.

Candidate Two - High Band 5 

These are focused, carefully constructed, succinct, ‘good’ answers. In part (a) the candidate is methodical and largely successful in 
presenting a well-structured argument. Language, form and structure are presented with a good level of detail. In section (b) the 
candidate employs both general approaches to interpretation and specific critical views to sustain a good, clear response to the 
terms of the question. Overall the script is very good and secure rather than excellent and consistently detailed.  

Candidate Three – Low Band 6

These are sophisticated answers which (generally) meet the criteria for the top Band. Some original, engaging points are made 
by the candidate. The response to part (a) is succinct and focused. Some excellent points are made about the linguistic effects 
in the passage. Many of the analytical methods used are highly effective. The part (b) response is more expansive: a thoughtful 
and developing argument is constructed and the sense of personal engagement with the text by the candidate is tangible. Well-
structure, coherent and detailed overall.  

Candidate Four – Band 6

These are responses of admirable clarity and focus. All criteria in the top Band - for both answers - are clearly met. A succinct, 
sophisticated approach also contributes to the success of the script. In part (a) there is consistently effective use of both quotation 
and linguistic analysis. Very good judgement and fluency of writing ensure that consideration of different interpretations in part (b) 
is communicated impressively. Evidence of both clear thinking and of focus on the question ensure that this script meets all the 
requirements at this level in the top Band.

Marker’s Comments 
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Candidate One - Low Band 4  

Both parts of this answers show some signs of overall competence. The response to part (a) is straightforward and generally 
appropriate in tone. The candidate makes some competent observations about use of linguistic effects and there is an attempt to 
address the dramatic techniques in the passage in clear writing. Sufficient clarity is also in evidence in the part (b) response. Some 
different interpretations of the text are offered with both competence and clarity. Different issues raised by the question are explored 
appropriately. The response is fairly wide-ranging but tends to lapse into a broadly narrative approach at times.

Candidate Two  - Band 4  

This candidate presents a pair of competent answers in this response. In part (a) there is some generally developed discussion of 
linguistic effects (“metaphorical language”; “Shakespeare uses rhyming a lot”). The overall effect is one of straightforward analysis. The 
response to part (b) presents - in clear writing and a generally appropriate register - some different interpretations of the text in the 
context of the topic under consideration. The candidate is keen to present their own views as well as those of other readers (“Some 
people may argue that...”). The writing in both parts is generally clear and appropriate.

Candidate Three  - High Band 5 

Both parts of the response to this question show a good response from the candidate. Part (a) develops a clear approach and offers 
- through good use of analytical methods - some detailed linguistic analysis. The candidate displays good knowledge of the text and 
quotes from it effectively. Although analysis is very good at times (with some discussion of rhyming couplets and the sonnet form) 
this is not an ‘excellent’ response overall. The part (b) answer succeeds in presenting a good range of points of interpretation and has 
a lively, engaged quality - although (once again) the answer does not demonstrate convincing evidence of overall excellence from 
the candidate.

Marker’s Comments 
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