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Part A

AQO3: this shows at least a convincing sense of the
context of each extract: there is a simple reference to
the allegorical element of the text: “similarity to Stalin”
and the response doesn't get sidetracked or confused
by the anthropomorphism, which is assumed
throughout. Instead the candidate concentrates on
the shared contexts of atmosphere: threats, terror
and, in the first extract, violent death: “they too were
slaughtered”.

AQO1: there is a coherent critical style here which
shows some perceptive understanding of the ways
the extracts work to achieve their effects: quotations
are precise, pertinent and effectively integrated.
There is little to choose between the (high) quality of
response to both the prepared extract from the set
text and the unseen.

AQ2: the analysis of language and structure is well
developed and focuses on the use of a number

of key terms: exaggeration, irony, morbidity and
juxtaposition (for example) are used with accuracy
and confidence. This is consistently effective.
Comparison and contrast are impressively sustained
and lead to some sensitive and subtle judgements
about the way the extracts work.

This is, on balance, level six work.

Part B

AO1: a perceptive and coherent response. Although

it doesn't go exclusively to “another moment in the
novel” and refers to the set text extract it takes up the
thematic issues raised and puts them alongside other
critical moments: the use of lies and propaganda; the
exploitation of the less clever; the show trials which
Orwell followed so clearly, and the innocence and
gullibility of Boxer and Clover. This is well supported
by relevant, integrated references.

AQ2: there is an analysis of Squealer’s rhetoric and use
of rhetorical questions: it is slightly limited compared
to the part a) response and doesn't use a wide array of
critical terminology.

This is level 5 work.

As a whole the response is on the borderline of
Levels 5 & 6.
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Part A

AQ3: the sustained opening gives a very thorough
and detailed account of the context of both extracts.
It is convincing and informs a very well organised
response to the text.

AO?1: the descriptive extracts provide the foundation
for a strong personal response to each text which
gives the candidate the confidence to speculate and
consider a range of interpretations: even though some
are not entirely convincing. The section on Smirke’s
intentions is very well done: but it is less certain that
Natty's reaction actually is one of “boredom”. There is
thus some insightful understanding. The references
are well chosen and effectively integrated.

AQ2: the latter sections of the response explore
language and structure with some thoughtful
analysis. The effects of the use of the terms “guilty”,
“oromptly”, “tapping the blade” are given close
consideration and the final part of the response deals
robustly with the use of “barbaric” language in the
slaughter of the animals. Although there are relatively
few direct references to subject terminology the
quality of the answer is not impeded. The thorough
comparison is sustained throughout and is a clear
guide to the quality of the response.

This is very well organised and confident work: on
balance a strong level 5 has been achieved.

Part B

AQT1: another well organised response which show
very clear understanding of the task. There is a
detailed account of the propagandist machinations
of Squealer and much personal engagement with
the plight of the animals in their “confusion and
bewilderment”. The contrast between Squealer’s
use of long and impressive sounding words and the
rhetorical ‘killer question’ repeated “You don't want
Jones back?” is well put. A range of apt quotations
give effectively detailed and convincing support.

AO2: the concept and use of “tactics” and the use of
rhetoric (as noted above) are analysed with some skill:
otherwise the answer concentrates on description
and explanation: there is some use of relevant
terminology.

This response is level 4 with touches of level 5.

Overall this response is level 5.
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Part A

AQ3: there is a reasonably clear understanding of the
context of both extracts here. The bald statement
“representing Stalin” isn't clear (compare with the
effectiveness of this type of reference in Script A) and
doesn't encourage a confident sense of allegorical
interpretation. Although generally correct, the

points about “power” need more substance and
differentiation.

AO1: the candidate goes on to develop a detailed
personal response to both texts which shows a more
confident understanding of the differences between
the reactions of the animals on the one hand and
Natty on the other: the contrast between fear and
anger is well observed. The points are effectively
referenced with textual support.

AQ2: the candidate goes on to grapple with language
and structure on the second side. Despite the use of
a range of subject terminologies (short sentences/
dialogue/ juxtaposition etc) this is a less confident
and convincing section. The idea of tension is,

rightly, referred to, but not related to textual detail;
whatever else it might be, the scene is hardly “simple
and innocent” and the final points on narrative
perspective are not skilfully handled. Key points of the
extracts are compared throughout.

Overall AO1 is better covered than either of the other
two Assessment Objectives. Nonetheless this fits into
the level 4 threshold overall.

Part B

AQO1: the candidate chooses to focus on the breaking
of the commandments by the pigs in pursuit of their
own comforts and other interests, thus embracing
“other moments” in the novel. It might perhaps

have been better to focus in more detail on one
moment as the task suggests. A personal response

is implied rather than consistently stated but direct,
relevant references support what is written. The role
of Squealer has been understood but there is some
confusion over Napoleon's intentions in trading with
the outsiders in order to build the windmill: this
needed (at least) more detail. Some of the points are
slightly assertive: “more of a tyrant, like Stalin”.

AQ2: this is rather thin on the explanation of language
because the focus has been on other matters: some
opportunities (for example the actual wording of the
commandments) are missed.

This is level 4 work.

Overall this response is level 4.
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Part A

AO3: there are some relevant remarks about the
context: the points about status and threats are
correct although the idea that Smirke isn't physically
threatening is not supported by the detailed
description of him holding the dagger.

AQO1: there is a reasonably detailed personal response
which sees and empathises with the “weaker victims”.
The comparisons between the attitudes of the
animals and Natty is viable and well put. There are
very few direct references to the texts or supporting
quotations.

AQ2: the candidate gives a range of subject
terminologies but fails to exemplify them. This limits
analysis and offers commentary, description and
assertion instead. Dialogue, punctuation, and imagery
are all mentioned without supporting evidence. The
tone of the first extract is certainly “terrifying” but

the unqualified “emotional” tone of the second is not
illustrated.

This response is level 3. There is more than “some
awareness” of the context and the personal response
is developed rather than “begins to develop”. Some of
the comments are more than “simple”.

21

PartB

AQO1: a reasonably detailed personal response that
shows some solid understanding of the chosen scene:
Squealer justifying the pigs’ (mis) appropriation of

the milk and apples. Although the description has
some convincing detail, and the situation has been
understood, there are few direct references and no
quotation: hence subject terminology is sparse.

AQ2: the strongest part of this answer is at the top

of side three where some insight is shown into
exactly what Squealer is doing: “not lying, he is
telling the truth, however, not the full truth”. This is
an acute analysis but not one which directly engages
the words he uses. The references to the Russian
revolution aren't asked for here, neither are they
helpful. The explanation is, nonetheless, reasonable.
See above for comments on use of subject
terminology (or, rather, its absence).

This response is also in Level 3.

Overall this response is solid level 3.
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Part A

AO3: there are some relevant comments about

the context of each extract. The atmosphere of
threats and violence is, each in its own way, strongly
suggested. The purpose of the allusions to “Trotskey”
(sic) and Stalin is unclear.

4

AQ1: there is an empathic sense of Natty’s situation:
the response to the first extract is perhaps slightly
more formulaic. Relevant references and quotations
support what is said.

AQ2: the candidate works at some examples of
language use: Natty's reaction to “dog” is explored
and “tore their throats out” is correctly identified as
“graphic”. The idea that Natty's reaction is “energizing”
is well observed and supported by an apt quotation.
There is some comparison.

This is low level 3 work.
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Part B

AO1: a straightforward response to what follows in
Animal Farm. Some understanding of the animals’
plight is shown and an apt point about Clover is
made. The comment about “Jones's time” suggests
but doesn’t nail the irony here.

AQ2: this is mainly description and assertion but the
point about the irony could have been developed
further.

This is strong level 2 work.

Overall this response is on the borderline of level
2 and level 3.
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Part A

AQO3: there is a general sense of what is going on in
each extract which equals “some awareness”.

AO1: there is an association with Natty’s reaction

to Smirke and an attempt at description of the first
extract. There is some paraphrasing of each text but
little direct reference to either of them.

AQO2: some subject terminologies are used: “dialogue/
descriptive/ narrative” but exactly what they refer

to is unclear. The word “prominent” is used and
repeated but again, what it signifies is uncertain. Basic
similarities are identified.

Level 2.
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Part B

AQ1: this goes on to the scene following the slaughter.
It seeks to engage sympathy for the betrayal of

the animals, their plight and their only too human
reactions. There are two references to the text which
give peripheral support.

AQ2: despite good intentions this fails to more than
describe and generalise: not all has been understood.

This is level 2.

Overall this is a level 2 response.
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