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Part A

AO1: the opening paragraph makes some key
comparisons and provides the foundation for a
developed personal response to each extract.

The response offers integrated comparison of the
two extracts and uses the bullet points sensibly

to structure the response and ensure that all the
assessment objectives are addressed. Textual
references are used to support the points made and
to show more developed understanding, indicating
the development of a promising critical style.

AQ2: there is some evidence of sensitivity to
language, for example, Phil interrupting Brian to
show his higher status. There are some insightful
comments about Phil using a ‘casual tone’ while
being really ‘threatening’. The AO2 comments

on the unseen extract, Girls Like That, are less
successful: the ‘joking tone’ is recognised, but its
significance as a means of bullying someone in a
public place while passing it off as ‘playing around’
is not explored. Likewise, the inclusion of the quote
'some water starts to come out of one of her eyes...
is pleasing, but is not developed to make the

point that it shows complete detachment and is
extremely cold and harsh.

AQ3: the situation explored in both extracts is
clearly explained and commented on, and the
response shows good understanding of bullying,
peer pressure and hierarchies as presented in both
extracts. The point that in both extracts some
group members convey doubts, but are too scared
to act upon them, is a good one.

This is a developed and convincing personal
response to the text which is Level 5.

PartB

AQO1: the character chosen, Leah, is a good one for
this question, but the candidate offers an overview
of her role in the play rather than looking in any
detail at how she is affected by what happens to
Adam. The response does recognise that as the play
progresses Leah becomes less dependent on Phil but
it doesn't link it firmly with what happens to Adam,
consequently becoming rather general. The response
also lacks quotations from the text to support
assertions.

AQ2: the answer concentrates on an overview which
restricts it in terms of AO2 exploration. There is a
comment on the play’s structure in terms of Leah's
character development, but otherwise there is little
on language analysis and the dramatic effects of the
playwright's choice of language.

This response is low level 4 although there is
evidence of a sound overview of the text.

Overall this response is solid Level 4.
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Part A

AQO1: the response shows reasonable understanding
of both extracts and offers some comparisons. There
is a tendency to deal with the extracts separately

and the candidate would have benefited from more
integrated comparison throughout the response.
Quotations are used throughout Part a to support
the points but analysis is limited. The response makes
some good comparisons, such as Phil being the lone
bully in the set text extract, whereas the unseen
extract presents a group of girls working together

to bully Scarlett. There are also some interesting
comments on Scarlett, who ‘doesn’t feel like a human
being’.

AQ2: the response makes some partially effective
comments about language. It begins to develop a
point on the use of the name Scarlett in the unseen
extract, but the point is not developed fully. There are
attempts to comment on structure in terms of varying
sentence lengths, but no examples are offered to
support the point. The language analysis of the
unseen extract is less convincing, although repetition
was identified as a device and a brief comment on the
effect offered.

AQO3: this response shows general understanding

of the context of each extract: it makes reference

to the bullying and peer pressure and how the
victims try to deal with their situations. There is some
understanding that Scarlett’s silence is significant,
but it is explained as ‘depression’, which doesn’t quite
make the point. There are times when the situations
merit further thought and exploration.

To improve the response the comparison of the
extracts needed to be more integrated and robust.
More exploration of the language and more
integrated comparison would also have improved the
response.

This is assessed at Level 4.

PartB

AQO?1: the response to Part b focuses on how Phil is
affected by what happens to Adam. Despite offering
a rather general overview of Phil's character, there are
some valid points made, such as his lack of care about
Adam and his exploitation of Brian. The response
needed to be more firmly focused on the question
and to use more quotations from the wider text.

AQ2: as Part b is a closed text assessment candidates
do need to remember to include some analysis of
language, form and structure. This response did not
address AO2 very strongly in Part b, although there
was an interesting point made about Phil tending

to speak to convey his thoughts about the situation,
however, his silence was attributed to being ashamed,
which is not convincing, although there is also a
suggestion that he is silent as he thinks about how to
cover up Adam’s death.

This is low Level 4.

As a whole the response is low Level 4.
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Part A

AO1: the answer develops a well-integrated
comparison of the two extracts in a developed

and convincing personal response to the task. The
clear use of the bullet points in the question to
structure the response is helpful. The points made are
effectively supported with textual support.

AQ2: there is some useful analysis of the language
used in the two extracts. The observation that Danny
asks the group 'Is he serious?’ rather than directing
the question at Phil, is insightful. There was also some
interesting analysis of the use of ‘us and we’ and I
and me’ to distinguish between the girls in the gang
in the unseen extract to show how they perceive
themselves within the gang. The analysis of ‘water
starts to come out of one of her eyes.’ was also
insightful.

AO3: there is a good understanding of the context of
both extracts here. The similarities in the situations
faced by Scarlett and Brian are explored and the
response clearly explains the importance of hierarchy
within both extracts. It also points out that both
victims in the extracts are treated with ‘contempt’. A
good comparison is made in the way that the victims
deal with their situations: Brian complies but Scarlett
uses silence as a method of dealing with the bullying.

Overall this fits into Level 5.

PartB

AO1: this is a rather brief and undeveloped response
to Part b. Some understanding is shown into Brian’s
response to what happens to Adam, but there is little
development and detail from the text. The response
describes Brian's deterioration through the play but
would have benefited from exploring this idea further
and linking it to the fragmentation of the group.

AQ2: this lacks exploration and explanation of
language because of the lack of development of
ideas.

This is assessed as Level 2 work.

Overall this response is high Level 3 due to its
unevenness.
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Part A

AO1: some basic comparisons are made, but
understanding of both extracts is rather limited. The
description of ‘Phil, her irritating boyfriend’ does not
really capture his menacing and bullying presence

in the extract. There is also some misunderstanding
of why Leah is calling Phil at the beginning of the
extract. There is a little understanding that some

of the gang members have doubts but these are
explained rather vaguely: ‘how bad this situation

has become..” or it's ‘out of hand’. The response also
asserts that ‘characters of DNA don't want to bully
one another. There is also some confusion about the
unseen extract where the response suggests that the
gang members are ‘scared of bullying her [Scarlett].
One key point of comparison is recognised when the
response suggests that in DNA the bullying is physical
whereas in the unseen extract it is verbal.

AQO2: there is little attempt to develop points on AO2
so this assessment objective is not really addressed.

AO3: there is awareness of the situations although, as
explained earlier, some of the comments are rather
confused.

This response is assessed at Level 2. It is
a straightforward response with a little
understanding.
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Part B

AOT1: although this is a personal response it is rather
limited and just outlines Brian's mental breakdown
due to peer pressure.

AQ2: there is little in the way of language analysis and
at times the language in the response is very limited:
the word ‘crazy’ is particularly over-used.

This response is assessed as low Level 2.

Overall this response is Level 2.
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Part A

AO1: there is some basic comparison — that in both
extracts someone is bullied, and that in the set

text extract the bullying is physical whereas in the
unseen extract it is emotional. The same quotation is
repeated.

AQ2: the candidate struggles to look at use of
language in the extracts in any detail. Some
comments are offered but they are confused:
‘language shows how presentable the characters are
to the audience/readers’, for example.

AQO3: there is rather limited awareness of the situation:

what is offered is repeated from the question paper.
There is some sense of Brian's hopelessness but most
of the comments on DNA are very general.

This is assessed as low Level 2 work.
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Part B

AQO1: the response looks at Leah but is very confused
about her role in the play. Many of the assertions are
not correct, such as Leah not appearing in the early
part of the play and being a character who does not
say much. There is very little to reward due to the
misreading.

AQ2: this is mainly incorrect assertion so AO2 is not
directly addressed.

This is assessed as Level 1 work.

Overall this response is Level 1.



Wed like to know your view on the resources we produce. By
clicking on the'Like’ or ‘Dislike’ button you can help us to ensure
that our resources work for you. When the email template pops
up please add additional comments if you wish and then just click
‘Send’ Thank you.

Whether you already offer OCR quialifications, are new to OCR, or
are considering switching from your current provider/awarding
organisation, you can request more information by completing the
Expression of Interest form which can be found here:
www.ocrorg.uk/expression-of-interest

OCR Resources: the small print

OCR'’s resources are provided to support the delivery of OCR
qualifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching
method that is required by OCR. Whilst every effort is made

to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held
responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources.
We update our resources on a regular basis, so please check the
OCR website to ensure you have the most up to date version.

This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as
the OCR logo and this small print remain intact and OCR is
acknowledged as the originator of this work.

OCR acknowledges the use of the following content:
Square down and Square up: alexwhite/Shutterstock.com

Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of
resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications:

resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk

Looking for a resource?

There is now a quick and easy search tool to help find free resources
for your qualification:

www.ocrorg.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/

www.ocr.org.uk/gcsereform
OCR Customer Contact Centre

General qualifications

Telephone 01223 553998

Facsimile 01223 552627

Email general.qualifications@ocr.org.uk

OCR is part of Cambridge Assessment, a department of the University of
Cambridge. For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance
programme your call may be recorded or monitored.

© OCR 2016 Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations is a Company
Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England. Registered office 1 Hills
Road, Cambridge CB1 2EU. Registered company number 3484466.
OCR is an exempt charity.


http://www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=I%20liked%20the%20GCSE%20%289-1%29%20English%20Literature%20Exemplar%20Candidate%20Work%20%28DNA%20-%20Dennis%20Kelly%29
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=I%20disliked%20the%20GCSE%20%289-1%29%20English%20Literature%20Exemplar%20Candidate%20Work%20%28DNA%20-%20Dennis%20Kelly%29
mailto:general.qualifications%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
http://www.ocr.org.uk/gcsereform
http://www.ocr.org.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/

	Script A
	Script B
	Script C
	Script D
	Script E

