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INTRODUCTION
This is a guide for teachers so that you can see how we would mark work, Cambridge Nationals are designed to give the learners the 
project and let them create the work.

The guide contains sample learner work for Unit R090 Learning Outcome 3 (Be able to take and display digital photographs), graded 
at Marking Band 1 (MB1) and Marking Band 3 (MB3).

The accompanying commentary explains why each piece of work was awarded its grade.

For MB1 graded work, additional guidance has been added to suggest improvements that could be made to make it an MB2 graded 
piece of work.

For MB3 graded work, additional guidance has been added to explain why it was awarded that grade and not the lower grade of MB2.

REPRODUCTION OF CANDIDATE’S WORK

The candidates’ work within this document is reproduced for free of charge for distribution to teachers in order to help them prepare 
candidates for examinations.  The work has been reproduced as submitted by the candidates.  Some of the work may contain third-
party material for which we are unaware of the source, the rights owner or the existence of any permission that the learner may have 
had to use the material.  If you are the owner of any third-party material contained within this document, and you wish to question 
its use, please contact The Resources Team at OCR through resourcesfeedback@ocr.org.uk

You MUST NOT allow your learners to copy the samples contained in this guide.  OCR moderators have been advised to report 
any copying, in whole or in part.  Misuse of these samples will lead to a malpractice investigation being conducted and would 
put all submitted learner work at risk of investigation.
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Learning Objective 3 – Be able to take and display digital photographs
MB1

SAMPLE LEARNER WORK

Portfolio pictures:

1. This is what the business will see when driving to the local area

2. This shows there are good power and telephone links

3. This shows businesses are here already
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4. This shows it is a nice place

5. This shows development space (and I am in it)

6. This shows some scenic places

SAMPLE LEARNER WORK
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7. This shows development possibilities

8. This is what it will look like when businesses move to the local area

SAMPLE LEARNER WORK

Marking commentary on MB1 sample learner work
The photographs are quite limited and do not demonstrate a range of different compositional techniques. There is no consideration 
of exposure or framing in the evidence provided and it is not clear what features and settings were used. However, there is a 
portfolio of photographs that has some relevance to the assignment brief.

Suggested improvements to progress sample learner work to MB2
The use of a range of features, settings and composition in the portfolio photographs needs to be improved. These would need 
some evidence of how the photographs were taken eg exposure controls, camera settings etc.
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Learning Objective 3 – Be able to take and display digital photographs
MB3

SAMPLE LEARNER WORK

Be able to take and display digital photographs

Photographic Portfolio:
These are submitted to my client as image files and described here.

Picture Description
Shapes and lighting

I have used the lines of the bridge 
and started this in the front corner of 
the picture.

Exposure: 

1/1250s at f5

ISO 400

Shapes and angles

I like the simplicity of this shot with 
just two colours.

Exposure:

1/500 at f8

ISO 100

Shapes

This is a spiral shape that I noticed 
when walking around with my 
camera. I hadn’t seen it before even 
though I have passed it many times.

Exposure:

1/20s at f8

ISO 400
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SAMPLE LEARNER WORK

Picture Description
Angles

I stood underneath the pylons to get 
the perspective on this shot.

Exposure:

1/800s at f14

ISO 400

Angles and lighting

This is zoomed in to show the bark 
of a tree and the angles of the 
branches.

Exposure:

1/100s at f13

ISO 400
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SAMPLE LEARNER WORK

Picture Description
Shapes and lighting

I zoomed in on this window so 
that just the shape would be in the 
picture to keep it simple.

Exposure:

1/500s at f13

ISO 400

Shapes and lighting

This looks like a face to me so 
wanted to be looking up at it for a 
different viewpoint.

Exposure:

1/80s at f9

ISO 100
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SAMPLE LEARNER WORK

Picture Description
Shapes and lighting

I saw the light shining through 
this jar of honey so took some 
photographs of it. The shutter speed 
was very slow so I used a tripod for 
these.

Exposure:

1/10s at f16

ISO 200

Shapes

This is a house plant and zoomed in 
to show just the shape of the leaves.

Exposure:

1/80s at f5

ISO 400

Angles

I held my camera at an angle to take 
this.

Exposure:

1/500s at f8

ISO 400

For presenting my portfolios, I will have what I think is my best picture first and second best picture last with 
the others in between. This is to give the viewer a good first and last impression.
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Marking commentary on MB3 sample learner work
The photographs demonstrate some good and artistic compositions that are required by this particular assignment brief. Exposure is 
accurate and the photographs are sharp with good colour rendition.

Why it was awarded MB3 not MB2
Features and settings used are consistently appropriate to place this in MB3. The subject and scene are also consistently 
appropriately organised to support MB3. The portfolio images are stored and supplied as image files for the client and this is fully 
appropriate to the brief.
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We’d like to know your view on the resources we produce.  By 
clicking on the ‘Like’ or ‘Dislike’ button you can help us to ensure 
that our resources work for you.  When the email template pops 
up please add additional comments if you wish and then just click 
‘Send’.  Thank you.

Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR, or 
are considering switching from your current provider/awarding 
organisation, you can request more information by completing the 
Expression of Interest form which can be found here:  
www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest

OCR Resources: the small print
OCR’s resources are provided to support the delivery of OCR 
qualifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching 
method that is required by OCR. Whilst every effort is made 
to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held 
responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources.  
We update our resources on a regular basis, so please check the 
OCR website to ensure you have the most up to date version.

This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as  
the OCR logo and this small print remain intact and OCR is 
acknowledged as the originator of this work. 

OCR acknowledges the use of the following content:
Square down and Square up: alexwhite/Shutterstock.com

Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of 
resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications: 
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk

OCR is part of Cambridge Assessment, a department of the University of Cambridge. 
For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance programme your call may 
be recorded or monitored. © OCR 2016 Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations is a 
Company Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England.  
Registered office 1 Hills Road, Cambridge CB1 2EU. Registered company number 
3484466. OCR is an exempt charity.

Vocational qualifications
Telephone 02476 851509
Email vocational.qualifications@ocr.org.uk

ocr.org.uk/cambridgenationals
OCR customer contact centre
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