When Jane decides to look for work outside of Lowood
At this point in the novel we see Jane’s desperation for something new and more exciting and we see how she feels she has no ‘liberty’.  She realises she cannot have complete freedom because she cries out ‘Grant me at least a new servitude!’.  This ‘at least’ tells us she would like something more but longs to move on even if she has to compromise and remain in service to others.   Jane’s options would have been very limited but she still has the courage to seek something more and this is one of the aspects of her character that we admire.
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When Jane meets with Rochester after her visit to her dying aunt

In this moment we see how real Jane and Rochester’s relationship is.  Jane is honest and direct when she tells Rochester that he can never be ‘handsome’ and his reaction to her is described as ‘the real sunshine of feeling’. He freely refers to himself as a ‘friend’ and she tells him that he is her ‘only home’.  This open exchange would have been daring at the time and in the context of their relationship as employer and employee yet Jane does overstep the mark and Rochester likes her for it. Once again we feel that Jane is her own person and that Rochester is happy for her to be herself.
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