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AO3 (part a only)

Thoughtful consideration of a state of innocence

on the one hand and a moral dilemma on the other
are given a very solid sense of place both here and
elsewhere in the novel. The candidate is successful in
showing how this understanding informs the overall
evaluation of the studied text extract and the unseen
extract and through exploration of connections and
contrasts between the two pieces. There is a very
clear sense of the greater brutality of the unseen
extract.

AO1

For the part b response, the choice of a moment
towards the end of the novel is very shrewd: not
only does this allow the candidate to talk with much
insight about the moment in context, it also enables
the analysis to be placed in a retrospective context
showing assured knowledge of the rest of the novel.

AO2

For part a, this response sustains a well-honed critical
edge, showing perceptive understanding of both
extracts and the task: the response to both extracts
is of similar quality so that one would not necessarily
know which was familiar and which was unseen. Part
b is a telling complement to the response to part a
and assuredly confirms the level of achievement. The
section of language analysis on the second side is
exemplary.

Confident comparison is sustained throughout the
writing. The candidate confidently and appropriately
uses a range of relevant subject terminology to
explore, develop and tease out the complexities,
especially the many layers of irony and genre the text
presents.

Overall the response is very well supported with
a range of cogent, embedded textual references
including quotes that mark this out as a perceptive
and informed personal response to text(s) and task.

Parta — Low Level 6
Part b — High Level 6

Overall Level 6
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AO3 (part a only)

The candidate gives a rigorous and convincing
evaluation of both extracts and sees the essential
contrasts between Kathy's knowledge and awareness
and greater maturity and Tommy's almost opaque
innocence: the contrasts between this and the
unseen extract are well made.

AO1

The understanding of the extracts is stronger than the
language analysis (AO2). Nevertheless the candidate
gives a developed and convincing response to both
task and text. The points of comparison for part a are
sustained and well supported.

AO2

The response is very thorough but on occasion the
references to language aren't fully developed into
analysis. There is a difference, too, between the two
parts of the question. Part b tends to describe and
summarise in places and is very well supported but
without the consistent sharp critical insights of higher
level work.

Overall this is a secure level 5 and there is a lot that is
impressive but, without complete consistency.

Parta — Level 6

Part b — High Level 4

Overall good Level 5
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AO3 (part a only)

There is a clear sense of the social structures and
relationships that are presented. The contrasts of the
brutality in the unseen extract are commented on to
good effect.

AO1

This is a well- developed and thoughtful response
which is effectively supported by reference to the
text.

24

AO2

The shape and structure of both extracts is observed
with clarity and purpose. The response shows very
good understanding of both extracts with some
well-developed insights. Again, the comparative
structure is interwoven throughout and is intelligently
sustained.

Some subject terminology is deployed here but it is
certainly not in profusion.

It is not entirely consistent but with thoughtful insight
into language choices.

Parta - Low Level 5
Part b — High Level 4

Overall lower level 5
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AO3 (part a only)

This response demonstrates a good understanding of
the school/adolescent/victim contexts of each extract
to support the response.

AO1

The candidate gives a relevant and detailed personal
response to the task and the text. Although briefer
than many of the other responses in this selection, the
choice of the trip to Norfolk to comment further on
Kathy and Tommy is a good one for part b and there
is some focus on language: closer consideration of
how language creates effects and impact would be
beneficial.
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AO2

A strength is the ways in which contrasts between the
two extracts are identified and enumerated with apt
and precise textual support. Insight into the language
is less frequent and there is a good deal of description
in both parts of the task.

Part a — High Level 4
Part b — High Level 3

Overall Level 4
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AO3 (part a only)

The incident with the polo shirt (referred to in the
extract) is briefly described and the comments are
only generally supported: it is not placed in the

novel's context and the candidate tends to speculate.

The comparisons between the set text extract and
the unseen extract are rather thin.

AO1

The candidate has understood the task clearly and
made a good attempt at producing a personal
response to both text and task. Relevant textual
references have been used to support points made
and there is genuine engagement with the theme in
part a of the task.
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AO2

There is a significant gap between the quality of the
two parts of the answer. The opening paragraph on
Ishiguro is well done with analytical comments on the
language in the set text extract. This is, to an extent,
carried over into the consideration of the unseen
extract. The conclusion is confident and demonstrates
understanding.

The second part of the answer is much less effective
and tends to rely on description, summary and
assertion. There is limited use of subject terminology
in response to the task.

Part a — High Level 3
Part b — Low Level 3

Overall Level 3
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