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Introduction
This is one of several live projects that have been 
marked within OCR centres. Each one, in its own way, 
provides insights into what makes for an excellent 
project. However, none of the projects is perfect and 
each of them provides useful pointers to common 
errors that moderators encounter. Therefore, both 
the strengths and weaknesses of each project will be 
discussed as an aid to teachers and students alike.

The Unit Recording Sheets [URS] used to record both 
marks and comments on each project have also been 
included and again some comments on best practice 
have been made. Teachers put enormous efforts into 
assessing their students’ work fairly, but that effort is 
better evidenced in some of these projects than in 
others. Clear, focussed comments on the URS and 
signposting, within the portfolio can be particularly 
supportive of a student’s efforts. Comments should 
support elements of the student’s work that may 
not be immediately obvious to the moderator from 
reading it. This includes reference to the student’s 
individual triumphs, particular difficulties they have 
encountered, their effectiveness in overcoming 
obstacles and the level of individual skills development 
the student has achieved. The watchwords here are 
know each student well and let the moderator know 
this is the case through what you write! 

Commentary can be found after the portfolio on 
page 80.
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Commentary
Marks awarded

A01 A02 A03 A04 Total

12 12 24 12 60

What it is about
This student deliberately chose a creative project in 
contrast to her A Level subjects and in consequence 
the project is a real exploration of unfamiliar territory. 
She produced a short but engaging computer 
animation, complete with the soundtrack for an 
original, moralistic nursery rhyme, set to her own 
music.

General comments on strengths and weaknesses
This multifaceted project has much to commend 
it. It contains several original creative elements that 
are very well managed and the documentation is 
excellent. The student provides ample evidence 
of close monitoring of a complex research and 
development process. It is also good to see a student 
using cross-referencing of sources as a device for 
planning, as well as peer review as a development 
tool. The use of meticulous evaluation throughout 
is commendable. The mark of 60 may be slightly 
generous in the light of some minor omissions in 
the presentation and final evaluation and a report 
that gives a summary of planning for the artefact 
rather than a clear overview of the whole project. 
The report is the weakest element of an otherwise 
superb project. 

Use of the URS and annotation
There are some very useful comments on the URS 
especially for the A02 and A03 skills. These give 
very good support to the marks awarded, but are 
sometimes difficult to read. There is also some 
sign posting of AOs in the portfolio. Some brief 
comments to accompany these would have further 
supported the rationale for marks awarded, as would 
teacher comments on the presentation and the 
typing rather than hand writing of comments on 
each AO on the URS.

A01 
Why the marks were awarded
Full marks were awarded here. The project speaks 
for itself in this regard. There is a clear rationale. 
The project’s development is planned to well-
defined, time bound targets in a Gaant chart and 
methodically tracked in a well-used PPR and other 
documents. There is strong evidence of reflective 
monitoring and of thorough responsive planning 
in the report and in a helpful diary that has a very 
useful ‘successes and failures’ column. The planning 
for the artefact is outstanding, with sophisticated 
and effective use of contingency planning and 
modification in response to peer review and 
experimentation. 

Any weaknesses
The report is highly successful in showing the 
development of the artefact but is less so in drawing 
all the elements of the project together in an 
effective overview. The portfolio has a thorough 
index but the ordering of items doesn’t seem quite 
logical and has page numbering added in pencil.

A02 
Why the marks were awarded
Full marks are well deserved here. The commentary 
tracks what is very varied and well-conceived 
research into several technical areas that are 
completely new to the student. There is also 
ethical research to support the moral rhyme and 
an abundance of primary, practical research and 
reflection informing the development of the 
product. The bibliography contains a wide variety of 
sources and the analysis, comparison and evaluation 
of sources is outstanding and has had a very positive 
impact on the final outcome.

A03
Why the marks were awarded
The same painstaking approach to every aspect of 
the development of this project tracks effectively 
the selection, development and sophisticated 
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application of the skills needed to create the 
animation and write the rhyme and music. Whilst a 
skills audit would have been useful in drawing this 
information together, there is ample evidence in 
the portfolio, especially in the final evaluation and  
teacher comments to support the mark of 24 that 
was given. A practise, as well as a final animation is 
provided. It is very clear throughout that the level of 
challenge in this project was very high. Mastery of a 
wide range of technical skills have been developed 
and applied, in addition to intelligent problem 
solving.

Any weaknesses 
The final outcome is not perfect. However, the 
student shows awareness of its deficiencies and 
the animation works and is visually and acoustically 
clear and synchronised, no mean achievement for a 
novice. 

A04 
Why the marks were awarded 
Very thorough ongoing evaluation of every 
aspect of the project is employed throughout. The 
presentation provides a competent evaluation and 
review which seems to have engaged the audience. 
It is clear from final evaluation that the student has 
gained an enormous amount from completing this 
challenge and is aware of how the skills gained can 
be applied in the future. 

Any weaknesses 
The mark of 12 is perhaps a little generous, but 
reflects the enormous effort to evaluate every aspect 
throughout the project’s development. I would have 
liked to have seen a little more focus on the future 
in the presentation and more obvious reflection on 
the feedback she was given on her presentation feed 
through to the final evaluation.
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