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This is one of several live projects that have been
marked within OCR centres. Each one, in its own way,
provides insights into what makes for an excellent
project. However, none of the projects is perfect and
each of them provides useful pointers to common
errors that moderators encounter. Therefore, both
the strengths and weaknesses of each project will be
discussed as an aid to teachers and students alike.

The Unit Recording Sheets [URS] used to record both
marks and comments on each project have also been
included and again some comments on best practice
have been made. Teachers put enormous efforts into
assessing their students' work fairly, but that effort is
better evidenced in some of these projects than in
others. Clear, focussed comments on the URS and
signposting, within the portfolio can be particularly
supportive of a student’s efforts. Comments should
support elements of the student’s work that may

not be immediately obvious to the moderator from
reading it. This includes reference to the student’s
individual triumphs, particular difficulties they have
encountered, their effectiveness in overcoming
obstacles and the level of individual skills development
the student has achieved. The watchwords here are
know each student well and let the moderator know
this is the case through what you write!

Commentary can be found after the portfolio on
page 80.
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AO01 AO2 AO3 A04 Total
12 12 24 12 60

This student deliberately chose a creative project in
contrast to her A Level subjects and in consequence
the project is a real exploration of unfamiliar territory.
She produced a short but engaging computer
animation, complete with the soundtrack for an
original, moralistic nursery rhyme, set to her own
music.

This multifaceted project has much to commend
it. It contains several original creative elements that
are very well managed and the documentation is
excellent. The student provides ample evidence

of close monitoring of a complex research and
development process. It is also good to see a student
using cross-referencing of sources as a device for
planning, as well as peer review as a development
tool. The use of meticulous evaluation throughout
is commendable. The mark of 60 may be slightly
generous in the light of some minor omissions in
the presentation and final evaluation and a report
that gives a summary of planning for the artefact
rather than a clear overview of the whole project.
The report is the weakest element of an otherwise
superb project.

There are some very useful comments on the URS
especially for the A02 and A03 skills. These give

very good support to the marks awarded, but are
sometimes difficult to read. There is also some

sign posting of AQs in the portfolio. Some brief
comments to accompany these would have further
supported the rationale for marks awarded, as would
teacher comments on the presentation and the
typing rather than hand writing of comments on
each AO on the URS.

Full marks were awarded here. The project speaks
for itself in this regard. There is a clear rationale.
The project’s development is planned to well-
defined, time bound targets in a Gaant chart and
methodically tracked in a well-used PPR and other
documents. There is strong evidence of reflective
monitoring and of thorough responsive planning
in the report and in a helpful diary that has a very
useful ‘successes and failures' column. The planning
for the artefact is outstanding, with sophisticated
and effective use of contingency planning and
maodification in response to peer review and
experimentation.

The report is highly successful in showing the
development of the artefact but is less so in drawing
all the elements of the project together in an
effective overview. The portfolio has a thorough
index but the ordering of items doesn't seem quite
logical and has page numbering added in pencil.

Full marks are well deserved here. The commentary
tracks what is very varied and well-conceived
research into several technical areas that are
completely new to the student. There is also

ethical research to support the moral rhyme and

an abundance of primary, practical research and
reflection informing the development of the
product. The bibliography contains a wide variety of
sources and the analysis, comparison and evaluation
of sources is outstanding and has had a very positive
impact on the final outcome.

The same painstaking approach to every aspect of
the development of this project tracks effectively
the selection, development and sophisticated



application of the skills needed to create the
animation and write the rhyme and music. Whilst a
skills audit would have been useful in drawing this
information together, there is ample evidence in
the portfolio, especially in the final evaluation and
teacher comments to support the mark of 24 that
was given. A practise, as well as a final animation is
provided. It is very clear throughout that the level of
challenge in this project was very high. Mastery of a
wide range of technical skills have been developed
and applied, in addition to intelligent problem
solving.

The final outcome is not perfect. However, the
student shows awareness of its deficiencies and
the animation works and is visually and acoustically
clear and synchronised, no mean achievement for a
novice.

Very thorough ongoing evaluation of every

aspect of the project is employed throughout. The
presentation provides a competent evaluation and
review which seems to have engaged the audience.
[t is clear from final evaluation that the student has
gained an enormous amount from completing this
challenge and is aware of how the skills gained can
be applied in the future.

The mark of 12 is perhaps a little generous, but
reflects the enormous effort to evaluate every aspect
throughout the project’s development. | would have
liked to have seen a little more focus on the future

in the presentation and more obvious reflection on
the feedback she was given on her presentation feed
through to the final evaluation.



Wed like to know your view on the resources we produce. By
clicking on the'Like’ or 'Dislike’ button you can help us to ensure
that our resources work for you. When the email template pops
up please add additional comments if you wish and then just click
‘Send’ Thank you.

Whether you already offer OCR quialifications, are new to OCR, or
are considering switching from your current provider/awarding
organisation, you can request more information by completing the
Expression of Interest form which can be found here:
www.ocrorg.uk/expression-of-interest

OCR Resources: the small print

OCR'’s resources are provided to support the delivery of OCR
qualifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching
method that is required by OCR. Whilst every effort is made

to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held
responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources.
We update our resources on a regular basis, so please check the
OCR website to ensure you have the most up to date version.

This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as
the OCR logo and this small print remain intact and OCR is
acknowledged as the originator of this work.

OCR acknowledges the use of the following content:
Square down and Square up: alexwhite/Shutterstock.com

Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of
resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications:

resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk

Looking for a resource?

There is now a quick and easy search tool to help find free resources
for your qualification:

www.ocrorg.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/

www.ocr.org.uk
OCR Customer Contact Centre

General qualifications

Telephone 01223 553998

Facsimile 01223 552627

Email general.qualifications@ocr.org.uk

OCR is part of Cambridge Assessment, a department of the University of
Cambridge. For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance
programme your call may be recorded or monitored.

© OCR 2017 Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations is a Company
Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England. Registered office 1 Hills
Road, Cambridge CB1 2EU. Registered company number 3484466.
OCR is an exempt charity.


http://www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=I%20liked%20the%20OCR%20Extended%20Project%20-%20Unit%20H856%20-%20Exemplar%20Folder%209%20%E2%80%93%2060/60
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=I%20disliked%20the%20OCR%20Extended%20Project%20-%20Unit%20H856%20-%20Exemplar%20Folder%209%20%E2%80%93%2060/60
mailto:general.qualifications%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/projects-extended-project-h856/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/

