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QUESTION 7

‘Love is invariably possessive.’  
  [30]

Script 1: Ibsen and Rossetti – Level 5 
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EXAMINER COMMENTARY
Some good points are made via a somewhat unusual approach in this response. The candidate sustains some good, clear 
comparative analysis of the relationship between the set texts but it is notable that discussion of Rossetti’s poetry focuses largely on 
‘Goblin Market’ alone. Nonetheless there are some good contextual points made (for example, about the history of feminism and 
including a reference to Philip Larkin) with the overall effect that the evaluation of contextual material is both “good” and “clear”. AO1 
is not dominant in this section of the paper but some minor issues with the structure and presentation of the essay have an effect 
on the final mark.

This is a good – rather than excellent - response to the texts and the question (although it is certainly more than merely competent). 
Level 5: 22/30.
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QUESTION 7

‘Love is invariably possessive.’  
  [30]

Script 2: Goldsmith and Chaucer – Level 5  
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EXAMINER COMMENTARY
There are some ‘good’ aspects to this response: there is evidence of secure understanding of the texts and the answer demonstrates 
a clear line of development. The candidate’s approach to the dominant AOs (3 and 4) is clearly more than merely ‘competent’. The 
comparative analysis of the texts in question is clear throughout. Context is handled appropriately – although this is often conveyed 
implicitly rather than being assessed explicitly. AO1 is not a dominant objective in this part of the paper but it is notable that some 
lapses in the expression of ideas at times hold the answer back from gaining a mark higher up the scale (and clearly one in the top 
Level would be inappropriate) – “…the events of the tale shows the effect of Januarie’s choise of wife”.

The good qualities in the script mean that it should be recognised in Level 5: 22/30.
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QUESTION 7

‘Love is invariably possessive.’  
  [30]

Script 3: Ibsen and Rossetti – Level 4 
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EXAMINER COMMENTARY
This is an answer of competence (overall). The candidate attempts to make profitable links between the two texts under 
consideration throughout the response and an attempt is generally made to address the specific demands of the question. The 
matter of how well the dominant Assessment Objective (AO3 – context) is addressed is a concern at times. Some major errors are 
made: for example, there is more than one reference to both texts being written in the eighteenth century (“the Victorian 18th 
century”). Even though AO1 is not dominant in this section of the paper, it is notable that frequent errors of expression occur 
throughout the answer (“…cannot escape the attatchment from his affaired partner”) and these have a significant effect on the 
overall Quality of Written Communication.

Overall this is an answer of some competence: Level 4: 18/30.
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QUESTION 8

‘Good writing about sexual relationships is invariably moral.’  
  [30]

Script 4: Goldsmith and Chaucer – Level 6 
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EXAMINER COMMENTARY
This is a highly impressive response to the question. The candidate demonstrates profound knowledge of both the texts – and 
of their contexts. Comparison is sustained with fluency throughout the response and the overall effect is that of a sophisticated 
and perceptive analysis. The coherent, detailed nature of the answer is reinforced by its reference to named critics. It is in the 
concentrated focus on context (the dominant Assessment Objective) that the answer really triumphs. The significance and influence 
of context (for both writer and reader – implicitly conveyed even when not always explicitly stated) is handled impressively 
throughout. 

The answer merits a mark towards the very top of the range. Level 6: 29/30.
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QUESTION 8

‘Good writing about sexual relationships is invariably moral.’  
  [30]

Script 5: Goldsmith and Chaucer – Level 5 
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EXAMINER COMMENTARY
This answer is a solidly ‘good’, ‘clear’ response to the question and to the chosen set texts. The essay is substantially removed from 
the qualities expected of a Level 6 answer. A tendency to resort to plot narration (at times) is a significant indicator of this: “There 
are images of the garden and tree bearing fruit which May is so tempted to eat”. The answer is well-structured and coherent in 
spite of the presence of a substantial number of small lapses in the quality of written expression throughout (“dieing”; “comparitive”; 
“Tattler”; “foibbles” – all in one section). Context is addressed effectively throughout the answer: this is generally evaluated clearly and 
appropriately (rather than with the consistent excellence required for a Level 6 answer). 

The answer is better than merely ‘competent’ but does not meet the requirements of the ‘excellent’ Level 6. Level 5: 23/30.
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QUESTION 9

‘Men may seem to be more powerful than women, but the reality is very different.’  
  [30]

Script 6: Ibsen and Rossetti – Level 6 
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EXAMINER COMMENTARY
This is a succinct answer which demonstrates signs of substantial ‘excellence’ in its focused, intensive approach to the texts and to 
the task. The candidate is notably impressive in the way in which he concentrates both on the requirements of the question and 
on the demands of the dominant Assessment Objective (AO3 – contexts). The material presented is “consistently developed” and 
“consistently detailed” and the very opening sentence establishes the tone effectively with mention of “patriarchal 19th century 
Europe”. Comparative analysis of the two texts is sustained, excellent and consistently detailed throughout.

This excellent response demands recognition in the highest mark band. Level 6: 28/30.
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QUESTION 9

‘Men may seem to be more powerful than women, but the reality is very different.’  
  [30]

Script 7: Goldsmith and Chaucer – Level 6 
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EXAMINER COMMENTARY
This is an erudite and fluent response to the texts and to the question. Aspects of the answer demonstrate clear excellence. The 
essay is coherent and detailed – and a number of named critics (Kittredge, etc.) are cited to inform different interpretations of the 
texts. Comparative analysis is sustained throughout the answer and this is often consistently detailed. The candidate is notably 
proficient at meeting the requirements of the dominant AO(3): consistently developed and detailed understanding of contextual 
factors is apparent and this is expressed effectively (“During the late 1300s when Chaucer was writing…”). 

The answer clearly deserves to be rewarded in Level 6: 27/30.
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QUESTION 9

‘Men may seem to be more powerful than women, but the reality is very different.’  
  [30]

Script 8: Wilde and Chaucer – Level 6 
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EXAMINER COMMENTARY
This is a very strong answer with many ‘excellent’ qualities. The answer is notably well-structured and is expressed with clear 
sophistication (“economic nexus”). The candidate clearly has a strong grasp of the plot of both texts and – rather than simply 
recount these – she uses this to address the specific requirements of the question (and the demands of the relevant AOs) and 
embellishes her response with points of original interpretation (AO5), with fascinating contextual details (AO3 – such as those 
relating to historical staged performances), and with evidence from named critics. At all times the comparative analysis presented is 
consistently detailed and characterised by undoubted excellence.

Clearly this is an impressive Level 6 script which meets all the requirements of the assessment criteria in the middle of that mark 
range. Level 6: 28/30.
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QUESTION 9

‘Men may seem to be more powerful than women, but the reality is very different.’  
  [30]

Script 9: Ibsen and Rossetti – Level 5 
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EXAMINER COMMENTARY
This is – to some extent – a ‘good’ response which offers a wide-ranging, adequately focused response to both the question 
and the chosen texts. The presentation of ideas is sometimes merely ‘competent’ but the focus on contextual material (the 
dominant Assessment Objective – AO3) ensures a mark just into Band 5: “Ibsen’s marriage with Suzanna Thorneson”; “Rossetti 
had a close friendship with a man name [sic] John Brette”. There are some comparatively minor issues with the Quality of Written 
Communication in the answer but the comparative analysis of the relationship between the texts is sometimes “good” and at times 
“clear”. The answer is substantial and always highly competent in its approach.

The essay clearly satisfies all the requirements of the Band 4 criteria and – at times – presents ‘good’ qualities so that it merits a final 
‘borderline’ mark in Level 5: 21/30.  
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QUESTION 9

‘Men may seem to be more powerful than women, but the reality is very different.’  
  [30]

Script 10: Wilde and Chaucer – Level 5 
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EXAMINER COMMENTARY
This is a notably lengthy, extended response to the question. The answer is lively and suggests that the candidate has engaged 
positively with both texts (and their critical concerns) and considered them in relation to each other with some originality. The 
answer is therefore ‘good’ at times – notably in its approach to AO4 (comparison) and AO5 (interpretations). Others aspects of the 
answer fail to live up to this promise. The expression of ideas (AO1) is straightforward and clear rather than coherent and accurate. 
Contextual material (AO3 – the dominant Assessment Objective in this part of the paper) is not always handled astutely – “many 
contemporary playwriters used this concept”. 

There are therefore borderline qualities to this answer (Levels 5/4). The overall effect is of a highly competent – but not solidly ‘good’ - 
response and a mark at the very bottom end of the Level 5 range would therefore be appropriate. Level 5: 21/30.
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QUESTION 9

‘Men may seem to be more powerful than women, but the reality is very different.’  
  [30]

Script 11: Wilde and Chaucer – Level 5 



Exemplar Candidate Work

53

A Level English Literature

© OCR 2017



Exemplar Candidate Work

54

A Level English Literature

© OCR 2017



Exemplar Candidate Work

55

A Level English Literature

© OCR 2017

EXAMINER COMMENTARY
This substantial answer offers a good response to the set texts and to the question. The candidate engages with both texts in a lively 
- and sometimes original - manner and offers a number of personal responses (sometimes employing the first person – AO5): “In the 
video that we watched of An Ideal Husband…”. The argument presented is adequately well-structured although some lapses in the 
expression of written ideas are evident (“…get a pear in which she was craving…”). Contextual material (which is at the heart of the 
dominant Assessment Objective [3] for this part of the paper) is presented with clarity and appropriately but without the sense of 
consistent development and detail required for a mark in the top Level. Again, the comparative analysis of this pair of texts is ‘good’ 
and ‘clear’ rather than ‘excellent’ in this answer.

A mark for the essay (which is clearly better than merely ‘competent’) in the mid-low range of the Level 5 band is therefore 
appropriate for this answer. Level 5: 22/30.
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QUESTION 9

‘Men may seem to be more powerful than women, but the reality is very different.’  
  [30]

Script 12: Wilde and Chaucer – Level 4 
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EXAMINER COMMENTARY
This is a lively answer which engages with both set texts in a proficient way – and clearly more than ‘some attempt’ is made to 
address the question and the Assessment Objectives. Overall the response is competent: there are substantial lapses in tone 
and content which prevent the answer being given a mark in either Levels 5 or 6. Contextual matters are addressed with some 
competence – although there is a tendency for these to be sweeping at times (“…the medieval period, a time of chivalry and the 
feudal system”). The expression of ideas (AO1) also lacks sophistication at times (“He finally decides it is time to get a wife”) and the 
argument presented is sometimes driven more by narration of plot than by analysis. The comparative discussion of the relationship 
between the texts is competent though and the candidate always makes more than merely ‘some attempt’ to refer (at least 
implicitly) to different interpretations.

Ultimately this response should be rewarded with a mark towards the bottom end of the range in Level 4. There are clear signs of 
‘competence’ throughout – and there is more than ‘some attempt’ made by the candidate - but the overall result does not meet the 
criteria of higher Levels. Level 4: 17/30.
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QUESTION 9

‘Men may seem to be more powerful than women, but the reality is very different.’  
  [30]

Script 13: Ibsen and Rossetti – Level 4
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EXAMINER COMMENTARY
This response begins soundly and with some competence and gathers in strength. The ultimate effect is of an answer of substantial 
competence which is wide-ranging but which does not always focus on the requirements of the dominant Assessment Objectives 
for this section of the paper. Contextual comments made are indeed rather generalised at times (“In Norway … womes [sic] roles 
were centred round being a housewife”). There is substantial reliance both on the roles of other readers in the response – and (at 
times) on a rather narrative approach. Nonetheless the answer presents some highly competent understanding of the significance 
and influence of contexts.

This is an answer of considerable competence which deserves to be recognised in mark Level 4: 19/30.
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QUESTION 11

‘Conflict in literature generally arises from misunderstanding.’  
  [30]

Script 14: Goldsmith and Chaucer - Level 6 
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EXAMINER COMMENTARY
This substantial and engaged answer meets some of the requirements of the top mark Level: comparative analysis (AO4) is at times 
excellent and consistently detailed. Clearly the candidate has engaged positively with both texts and the response shows signs of 
lively personal reaction. AO3 (‘context’) is the dominant assessment objective in this section of the paper. Although the essay shows 
encouraging (‘very good’) signs of awareness in this area it is sometimes the case that material cited is presented implicitly rather 
than explicitly – and without always supporting the specific terms of the question relevantly. 

The ‘borderline’ mark (Level 5/6) for this answer would therefore be appropriate. The essay is very good with some hints of 
excellence. Level 6: 26/30.
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QUESTION 12

‘Rank and social status are enemies of happiness.’  
  [30]

Script 15: Ibsen and Rossetti – Level 6 
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EXAMINER COMMENTARY
This is a lively, substantial response to the question. The candidate knows both texts well and builds on this knowledge to construct 
a fluent and – at times – erudite response to the demands of the question. The answer is not without fault in its construction but 
it does clearly satisfy the requirements of AO1 in the top Band with its coherence, detail and accurate register. This is an answer in 
which both the approach to comparison (“excellent and consistently detailed”) and the use of context (developed, detailed and 
appropriate to the question) are notably strong.

The response clearly meets the criteria of the top Band but without satisfying these at the very highest level. Level 6: 27/30.
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QUESTION 12

‘Rank and social status are enemies of happiness.’  
  [30]

Script 16: Goldsmith and Chaucer - Level 6 
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EXAMINER COMMENTARY
This is a very good (often ‘excellent’) response to the texts and to the question. The response presents both lively and erudite 
elements: clearly the candidate has effectively focused on the requirements of this section of the paper. The sustained nature of the 
comparative analysis presented throughout is impressive. Careful use of the word ‘conversely’ at the start of a paragraph, for example, 
gives a straightforward but telling and effective direction to the candidate’s writing. Contextual references (AO3 – the dominant 
objective in this section of the paper) are indeed well-developed and integrated throughout the answer. The answer is not without 
(minor) faults.

Clearly this impressive and reassuring script requires a mark comfortably situated in the middle of the top Level (6). Level 6: 28/30.
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QUESTION 12

‘Rank and social status are enemies of happiness.’  
  [30]

Script 17: Wilde and Chaucer – Level 5 
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EXAMINER COMMENTARY
Some aspects of this answer are ‘good’. The essay is notably strong in its consideration of context – and the fact that this is the 
dominant AO (50%) for this section of the paper ensures that the candidate meets many of the criteria for a Level 5 answer. 
Contextual evaluation is good, clear and – often – lively (“the ‘naughty nineties’”). These good elements in the answer are also 
balanced by less positive achievements. For AO1 we see a well-structured, clear argument but also some lapses in both expression 
and ideas (“Chaucer’s novel”). Textual knowledge is sometimes impressive but it is notable that the candidate chooses to use lengthy 
– rather than pithy – quotations to back up his ideas. There is some good (implicit) recognition of different interpretations of the 
texts and comparative analysis is often clear.

Overall therefore the essay meets many of the criteria of the Level 5 Assessment Objectives and would receive a mark in the bottom 
half of that range. Level 5: 22/30.
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