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SCHEME OF WORK FOR OCR AS LEVEL SOCIOLOGY (H180)
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This scheme of work is in no way prescriptive or definitive. It is just one suggestion of how a teacher may think about planning the OCR AS Level Sociology course that can be a useful starting point from which to edit and customise a plan so that it suits your classes and teaching times. 

Please always refer to the specification (http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170213-specification-accredited-as-level-gce-sociology-h180.pdf) for full details as the AS Level assessment will be based on content from the specification. 
Links to resources have been made which can be found on the sociology qualification page of our website: http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-sociology-h180-h580-from-2015/
YEAR 1

Component 1 Section A

Introducing socialisation, culture and identity
	Week
	Specification coverage
	Topic
	Teaching and learning ideas

	1
	
	Introduction
	Feral children. Nature/nurture.

	2
	
	An introduction to sociological theory 

(Please read the helpful note on the next page.)


	An overview of functionalism, Marxism postmodernism and feminism, and structure v action debate.

OCR resource: Topic Exploration Pack: functionalism teacher document and learner activity
OCR resource: Topic Exploration Pack: Marxism teacher document and learner activity
OCR resource: Topic Exploration Pack: postmodernism
OCR resource: Topic Exploration Pack: feminism

	3
	1. What is culture?
	Culture, norms and values Different types of culture
	Definitions and examples of culture. Group work opportunity - research and academic posters of different cultures e.g. the IK tribe. Or use a mini-culture e.g. the culture of a school (with associated norms, values).
OCR resource: Lesson element on culture, norms and values: teacher document and learner activity
OCR resource: Presentation on culture, norms and values

OCR resource: Norms and values: teacher document and learner activity 



	4
	2. What is socialisation?

2. What is social control?
	Primary/secondary socialisation Agents of socialisation

Nature/nurture debate

Formal and informal agencies of social control
	Definitions of each. Link socialisation to nature/nurture debate covered in week one. 

OCR Resource: Socialisation, culture and identity delivery guide 

Presentations on the different agencies of socialisation.

Definitions and examples of social control. Link social control to norm-breaking/deviance. Use illustrative YouTube example (e.g. Supernanny; traffic cops).

	5
	3. What is identity? 
	The concept of identity

An introduction to types of identity
Disability and identity 

Sexuality and identity

Agencies of socialisation
	Who am I? Definitions of personal and social identity. Research opportunity to conduct a survey about identity.

Disability and personal and social identity. Sexuality and identity.

Link with agencies of socialisation studied in week 4.

Changing identities.

	6
	3. What is identity? 
	Gender and identity 

Socialisation into gender identities

Changing gender identities 


	Masculinities and femininities; different types and how they are created through socialisation. Ask students to create a stereotypical ‘female’ and ‘male’ character. 

Debate whether traditional masculinity and femininity still exists. 

Introduction to feminist theory.


	Week
	Specification coverage
	Topic
	Teaching and learning ideas

	7
	3. What is identity?
	Class and identity. Cultural characteristics of upper, middle, and working class identities.

Socialisation into class identities

Debates about the decline in class identities
	Use media images/film to illustrate the different classes. Get students to draw out the cultural characteristics.

Class presentations on how the agencies contribute to class identity socialisation.

Debate whether class identity is significant (link to postmodernism).

	8
	3. What is identity?
	Ethnicity and identity

Nationality and identity

Hybrid identities

Cultural characteristics of minority ethnic groups

Englishness/Britishness

Examples of hybrid identities in relation to changing ethnic identities

Socialisation into ethnic identities
	Define ethnicity and ethnic identity.

Define national identity and look at examples (Welsh, Scottish, and English as examples). 

How are we socialised into these identities particularly in relation to family, religion, education, and media?
Consider some examples of hybridity – link to media representations e.g. East is East.

OCR resource: Lesson element on Different types of culture and cultural hybridity teacher document and learner activity
OCR resource: Different types of culture and cultural hybridity presentation 

	9
	3. What is identity?

Assessment point
	Cultural characteristics associated with youth, middle age, and old age.

Socialisation into age identities.

Changing age identities and the blurring of age-defined boundaries.

Intersection of identities
	Card sorting activity to ascertain the cultural characteristics of youth, middle and old age. 

Which agencies of socialisation are significant in creating age identities? Consider the postmodern view of the blurring of age boundaries.

Consider some studies which look at the intersection of more than one identity (e.g. Archer – Gender, class and age).




Helpful notes
Sociological theory is not directly in Component 1 Section A of the specification. It is up to individual teachers to decide whether they want to teach theory within this section. Most teachers will want to introduce theory as a defining feature of sociology and there are references to the theory in some of the teacher support material available on the OCR website (e.g. Marxist theory of culture). As theory isn’t directly on the specification for Section A of Component 1 there won’t be a direct question on it, but it may be a useful way for candidates to show a more developed understanding of an aspect of culture, identity and socialisation.
Not all agents of socialisation are needed for all aspects of identity. Broader questions, where students pick which agents to use, are more likely. The focus should be general: How are individuals socialised into their different identities?
Component 1 Section B

Option 1: Families and relationships
	Week
	Specification coverage
	Topic
	Teaching and learning ideas

	10
	1. 1. How diverse are modern families? 

The diversity of family and household types in the contemporary UK
	· nuclear families

· extended families

· lone parent families

· reconstituted families

· same-sex families

· non-family households

family diversity in terms of:

· social class

· ethnicity

· sexuality
	Give students definitions of family types. Link with statistical evidence on composition of household types and also link with examples.

Consider evidence/studies of these types of family diversity.

OCR resource: See family and relationships delivery guide


	11
	1. How diverse are modern families?

Marriage, divorce and cohabitation

Demographic changes
	Patterns, trends and reasons

Patterns, trends, reasons:

· birth-rate

· family size

· age at marriage

· age of child-bearing

· ageing population
	Start with the patterns and trends over the last 30 years. Students to debate the reasons for each trend. Link to theories, including postmodernism and feminism.

Independent learning booklet on demographic trends, patterns and explanations.

	12
	1. How diverse are modern families?

The ideology of the nuclear family and the theoretical debates about the role and desirability of the nuclear family in contemporary society. Debates about the extent of family diversity in the contemporary UK
	· functionalism

· New Right

· Marxism

· feminism

· postmodernism
	Compare and contrast theories of the family (study booklet; PowerPoint).

Debate on theories of the family; mix and match statements.
Debate: family diversity on trial.

Look at media examples of family ideology (Gittens).

OCR resource: Families and relationships delivery guide  

	13
	2. To what extent are roles and relationships within families and households changing?
	Roles and relationships between partners and how they are changing, including issues of power
	Research opportunity: Are roles changing between men and women – housework, childcare, control of finances, decision making?
‘Dark side of the family’.

Consider theories of roles and relationships: functionalist, Marxist, feminist. Also postmodernist.



	14
	2. To what extent are roles and relationships within families and households changing?
	Roles and relationships between parents and children and how they are changing, including issues of power
	Presentations on the concept and growth of child-centred families and the extension of childhood (debate?).

Consider the impact of the ageing population on the relationship between grandparents, parents and children e.g. Sandwich generation; beanpole families. Offer a feminist explanation of these relationships.

OCR resource: Families and relationships delivery guide 

	15
	
	Revision/consolidate learning with review or assessment task.
	


Option 2: Youth subcultures

	Week
	Specification coverage
	Topic
	Teaching and learning ideas

	10
	1 and 2. How and why are youth culture and subcultures formed?
	Introducing youth and definitions:

· youth

· youth culture

· youth subculture 

Deviant subcultures:

· delinquent subcultures

· criminal subcultures

· spectacular youth subcultures

· anti-school subcultures

· gangs

Theoretical explanations:

· functionalism

· Marxism/neo-Marxism (including subcultures as related to social class)
	Give students definitions; discuss the difference between culture and subculture.

Consider examples of the different types of deviant subcultures – students to research in groups. YouTube clips of spectacular subcultures, link to CCCS studies. Look at research on anti-school subcultures and gangs, such as Willis, Mac an Ghaill, Sewell, Blackman, Venkatesh, Harding, Patrick. Opportunity to link to research methods.

Compare different theories of youth subcultures (study booklet, PowerPoint, textbook). Apply to examples to assess relevance. Link between subcultures and social class from each perspective.

OCR resource: See youth subcultures delivery guide


	11
	1. How and why are youth culture and subcultures formed?
	Theoretical explanations:

· feminism

(including subcultures as related to gender)

· postmodernism
	Applying feminist views to gender and subcultures, evidence on girl gangs, and girl subcultures (McRobbie, Blackman, Bachelor, Riot Girls).
Contrasting postmodern views – study booklet, textbook, class discussion.

Research opportunity: primary research (e.g. through questionnaires on peers) to investigate whether postmodern ideas of neo-tribes are more convincing today.

	12
	1. How and why are youth culture and subcultures formed?

 2. Why do young people 
 participate in deviant 
 subcultures?
	Subcultures as related to:

· ethnicity

· hybridity

Patterns and trends in youth deviance related to:

· social class

· gender

· ethnicity
	Study guide, textbook, PowerPoint and discussion to consider ethnicity and hybridity and subcultures. Use examples (see Hodder Sociology textbook 1) with possible YouTube clips.

Student research on crime statistics, data from Hodder textbook – group work on patterns and trends for each aspect then share findings.

	13
	2. Why do young people participate in deviant subcultures?
	Explaining participation:

· functionalism/New Right

· Marxism/neo-Marxism

· interactionism

· culture and identity
	Students work in groups to apply theories to explaining participation. Supplement ideas with PowerPoint and textbook work.

Exam style question practice.

OCR resource: Youth subcultures delivery guide 

	14
	2. Why do young people participate in deviant subcultures?
	Explaining participation:

· social class

· gender

· ethnicity

The media and youth deviance:

· Deviance amplification

· Folk devils

· Moral panics
	Apply ideas to social class, gender and ethnicity – could work in three groups on this. Use studies previously considered and apply (Blackman, Mac an Ghaill etc.).
Use Hodder textbook and internet research to find out about Cohen’s original study – YouTube clips. Defining terms. Applying to more recent moral panics.

OCR resource: Youth subcultures delivery guide 

	15
	
	Revision/consolidate learning with review or assessment task
	


Option 3: Media
	Week
	Specification coverage
	Topic
	Teaching and learning ideas

	10
	1. How are different social groups represented in the media?
	Representations in the media:

· how groups are represented.

· evidence of representation.

· consideration of change

In relation to:

· gender (masculinity and femininity)

Theoretical views of media representations:

· pluralism

· feminism

· postmodernism


	Introduce students to the concept of media representation.

OCR resource: See media delivery guide, activity 1, quizzing perceptions of social groups due to media representation.

Introduction to gender and media representation OCR resource: See media delivery guide, activity 3, matching images of women to the decade they are from.

Using evidence from the Hodder Sociology textbook 1, and from watching adverts, write a paragraph that discusses current adverts and gender representations.

Gather knowledge of the different feminist approaches to media representation.

Hodder textbook: page 156 activity question 2 and page 167 the consolidation activity on feminist views.

http://time.com/8788/9-depressing-facts-from-the-  latest-women-in-media-report/. 
A contemporary article for additional reading.

Create evaluation tables titled:

Female stereotypes in the media still exist. Male stereotypes in the media still exist.


	Week
	Specification coverage
	Topic
	Teaching and learning ideas

	11
	1. How are different social groups represented in the media?
	Representations in the media:

· how groups are represented

· evidence of representation

· consideration of change

In relation to:

· ethnicity (majority and minority ethnic groups)

Theoretical views of media representations: 

· postmodernism

· pluralism


	Find examples of Van Dijk’s categories.

For consolidation of evidence: Using Van Dijk study students conduct own content analysis and write up their findings evaluating the study.

OCR resource: See media delivery guide. 

Students to create a piece (written/audio/visual/filmed) entitled: ‘My ethnicity in the media’. Using evidence gathered substantiate which they agree with using examples, and those they do not.

For reference/ideas: Diversity in the Media: How are you Represented? https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mdQrCmu8XO4
· Use the Stephen Lawrence case to discuss whether representation is changing applying this to postmodernist and pluralist ideas.

· How the press ignored the Lawrence story – then used it to change Britain.
· The Mail’s stance was driven by anger at the contempt shown by the suspects to the justice system.
Ian Burrell, Paul Peachey Wednesday 4 January 2012 Independent online.

	12
	1. How are different social groups represented in the media?
	Representations in the media:

· how groups are represented

· evidence of representation

· consideration of change

In relation to:

· social class (middle, working, upper, under)

Theoretical views of media representations:

· Marxism 

· neo-Marxism 

· pluralism

· post-modernism
	Group work: flipped learning activity per social class. Gather notes and teach each other. Dress accordingly per class for the teaching. Ensure evidence in each teaching session.

Gather knowledge of Marxism and neo Marxist views of media representation on the four key areas: ideology, owners, new opium of the people, representation.

Further reading Marcuse: False needs.

Applying theory to the evidence. Make theory cards: Marxist/neo Marxist/pluralism/ postmodernism then for each study in small groups pick a theory at random and try and work out what they would say about the evidence.

Split group into pairs: Marxist/neo Marxist vs pluralist/postmodernist. Give time for each to prepare how they see social class media representation, then they can debate the main areas ensuring they can evaluate each idea (AO3 skills).


	Week
	Specification coverage
	Topic
	Teaching and learning ideas

	13
	1. How are different social groups represented in the media?
	Representations in the media:

· how groups are represented

· evidence of representation

· consideration of change

In relation to:

· age (young and old)

Theoretical views of media representation: 

· postmodernism

· pluralism


	Gather knowledge/evidence of media representation of young and old.

Play Catchphrase. Students/teachers put up images to allude to a study and students have to guess and explain the study. Students could prepare for homework.

Research opportunity: Students carry out their own investigation researching media that proves Gauntlett’s findings that media is so prolific stereotypes are not all that exist.

Using ONE study of your choice, what would: 
- Marxists state about media representation and age?
- neo Marxists state about media representation and age?
- pluralists state about media representation and age?
- postmodernists state about media representation and age?
Remind students that in their responses they should use concepts from theory and apply them to studies from age representation (AO2 application skills).

Hodder textbook, consolidation activity on p 171 (fill in the gaps).

	14
	2. What effect do the media have on audiences?
	Theoretical views of media effects:

· direct

· indirect

· active audience
	Bandura clips on YouTube useful for direct models.

After students have gathered information on the different media effects models: OCR resource: See media delivery guide activity 5 and activity 6.
Group task to make a story board with examples from a media effects model.

	15
	2. What effect do the media have on audiences?
	The role of the media in 

· deviance amplification

· creation of moral panics
	https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r61ks18Bd7I
Stanley Cohen link to aid teaching Moral Panics and folk devils.

Students to create their own presentation/film on a current example of moral panics e.g. knife crimes and youth, or terrorism. Ensure they use the stages of deviance amplification throughout their presentation.

Stretch and challenge reading by Hayley Burns – see OCR media delivery guide activity 7.

Theoretical underpinning of postmodern, interactionist and Marxist views of moral panics. Group work: each theory is owned by one group and their role during a presentation is to comment on their view of each moral panic.


Component 2 Section A
Researching and understanding social inequalities

	Week
	Specification coverage
	Topic
	Teaching and learning ideas

	16
	
	An introduction to social inequality and methods
	What is social inequality? 

What is the difference between inequality and difference? 

Watch a documentary about evidence of inequality (e.g. world’s apart/rich kid, poor kid). Note down all examples of inequality.

OCR resource: Understanding inequalities delivery guide. Spider diagram activity, thinking about the notion of unfairness. Also the activity on research into zero-hours contracts. 


	17
	 1. What is the 
 relationship between 
 theory and methods?

2. What are the main stages of the research process


	Methods overview
	Teacher led explanation of positivism, interpretivism, quantitative/qualitative methods and data. Introduce the key concepts of validity, reliability, representativeness and generalisability. 

Set independent methods booklet to complete over the half term.

OCR resource: Research methods delivery guide.


Helpful note
This example course plan is based on the idea that students can do an independent learning module on the different types of methods. Where reference is made to ‘methods in context’, the idea is when teaching the evidence of inequalities within Section B, this can be cross-referenced with different methods, for example a study which uses questionnaires for evidence of class inequalities. 

Component 2 Section B 
Understanding social inequalities

	Week
	Specification coverage
	Topic
	Teaching and learning ideas

	18
	1. What are the main patterns and trends in social inequality and difference?
	Research on the main patterns and trends of class inequality in relation to work and employment
Consider evidence of class inequalities from a range of areas of social life
Consider how class inequalities affect life chances

	Consider class inequalities from areas such as education, health, crime/law. 

	19
	Methods in context: class inequalities
	Methods (quantitative and qualitative methods; mixed methods)
	Look at example studies of class inequalities e.g. use past pre-release material studies from G671 or source material from G674 available at http://www.ocr.org.uk/  qualifications/as-a-level-gce-sociology-h181-h581/ 

	20
	2. How can patterns and trends in social inequality and difference be explained?
	Explanations of class inequality
	Theories of class inequalities: functionalism.

	21
	2. How can patterns and trends in social inequality and difference be explained?
	Explanations of class inequality
	Marxism, neo-Marxism.

	22
	1. What are the main patterns and trends in social inequality and difference?
	Evidence of gender inequalities: Consider the main patterns, and trends in relation to work and employment
Consider evidence of gender inequalities from a range of areas of social life
Consider how gender inequalities affect life chances
	Presentations on female and male disadvantage/gender inequality in a wide range of areas of social life such as education, crime, family. 

	23
	Methods in context: gender inequalities
	Methods (quantitative and qualitative methods; mixed methods)
	Look at example studies of gender inequalities e.g. use past pre-release material studies from G671 or source material from G674 available at http://www.ocr.org.uk/  qualifications/as-a-level-gce-sociology-h181-h581/

	24
	2. How can patterns and trends in social inequality and difference be explained?
	Explanations of gender inequality
	Functionalism

	25
	2. How can patterns and trends in social inequality and difference be explained?
	Explanations of gender inequality
	Feminism (and the different strands)

OCR resource: Understanding social inequalities delivery guide. Debates activity.

	26
	What are the main stages of the research process?
	Key stages of the research process; sampling; access and gatekeeping; ethics
	Test the research methods work set in week 17.

	27
	
	Revision/consolidate learning with review task
	 OCR resource: Understanding social inequalities delivery guide revision flashcards activity


Helpful note
Our OCR suggested studies guide provides a range of possible studies as a starting point for planning your delivery of the course. 

We’d like to know your view on the resources we produce. By clicking on � HYPERLINK "mailto:resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk?subject=I%20liked%20the%20AS%20Level%20Sociology%20(H180)%20Scheme%20of%20Work" ��‘Like’� or �HYPERLINK "mailto:resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk?subject=I%20disliked%20the%20AS%20Level%20Sociology%20(H180)%20Scheme%20of%20Work"��‘Dislike’� you can help us to ensure that our resources work for you. When the email template pops up please add additional comments if you wish and then just click ‘Send’. Thank you.


If you do not currently offer this OCR qualification but would like to do so, please complete the Expression of Interest Form which can be found here: �HYPERLINK "http://www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest"��www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest�


Looking for a resource? There is now a quick and easy search tool to help find free resources for your qualification: �HYPERLINK "http://www.ocr.org.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/"�www.ocr.org.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/


�





OCR Resources: the small print�OCR’s resources are provided to support the teaching of OCR qualifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching method that is required by the Board, and the decision to use them lies with the individual teacher. Whilst every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources. �© OCR 2017 - This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as the OCR logo and this message remain intact and OCR is acknowledged as the originator of this work.


OCR acknowledges the use of the following content: n/a


Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications: �HYPERLINK "mailto:resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk"��resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk�
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