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Learner Resource 1
What do we mean by ‘the law’?
1. In a pair, or small group, in no more than 30 words, come up with your own definition of ‘the law’.

	


2. Next listen to the lecturer in the following video explain her definition of ‘the law’: 
https://youtu.be/1_ecJOUlHCY
Can you use information from this clip to add to your own definition? 

3. Using flip-chart paper and pens write up your definition and create posters for your classroom. In your pairs or small groups identify common parts of each groups’ definitions and create a final hybrid definition for your class.

What are the problems in defining ‘the law’? 

4. Complete the following diagram of the different classifications of law by filling in the missing words.
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5. Complete the following grid on the differences between civil and criminal law

	
	Civil Law
	Criminal Law

	Purpose of the law
	To establish and uphold the rights of the individual
	

	Person starting the case
	
	The police and the Crown Prosecution Service

	Main courts dealing with the case
	County court or ___________
	

	Standard, or burden of proof
	
	Beyond all reasonable doubt

	Person(s) making the decision
	
	(depending upon case) Magistrate or jury

	Decision
	Liable or not liable
	

	Powers of the court
	Damages
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OCR Resources: the small print�OCR’s resources are provided to support the delivery of OCR qualifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching method that is required by the Board, and the decision to use them lies with the individual teacher.   Whilst every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources. �© OCR 2017 - This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as the OCR logo and this message remain intact and OCR is acknowledged as the originator of this work.
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