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Learner Resource 9
The qualification of legal personnel 
This activity explores the qualifications, training, work and the regulation of solicitors and barristers. In small groups, decide which piece of information relates to which profession in the answer grid below. 

	Bar Vocational Course (BVC)
	Practice normally in county court and magistrates’ courts
	Pupillage
	Firm (with partners) or sole practitioner
	Bar Council

	Formal attire in court
	Law degree or a non-law degree plus a conversion course
	Liability to clients through both tort and contract
	Normal attire including wig in court
	Practice in all courts

	Self-employed
	No contractual liability but can be liable in negligence: Hall v Simons (2000)
	Law Society
	Law degree or a non-law degree plus a conversion course
	12,500

	Legal Practice Course (LPC)
	115,000
	Contractual
	Training Contract
	Normally through a solicitor


Answer grid:
	
	Solicitors
	Barristers

	Main Professional organisation
	
	

	Basic qualifications
	
	

	Vocational training
	
	

	Practical training
	
	

	Number in profession
	
	

	Method of working
	
	

	Rights of audience
	
	

	Required attire
	
	

	Relationship with client
	
	

	Liability
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