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Teacher Resource 1
What do we mean by ‘the law’? (Suggested answers)
For Student resource 1 activities 1-3, definitions of ‘the law’ could include and give reference to:

· a set of binding rules

· rules set down by the government

· rules that allow us to do certain things and stop us from doing other things

· a form of regulation for society

· ideas that holds society together 

· an agreement to do what is required in everyone’s best interests.
What are the problems in defining ‘the law’? Answers could include: 

· Something that covers such a broad number of issues is difficult to pin down to one thing

· Differences in opinion as to what should or should not be law 

· The conflict between accepting a law’s moral or pragmatic origins e.g. abortion 

What are the problems in defining ‘the law’? 

4. Complete the following diagram of the different classifications of law by filling in the missing words.
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5. Complete the following grid on the differences between civil and criminal law.
	
	Civil Law
	Criminal Law

	Purpose of the law
	To establish and uphold the rights of the individual and to regulate the interaction of individuals
	To protect society from criminal activities and to maintain law and order in society

	Person starting the case
	Claimant – the person who feels their rights have been interfered with
	The police, the Crown Prosecution Service and certain private organisations

	Main courts dealing with the case
	County court or High Court
	Magistrates’ court or crown court

	Standard, or burden of proof
	On a balance of probabilities
	Beyond all reasonable doubt

	Person(s) making the decision
	Judge, but on very rare occasions, a jury
	(depending upon case) Magistrate or jury

	Decision
	Liable, or not liable
	Guilty, or not guilty

	Powers of the court
	Damages, but could grant specific performance, an injunction or other contractual or equitable remedies
	Prison, fine, community sentences or discharges
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