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OCR A Level English Language H470:

Two Year A Level Scheme of Work

This scheme of work offers an example of how the OCR A Level English Language course could be organised. It is designed as a guide only, to show how topics can be covered in Year 12 and Year 13, with a view to sitting the A Level examination only. For the Autumn and Spring terms of Year 12, staff using this scheme of work would also need to follow the suggested AS scheme of work, in addition to the units outlined below. This scheme of work can be changed to suit the preferences of the department. It is assumed this content would be taught across two teachers with 5 hours a week over an academic year of approximately 35 weeks. The scheme of work separates in the summer term of Year 12 to show teaching content for Teacher A and Teacher B.
	YEAR 12 – AUTUMN TERM

	Text or Topic Area
	Key Learning/ Assessment Objectives
	Suggested teaching and learning activities
	Links to wider curriculum

	See AS scheme of work, which will need to be added to the Autumn and Spring terms of this suggested year 12 course outline. 

Centres to decide how to divide content between two teachers of the course.

NB -Language and the Media covered in all other modules Power/Gender/Technology  Multimodal texts /Topical Issues etc.
	Language and Technology:

· Theorists and grammar

· E mails vs. epistolary writing

· Websites and discourse

· Jack Petchey materials from OCR: www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-english-language-h070-h470-from-2015/delivery-guide/delivery-guide-ladg009-language-and-technology/ 
	Compare technology text and printed text.


	Language in the Media

Language and Power


	YEAR 12 – SPRING TERM

	Text or Topic Area
	Key Learning/ Assessment Objectives
	Suggested teaching and learning activities
	Links to wider curriculum

	Comparative texts

Multi Modality


	Multi modality: Genre Study:

e.g. Travel writing

· Look at multi modal texts/ spoken/ electronic texts/ images

· Use teaching activities in OCR delivery guide: https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-english-language-h070-h470-from-2015/delivery-guide/delivery-guide-ladg008-multimodality/
	Useful resources:

· Lonely Planet

· Gap year diary

· David Attenborough transcript 
	


	YEAR 12 – SUMMER TERM

	
	Text or Topic Area
	Key Learning/ Assessment Objectives
	Suggested teaching and learning activities
	Links to wider curriculum

	TEACHER A
	Intro to Child Language Acquisition 

Topical Issues (on-going)
	Introduction to theories:

· Nature vs. nurture debates

· Imitation ( behaviourists) vs. Innateness        (nativist)

Feral children studies

LAD and Chomsky

Piaget and cognition

Zone of proximal development
	Observe CLA in a nursery or learners’ own family. Transcripts if allowed.

Research into learners’ own use of language as a small child, first words etc.

Set up coursework and start collecting data/ research question/ look at examples from OCR
	Multi modal texts

Language Investigation (NEA)

	TEACHER B


	Introduction to Language Change

Topical Issues (on-going)
	20thCentury Changes: 
· Key Events of Twentieth Century – debate and discursive response

· 50s Mass media and advertising – look at multimodal texts –images, TV advertising and radio advertising

· Civil rights (race, sexism etc from 70s onwards – examine legal restraints in this period – how was this reported- your response?

· Cold War and propaganda

· Immigration/ethnicity from 70s-present

· Debate over Crumbling Castles – Jean Aitchson and Lord Reith.
	Introduction to Language Investigation (NEA)

Visit local art galleries - 

Look at examples of writing about art as possible summer term mini investigation coursework task.

Learners participate in ‘Crumbling Castles’ debate - give learners roles to take in this discussion.
	Multimodal texts

Language Investigation (NEA)

	Summer Holiday


	YEAR 13 – AUTUMN TERM

	
	Text or Topic Area
	Key Learning/ Assessment Objectives
	Suggested teaching and learning activities
	Links to wider curriculum

	TEACHER A
	Child Language Acquisition 

NEA Language Coursework Investigation: First draft handed in half way through this term

Topical Issues (on-going)


	Spoken Acquisition:

· IPA & ‘Ghoti’

· 44 phonemes – can you guess them all!

· Vowels, consonants and dipthongs

Theories and theorists:

· Imitation (behaviourist) vs. innateness (nativist)

· LAD & Chomsky, 

· Piaget & cognition

· Zone of proximal development

· Precis task (OCR Exemplar) – either as discussion points or consensus doughnut

· Feral children & studies

· Genie & Vicky the Chimp

· Parts of articulation & IPA, phonemes

· Phonetic development & virtuous errors ‘fis’, ‘dowboy’

· Proto-conversations, turn taking and child-directed speech – e.g. peekaboo; role of caregiver.

Stages –pre birth, cooing, babbling – canonical and variegated. 

holophrastic  stage– first words –labelling, over & under extension, creation of new words, blending and compounding

Two-word stage – grammatical words vs context or lexical words, syntax – word classification

Grammatical development – inflections – free and bound morphemes & verb forms; wug, experimental forms and virtuous grammatical errors.

Telegraphic –grammatical & function words, sentence formation; interaction –social, nursery, media esp. television

Transcript Analysis, looking at caretaker language and other participants, creating data, and further telegraphic/intellectual development

Revisit the key theories – with transcripts (e.g. Sara Thorne).

Language Investigation Final draft (NEA)
	Analysis of transcripts

See OCR website: https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-english-language-h070-h470-from-2015/delivery-guide/delivery-guide-ladg010c-child-language-acquisition/
David Crystal -‘The Cambridge Encyclopaedia of English Language’
Watch ‘Secret Life of a 6 year old’ (Channel 4)

Using Youtube, create transcripts of children interacting with adults


	

	TEACHER B


	Language Change

Academic poster (NEA): First draft handed in at some point in this term
Topical issues (on-going)
	Old – Middle English - Normans and beginnings of English: change in society, French influence

Beowulf – what we learn about Dark ages society – e.g. images of heroes

Topical Issue – is English in use today far less formal?

· Bede & Anglo Saxon Chronicles

· Piers Ploughman, pastoral & religious ideas, poetic forms and techniques – growing sophistication of English

· Neologisms/loan words and imposition

· Prestige forms vs. stigmatised 

· Diachronic study

· IPA study of OE & Middle English
Chaucer, Sir Gawain and the Green Knight –chivalry, irony, the English Court; poetic techniques

Context -importance of growing English, 100 years war & Black death 

Caxton and Gutenberg: printing
Prestige and formation of Standard English

English Renaissance, Shakespeare, Early Modern, social changes, Black Death, Great Vowel Shift
Bibles –, illegal Bible – Tyndale, influence of King James:

· The Battle for The King James Bible

· Modern Bibles and their function

Topical Issue: How important is the use of Standard English in today’s society?

Dictionaries – Johnson, Grosse, prefaces, vs modern OED

Topical Issue: New words in the OED, should LOL be in the dictionary?

Rise of Standard English

Swift’s Proposal – debates over prescriptivism

English as Untamed – 

Jean Aitchson & The Reith Lectures

18th Grammarians –Bishop Robert Lowth and grammar rules

Ink Horn Controversies 

Plain English Speaking Society: 

Guess longest sentence, legal language

Age of Enlightenment

Scientific Discourse

Industrial Revolution
Academic Poster Final draft (NEA)
	Watch Melvyn Bragg

‘History of English Language’ (You Tube)
www.youtube.com/watch?v=K1XQx9pGGd0 

Etymology

French words in common use: food/ law etc

Listen to extracts of Middle English British Library and you tube

Read Extracts of text. 

Cartoon on YouTube

Caxton’s Eggs Teachit resource

Compare First folio Twelfth Night with modern version.

Consider lexical semantic and grammatical change e.g. the use of the ‘do’ auxiliary

The Adventures of English: Rebellious Language

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-english-language-h070-h470-from-2015/delivery-guide/delivery-guide-ladg010-language-change/

	Academic poster (NEA)

Topical Issues


	YEAR 13– SPRING TERM

	
	Text or Topic Area
	Key Learning/ Assessment Objectives
	Suggested teaching and learning activities
	Links to wider curriculum

	TEACHER A
	Multimodality and media texts
	Revision and past papers
	OCR delivery guide: 
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-english-language-h070-h470-from-2015/delivery-guide/delivery-guide-ladg008-multimodality/ 
	Multimodality and media texts



	TEACHER b
	Language Change
	Victorianism:

· Industrial Revolution, scientific/mechanical language; (cont)

· Latinate & rise of aspiring middle class

· Propriety, religion and euphemism – rise etiquette guides & rules for women

· Emergence of working classes

· Rise of the novel.

The Adventures of English – Proper English

Education and poor law & attitudes.

Rise of literacy and newspapers

Further rise of printing

Samuel Pepys  Diaries and accounts

Compare with contemporary versions e.g. websites (NY Times Website is popular)

Topical Issue: How has 24hr rolling current affairs affected how we read the news?

· Mrs Beeton vs. Jamie Oliver

· Food writing through the ages

· Empire and exploration travel writing and discovery East India Trading Company

Revision and past papers
	
	Language Change

	A LEVEL EXAMS
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We’d like to know your view on the resources we produce.  By clicking on �HYPERLINK "mailto:resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk?subject=I%20liked%20the%20A%20Level%20English%20Language%20Scheme%20of%20Work"��‘Like’� or �HYPERLINK "mailto:resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk?subject=I%20disliked%20the%20A%20Level%20English%20Language%20Scheme%20of%20Work"��‘Dislike’� you can help us to ensure that our resources work for you.  When the email template pops up please add additional comments if you wish and then just click ‘Send’.  Thank you.


If you do not currently offer this OCR qualification but would like to do so, please complete the Expression of Interest Form which can be found here: �HYPERLINK "http://www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest"��www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest�


Looking for a resource? There is now a quick and easy search tool to help find free resources for your qualification: �HYPERLINK "http://www.ocr.org.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/"�www.ocr.org.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/


�





OCR Resources: the small print�OCR’s resources are provided to support the teaching of OCR qualifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching method that is required by the Board, and the decision to use them lies with the individual teacher.   Whilst every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources. �© OCR 2017 - This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as the OCR logo and this message remain intact and OCR is acknowledged as the originator of this work.


OCR acknowledges the use of the following content: n/a


Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications: �HYPERLINK "mailto:resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk"��resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk�
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