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Scheme of Work
A Level Music Scheme of Work – 2 year – coteachable with AS in Year 12
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/219391-specification-accredited-as-Level-gce-music-h143.pdf
Introduction 

This scheme of work introduces the A Level Music 2 year course, which also covers co-teachability of the AS course. It covers planning of Non-Examined Assessments throughout the two years, including activities and skills-based tasks. NEA will focus on both 35% performance weighting, and 25% composition weighting, and therefore will also cover focused study in performance (Performing B and Composing B). The Examined Assessment will cover the compulsory units of Area of Study 1: Instrumental music of Haydn, Mozart and Beethoven, Area of Study 2: Popular Song - blues, jazz, swing and big band, as well as the optional units of Area of Study 5: Programme Music, 1820-1910 and Area of Study 3: Developments in instrumental jazz, 1910 to the present day. 

Please note, supporting topic exploration packs with additional suggested activities for each Area of Study can be found on the OCR GCE Music web page: http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-music-h143-h543-from-2016/
	Year One 

A Level
	Content

	Autumn Term


	Performance preparatory work
· Learners prepare a range of pieces of music along with their tutor, building a portfolio of potential pieces for recital.
· Optional task: Provide learners with a performance diary that includes copies of the assessment criteria/ encourage them to start a vlog/ blog and allows learners to log their progress.

· Optional task: Masterclass with external performers to deliver instrument-specific technique and skill mastery sessions, learners to then perform to the class and guest to receive specialist feedback and advice. 

Composition preparatory work
Students are introduced to the requirements for composition at A Level, engaging with assessment criteria and completing base line composition skills audit.
Optional task: Students to complete a range of induction composition tasks based on stimuli to test their creative skills e.g. note pattern, rhythmic phrase, chord sequence. Ideas for this could be taken from the legacy OCR GCSE creative task.

Transition into A Level
· Baseline assessment of theory with identification of pitch, rhythmic and notation understanding, in order to audit ability and differentiate further.

· Following on from audit, differentiated activities and tasks set to develop understanding of pitch, rhythm, notation and expression terminology.

Area of Study 1
Note: Depending on the prescribed works for your AS and A Level students, it may be more suitable to start with a different composer i.e. if the AS set work is Haydn, it would be understandable to deliver Haydn in Spring or Summer Term, when students have a better understanding of musical terminology and devices, than in the Autumn Term. 
· Introduction to Mozart.
Recommended tasks and activities

· Use documentaries via YouTube and BBC Radio 3 Programmes; very large library of analysis of performances, reviews and specific context of the composer. 
· Learners to subscribe to podcasts on BBC iPlayer for new podcasts based on the Mozart. 
· Give each student a focused study piece: choose a chamber work, symphony, sonata or concerto. Each student must prepare a presentation, handout, and an activity to test the knowledge of the rest of the class, to then be presented to the class. 
Area of Study 5

- Introduction to Programme Music 1820-1910. 
Recommended tasks and activities

· Exploration of a variety of programmatic pieces using scores for performance and analysis focusing on how different composers use musical elements in the communication of some sort of narrative or non-musical idea.
· The OCR topic exploration pack contains activities related to a variety of programmatic works and can be used to test students understanding following study of the pieces. http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/311759-area-of-study-5-programme-music-1820-1910-topic-exploration-pack.doc
· Visits to external concerts containing examples of programmatic works.



	Autumn 
Term 2


	Performance preparatory work

· Based on last half term’s sessions, learners rearrange and change their portfolio pieces to suit their style and finalise recital programme for mock/final recital in Spring term

· Optional task: Learners perform to the rest of the class; tutor and peers use the OCR marking criteria (available in specification) to mark and feedback areas to focus on.

Composition preparatory work

NEA – Section 2: Learner Set Brief. (AS and A Level)

· Learners will closely examine their skills audit to look at where their composition strengths lie and then construct their own brief for a composition in a style of their choice ensuring that they meet the assessment criteria for the brief. 

· Learners then create a detailed plan for their compositions ensuring that they meet the demands of the grading criteria in terms of: brief and ideas, compositional techniques, communication. 

· (AS Level) Leaners compose piece in their own style utilising skills developed in transition tasks. 

· (A Level) Leaners compose a draft piece in their own style utilising skills developed in transition tasks for review in year 2 of the course.

· NEA section 1: Board Set Brief. (AS and A Level)

· Learners read and evaluate each of the optional board set briefs and complete research around the specific content of the briefs related to the area of study. Students will be encouraged to first evaluate the briefs related to the areas of study covered in class (in the case of this scheme of work, AoS1, AoS2, AoS3 and AoS5). 

· Learners create a detailed plan for their chosen brief ensuring that they meet the demands of the grading criteria in terms of: brief and ideas, compositional techniques, communication.
Transition into A Level

· Development of theoretical understanding with the use of a range of pieces suited to the Area of Studies being taught, to identify use of harmonic, melodic and rhythmic devices

· Develop understanding of key signatures and modulation.

Area of Study 1 

· Continuation of Mozart.
Recommended tasks and activities

· Teacher to present final piece to focus on: Set Work study piece for AS/A Level Prescribed Work e.g. 2017: Mozart: Clarinet Concerto in A, K. 622, first movement. 

· Completion of Mozart: Listening Question provided to demonstrate understanding of exemplar aural questions for Section A, and essay question of Section B. 

Area of Study 5

· Development of understanding of Programme Music with a focus on changes in the style throughout the period including:
· concert overture

· symphonic poem

· programme symphony

· solo works

· works communicating an awareness of national identity.
Recommended tasks and activities

· Use of documentaries via YouTube to understand the development of Programme Music.

· Delivery of presentations, mindmaps, posters and essays written by the students to demonstrate understanding of key features. Utilise recommended repertoire and prescribed works by OCR to assign students to prepare presentations, lesson plans and activities based on directed pieces. 

· Short compositional and performance tasks as a group or individually to develop understanding of the how musical elements are used for expressive effect within programme music including: 

· harmony and tonality, e.g. expressive effects of dissonance, chords and modulation

· integrating structural principles and expressive freedom, e.g. melodic writing, rhythm, adaptations of sonata form

· instrumental resources, e.g. expansion of the orchestra, improvements in piano technology, instrumental technique, virtuoso soloists, the conductor

· development of dynamics, expression, articulation, complex textures, dramatic contrast and other effects.

· Set independent study tasks of essay writing to develop learners’ understanding of the conditions and context in which programme music was created and performed, including:

· the Romantic movement in the arts, e.g. Goethe, English poets, Gothic, rediscovery of Shakespeare

· influence of opera on concert music

· technological advances, e.g. valved brass, piano making

· audience, e.g. growth of wealthy middle class, industrialisation, railway travel

· transmission of music to a wider audience in Europe and the United States of America, growth of orchestras. 

e.g. ‘Explain the technological advances in the time period 1820 -1910 that allowed composers more expressive freedom with instrument writing.’ Provide planning guidance and templates, model answer, etc.

· Continued exploration of a variety of programmatic pieces using scores for performance and analysis.

· The OCR topic exploration pack contains activities related to a variety of programmatic works and can be used to test students understanding following study of the pieces. 
· Visits to external concerts containing examples of programmatic works.

	Spring 
Term 1


	Performance preparatory work (NEA for AS)

· Based on last term’s work, learners rewrite and plan for a recital held in school

· Optional task: Practice recital in front of class of planned pieces for Year 1; receive feedback from tutor and peers for finalisation of programme.

Composition preparatory work (NEA for AS)

· (AS Level) Leaners compose piece for chosen brief. 

· (A Level) Leaners compose a mock piece for chosen brief. 

· Optional task: Composition workshop external composer to explore and review students’ compositions. This can be done internally with students presenting and reviewing each other’s compositions against the marking criteria.

Transition into A Level

· Develop rhythmic and pitch identification and dictation.
Recommended tasks and activities to prepare learners for dictation
· Give learners multiple choice answers, play them an extract, they have to work out which one is correct.

· Learners to sing through/use percussion to clap through extract, before then hiding the extract and learners rewrite it as they remember it

· Give learners an ‘attempt’ at a rhythmic/pitch dictation, they have to work out what has gone wrong, and attempt to fix it.

Area of Study 1

Introduction to Haydn.
Recommended tasks and activities

· Use documentaries via YouTube and BBC Radio 3 Programmes; very large library of analysis of performances, reviews and specific context of the composer. 

· Learners to subscribe to podcasts on BBC iPlayer for new podcasts based on the Haydn. 

· Give each student a focused study piece: choose a chamber work, symphony, sonata or concerto. Each student must prepare a presentation, handout, and an activity to test the knowledge of the rest of the class, to then be presented to the class.
Area of Study 2

· Introduction to Popular Song – Blues, Jazz, Swing and Big Band.
Recommended tasks and activities

Utilise documentaries via YouTube and BBC Radio 3 Programmes; very large library of analysis of performances, reviews and specific context of pieces from each of the musical styles within popular song. 

Learners to subscribe to podcasts on BBC iPlayer for new podcasts based on these styles. 
Give each student an area of research under the headings of blues, jazz, swing and big band with a focus on song using these genres. Each student must prepare a presentation, handout, and an activity to test the knowledge of the rest of the class, to then be presented to the class.


	Spring 
Term 2


	Performance preparatory work (NEA for AS)
· Non-Examined Assessment for AS learners (TO BE COMPLETED BETWEEN 1st March and 21st May): All learners perform in school recital concert. AS learners use this for their final assessment to be submitted to OCR. A Level learners use the opportunity to practise performance in front of an audience, and receive feedback.

Composition Preparatory work (NEA for AS)
· Non-Examined Assessment for AS students. 

· (AS Level) Completion of composition 1 (board set brief) and composition 2 (leaner set brief) for submission to OCR. 

· (A Level) Completion of draft composition 1 (board set brief) and draft composition 2 (leaner set brief) for peer and teacher review and evaluation.

Transition into A Level
· Develop regular and routine practice of interval, cadence and chord identification.
Recommended tasks and activities
· Play learners a chord progression; they must identify the chords used (by roman numerals) and the cadence at the end
· Play learners an extract of music; they need to identify possible modulations and tonalities throughout.

Area of Study 1
- Continuation of Haydn.
Recommended tasks and activities

· Teacher to present final piece to focus on: Prescribed Work study piece for AS/A Level Prescribed Work e.g. 2018: Haydn: Symphony No.100 in G, ‘Military’, first movement
· Completion of Haydn: Listening Question provided to demonstrate understanding of exemplar aural questions for Section A, and essay question of Section B.

Area of Study 2
· Introduction to AS Level set works from the area of study. 

Recommended tasks and activities

· Use documentaries via YouTube and BBC Radio 3 Programmes; very large library of analysis of performances, reviews and specific context of each of the pieces. 

· Learners to subscribe to podcasts on BBC iPlayer for new podcasts based on these styles. 

· Give each student an area of research around the context of the performance e.g. singing style, vocal techniques, developments in recording and distribution of music - LPs (Long Play), Jazz standards. Each student must prepare a presentation, handout, and an activity to test the knowledge of the rest of the class, to then be presented to the class.

· Performance and close analysis of each of the prescribed works for that year: 8 Comparison of performances of the prescribed works with other musicians’ performances (10 mark exam question practice).



	Summer 
Term 1

	Performance preparatory work for A Level
· Following on from last term’s recital, learners use their Spring term mock recital to identify strengths and weaknesses in their performance, and areas in which they could progress as a musician. Set targets and research potential new pieces for A Level, practicing this with tutor.
· Optional task: Learners perform to the rest of the class; tutor and peers use the OCR marking criteria (available in specification) to mark and feedback areas to focus on.
Composition preparatory work for A Level
· Optional task: Students swap compositions and then choose a particular section of the composition to adapt and create a variation on. This allows students to experiment with a different area of study, extending their composition skills further.

Aural development: Continued rhythmic, intervallic and pitch dictation.
Area of Study 1
· Introduction to Beethoven.
Recommended tasks and activities
· Use documentaries via YouTube and BBC Radio 3 Programmes; very large library of analysis of performances, reviews and specific context of the composer. 
· Learners to subscribe to podcasts on BBC iPlayer for new podcasts based on the Mozart. 
· Give each student a focused study piece: choose a chamber work, symphony, sonata or concerto. Each student must prepare a presentation, handout, and an activity to test the knowledge of the rest of the class, to then be presented to the class.
Area of Study 2
· Introduction to A Level set works e.g. 2018 Ella Fitzgerald and the Cole Porter Songbook.
Recommended tasks and activities

· Use documentaries via YouTube and BBC Radio 3 Programmes; very large library of analysis of performances, reviews and specific context of each of the pieces. 

· Learners to subscribe to podcasts on BBC iPlayer for new podcasts based on these styles. 

· Give each student an area of research around the context of the performances and the composition of the music e.g. singing style, vocal techniques, developments in recording and distribution of music – LPs (Long Play), Jazz standards. Each student must prepare a presentation, handout, and an activity to test the knowledge of the rest of the class, to then be presented to the class.

· Performance and close analysis of half of the prescribed works for that year:

· Comparison of performances of the prescribed works with other musicians’ performances (10 mark exam question practice).

	Summer 
Term 2


	Performance preparatory work for A Level 
· Continued weekly practice and review using performance diary to keep check of progress against targets set following mock recital. 

Composition preparatory work for A Level
· Optional task: Students complete ‘variation’ composition for review and discussion in class against marking criteria.

Aural development: Continued rhythmic, intervallic and pitch dictation.
Area of Study 1
· Continuation of Beethoven.
Recommended tasks and activities

· Teacher to present final piece to focus on: Set Work study piece for AS/A Level Prescribed Work e.g. 2018: Beethoven: Symphony No. 3 in Eb: Op. 55 ‘Eroica’, first movement.
· Completion of Beethoven: Listening Question provided to demonstrate understanding of exemplar aural questions for Section A, and essay question of Section B.
Area of Study 2
· Introduction to A Level set works e.g. 2018 Ella Fitzgerald and the Cole Porter Songbook.
Recommended tasks and activities

· Use documentaries via YouTube and BBC Radio 3 Programmes; very large library of analysis of performances, reviews and specific context of each of the pieces. 

· Learners to subscribe to podcasts on BBC iPlayer for new podcasts based on these styles. 

· Give each student an area of research around the context of the performances and the composition of the music e.g. singing style, vocal techniques, developments in recording and distribution of music - LPs (Long Play), Jazz standards. Each student must prepare a presentation, handout, and an activity to test the knowledge of the rest of the class, to then be presented to the class.

· Performance and close analysis of the second half of the prescribed works for that year: Comparison of performances of the prescribed works with other musicians’ performances (10 mark exam question practice).

Summer mock exam for A Level Music students
(Examined assessment for AS Level Music students)

	Autumn 
Term 3


	Performance preparatory work for A Level (NEA)

· Students review their programmes from year 1 in light of their progress diaries and make final decisions on repertoire for the recital in the second half of the Spring term. 

· Optional task: Guided performance review of local concert encouraging close listening with questions related to the assessment criteria and how performers achieve an accurate, controlled, expressive and fluent performance. 

· Optional task: Second year masterclass with external performers to deliver instrument-specific technique and skill mastery sessions, students to then perform to the class and guest to receive specialist feedback and advice.

Composition preparatory work for A Level (NEA)

NEA section 2: Learner Set Brief.

· Leaners review own composition in light of developed skills from year 1 of the course. Learners complete a new skills audit.

· Learners make notes on developments to be made to own draft composition against assessment criteria. 

· NEA section 1: Board Set Brief.

· Learners read and evaluate each of the optional board set briefs and complete research around the specific content of the briefs related to the area of study. Students will be encouraged to first evaluate the briefs related to the areas of study covered in class (in the case of this scheme of work, AoS1, AoS2, AoS3 and AoS5). 

· Learners create a detailed plan for their chosen brief ensuring that they meet the demands of the grading criteria in terms of: brief and ideas, compositional techniques, communication.

Area of Study 1

· Development of understanding of Haydn, Mozart and Beethoven within context of each other.
Recommended tasks and activities

· Listening to a variety of pieces, visits to concerts and recitals, writing performance reviews based on a range of Beethoven, Mozart and Haydn pieces, demonstrating understanding of context and stylistic features. 

· Practise 10 mark questions based on comparisons of performances and comparisons of types of pieces across the composers.
· Develop further contextual and musical feature understanding of the sonata, symphony, concerto and chamber works across the composers. 
Area of Study 3

· Introduction to Jazz.
Recommended tasks and activities

· Visits to external jazz concerts from a range of jazz styles (e.g. Cheltenham Jazz Festival).
· Guest speakers, composers and performers of jazz specialism to offer guidance and explanation of the style of jazz to the students.


	Autumn 
Term 4


	Performance preparatory work for A Level

· Based on last half term’s sessions, students rearrange and change their portfolio pieces to suit their style and potential recital ideas.
· Optional task (Performing B): Students are enrolled as music leaders in GCSE class and directed to encourage students to reflect on the pieces they are playing in relation to the idiomatic content. This relates to the ‘focused study piece’ in their own recitals and encourages them to think about how students can demonstrate an in depth understanding of a piece specific to their own instrument. 

· Optional task: Students perform to the rest of the class; tutor and peers use the OCR marking criteria (available in specification) to mark and feedback areas to focus on.

Composition preparatory work for A Level

NEA section 2: Learner Set Brief.

· Learners edit and complete final version of this composition.

NEA section 1: Board Set Brief

· Leaners compose piece for chosen brief.
Area of Study 5

· Revision and review of Programme Music. Further development of understanding of changes in the style throughout the period.
Recommended tasks and activities

· Learners complete further research tasks around particular programmatic pieces and in class, create a timeline for these to show the development of the style over time. 

· Continued exploration of a variety of programmatic pieces using scores for performance and analysis.

· Visits to external concerts containing examples of programmatic works.

Area of Study 3

· Development of understanding of Early Jazz and Swing.
Recommended tasks and activities

· Use of documentaries via YouTube to understand the development of early jazz.
· Delivery of presentations, mindmaps, posters and essays written by the students to demonstrate understanding of key features. Utilise recommended repertoire and prescribed works by OCR to assign students to prepare presentations, lesson plans and activities based on directed pieces. 

· Short compositional and performance tasks as a group or individually to develop understanding of key aspects of jazz such as improvisation, changes, walking bass, rhythm section, front line and swing. 

· Set independent study tasks of essay writing e.g. ‘Explain the continuing influence of jazz musicians from New Orleans in the 1920s and 30s.’ Provide planning guidance and templates, model answer, etc.


	Spring 
Term 3


	Performance Non-Examined Assessment

· Based on last terms’ work, students rewrite and plan for a recital held in school.
· Optional task: Practice recital in front of class of planned pieces for A Level; receive feedback from tutor and peers for finalisation of programme.
Composition Non-Examined Assessment

Optional task: Composition workshop external composer to explore and review students’ compositions. This can be done internally with students presenting and reviewing each other’s compositions against the marking criteria.

Area of Study 3

· Development of understanding of Bebop and Cool Jazz.
Recommended tasks and activities

· Use of documentaries via YouTube to understand the development of jazz and the context of World War Two.

· Delivery of presentations, mindmaps, posters and essays written by the students to demonstrate understanding of key features. Utilise recommended repertoire and prescribed works by OCR to assign students to prepare presentations, lesson plans and activities based on directed pieces. 

· Short compositional and performance tasks as a group or individually to develop understanding of key aspects of cool jazz such as improvisation, modulations, changes, walking bass, rhythm section, front line and swing. Utilise Miles Davis ‘All Blues’ to develop group workshopping and solo improvisational work.

· Set independent study tasks of essay writing e.g. ‘Explain the development of jazz after World War Two, relating to Bebop and Cool Jazz’. Provide planning guidance and templates, model answer, etc.
Area of Study 5

· Learners focus on extended writing across a range of areas related to the style. Work in class focuses on reviewing and reflecting on essay topics, allowing students to create exemplar material on a variety of aspects related to programme music. 

· In depth essay question work. Provide planning guidance and templates, model answer, etc.

· Wider listening is further expanded as appropriate to essay questions covered.


	Spring 
Term 4


	Performance Non-Examined Assessment

· Non-Examined Assessment (TO BE COMPLETED BETWEEN 1st March and 31st May): All students perform in school recital concert. Final assessment to be submitted to OCR.

Composition Non-Examined Assessment

· Non-Examined Assessment.
· Completion of composition 1 (board set brief) and composition 2 (learner set brief) for submission to OCR.

Area of Study 2

· Revision and review of Popular Song and the A Level prescribed works.

· Learners engage in a variety of 10 mark questions. 

· Aural questions and close aural analysis of each of the set works. 

· In depth essay question work. Provide planning guidance and templates, model answer, etc.

· Wider listening is further expanded as appropriate to essay questions covered.

Area of Study 3

· Development of understanding of Hard Bop and more contemporary jazz styles.
Recommended tasks and activities

· Use of documentaries via YouTube to understand the development of jazz up to current day.

· Delivery of presentations, mindmaps, posters and essays written by the students to demonstrate understanding of key features. Utilise recommended repertoire and prescribed works by OCR to assign students to prepare presentations, lesson plans and activities based on directed pieces. 

· Short compositional and performance tasks as a group or individually to develop understanding of key aspects of cool jazz such as modulation, rhythmic diversity and complexity, improvisation, changes, walking bass, rhythm section, front line and swing.

· Set independent study tasks of essay writing e.g. ‘Which British or European musician deserved to be widely known for their contribution to jazz?’ Provide planning guidance and templates, model answer, etc.

	Summer 
Term 3


	Area of Study 1, 2, 3 and 5

· Revision of all studies set so far.

· Recommended tasks and activities.
· Creation of flashcards of features under each Area of Study, and key focus on prescribed works.
· Creation of posters quizzes and games e.g. Monopoly or Trivial Pursuit style games, created by the students.
· Modelled and practice essay and listening questions, using marking criteria to guide students and provide them with targets to improve.

· Aural and Rhythmic dictation rehearsal.
· Interval, cadence, chord, key and modulation aural practice.
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