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INTRODUCTION
This resource has been produced by the A Level Drama 
and Theatre assessor team to offer teachers an insight 
into how the assessment objectives are applied. 
Please note that this resource is provided for advice and 
guidance only and does not in any way constitute an 
indication of grade boundaries or endorsed answers. 
The sample assessment material for this answer and 
commentary can be found on the A Level Drama 
and Theatre web page here: http://www.ocr.org.uk/
Images/242806-unit-h459-31-analysing-characters-for-
performance-sample-assessment-material.pdf

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/242806-unit-h459-31-analysing-characters-for-performance-sample-assessm
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/242806-unit-h459-31-analysing-characters-for-performance-sample-assessm
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/242806-unit-h459-31-analysing-characters-for-performance-sample-assessm
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SECTION B QUESTION 7

Analyse a live performance you have seen, outlining the director’s interpretation and how effective you 
think it was. At the start of your answer state the name, venue and date (month and year) of the live 
performance you have seen.            [30]

SAMPLE ANSWER
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night Time 
Gielgud Theatre, London, June 2016

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night Time was published in 2003 as a novel aimed at both adults and young 
adults. It sold over one million copies. The stage adaptation of the novel was then created in 2012 at the National Theatre. 
This stage version has since won many awards and has been transferred to different theatres and even enjoyed a tour in 
both the UK and America.

Firstly, it is important to consider the director’s interpretations of the main roles of the play.

For the role of Ed Boone (Christopher’s father who he lives with), the director clearly wanted to demonstrate a tense 
relationship between father and son. The actor playing Ed constantly acted frustrated and irritated by his son and yet it 
was done so well that the audience managed to finally see that it was not his son he is angry at but is actually angry at 
himself. He’s not supposed to be an unkind man and the director seemed to agree with this interpretation. Some might 
view the role of Ed as a bit of a villain because he did lie to Christopher about his mother’s death. However, the director 
does not seem to have interpreted him in such a negative way. In this production, it does become clear that he strives to 
take care of Christopher even though he doesn’t always do a good job, but he does him ask him questions which shows 
he cares, such as what he wants for dinner.  The audience did seem to like the role of Ed Boone and sympathise with him.

For the role of Siobhan, Christopher’s special educational needs teacher, the director clearly wanted to show how 
important this role is to the boy. She tells much of the story and even starts off as a narrator. She speaks Christopher’s 
inner thoughts aloud and allows the audience to get into the fifteen year old’s mind. For this reason, Siobhan stayed on 
stage for most of the time.

For the main role in the play, Christopher Boone, the director’s interpretation was the same as the novel in that the fifteen 
year old Christopher’s defining characteristic is his inability to imagine the thoughts and feelings of other people. In 
other words, he cannot empathise. Because he cannot imagine what another person is thinking, he cannot tell when a 
person speaks sarcastically, or determine a person’s mood by their facial expressions. This inability to empathise is one 
of the most prominent features of autism-related disorders, and this characteristic as well as a few others - Christopher’s 
difficulty understanding metaphors, his fixation on certain topics, and his computer-like ability with numbers - strongly 
suggest that Christopher has a mild form of autism (although this is not confirmed in the play). This condition has 
made him extraordinarily gifted in maths and science but severely under-equipped socially, leading Christopher to 
frequently misunderstand other people, especially his father. As a result, he greatly dislikes social interaction and avoids 
it when possible. The director clearly wanted to follow this interpretation of the role through his various interactions and 
awkward conversations with people such as his neighbour. We could sense Christopher’s awkwardness through some 
great acting methods.

It was clear when watching this play that the director had worked with an autism consultant. The director had worked 
with a person who is a trainer for teachers working with autistic children. This could be why the representation of 
Christopher’s autism was so effective on stage and why it had been interpreted in such a realistic manner through 
aspects such as gestures and facial expressions.
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Next, it is important to consider stage design. The National Theatre’s production of the play was originally performed 
in the round. In this stage version, the set design was altered because it had been transferred to a theatre with a 
proscenium arch space. This is a very different space because the audience no longer surround the action and instead 
there is a back wall and wing space. However, the new theatre space did not alter the play in any way and it was still as 
effective.

Finally, I will consider an effective or memorable moment in the play. This moment was right at the end of the play, after 
the curtain call. Whilst most people would usually think that there was nothing left to see, this was not the case. The actor 
playing Christopher came back onto the stage and started to explain how he solved a difficult A Level Maths question. 
This was an effective moment because we realised that despite his autism, Christopher is an exceptionally bright and 
intelligent student and by ending the play with this, he is able to prove his ability to everyone. It was a happy and 
effective moment and one which made us like the main character even more and wish the play could have gone on for 
longer.

Level 1

Commentary
The candidate has not responded effectively to the 
question which is about the production and how it was 
put onstage. The essay re-tells the story, discusses the 
characters and analyses autism. There is knowledge of 
roles and relationships and some evaluation of the end 
scene but there is very limited reference beyond the 
proscenium arch as to how the piece was staged and 
whether or not this was effective. There is no evaluation 
of the live performance making reference to dramatic 
techniques or conventions and there is minimal use of 
theatrical vocabulary. Information provided has relevance 
but there is a lack of critical analysis.

Improvements
Improvements need to focus on identification of specific 
techniques and conventions used to convey meaning and 
critical analysis of those ideas. 
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