by our Political Correspondent -

AT BARELY 24 hours’ notice
a British parliamentary mission
to Zambia, due
London last night, has been
indefinitely postponed.

The cancellatioh by the Zambian
authorities was thought in Govern-
ment circles to be connected with
recent racial disturbances reported
from the copperbelt, which led to
the sudden expulsion of 25 Euro-
peans, 12 of them British.

The Commonweaith Office com-
plained that they should have been
given longer warning, but the case for
the expuisions was not challenged.
Private information reaching London
suggested the people involved may
have been concerned in racial provo-
cation. President Kaunda has been
actively campaigniig against racial-
Ism in Zambia, and it was believed
in London that he may have been
right in thinking it would be better
for these troubles to simmer down
before the arrival of the British

.delegation.

Main reason

The eight MPs in the intended mis-
sion, led by former Minister of
Transport Mr Tom Fraser and in-
cluding the former Conservative
Attorney-General, Sir John Hobson
QC, were told that because of *the
pressure of business ' it would be dif-
ficult to make appropriate arrange-
ments * for the distinguished visitors.®
There was no proposal for a later
date.

The visit had been arranged several
months ago -by the Zambian branch
of the Parllamentary Commonwealth
Association and by the Speaker's
Office at Lusaka, but it is onderstood
in_London these bad inadvertently
failed to inform their own Foreign
Office’ until Thursday

This may have been a contribu-
tory factor in deciding the Zambian
authorities to call off the. visit, though
London believes the main reason was
the recent disturbances.

Not compromised
British officials were at pains to
deny that relations with Zambia are
seriously comprom:scd Th:y point
out that Zambia is still considering
the offer of £14 million intended to

help them compensite. for trade losses |

with Rhodesia and 'tHat ‘the' High
Commissioner has by
authouty to- make*the"pa
soon a8 Presxdenl Raunda de&
accept.”

Nothing he hes said so farmdlcates
a rupture of relations and‘théy believe
he is waiting only for a decision on
the Rhodesian issue before taking up
the offer. They claim that the soclal
contacts between the two countrles
have remained good and point out
that under the aid programme there
are more professionals and technicians
sent out from Britain to Zambia than
to any other country.

‘Enough of
this sorrow’

BAaNGKOK. 29 October — President
Johnson appealed to Nonh Viet-
nam's leaders today: ‘Let ps ‘lay
aside our arms and sit down at the
table of reason.’

- He promised that as soon as the
Vietnam war ended 1t would be
possible to devote ‘substantially
greater funds’ to the relief of human
need. South-East Asia would have
its full share. The President was
speaking at Chulalongkorn University
in Bangkok on the second day of his
visit to Thailand.

He sald. *1 say to the leaders in
Hanoci: *Let us renounce the works
of death and take up the tasks of the
living. Enough of this sorrow.”"®
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Human wave
attack

SarGoN, 29 October.—North ‘Vietnam
troops came on in ‘human waves'
in a new onslaught against United
States infantrymen in the central
highlands of South Vietnam near the
Cambodian border last night. The
battle is still going on.

In one of five big attacks screaming
troops hurled themselves against an
American company to the -sound of
bugles, advancing from all sides at
once, a military spokesman said.
Moderate US casualties are réported.
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THE MOURNING citizens of
Aberfan . gave the Queen a silent
welcome when she visited -their
stricken village with the Duke of
Edinburgh today. -

There were no cheers. It was,
after all, a royal occasion which
everyone conceriied was wxshmg
had not been | necessary.

.But it was a yisit of a mother, a

reIa.uves in ]ast week’s disaster,
‘was beneficial to the mothers who
lost their children.”

It was outside Aelybryn (brow
of the hill), the councillor’s: home,
that- three-year-old - Karen -Jones
presented the Queen with a small
posy inscribed f From the ‘Temain«
ing children of Aberfan.’

Tea and Welsh

~ cakes
For 20 minutes over tea aand

of the greem-and-yellow terraced
house, Mr Williams:and his 62-

Queen and Prince Philip of the
disaster morning when the great tip
above Aberfan swept over the

146 and robbing Mr Williams of
three young nephews, two sisters-
in-law, one brother-m—law and an
aunt.

Earlier, from the other side of the

and the Dukc had viewed the
monochrome landscape of - disaster,
the grey, terraced houses im “tiers,
culntinated by the long black.finger
of slurry pointing at the heart of
the village. The royal couple
crossed the floor of the valley to

Queen Elizabeth and the Duke of Edinburgh talk to an Aberfan ‘Schoolgirl,

inspect the scen~ of the Aisaster
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visit which, in the words of -Coun--
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Wreath ofpink

carnations -

Later, the Toyal, paid-
schediiled visit to ‘the villige cemetery
on the hiliside -overlooking Aberfan
and only a-quarter of a niile: from-the
path.of the sliding tip. ~

“There; watched - by a handful of‘
villagers, the Quecn-and Duke: together;
placéd 2 wreath of pink carnations on’
the. mass -grave of the 81 .victims
buried on Thursday -For the mon&ent
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