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Learner Resource 5
Researching narrative

Watch North by Northwest (1959) Alfred Hitchcock (or any classical Hollywood film) and complete the narrative structure below as directed.
Robert McKee’s “Archplot”:
	Exposition

The “normal” state of affairs. The status quo.


	
	
	
	Climax
Events come to a head. Often involving physical or emotional violence.
	

	
	
	Conflict

Brought about by the agent of change.
	Elaboration
Series of events following on from the conflict.
	
	Resolution
Things return to the status quo or a new “normal” is established.

	
	Agent of change

A change to the normal state of affairs is introduced. This could be a character(s) or an event.
	
	
	
	Coda
Not always present but the coda can be used to present an unexpected turn of events following the resolution.


North by Northwest (or classical Hollywood film of your choice):
	Exposition


	
	
	
	Climax

	

	
	
	Conflict

	Elaboration

	
	Resolution


	
	Agent of change


	
	
	
	Coda (optional)
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Component 3: Making short film
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