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Learner resource 1 - Experimental film: developing contextual awareness
Introduction
To be able to develop a full understanding of the innovations and differences in the films you are studying for this topic, your task here is to watch extracts from selected films to develop a contextual awareness of the ‘climate’ of the Experimental films you are studying. By watching the extracts and responding to prompts and questions below, you will develop this contextual awareness and bring the knowledge and understanding you have gained from other topics – such as US Film – to this topic, which will in turn then help your reading of the Experimental films that you study.
· Watch short extracts from contemporary, relatively well-known experimental (or avant-garde) directors – such as David Lynch (Mulholland Drive), Terence Malik (The Tree Of Life) and Ben Wheatley (A Field In England). 
· You should watch the opening 15-20 minutes of each of the above films and make notes on the points below using the bullet points in the subject specification as a reference point for what to look for:
Focus upon, and make notes on, to what extent these films can be defined as experimental and in what ways do they challenge the orthodox narrative structure of the three act structure and five key plot points.
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	Cinematography
	

	
	

	Mise-en-scène
	

	
	

	Editing
	

	
	

	Sound
	

	
	

	Performance
	

	
	

	Aesthetics
	

	
	

	Narrative
	

	
	




Extension activity
Drawing on notes made, consider and answer the following question as a piece of extended writing or mind map:
· To what extent these films can be defined as experimental and in what ways do they challenge the orthodox narrative structure of the three act structure and five key plot points?
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