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Learner resource 8 – Genre and representation
Nick Lacey in his book: Narrative and Genre: Key Concepts in Media Studies, (Palgrave, Macmillan), identifies 5 repertoire of elements which can be used to identify genre. 
· setting
· character
· narrative
· iconography
· style.
Use these elements to help you identify the generic conventions of the films you are studying.  

	Genre elements
	Examples

	Setting
mise-en-scène/location

	

	Characters stereotypes/archetypes, stars, behaviours
	

	Narrative 
how is the narrative ordered and structured?
	

	Iconography 
mise en scene recognisable to the genre, symbolic codes
	

	Style: Technical and audio codes
micro elements of film specific to the genre
	

	Theme
Issues, overarching ideas
	


Consider how genre contributes to the representations within the films.
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