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Lesson Element – Evaluating the work of others
Learner Resource 2 – Live theatre evaluation notes
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Name:

	Not like this…
	…like this!

	The actor had an angry facial expression.
	The actor signified that she was angry by tensing her facial muscles.

	The lighting designer used dark light to make it scary.
	The lighting designer used low key lighting and shadows to create an atmosphere of mystery.

	The physical theatre was really fast and they had obviously rehearsed a lot.
	The physical theatre was very effective because the performers were so precise in the movements and had excellent timing.


Complete this before you watch the performance. Information to complete this first section will be on the show’s website or in the programme.
	Name of the performance
	

	Theatre or location
	

	Date
	

	Director(s)
	

	Theatre company
	

	Lighting designer(s)
	

	Sound designer(s)
	

	Set designer(s)
	


	Choreographer
	

	Composer
	

	

	Principal cast - role
	Performer

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


	Before the performance begins, sketch out what you can see on stage. Label everything. Include notes about colours, textures, fabrics, props, scenery, lighting, sound, symbolism and, if there are any, actors already on stage and what they are doing.

	


Complete these sections after the performance. You can make some notes in the interval if you like, but don’t make notes during the performance.

	Describe your favourite performance by an actor. Refer to his or her use of facial expression, gesture, movement, use of space, status, connection to the ensemble and the audience. How did they have an impact on you?

	


	Describe how lighting was used. Refer to colours, intensity, special effects like gobos and projections and contrasts. Was lighting used to create realism and/or symbolism? How did light create atmosphere, tension or create an emotional impact?

	


	Describe the use of sound, soundscapes and sound effects. Refer to recorded sound or sound made by voices or live instruments. How did sound create atmosphere, tension or create an emotional impact?

	


	Describe the use of costumes. Refer colours, textures, fabrics and design. How did costumes signify characters, status and era? How did costumes allude to context and the director’s intention?

	


	Also, consider hair, make-up, masks and other visual factors linked to the actors.

	


	Describe the scenery, set dressing, cloths, backdrops and other design elements of this nature. Refer to colours, materials, shapes and style. How did the set link to the genre? How did performers use the set effectively? Was scenery realistic and/or symbolic, and what were the connotations? How effectively did it signify era, context or create an atmosphere?

	


	Describe a key moment in the production which you found engaging. Refer to the elements in previous sections: sound, light, costume, set design and acting. Describe what you saw and evaluate why it was effective. Also consider how the ensemble used the space and how elements worked together, such as light and sound or costume and characterisation.
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