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Lesson element - 

Learner Resource 3 – How to write a perfect paragraph
Point

The opening single sentence of your paragraph should tell the reader exactly what you are about to say. The reader should be able to know the subject of the paragraph and your broad conclusion.

Example: Music was used to signify Christopher’s discomfort and to help the audience appreciate his point of view.
Evidence

This section should describe what you saw and heard. It will be concise and detailed as well as using the correct theatre terminology. It will refer to the point in the performance or narrative about which you are describing, but will not waffle on about the plot. 

Example: In Act II, when Christopher arrived in London, he was confronted by a place and people that confused and frightened him. As with other, similar, moments in the production, Christopher’s anxiety was signified by loud, intrusive, electronic music. The music worked in conjunction with bright, flashing lights, similar to a rave, and the ensemble arrived, moving in fast, jarring patterns, causing Christopher to have to weave and dodge in panic.

Evaluation

Having described the details of what your saw you get to the important part. Your evaluation should address questions like these:

· To what extent was this aspect or example effective? Was it highly effective or did it lack the impact it was aiming for?

· What was the impact it had on you and others in the audience? How did it achieve this impact?

· Why was it effective or, on the other hand, why did it fail to be effective?

· How well did it communicate the overall intention of the performance.

Example: The music effectively communicated Christopher’s mental state at that moment because the speed and volume of the music symbolised how overwhelmed he was. Also, that fact that it was electronic music, as opposed to something more organic, seemed to signify alienation on his part, or the plastic, mechanised nature of the world around him as he saw it. With the lights flashing, as they had done so shockingly at the very opening of the play, the moment became immersive for the audience too. This was especially impactful because, despite the action taking place behind the proscenium arch, the light and sound allowed us in the auditorium to experience something of Christopher’s thought process, in a way that approached a kind of total theatre. The movements of the ensemble contributed to this sense of Christopher’s alienation, as they became an impersonal, inhuman chorus, which he could neither communicate with nor find a way though.
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