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Introduction
This resource comprises student answers from the
Sample Question Paper for J383 Component 01 http://
www.ocr.org.uk/Images/207278-unit-j383-01-living-inthe-uk-today-sample-assessment-material.pdf:
The sample answers in this resource have been
extracted from original candidate work to maintain
their authenticity. They are supported by examiner
commentary. Please note that this resource is provided
for advice and guidance only and does not in any way
constitute an indication of grade boundaries or endorsed
answers.
Whilst a senior examiner has provided a possible level
for each Assessment Objective when marking these
answers, in a live series the mark a response would get
depends on the whole process of standardisation, which
considers the big picture of the year’s scripts. Therefore
the level awarded here should be considered to be only
an estimation of what would be awarded.
How levels and marks correspond to grade boundaries
depends on the Awarding process that happens after all/
most of the scripts are marked and depends on a number
of factors, including candidate performance across
the board. Details of this process can be found here:
http://ocr.org.uk/Images/142042-marking-and-gradingassuring-ocr-s-accuracy.pdf.
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Section 1 - Landscapes of the UK
Question 1(d)*
1

(d)*

		

CASE STUDY – a UK coastal landscape
Name of coastal landscape area in the UK

		 .............................................................................................................................................................................
		
		

Examine how far human activity has positively impacted the coastal landscape in your
chosen area.

[8]

Exemplar 1 (Level 3)
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Examiner commentary
How the answer could be improved:

This answer contains reasonable knowledge of a case study and a
number of examples of human activities (AO1). There is evidence
of some reasonable understanding (AO2) of how the activities
(management strategies) impact the coastal landscape at Lyme
Regis containing well-developed ideas and lines of reasoning; for
example, the role of the beach in reducing erosion is emphasised.
There are logically structured arguments for the importance of
the strategies in protecting the economic health of the town,
whilst also recognising the problems caused by the installation
of groynes (AO3). As a result, this answer meets elements of the
criteria for Level 3.

Whilst a number of management strategies are covered, their
role in protecting the town could be further explained at times,
using more specialist terminology. For example, using terms such
as ‘absorb’ and ‘energy’ when explaining the role of the beach
or explaining the problems of downdrift starvation caused by
groynes. Finally, whilst there is some recognition of the negative
impacts of these strategies, these could be explored further.
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Exemplar 2 (Level 2)

Examiner commentary
How the answer could be improved:

This answer contains a named case study and a number of
relevant examples of management strategies/human activities
(AO1). There is a basic understanding (AO2) of how the strategies
impact the coastal landscape at Lyme Regis containing both
developed and basic ideas on, for example, the effects on
longshore drift. There is some structure and reasoning to imply
that there are both positive and negative impacts (AO3). As a
result, this answer meets elements of the criteria for Level 2.

The case study evidence does need developing beyond the
name of the town in order to show evidence of place specific
detail. The role of the management strategies in protecting the
town needs clearer explanation. Whilst there are both positive
and negative impacts, these are mainly listed and there is not
a focus on how far human activity has positively impacted the
coastal landscape.
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Exemplar 3 (Level 1)

Examiner commentary
How the answer could be improved:

This answer contains a named case study and some basic
knowledge of the location, some of which relevant, particularly
in the second half, where some management strategies/human
activities are identified (AO1). The simple ideas demonstrate
little or no understanding (AO2) of how the strategies impact
the coastal landscape on the North Norfolk coast. There is basic
structure and reasoning and an awareness of positive impacts
(AO3) however these are not focused on the coastal landscape
itself, which is the focus of the question.

The case study evidence does need developing beyond the
name of the area in order to provide a little more place-specific
detail. The role of the sea wall in protecting the coastline needs
explanation. In order to respond to the question, this answer
needs both positive and negative impacts in order to offer some
more developed evaluation.
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Section B - People of the UK
Question 2(d)
2

(d)

Discuss the social and economic impacts of immigration on the UK in the 21st century.

[6]

Exemplar 1 (Level 3)

Examiner commentary
How the answer could be improved:

This answer is not explicit in its focus on the 21st century, but it
is clear that it is set in a contemporary context: ‘choose to go to
UK universities and pay the fees to attend.’ Furthermore, both
social and economic impacts are considered and some of the
ideas are well-developed with a thorough understanding (AO2).
Whilst not required in this answer, the balance between negative
and positive impacts helps the candidate to develop a variety of
points.

A number of the points could be more well-developed. For
example, the issue of house prices could be explained in relation
to urban areas or possibly an example of how British values
are sometimes not accepted. This would also explicitly set the
response in a 21st century context more clearly.
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Exemplar 2 (Level 2)

Examiner commentary
How the answer could be improved:

This answer is clear in its focus on the 21st century, with references
to foreign investors, and it does provide developed ideas which
contain a reasonable understanding of both social and economic
impacts (AO2). However, some of the points are unclear and
merely state the impacts without discussing them more fully.

A number of the points could be better developed and more
clearly discussed. For example, how does foreign investment
boost business and trade, and why is immigration linked with
housing issues?
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Exemplar 3 (Level 1)

Examiner commentary
How the answer could be improved:

This answer demonstrates some basic understanding of the
impacts of immigration to the UK (AO2). It makes some simple
points about employment and social divisions but they are not
developed clearly. Social impacts are clearly stated but economic
impacts are less clearly identified.

Both aspects of the answer could be improved by relating them
to a contemporary context, such as urban problems in the UK’s
larger cities and by showing a more developed understanding.
The point about work and benefits is simplistic and needs to
show a little more insight, while the issue of social divisions could
be discussed with reference to aspects such as religion and
culture.
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Section C - UK Environmental Challenges
Fig. 5 – Carbon dioxide emissions compared to wind turbines used to power homes

Fig. 6 – Community energy system supplying 1500 homes
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Question 3(d)*
3

(d)*

Study Figs 5 and 6 in the separate Resource Booklet

		 Using Figs 5 and 6 and your own knowledge and understanding, assess whether the 		
		
sustainable management of energy has been successful at a local scale.
[12]
Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [3]

Exemplar 1 (Level 3)
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Examiner commentary
How the answer could be improved:

The response contains some evidence from the two resources
but it is clear that they have been used to develop a structured
line of reasoning. There is a thorough knowledge, understanding
and analysis – both problems and benefits are identified - of the
successful management of energy at a local scale, with welldeveloped ideas about the sustainability of that management,
albeit with some unclear statements (eg burning biomass waste
not releasing any greenhouse gases). It is communicated clearly
and consistently with a wide use of specialist terms appropriate
to the question.

The answer would benefit from more specific evidence from the
resources to support the analysis. Furthermore, it would benefit
from more comprehensive knowledge and understanding
beyond the resources in order to produce more well-developed
ideas.
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Exemplar 2 (Level 2)
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Examiner commentary
How the answer could be improved:

The response contains some good evidence from the two
resources and there is a thorough understanding of the benefits
of the different sources of renewable energy. At the end, there
is a comment which identifies one of the problems of using gas
to supply energy. The response, however, is rather one-sided
and there is little analysis provided, nor is there much indication
of anything other than basic knowledge beyond the resources
provided. It is communicated with considerable accuracy and
control, with some specialist terms, but there are some errors
albeit not hindering meaning.

There is little of the candidate’s own knowledge in the response
apart from the final comment. Furthermore, the question requires
an assessment so the response requires more balance; more of
the problems of using wind, biomass or gas to produce energy
should be identified. The question also uses the term ‘sustainable
management’ and good responses will see this as an opportunity
to comment on this concept; this response mentions cost but
little more. To gain a further mark for SPaG, the response would
benefit from a wider use of specialist and appropriate terms.
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Exemplar 3 (Level 1)

Examiner commentary
How the answer could be improved:

The response contains some brief comments about wind energy
which demonstrate some basic knowledge of sustainable
management: wind energy is renewable, it’s environmentally
friendly. There is little more credit in the response, although it is
able to gain one mark for SPaG and communication of specialist
terms as meaning is not hindered.

Although this is a brief response, it would still benefit from the
use of evidence from the resources and an understanding that
sustainable management can go beyond environmental factors.
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