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GCSE (9-1) Geography A (Geographical Themes) Candidate Style Answers

Introduction

This resource comprises student answers from the Sample
Question Paper for J383 Component 03 http://www.ocr,
org.uk/Images/207280-unit-j383-03-geographical-skills-
sample-assessment-material.pdf

The sample answers in this resource have been

extracted from original candidate work to maintain

their authenticity. They are supported by examiner
commentary. Please note that this resource is provided
for advice and guidance only and does not in any way
constitute an indication of grade boundaries or endorsed
answers.

Whilst a senior examiner has provided a possible level
for each Assessment Objective when marking these
answers, in a live series the mark a response would get
depends on the whole process of standardisation, which
considers the big picture of the year’s scripts. Therefore
the level awarded here should be considered to be only
an estimation of what would be awarded.

How levels and marks correspond to grade boundaries
depends on the Awarding process that happens after all/
most of the scripts are marked and depends on a number
of factors, including candidate performance across

the board. Details of this process can be found here:
http//ocr.org.uk/Images/142042-marking-and-grading-

assuring—ocr—s—accuracy.gdﬁ
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GCSE (9-1) Geography A (Geographical Themes) Candidate Style Answers

Section A - Geographical Skills

Question 2(d)(iv)

2 (d) (iv) Study the extract below.

Future renewable energy projects in Bradford’s District:

Wind turbines could have a large role in the District’s energy supply. The
Ovenden Moor‘Repower’ scheme will probably generate 49,000MWh*
yearly from nine new planned turbines.

Solar power is already being used by the Council, with more solar projects
planned. It is also a relatively simple technology to install across the
Bradford council buildings, with a long lifetime and small costs to keep it
working.

Biomass boilers offer a more sustainable choice than gas for heating
buildings. This is an option that the Council and the District’s 200 schools
should like.

Hydro-electric power (HEP) projects in Bradford’s District could create
14,000MWh of power every year.

Adapted Extract from ‘Bradford Power: 2020 and beyond’

*MWh = megawatts per hour

Assess how population increase in the city of Bradford could affect the demand for renewable energy
projects, such as those outlined in the extract. [6]

Exemplar 1 (Level 3)
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Examiner commentary

The criteria for this level requires a candidate to not only show
well developed ideas about population increase and renewable
energy, but also to apply their understanding to analyse how the
City of Bradford's population increase could affect the renewable
energy projects. The increase in population linked to increased
demand is clearly stated at the beginning. The candidate also
suggests why some of the energy projects may be better than
others by stating that solar panels would be popular because of
their low maintenance, but the wind turbines would be in lower
demand given the noise pollution they make. It is clear that

the candidate is bringing in information from other parts of the
course which is required for Level 3.
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Exemplar 2 (Level 2)

Candidate Style Answers
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Examiner commentary

This answer meets the Level 2 criteria for a reasonable
understanding of the concept of population growth. The
candidate makes reference to the idea that more space will be
needed for houses instead of using it for wind turbines. They also
suggest that some of the projects, like the HEP project, would
take up too much space for the city. Whilst there are many good
ideas in this, it is not developed enough to reach Level 3.
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Exemplar 3 (Level 1)
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Examiner commentary

This is an example of simple statements which demonstrate a
basic understanding of the issue. Simply put, the candidate links
an increase in population with an increase in the demand for
energy. The candidate really needs to add more detail to their
answer in the form of development, or synoptic links.
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Question 3(e)*

3 (e)* ‘Cities in the UK face challenges which are less serious than cities in LIDCs or EDCs!

To what extent do you agree with this statement?

Exemplar 1 (Level 3)
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Examiner commentary

This is an exceptionally well-crafted answer that is comfortably
Level 3. Unlike the Level 2 example, it is very clearly structured
and shows well developed ideas, a clear understanding of the
places discussed and synoptic thinking drawing on a number of
aspects of the course. The argument is logically structured and
sustained throughout. An answer of this length is not necessary
to achieve a Level 3, and so candidates should be encouraged to
keep to time when practising exam questions.

Candidate Style Answers
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Exemplar 2 (Level 2)
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Examiner commentary

This answer fits into Level 2 because it demonstrates a reasonable
understanding of the challenges. The candidate has listed some
of the issues affecting the UK, such as an ageing population, as
well as those which are more commonly found in LIDCs like poor
housing and squatter settlements. There is an attempt to justify
the very clear opening opinion statements by comparing the
seriousness of the challenges faced in LIDCs and demonstrating
how the UK faces them. The candidate could have strengthened
the answer by thinking about the structure and using paragraphs
to help the flow of the argument.
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Exemplar 3 (Level 1)
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Examiner commentary

Level 1 requires a basic understanding of challenges in cities

and the candidate does this by suggesting that households in
the UK are modern whereas those in LIDCs face natural disasters
which can destroy them. Given that there are no detailed links as
the synopticity in this question comes from discussion of the UK
challenges and LIDC/ EDC challenges, there is nothing to elevate
it to Level 2. The candidate could have strengthened their answer
by stating whether they agreed with the statement or not.
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Section B - Geographical Fieldwork

Fig. 2 - GIS (Geographical Information System) maps with information about Bradford

Bradford City Interactive

Home L0 o, e - 3 |-§ /.«
About g .

The Map
Meet Me Here

spots on by
L clicking on the

Site/Street Search.

Key

=== Free City Bus Route
Mon - Fri Tam - Tpm
Sat 8am - 5.30pm

@ Free City Bus Stops 2 /8 3
Every 10 minutes
Welcome to the Bradford Interactive map by VistaGram

O Buses only
o 'Click and Drag' anywhere on the map to navigate your way around the streets of
[E] Pedestrianised Areas Bradford. Find some hidden gems, and arrange to meet your friends along the way.
D Access Only Switch on categories, rollover and click on the spots to discover Bradford Biagicbition tie fep

[[] HGV's Prohibited with the hand cursor

Bradford Ci

Home

About

The Map
Meet Me Here

[ NoNoNeNoNoN Ne)

Site/Street Search.

SR o

=== Free City Bus Route
Mon - Fri Tam - 7pm
Sat 8am - 5.30pm

@ Free City Bus Stops
Every 10 minutes

Welcome to the Bradford Interactive map by VistaGram

D Buses Only
o 'Click and Drag' anywhere on the map to navigate your way around the streets of
[E] Pedestrianised Areas Bradford. Find some hidden gems, and arrange to meet your friends along the way.

D Access Only Switch on categories, rollover and click on the spots to discover Bradford Reposition the map
HGV's Prohibited with the hand cursor

©0OCR2018




GCSE (9-1) Geography A (Geographical Themes) Candidate Style Answers

Question 4(c)

4 (c) Referbackto Fig. 2 in the separate Resource Booklet.

The students conducted a traffic count at a series of 20 sites in the area shown in Fig. 2, GIS maps with
information about Bradford.

Traffic was counted for five minutes at each site.

The results for four of the sites are shown in the table below.

Halllngs
____
Makets:  f32  Jo o v 00 fs 00|

Describe one way this data might be presented in a fieldwork investigation and explain why you have
selected this data presentation method. [6]

Exemplar 1 (Level 3)
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[6]
Examiner commentary
This answer does enough to get into Level 3 because of the well- been collected. They highlight that the bar graphs are easy to
developed ideas. Locational bar charts are an excellent choice interpret and locating them makes it easier to compare the data

of data presentation for this data and the candidate has picked and make conclusions.
up on the fact that it allows the reader to see where the data has
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Exemplar 2 (Level 2)

Candidate Style Answers
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QA2

Examiner commentary

The candidates answer demonstrates reasonable description of
the data presentation with some developed ideas. The candidate
has given examples of the colour coding to illustrate the point.
The explanation for the choice, is reasonable as it details that it
would be easier to see differences.
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Exemplar 3 (Level 1)
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Examiner commentary

This answer is a strong Level 1 and shows how simple statements
can be effectively used, particularly by weaker candidates. The
candidate suggests an appropriate data presentation method,
stating that it is the simplest type and therefore easy to read the
results. This demonstrates a basic description but is not detailed
enough to achieve Level 2.
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Question 4(d)*

Candidate Style Answers

4 (d)* Study the tables and graphs below which display the results of their questionnaire asked to local
residents.

Table 1: Time of the day which congestion is
more prominent

Time

Frequency

Percentage |

6am — 8am

15

9.6

8am — 10am

72

46.2

10am — 12pm

3

1.9

12pm — 2pm

9

5.8

2pm —4pm

3

1.9

4pm -6pm

54

34.6

Total

156

100

Table 2: Causes of traffic congestion in the study area

Causes of traffic congestion

Frequency

Percentage

Too narrow road 42 26.9
Vehicle breakdown 12 7.7
Loading and off-loading of goods and passengers on the road 54 34.6
Indiscriminate Parking 12 7.7
On-street trading 12 7.7
Lack of a bus terminal 20 12.8
Other 4 2.6
Total 156 100

Graph 1: Days of the week in which congestion is most prominent

Traffic flow over one week
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10 -
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& & & &

A o dg\‘ R

Days of the week

Suggest a conclusion that the students’ might reach for the enquiry question ‘How do patterns of
congestion vary in Bradford?. Analyse the evidence from the information provided to explain how you
have reached that conclusion. [8]

16 © OCR2018




GCSE (9-1) Geography A (Geographical Themes) Candidate Style Answers

Exemplar
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Examiner commentary

This is a very thorough answer which demonstrates very well the
well-developed ideas required for Level 3. There is a thorough
analysis throughout, backed up by data and information
provided from the resource. The structure is clear and logical
which allows the argument to flow and for a clear justification
for the conclusion to be presented. It is worth noting that this
answer is very long, and candidates should not feel that they
need to write this much to achieve the top marks.

SPaG — High Performance - this answer clearly shows that the
candidate can spell and punctuate with consistent accuracy.
The use of grammar, including paragraphs, help the flow and
meaning of the work.

Candidate Style Answers
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Exemplar 2 (Level 2)

e P ?ﬁz" ........... "W‘(i ..... Ceprm.

Examiner commentary

On the face of it this answer is very short, but it does do enough
to cross the threshold into Level 2. There is a good structure
with a clear opening conclusion, supported by causes from

the data and backed up with statistics from the information
provided. Obviously, the analysis is very short, hampered by the
use of bullet points from the candidate. This prevents them from
elaborating and fully developing their ideas to reach the top

of the level. However, it is better than missing out the question
entirely due to time constraints.

SPaG - Threshold Performance - the use of bullet points prevents
the candidate from demonstrating their command of language
and grammar. There are no specialist terms so it does not move
out of the threshold.

Candidate Style Answers
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Exemplar 3 (Level 1)
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Examiner commentary

The answer contains simple ideas with reference to the table that
most congestion on Monday and the weekend with loading and
unloading being a primary cause. When referring to the data,
such as the highest values of congestion being between 8am
and 10am, the candidates could have improved their answer by
quoting data from the table. There is not enough structure in the
answer, which could have been aided by the use of paragraphs
rather than a length of prose.

SPaG - Threshold Performance — the spelling in this answer is
generally good, but it does not use a good range of specialist
terms, nor could it be described as considerable accuracy.
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Question 5(b)

5 You will have taken part in fieldwork in a physical geography environment as part of your studies.
Examples might include a river or a coastal area.

(b) Evaluate to what extent one method you used to collect your primary fieldwork data was a success.
[6]

Exemplar 1 (Level 3)
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GCSE (9-1) Geography A (Geographical Themes)
Examiner commentary

This is a very detailed answer which meets the criteria for a
thorough evaluation. The method is clearly explained and there is
a decent judgement of the pros and cons of the effectiveness of
the method. The structure and use of paragraphs helps to drive
the argument, and the points are well-developed by the added
explanation given. An answer of this length is not necessary to
achieve a Level 3, and so candidates should be encouraged to
keep to time when practising exam questions.

Candidate Style Answers
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GCSE (9-1) Geography A (Geographical Themes)

Exemplar 2 (Level 2)

Candidate Style Answers
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Examiner commentary

The candidate has included a detailed explanation of the method
they used to collect data on their field trip. There is clear rationale
as to the method, and there’s also a reasonable estimation of
why the method was not entirely accurate. The answer includes

a basic judgement of its success and suggests how it could be
improved.
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GCSE (9-1) Geography A (Geographical Themes) Candidate Style Answers

Exemplar 3 (Level 1)
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Examiner commentary

There is a basic evaluation of the data collection with the idea
that taking an average improved the reliability. There is also
acknowledgement that some intervention was required which
identifies a negative of the method. To reach the next level, more
detail would be required about the method to justify it being
considered a reasonable evaluation.

24 ©0OCR2018




Wed like to know your view on the resources we produce. By
clicking on the'Like" or 'Dislike’ button you can help us to ensure
that our resources work for you. When the email template pops

up please add additional comments if you wish and then just click
‘Send’ Thank you.

Whether you already offer OCR quialifications, are new to OCR, or
are considering switching from your current provider/awarding
organisation, you can request more information by completing the
Expression of Interest form which can be found here:
www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest

OCR Resources: the small print

OCR'’s resources are provided to support the delivery of OCR
qualifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching
method that is required by OCR. Whilst every effort is made

to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held
responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources.
We update our resources on a regular basis, so please check the
OCR website to ensure you have the most up to date version.

This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as
the OCR logo and this small print remain intact and OCR is
acknowledged as the originator of this work.

OCR acknowledges the use of the following content:
Square down and Square up: alexwhite/Shutterstock.com,

Fig. 2: Bradford City Interactive map, www.bradford-interactive.
org, accessed Mar 2015. © Silvermaze 2009, reproduced by kind
permission of Maps.com

Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of
resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications:

resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk

Looking for a resource?

There is now a quick and easy search tool to help find free resources
for your qualification:

www.ocr.org.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/

www.ocr.org.uk/gcsereform
OCR Customer Contact Centre

General qualifications

Telephone 01223 553998

Facsimile 01223 552627

Email general.qualifications@ocr.org.uk

OCR is part of Cambridge Assessment, a department of the University of
Cambridge. For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance
programme your call may be recorded or monitored.

© OCR 2017 Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations is a Company
Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England. Registered office 1 Hills
Road, Cambridge CB1 2EU. Registered company number 3484466.
OCR is an exempt charity.

o LROA
SR H
&
é’\ QE
g
A DIVISION OF g
CAMBRIDGE ASSESSMENT | = UKAS
MANAGEMENT
\ SYSTEMS

_ so%0 001



http://www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=I%20liked%20the%20GCSE%20%289-1%29%20Geography%20A%20%28Geographical%20Themes%29%20Candidate%20Style%20Answers%20-%20J383/03%20Geographical%20Skills
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=I%20disliked%20the%20GCSE%20%289-1%29%20Geography%20A%20%28Geographical%20Themes%29%20Candidate%20Style%20Answers%20-%20J383/03%20Geographical%20Skills
mailto:general.qualifications%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
http://www.ocr.org.uk/gcsereform
http://www.ocr.org.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/

	Contents 
	introduction 
	Section A - Geographical Skills
	Question 2(d)(iv)
	Exemplar 1 (Level 3)
	Exemplar 2 (Level 2)
	Exemplar 3 (Level 1)

	Question 3(e)
	Exemplar 1 (Level 3)
	Exemplar 2 (Level 2)
	Exemplar 3 (Level 1)


	Section B - Geographical Fieldwork
	Question 4(c)
	Exemplar 1 (Level 3)
	Exemplar 2 (Level2)
	Exemplar 3 (Level 1)

	Question 4(d)
	Exemplar 1 (Level 3)
	Exemplar 2 (Level2)
	Exemplar 3 (Level 1)

	Question 5(b)
	Exemplar 1 (Level 3)
	Exemplar 2 (Level2)
	Exemplar 3 (Level 1)




