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Introduction
OCR has produced this resource to support teachers in 
interpreting the assessment criteria for the new 
A Level Classical Greek specification and to bridge the gap 
between new specification release for first teaching from 
September 2016 and availability of exemplar candidate 
work following first examination in summer 2018.

This content has been produced by OCR examiners to 
illustrate how the sample assessment questions might be 
answered and to provide some commentary on how to 
apply the new marking grid for translation.

As these responses do not replicate student work and 
have not been through full standardisation ahead of 
formal grade setting for the new specification, they have 
not been graded. There are instead, indications of what a 
high level response might include, in accordance with the 
mark scheme.

Please note that this resource is provided for advice and 
guidance only and does not in any way constitute an 
indication of grade boundaries or endorsed answers
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A hastily assembled Athenian army inflicts an embarrassing defeat on a Corinthian force.

The Corinthians seized the heights of Geraneia and invaded the territory of Megara with their allies, 
thinking that the Athenians would be too occupied with Aigina to help the Megarians or, if they did, they 
would be forced to abandon Aigina.

    Thucydides 1. 105–106

οἱ δὲ Ἀθηναῖοι τὸ μὲν πρὸς Αἰγίνῃ στράτευμα οὐκ ἐκίνησαν, / τῶν δ᾿ ἐκ  τῆς 

πόλεως  ὑπολοίπων  οἵ  τε  πρεσβύτατοι  καὶ  οἱ  νεώτατοι  ἀφικνοῦνται  εἰς  τὰ 

Ϻέγαρα, Ϻυρωνίδου στρατηγοῦντος.  / 

καὶ μάχης γενομένης ἰσορρόπου, ἐνόμισαν αὐτοὶ ἑκάτεροι οὐκ ἔλασσον 

ἔχειν ἐν τῷ ἔργῳ. / καὶ οἱ μὲν Ἀθηναῖοι (ἐκράτησαν γὰρ ὅμως μᾶλλον),  

ἀπελθόντων τῶν Κορινθίων τροπαῖον ἔστησαν. / οἱ δὲ Κορίνθιοι κακιζόμενοι 

ὑπὸ τῶν  ἐν  τῇ πόλει πρεσβυτέρων, καὶ παρασκευασάμενοι, / ἡμέραις  ὕστερον 

δώδεκα ἐλθόντες ἀνθίστασαν τροπαῖον καὶ αὐτοὶ ὡς νικήσαντες.  / 

καὶ οἱ Ἀθηναῖοι ἐκβοηθήσαντες ἐκ τῶν Μεγάρων τούς τε τὸ τροπαῖον 

ἱστάντας διαφθείρουσι   καὶ   τοῖς   ἄλλοις   ξυμβαλόντες   ἐκράτησαν. /  οἱ   δὲ    

νικώμενοι ὑπεχώρουν, καί τι αὐτῶν μέρος οὐκ ὀλίγον,  προσβιασθὲν  καὶ   

διαμαρτὸν  τῆς ὁδοῦ, / εἰσέπεσεν εἰς χωρίον ᾧ ἔτυχεν ὄρυγμα μέγα  

περιεῖργον καὶ οὐκ ἦν ἔξοδος. / οἱ δὲ Ἀθηναῖοι, περιστήσαντες κύκλῳ τοὺς  

ψιλούς, κακέλευσαν πάντας τοὺς εἰσελθόντας, καὶ πάθος μέγα τοῦτο  

Κορινθίοις ἐγένετο.  / 

Names
τὰ Ϻέγαρα Megara

ὁ Ϻυρωνίδης ‐ου Myronides

Words
ἰσόρροπος ‐ον indecisive
τὸ τροπαῖον trophy
κακίζω I insult, mock
προσβιάζω I put under pressure
τὸ ὄρυγμα τοῦ ὀρύγματος ditch
περιείργω I surround
οἱ ψιλοί light-armed troops
καταλεύω I stone to death

Translate Passage 1 into English.  [50]

Question 1
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Exemplar response 1

Now the Athenians did not defeat the army at Aegina, / but the oldest and the youngest of those 
left  over  from  the  city  arrived  at  Megara  with  Myronides  as  their  general.  / And  when  an 
indecisive battle broke out, they thought that each side had no less in the struggle. / And when 

the Corinthians went away, the Athenians (for they turned out powerful nonetheless), set up a 
trophy. / But the Corinthians, being mocked by the old men in the city, and preparing themselves, / 
twelve  days  later  came  and  took  down  the  trophy  as  if  they  were  the  winners.  / And  the 

Athenians, coming to help out of Megara, destroyed the men taking down the trophy and asserted 
power over the others. / But those who were conquered went away, and some substantial part of 
them, being put under pressure and making their way down the road, / fell into territory in which 
there  happened  to  be  a  big  ditch  surrounding  and  there  was  no  way  of  escape.  / But  the 

Athenians, positioning light‐armed troops around them in a circle, stoned to death all those 
who had come, and this was a cause of great suffering to the Corinthians
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Exemplar response 2

Now the Athenians did not move the army that was near Aegina, / but from the outskirts of the 
city the older and younger men went to Megara with Myronides as their general. / And with an 
indecisive battle happening, they thought that each of two no less had work to do, / and 
the Athenians (for they nevertheless rather had power), after the Corinthians left they set up a trophy. / 
But the Corinthians, insulted by the oldest of those in the city and going to pack their bags, / on 
the twelfth days after, coming out, set up a trophy and did this so that they would win. / And the 

Athenians helped them out of Megara by setting up a trophy as well, they destroyed and had 
power over the attackers for the others. / But the defeated men retreat, and some not small part 
of them was put under pressure and got confused about the road, / and fell into a land around 
which there was a ditch and there was no way out. / But the Athenians, standing around them in a 

circle of light‐armed soldiers, stoned to death those who had come, and caused great grief for the 
Corinthians.
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Exemplar response 3

But the Athenians did not conquer the army towards Aegina, / of the (?) out of the city both the 
oldest and the youngest arrive towards Megara, the general of Myronides, / and of the indecisive 
battle, they make their own laws, no less than 100, to have in their work. / And the Athenians (for 
they had equal power, rather), after the Corinthians left they set up a trophy. / The Corinthians, 
insulting them on account of the old men in the city, and preparing, / in twenty days afterwards 
they came and (?) and themselves so that they won. / And the Athenians shouted out of Megara 
that they destroyed it (?) and throwing at the others they were powerful. / And they promised to 
conquer them, and an un‐small part of them put under pressure and took the road, / they fell into
a place to which there happened to be a big ditch and there was no escape, / but the Athenians, 

standing around their loved ones in a circle, stoned to death all of them, and it was a big sadness 
to the Corinthians. /
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Guidance on applying the marking grids

The general principle in assessing each section should be the proportion (out of 5) of sense achieved.

One approach for each section is given. Acceptable alternatives will be illustrated during Standardisation, but examiners should assess 
on its own merits any approach that satisfactorily conveys the meaning of the Greek – the crucial consideration being the extent to 
which every Greek word is satisfactorily rendered in some way in the English.

The determination of what a “slight” error is only necessary when it is the only error in a section; this distinction will then determine 
whether a mark of 5 or 4 is appropriate. Where marks of 4, 3, 2, 1 and 0 are applicable, the overall proportion of meaning conveyed in 
the section is the only consideration. The term “major” error has been used here to determine an error which is more serious than a 
“slight” error.

The classification below should be seen only as a general guide, the intention of which is to maintain standards year‐on‐year. Lead 
markers should consider each instance on its own merits in the context of the passage and the section.

It is likely that some of the errors below may be regarded as “major” if they appear in a relatively short and straightforward section, 
whereas in longer or more complex sections they are more likely to be a “slight” error.

The sort of errors that we would generally expect to be considered as “slight” errors would be:

• a single mistake in the translation of a verb, for example incorrect person or tense

• vocabulary errors that do not substantially alter the meaning

• omission of particles that does not substantially alter the meaning (although in certain cases the omission of a particle may not 
count as an error at all, most especially with μεν... δε)

The sort of errors that we would generally expect to be considered as “major” errors would be:

• more than one slight error in any one verb

• vocabulary errors that substantially alter the meaning

• omission of a word or words, including alteration of active to passive if the agent is not expressed

• missed  constructions

• alteration in word order that affects the sense

The final decisions on what constitutes a ‘slight’ and ‘major’ errors will be made and communicated to assessors via the standardisation 
process (after full consideration of candidates’ responses) and these decisions will be captured in the final mark scheme for examiners 
and centres.

Marks Description

5 Accurate translation with one slight error allowed

4 Mostly correct

3 More than half right

2 Less than half right

1 Little recognisable relation or meaning to the Greek

0 No response or no response worthy of credit.
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Marks and commentary for exemplar response 1

Answer Mark Commentary

(i) Now the Athenians did not defeat the 
army at Aegina,

4 Short section so all errors treated as 
major (MS)

(ii) but the oldest and the youngest of 
those left over from the city arrived 
at Megara with Myronides as their 
general.

5

(iii) And when an indecisive battle broke 
out, they thought that each side had 
no less in the struggle.

3 “broke out” turns out to be unhelpful 
to the meaning here; with “each side 
had no less”, a substantial amount of 
meaning is lost even though all words 
have been (in some sense) translated

(iv) And when the Corinthians went away, 
the Athenians (for they turned out 
powerful nonetheless), set up a trophy.

4 Again, the critical explanatory phrase 
has not been fully rendered

(v) But the Corinthians, being mocked by 
the old men in the city, and preparing 
themselves,

5 “old” a slight error (MS)

(vi) twelve days later came and took down 
the trophy as if they were the winners.

4 Major error with the main verb

(vii) And the Athenians, coming to help out 
of Megara, destroyed the men taking 
down the trophy and asserted power 
over the others.

5 A difficult section. NB consequential 
treatment of “taking down the trophy”

(viii) But those who were conquered went 
away, and some substantial part of 
them, being put under pressure and 
making their way down the road,

4 Major error in “making their way 
down the road”, as “getting lost” is a 
substantial amount of information

(ix) fell into territory in which there 
happened to be a big ditch 
surrounding and there was no way of 
escape.

5 NB all meaning translated

(x) But the Athenians, positioning light‐ 
armed troops around them in a circle, 
stoned to death all those who had 
come, and this was a cause of great 
suffering to the Corinthians.

5

Total = 44/50
Summary: generally good, and continuous prose. NB the marking minimises the damage of the 
limitations.
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Marks and commentary for exemplar response 2

Answer Mark Commentary

(i) Now the Athenians did not move the 
army that was near Aegina,

5

(ii) but from the outskirts of the city 
the older and younger men went 
to Megara with Myronides as their 
general.

3

(iii) And with an indecisive battle 
happening, they thought that each of 
two no less had work to do,

2 Cf exemplar response 1

(iv) and the Athenians (for they 
nevertheless rather had power), after 
the Corinthians left they set up a 
trophy.

4 The meaning of the bracketed phrase is 
almost discernible here ‐ nb the section 
is (as always) treated in isolation

(v) But the Corinthians, insulted by the 
oldest of those in the city and going to 
pack their bags,

4 Two slight errors

(vi) on the twelfth days after, coming out, 
set up a trophy and did this so that 
they would win.

3 Just more than half right

(vii) And the Athenians helped them out of 
Megara by setting up a trophy as well, 
they destroyed and had power over the 
attackers for the others.

2 Relatively little useful meaning 
conveyed here (although clearly more 
than “little recognisable relation to the 
Greek”)

(viii) But the defeated men retreat, and 
some not small part of them was put 
under pressure and got confused about 
the road,

5 At a glance this might not merit 5, but 
in fact all the meaning is communicated 
(nb the slight error in the first verb, 
clearly permissible in this quite complex 
section)

(ix) and fell into a land around which there 
was a ditch and there was no way out.

4 Omission of “μέγα”

(x) But the Athenians, standing around 
them in a circle of light‐armed soldiers, 
stoned to death those who had 
come, and caused great grief for the 
Corinthians.

3 The errors mount up here; omission 
of words will usually tip the balance 
downwards due to the total loss of 
those words’ meaning even though 
much of the picture is correct

Total = 35/50
Summary: struggled in places, but keeps the flow of the story.
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Marks and commentary for exemplar response 3

Answer Mark Commentary

(i) But the Athenians did not conquer the 
army towards Aegina,

3 Cf exemplar response 1

(ii) of the (?) out of the city both the oldest 
and the youngest arrive towards 
Megara, the general of Myronides,

2

(iii) and of the indecisive battle, they make 
their own laws, no less than 100, to 
have in their work.

1 “No response worthy of credit” for 0 
(MS) would be harsh here

(iv) And the Athenians (for they had equal 
power, rather), after the Corinthians left 
they set up a trophy.

4 Mostly correct (MS) ‐ the section 
in brackets is in fact fairly close in 
meaning to the Greek, despite the 
obvious vocabulary confusion

(v) The Corinthians, insulting them on 
account of the old men in the city, and 
preparing,

3

(vi) in twenty days afterwards they came 
and (?) and themselves so that they 
won.

1

(vii) And the Athenians shouted out of 
Megara that they destroyed it (?) and 
throwing at the others they were 
powerful.

1

(viii) And they promised to conquer them, 
and an un‐small part of them put under 
pressure and took the road,

2 Note the successful centre phrase 
and a commendable attempt to 
write continuous prose even where 
comprehension is poor

(ix) they fell into a place to which there 
happened to be a big ditch and there 
was no escape,

5 “to which” a slight error (MS)

(x) but the Athenians, standing around 
their loved ones in a circle, stoned 
to death all of them, and it was a big 
sadness to the Corinthians.

3 “standing around” (intransitive) major 
error (MS); omission of  
τοὺς εἰσελθόντας

Total = 25/50
Summary: struggled substantially, but did well to keep the prose going.
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