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Introduction
This resource comprises student answers from the 
Sample Question Paper for H481 Component 02 http://
www.ocr.org.uk/Images/223025-unit-h481-02-human-
interactions-sample-assessment-material.pdf 

The sample answers in this resource have been 
extracted from original candidate work to maintain 
their authenticity. They are supported by examiner 
commentary. Please note that this resource is provided 
for advice and guidance only and does not in any way 
constitute an indication of grade boundaries or endorsed 
answers. 

Whilst a senior examiner has provided a possible level 
for each Assessment Objective when marking these 
answers, in a live series the mark a response would get 
depends on the whole process of standardisation, which 
considers the big picture of the year’s scripts. Therefore 
the level awarded here should be considered to be only 
an estimation of what would be awarded. 

How levels and marks correspond to grade boundaries 
depends on the Awarding process that happens after all/ 
most of the scripts are marked and depends on a number 
of factors, including candidate performance across 
the board. Details of this process can be found here: 
http://ocr.org.uk/Images/142042-marking-and-grading-
assuring-ocr-s-accuracy.pdf.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/223025-unit-h481-02-human-interactions-sample-assessment-material.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/223025-unit-h481-02-human-interactions-sample-assessment-material.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/223025-unit-h481-02-human-interactions-sample-assessment-material.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/223025-unit-h481-02-human-interactions-sample-assessment-material.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/223025-unit-h481-02-human-interactions-sample-assessment-material.pdf
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Section A – Changing Spaces, Making Places
Question 1(b) 

1 (b) Study Fig. 2, which shows information collected from a coastal town to form part of a   
  place profile.

  Using evidence from Fig. 2, explain why this coastal town has contrasting representations.    [8]
  

Fig. 2 – Information collected from a coastal town to form part of a place profile
 (a)  Census data for a coastal town

 
 (b)  Deprivation score for the coastal town, taken from the Office for National Statistics
  Deprivation rank (1 is most deprived and 3284 is least deprived ).
  The town scores 293 out of 3284 in England

 (c)  Views about the town from the council and from the community

 (d)  Images of the coastal town

  Images removed due to copyright restrictions. The original resource booklet can be downloaded 
  from http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/223026-unit-h481-02-human-interactions-sample-resource-  
  booklet.pdf 

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/223026-unit-h481-02-human-interactions-sample-resource-booklet.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/223026-unit-h481-02-human-interactions-sample-resource-booklet.pdf
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AO2 Level 3, AO3 Level 3
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Examiner commentary
This response demonstrates thorough application of knowledge 
and understanding (AO2). Analysis is clear, developed and 
accurate. There is specific focus on the question in explaining 
the contrasting representations of the coastal town. The analysis 
is supported by detailed reference to data in Figure 2, which 
provides full evidence for the contrasting representations of this 
coastal town by the Town Council and local residents (AO3).

The response gives reasons for the contrasts in the 
representations of place. These reasons are supported by both 
qualitative and quantitative data in each instance. It is clear that 
there has been thorough investigation and interpretation of 

the evidence in each part of Figure 2 in answering the question. 
Specific statistical data has been cited for example from the 
Census and regarding deprivation. There has been appropriate 
use of quotations from the views of the Town Council and 
the residents. There has been relevant commentary on the 
significance of the images.

Overall the essential requirements of the question have been 
met with well-developed explanations and supporting evidence. 
There is thorough understanding of how formal and statistical 
representation of place contrasts with informal representations.
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AO1 Level 2, AO2 Level 2

Question 1(d)* 

1 (d)* ‘Placemaking is used by governments only to attract inward investment.’ How far do you agree   
  with this statement? 

   [16]



Candidate Style Answers

8

A Level Geography

© OCR 2018

Examiner commentary
This response demonstrates thorough knowledge and 
understanding of how governments use placemaking. There is 
some place-specific detail (AO1). It also demonstrates thorough 
application of knowledge and understanding providing clear 
and developed analysis. There are links between the conclusions 
and the evidence, and there is an attempt to evaluate whether or 
not placemaking is only used by governments to attract inward 
investment (AO2).

This response has clear structure including an introduction, 
conclusion and three other paragraphs based on place-specific 
examples. There is an evident line of reasoning with, for the most 

part, relevant information presented and supported by some 
evidence.

The introduction attempts to outline the concept of 
placemaking. There is also some attempt to address the question 
‘How far do you agree?’ by referring to alternative perspectives 
other than attracting inward investment.

The London Olympics example examines the benefits of 
placemaking at the intra-urban scale including social equality, 
deprivation, reimaging, transport and investment. There is some 
brief discussion of the issues although place-specific knowledge 
is limited.

The Rio de Janeiro Olympics example attempts to consider 
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alternative reasons for government placemaking. These include 
dealing with social problems such as crime and the urban 
environment of the favelas. This section is generalised and 
demonstrates limited place-specific detail and limited knowledge 
and understanding of the government policies / strategies. 

The London Docklands example reinforces the role of 
government placemaking in attracting investment plus 
attendant benefits of reducing deprivation in the area. 

The conclusions attempt to refer back to the question and to the 
points made in the introduction.

This response might have been improved by inclusion of 
more specific place detail within each case study. Government 
strategies and their impacts within specifically named areas 
might have made the response more convincing. This might also 
have helped to reduce repetition of the general points. Reference 
to use of placemaking by governments at different scales might 
also have enhanced this response. 
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3 (b) With reference to a case study, explain how emigration from a low-income developing country  
  (LIDC) can provide opportunities for that LIDC. 

   [8]

Section B – Option B – Global Migration
Question 3(b) 

AO1, Level 2
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Examiner commentary
This response demonstrates reasonable knowledge and 
understanding of how emigration from Laos, an LIDC, can 
provide opportunities for that LIDC (AO1). There is some 
development in the explanation of how emigration can provide 
opportunities. Different types of opportunities are considered. 
There is some place-specific detail.

The first part of the answer offers information on subsistence 
agriculture in Laos and on the interdependence between Laos 
and neighbouring Thailand.

In the first instance the candidate has attempted to answer the 
question with reference to migrant remittances. Although a 
valid point this is not a particularly well-developed. The answer 
could have been improved by reference to ways in which these 
financial remittances provide opportunities within Laos.

The second point concerning remittance of skills is also valid but 
again would be enhanced by further development.

The idea that the scale of the emigration from Laos to Thailand 
has led to awareness of, and opportunity to respond to, the 
problem of people trafficking is relevant. 

Overall further development in explaining all these opportunities 
would be needed for the award of a higher level.
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4*  ‘Social factors are the most important influences responsible for gender inequalities.’ Discuss. 

   [16]

Section B – Option C – Human Rights
Question 4*

AO1 Level 3, AO2 Level 2

PLAN

Intro – Global gender inequality, what is it? Significant etc. Can be it is Social, Political and 
Economic.

1. Political factors. Afghanistan, Taliban, 1990s, 80% of the state. Enforced Sharia,  
Woman banned travelling, school contraception etc.

2. Economic WEF – GGGI 20% higher wage in UK, despite Equal Pay Act 1970-(75). 
Gender roles – male patriarchy

3. Social (cultural) Sharia Law (Afghanistan) Gang rape and FGM, child brides – 
Rajasthan 43% manual work 36% Women Rural

4. Conclusion – which is the most important – Why? Social / Cultural ….justify.

Gender inequality is the academic term used to describe the level of equality between 
males and females within any specified area or nation. Over the past 100 years many 
societies have transformed from patriarchal societies where men dominated, to much 
more balanced gender equality level, for example 30% of UK MP’s are women up 
from 0.1% in 1917. Despite modest changes particularly in Advanced Countries (AC’s) 
significant if not huge levels of gender inequality remain. The factors that influence the 
explanation for this are debatable but could be broadly defined as political, economic 
and social. If one of them is particularly responsible is a matter of continuous argument 
amongst feminists and policy makers alike.

Firstly there are political factors that influence gender inequality both negatively and 
positively. It the state actively promotes discrimination against woman then the gender 
inequality level will almost certainly too high. For example, in Saudi Arabia until 2017 
it was forbidden for woman to own a driving licences, significantly reducing a woman’s 
economic potential and limiting their ability for social mobility and advancement. As a 
result, Saudi Arabia has unsurprisingly a high level of gender inequality. In addition, 
until the US-led invasion of Afghanistan in 2001, the Islamic militant group known as the 
Taliban controlled over 80% of that nation’s territory. The Shia Muslim Taliban enforced a 
strict religious orthodoxy on Afghanistan banning girls from attending schools, accessing 
contraception and participating in the political system. Since the invasion, charities such as 
Afghan Aid have spent millions of dollars assisting the UN Human Rights representation 
in Afghanistan, in enabling girls to access education and healthcare provision. As a result, 
the infant mortality rate within Afghanistan has halved since 2001, to below 1000 per 
100,000 people. Despite this the effect of legal discrimination from the Taliban government 
remains prevalent and will take decades to reverse. As a result, political factors can have 
a huge impact on gender inequality levels within a state.
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Examiner commentary
This response demonstrates comprehensive, knowledge and 
understanding of factors responsible for gender inequalities 
including social factors. For the most part there is accurate place-
specific detail (AO1). There is thorough application of knowledge 
and understanding providing a clear and developed analysis. 
There is evaluation with generally secure judgements. There are 
links between conclusions and evidence (AO2). There is also a line 
of reasoning presented with some structure. The candidate has 
included an essay plan plus five other paragraphs.  

In the introduction there is an attempt to outline what is meant 
by gender inequality and to discuss the extent of how this has 
changed. There is also reference to a range of types of factors 
which influence gender inequality. There is some understanding 
of the interrelated nature of these factors.

Rather than focussing on social factors from the start, the next 
paragraph considers the influence of political factors. These are 
illustrated by reference to place-specific detail for Saudi Arabia 
and Afghanistan. Some evaluation is provided in discussing the 
importance and far reaching effects of political factors on gender 
inequality.

Economic factors are considered to be important too. In this 
paragraph there is reference to gender disparity in wages in the 
UK and in differences in employment opportunities within India.

Social / cultural influences are discussed towards the end of the 
essay. This might have been a fuller section with more detailed 
discussion of social factors other than forced/under age marriage 
and violence against women. 

The conclusion does consider the relative importance of social 
factors and cultural norms in relation to the economic and 
political factors.

This response might have been enhanced by fuller discussion of 
other social factors. Social factors were specified in the question 
therefore understanding of one or two other issues supported 
by evidence such as access to education, literacy, norms in 
patriarchal societies, FGM or discrimination in health care (some 
of which were outlined in the essay plan) might have ensured 
that this response was more securely placed in Level 3. 

In addition, economic factors can play a huge role in determining the level of gender 
inequality within a state. In the UK for example, men still earn an average 20% more than 
women, this despite the Equal Pay Act at 1970 supposedly outlawing any gender disparity 
in pay in the workplace. It is therefore possible to conclude that political factors are not the 
primary determinant of gender inequality. Furthermore, in the Emerging and Developing 
(EDC) country of India, there remains a huge disparity in employment levels between men 
and women. In the state of Rajasthan for example (in N.W. India), 56% of urban resident 
males have a job, compared to 24% of rural females in regular employment, this compares 
with a UK female employment rate of 60%, significantly higher. Without paid employment 
it is difficult for a woman to achieve independence, her own purchasing power and self- 
reliance, increasing gender inequality.

The final factor concerned with gender inequality is social and cultural norms and influences 
on behaviour. Within the Indian state of Rajasthan for example, child marriage practices are 
still common, with children as young as 4 being married to older men, who will subsequently 
exploit them for gratification. Within most AC’s this child abuse would not be tolerated, 
but traditional cultural norms and practices mandate it’s acceptance and continued high 
prevalence. Gang rape is another frequent problem in the Indian subcontinent, with a 
notorious case of a woman being murdered after numerous men raped her highlighting the 
issue. This despite the Indian Parliament supporting the Protection of Woman Act of 2015, 
outlawing such barbaric practices and placing stiff penalties for offenders. Ultimately if the 
law is not enforced due to cultural attitudes towards women this type of discrimination will 
continue, and the level of gender inequality will remain high.

To conclude, ultimately cultural norms and attitudes are the predominant factor in influencing 
the level of gender inequality within any specific area. Cultural norms influence decisions 
in the economic field and often ignore those made in the political one. Meaning that unless 
significant changes occur to gender attitudes, the level of gender inequality in the world will 
remain high. 
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5*  ‘For local communities in areas of conflict, intervention can create more problems than it solves.’ 
  Discuss. 

[16]

Section B – Option D – Power and borders
Question 5* 

AO1 Level 3, AO2 Level 3
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Examiner commentary
This response is comprehensive in knowledge and 
understanding of intervention in areas of conflict. The answer 
includes place-specific detail; a case study of strategies for 
global governance in one area of conflict - South Sudan (AO1). 
The response demonstrates comprehensive application of 
knowledge and understanding. There is a clear, developed 
and convincing analysis with evaluation which offers secure 
judgements and rational conclusions (AO2).

The introduction provides a convincing interpretation of the 
question, including an outline of what is meant by intervention 
and discussion of some of its main aims. There is reference to 
South Sudan as an example. There is also an outline of some 
positive and negative consequences of the global governance of 
conflict for local communities.

The second paragraph concentrates on the benefits of 
intervention, and some of the drawbacks. This includes reference 
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to UN civilian protection camps, the work of specified NGOs, 
and the role of WHO in South Sudan. This is followed by a short 
comment on the unreliable involvement of the South Sudanese 
national government.

The next section considers some of the negative impacts of 
intervention such as further violation of human rights, and the 
difficulties of ensuring that humanitarian aid effectively reaches 
the areas in greatest need.

The concluding paragraph is a discursive coverage of the main 
issues which considers the effectiveness of intervention. This 
includes the degree of collaboration between the national 
government and international institutions and the sustainability 
of intervention.

Overall this balanced discussion is an effective response to the 
question. It is well-expressed; there is a clear line of reasoning 
and essay structure; and good use of specialist terminology. 
The answer might have been enhanced by reference to further 
impacts on local communities more specifically. For example, 
these could have included access to emergency food in the wet 
season, the training of villagers in farming and fishing for food 
security, and dealing with the plight of children forced into the 
military. Reference to one or two specifically named locations 
within South Sudan might also have contributed to a more 
authoritative answer and a more secure placement within Level 3.
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