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Introduction
This resource comprises student answers from the 
Sample Question Paper for H481 Component 01 http://
www.ocr.org.uk/Images/223015-unit-h481-01-physical-
systems-sample-assessment-material.pdf

The sample answers in this resource have been 
extracted from original candidate work to maintain 
their authenticity. They are supported by examiner 
commentary. Please note that this resource is provided 
for advice and guidance only and does not in any way 
constitute an indication of grade boundaries or endorsed 
answers. 

Whilst a senior examiner has provided a possible level 
for each Assessment Objective when marking these 
answers, in a live series the mark a response would get 
depends on the whole process of standardisation, which 
considers the big picture of the year’s scripts. Therefore 
the level awarded here should be considered to be only 
an estimation of what would be awarded. 

How levels and marks correspond to grade boundaries 
depends on the Awarding process that happens after all/ 
most of the scripts are marked and depends on a number 
of factors, including candidate performance across 
the board. Details of this process can be found here: 
http://ocr.org.uk/Images/142042-marking-and-grading-
assuring-ocr-s-accuracy.pdf.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/223015-unit-h481-01-physical-systems-sample-assessment-material.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/223015-unit-h481-01-physical-systems-sample-assessment-material.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/223015-unit-h481-01-physical-systems-sample-assessment-material.pdf
http://ocr.org.uk/Images/142042-marking-and-grading-assuring-ocr-s-accuracy.pdf
http://ocr.org.uk/Images/142042-marking-and-grading-assuring-ocr-s-accuracy.pdf
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Section A – Landscape Systems

Exemplar 1 (Level 2)

Question 1(a)

1 (a) Explain the influence of sea level rise and geomorphic processes in the formation of rias.  [8]

Examiner commentary
Candidate shows some sound knowledge that demonstrates 
partially developed understanding that is relevant to the question 
and an awareness of the meaning of the terms in the question. 
This answer reaches Level 2 but as there is only limited evidence 
of the criteria being met, the mark given is at the bottom of the 
level.

The candidate needs to fully explain the terminology used e.g. 
submergent landforms and eustatic change – within the context 
of the question.  They also need to develop the statement that 
‘rias are flooded river valleys’ by using different terminology as 
flooded could just mean that the river has over-topped its banks. 
A more detailed explanation of the formation of rias should be 
included.

Option A – Coastal landscapes
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Exemplar 2 (Level 2)

Examiner commentary
Candidate shows some reasonable knowledge that demonstrates 
partially developed understanding that is relevant to the question 
and an awareness of the meaning of the terms in the question. 
This answer is secure within Level 2.

In order to access Level 3 the answer would benefit from further 
detail in describing a ria along with better use of terminology 
i.e. a ‘flooded’ river valley is different from a ‘drowned’ river valley. 
More effective links need to be made between the explanation 
of the processes of sea level rise and the formation of a ria along 
with consideration of the on-going geomorphic processes 
involved.
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Exemplar 1 (AO1 Level 2, AO2 Level 1)

Question 1(d)*

1 (d)* ‘Human activity influences coastal landscape systems more than physical factors.’  
  To what extent do you agree with this statement? [16]
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Examiner commentary
AO1: The candidate has been awarded Level 2 as they 
have shown thorough and place specific knowledge and 
understanding regarding geology as an influencing factor. 
However, no other factors are discussed.

AO2: The candidate has been awarded Level 1 as their answer 
shows basic application of knowledge and understanding. The 
answer is unstructured with very little analysis of human activity 
influences on the coastal landscape systems, with much of the 
answer focusing on why rather than how.

In order to improve this answer the candidate needs to discuss 
more physical and human factors which influence the coastal 
landscape for the AO1 part of the question and in the AO2 
section they need to focus more clearly on the requirements of 
the question and discuss the influence of human activity (which 
could include management) on coastal landscape systems, 
including reference to both spatial and temporal changes 
and then to evaluate the extent to which they agree with the 
statement. 
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Exemplar 2 (AO1 Level 2, AO2 Level 2)

Examiner commentary
The candidate has been awarded the middle range of Level 2 
for both AO1 and AO2. For AO1 they demonstrate thorough 
knowledge and understanding including place specific detail 
of human impacts on natural processes. For AO2 their answer 
is relevant and supported by evidence to show a thorough 
application of knowledge and understanding. 

In order to improve their answer they should discuss further 
examples of both human and physical influences acting on the 

landscape system. They should then fully analyse the extent of 
the influence of these to address the title directly. In AO1 for 
example discussing the physical factors that influence coastal 
systems, such as geology, tides and wave energy. And for AO2 
by for example: further developing their response regarding 
the disruption of flows of materials due to longshore drift, by 
discussing material depletion and increased erosion further along 
a coastline from the point of protection.
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2 (a) Explain the influence of climate changes and geomorphic processes in the formation of eskers. 

   [8]

Option B – Glaciated landscapes
Question 2(a)

Exemplar 1 (Level 2)
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Examiner commentary
Candidate shows some reasonable knowledge and 
understanding of the geomorphic processes that form the 
materials an esker is made from and some understanding of 
climate change causing increased meltwater.

The candidate needs to further discuss the changes in the 
amount of meltwater and the deposition of material that occurs 
as warming occurs and a glacier retreats.
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Exemplar 2 (Level 1)

Examiner commentary
This candidate was only awarded Level 1 as so much of their 
answer was left to be inferred rather than actually demonstrated. 
The information that was creditable was basic and much was not 
really relevant to the question.

In order improve this answer the candidate would need to 
fully develop their ideas regarding climate change and how 
this affects the amount of meltwater available to carry out the 
geomorphic processes of erosion, transportation and deposition 
and hence the actual formation of an esker.
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2 (d)* ‘Human activity influences glaciated landscape systems more than physical factors’. To what   
  extent do you agree with this statement? [16]

Question 2(d)* 

Exemplar 1 (AO1 Level 3, AO2 Level 3) 
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Examiner commentary
AO1: The candidate has been awarded Level 3 as they 
comprehensively discuss both physical factors and human land 
use giving accurate and place specific examples that show 
variation over a variety of timescale.

AO2: The candidate has been awarded Level 3 as they offer 
some good examples of the influences on landscapes by both 
human and physical factors. They comprehensively apply their 

knowledge and understanding to show that physical factors are 
dominant and that humans affect these. They have also shown 
an understanding that human influences are on a different scale 
to physical factors, both spatially and temporally.

In order to improve this answer the candidate needs to fully 
develop all the examples they give and to continually refer these 
back to the point of the question.
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Exemplar 2 (AO1 Level 2, AO2 Level 3)
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Examiner commentary
AO1: The candidate has been awarded Level 2 as they have 
shown a thorough understanding of physical factors including 
processes and some knowledge of human activity in the 
glaciated landscape system.

AO2: The candidate has been awarded Level 3 as they have 
shown a comprehensive application of their knowledge having 
discussed the effects humans have had on glaciated landscapes 
by causing disruptions to flows, through the building of dams, 
agricultural use and urbanisation. They have discussed the 
influence humans have had on the climate and how this has 
caused changes to the physical factors, such as increasing glacial 
retreat. They have discussed the extent to which they believe the 
question statement is true.

In order to improve this answer the candidate needs to discuss 
more of the physical and human factors that influence glaciated 
landscape systems including geology, resource extraction and 
removal of vegetation for AO1. And for AO2 they should further 
develop some of the points they’ve made particularly with 
regards to agriculture and urbanisation.
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3 (d)* ‘Human activity influences dryland landscape systems more than physical factors’. To what  
  extent do you agree with this statement?  [16]

Option C – Dryland landscapes
Question 3(d)*

Exemplar 1 (AO1 Level 2, AO2 Level 2)
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Examiner commentary
AO1: The candidate has been awarded Level 2 as they 
demonstrate thorough knowledge of the influence of a human 
activity and physical factors on a dryland landscape however they 
only give one example. 

AO2: The candidate has been awarded Level 2 as they have 
provided a relevant and substantial discussion of human activity 
influencing the dryland landscape system, which would reach 
Level 3, but they have not provided an evaluation of the human/
physical influences.

In order to improve this answer the candidate needs to 
discuss more examples of the physical factors that influence 
dryland landscape systems and they need to fully develop 
their evaluation of the comparison between physical and 
human influences. It is important to refer back to the question 
throughout the response. 



Candidate Style Answers

24

A Level Geography

© OCR 2018

Exemplar 2 (AO1 Level 3, AO2 Level 3)
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Examiner commentary
AO1: The candidate has been awarded Level 3 as they have 
shown a comprehensive understanding of the influence of both 
human activities and physical factors on the dryland landscape 
system. Examples given are place specific and accurate.

AO2: The candidate has been awarded Level 3 as they have 
shown a clear understanding of the interdependence of how 
human activities and physical factors influence a dryland 
landscape. They have also discussed how humans can change 
the rate at which physical processes occur by changing the 
equilibrium of the system.  

Whilst there are lots of positive points about this candidates 
answer they can do more to move through Level 3. In the AO1 
section the answer could be further developed and presented 
in a more logical progression. For AO2 the candidate needs to 
fully develop all the points they’ve made, such as explaining 
how tourism has influenced the landscape and what the human 
influences on the Grand Canyon actually are.
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Section B – Earth’s Life Support Systems

Exemplar 1 (Level 2)

Question 4(c)

4 (c) Examine the significance of the role of vegetation in linking the water and carbon cycles. [10]
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Examiner commentary
Candidate has reached Level 2 for both AOs. For AO1, they 
have demonstrated thorough knowledge and understanding 
of the role of vegetation in both cycles. For AO2 they explain 
some aspects of the significance of the role of vegetation in the 
disruption to the cycles through deforestation.

To improve the AO1 section of the answer the candidate could 
discuss different types of vegetation in terms of varying storage 
capacity and also the varying effects water availability in different 
locations will have on the type of vegetation and rates of CO2 
production. For the AO2 section they could discuss more 
examples of changes to the cycles e.g. afforestation and also 
discuss the extent of the relationships on different scales.



Candidate Style Answers

29

A Level Geography

© OCR 2018

Exemplar 2 (Level 2)
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Examiner commentary
Candidate has reached Level 2 for both AOs. For AO1, they have 
demonstrated thorough knowledge of the role of vegetation in 
both cycles. Their AO2 response is weaker, with some discussion 
of disturbance to the cycles through deforestation.

In order to access Level 3 the AO1 answer would benefit from 
further detail in explaining how different types of vegetation 
affect the stores and how this is also affected by the availability 
of water. The AO2 answer needs far more detailed discussion 
on possible disturbances to the cycles on a variety of spatial 
and temporal scales. They should also discuss the extent of the 
relationships for example – the water cycle continues even in 
areas with little or no vegetation.
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Exemplar 1 (AO1 Level 3, AO2 0 marks)

Question 4(d)*

4 (d)* “Human factors affect the water cycle more significantly in the tropical rainforest than in the 
  Arctic tundra”. Discuss.  [16]
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Examiner commentary
AO1: The candidate has been awarded Level 3 as they 
demonstrate comprehensive knowledge of how the water cycle 
is affected by human activity in both areas. 

AO2: The candidate has not responded to this section.

The candidate states themselves that they ran out of time, and so 
more effective time management would be key to improving this 
response. 

A good AO2 response would discuss disturbance of the 
equilibrium and changes to the flows and stores over both 
temporal and spatial scales. It would discuss direct and indirect 
changes due to humans and would be likely to state that these 
variances would be far greater in the rainforests.
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Exemplar 2 (AO1 Level 3, AO2 Level 3)
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Examiner commentary
AO1: The candidate has been awarded Level 3 as they have 
shown comprehensive knowledge and understanding of how 
humans affect the water cycle in both locations. Examples given 
are place specific and accurate.

AO2: The candidate has been awarded Level 3 as they have 
shown a comprehensive application of their knowledge and 
understanding with accurate, detailed and substantial analysis 
and evaluation regarding the different effects humans have on 
the water cycle in the two regions, including the longevity of 
those effects.
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