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Introduction
This resource comprises student answers from the 
Sample Question Paper for H481 Component 03 
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/223028-unit-h481-03-
geographical-debates-sample-assessment-material.pdf 

The sample answers in this resource have been 
extracted from original candidate work to maintain 
their authenticity. They are supported by examiner 
commentary. Please note that this resource is provided 
for advice and guidance only and does not in any way 
constitute an indication of grade boundaries or endorsed 
answers. 

Whilst a senior examiner has provided a possible level 
for each Assessment Objective when marking these 
answers, in a live series the mark a response would get 
depends on the whole process of standardisation, which 
considers the big picture of the year’s scripts. Therefore 
the level awarded here should be considered to be only 
an estimation of what would be awarded. 

How levels and marks correspond to grade boundaries 
depends on the Awarding process that happens after all/ 
most of the scripts are marked and depends on a number 
of factors, including candidate performance across 
the board. Details of this process can be found here: 
http://ocr.org.uk/Images/142042-marking-and-grading-
assuring-ocr-s-accuracy.pdf.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/223028-unit-h481-03-geographical-debates-sample-assessment-material.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/223028-unit-h481-03-geographical-debates-sample-assessment-material.pdf
http://ocr.org.uk/Images/142042-marking-and-grading-assuring-ocr-s-accuracy.pdf
http://ocr.org.uk/Images/142042-marking-and-grading-assuring-ocr-s-accuracy.pdf
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Section B – Synoptic questions
Question 7

Topic 3.2 – Disease Dilemmas

7  ‘It is more challenging to mitigate against communicable diseases in areas with human rights or  
 territorial integrity conflicts.’

 For either human rights conflicts or territorial integrity conflicts, how far do you agree with the  
 statement? 
   [12]

AO1 Level 3, AO2 Level 3
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Examiner commentary
It is encouraging to have evidence that the student is organising 
their thoughts before writing in the form of the plan. In Section 
B in this paper, students can anticipate having about 18 minutes 
to write a response so not too much time should be spent on the 
plan.

The opening sentence gives a clear response to the question, 
something that might be more appropriate as a conclusion 
having offered a balanced discussion first. However, the student 
then heads straight into some relevant material concerning 
polio. The global context is stated clearly and then some analysis 
offered about three countries where territorial integrity conflicts 
have resulted in considerable challenges to dealing with 
polio. (AO1 & AO2) The discussion offers some detail as to how 
conflict can challenge mitigation of disease, ‘…create dangerous 
environments for health workers, displace communities and 
destroy amenities.’ (AO1) The effects of displacement are then 
developed in relation to housing and poor sanitary conditions. 
(AO2) The sentence about polio would be better a little earlier in 
the answer.

The section on the effects of civil wars in Syria and Iraq in 
connection with challenges in mitigating communicable 
disease further strengthens the discussion. The threat to aid and 
health care workers in the context of South Sudan, Nigeria and 
Afghanistan is well applied to the question.  (AO1 & AO2)

Overall this is an encouraging response displaying thorough 
knowledge and understanding, therefore achieving the top 
of level 3. It explicitly addresses the question and supports its 
argument with appropriate exemplification. It might be helpful 
to have communicable diseases defined in an introduction and 
linked to ways in which their spread occurs such as crowded 
living conditions or polluted water supply. These could then have 
been explicitly linked with some of the issues that arise when 
territorial or human rights conflicts occur. An evaluative point 
relevant to this topic is that areas suffering from such conflicts 
are often LIDCs whose capabilities for mitigating communicable 
diseases are very limited even when and where no conflict exists. 
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AO1 Level 2, AO2 Level 2

Question 10 

Topic 3.5 – Hazardous Earth

10  Examine how the risks from tectonic hazards affect place making processes.

   [12]
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Examiner commentary
In this 12 mark question, split evenly between AOs 1 and 2, the 
key characteristic must be an explicit linking of two parts of the 
Specification. In the context of Q10, risks from tectonic hazards 
and place making processes are the two content topics to be 
linked.

The opening paragraph quickly establishes the tectonic hazard 
context and this could have been strengthened simply by 
offering a couple of specific risks, for example “… a number 
of risks (e.g. ground shaking and volcanic ash) that can…”. 
Place making processes is just left as a phrase which should 
have been supported by examples, such as “… affect place 
making processes such as governments attracting FDI or places 
rebranding or regenerating.”

The rest of the response examines links between risk and place 
making in the appropriate context of Christchurch, New Zealand. 
However, this response does not make clear which of the several 
recent earthquakes to strike Christchurch is being referred to. It 
is an indication of secure knowledge when details such as dates 
and damage statistics are given and are accurate.

A focus on one place is a valid approach as long as it can supply 
sufficient material on tectonic risks and place making processes. 
An alternative and equally valid approach is to offer exemplar 
material from two or three places, but to be really effective, 
these should not repeat similar points but examine different 
links between risk and place making. One way of achieving this 
would be to look at risks promoting and hindering place making 
processes.
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The second paragraph introduces the risk of liquefaction linking 
this with damage to sewers and water supply which then led to 
people moving away from the city. Unfortunately, the candidate 
stops there and does not develop the point about short term 
loss of population and businesses. The candidate could have 
discussed the need for post-disaster national and regional 
government agencies to invest in repair of the destroyed water 
infrastructure in order to restore perceptions that Christchurch 
was returning to a functioning city.

A valid place making link is given at the conclusion of the 
third paragraph following some detailed statistical knowledge 
of impacts on Christchurch’s CBD. However, these are less 
convincing as it is not clear which event is being discussed.

The next paragraph has much potential in the context of the 
question. The comment “… just improved with a stronger 
structure in order to preserve the place meaning.” could have 
been so effective had the candidate just gone on to mention 
the importance of heritage in place making, in particular in the 
context of iconic buildings such as the cathedral (the church in 
the centre?).

The conclusion offers another potentially very effective point 
about community following a tectonic hazard event and how 
a sense of place making purpose can arise. This needed to 
be developed further, such as by referring to the land zoning 
that was introduced after the ‘quake allowing relatively rapid 
rebuilding in some locations considered safe, which helped 
Christchurch recover as place where people could live.

Given the relatively short period of time candidates have to 
answer one Section B question, about 18 – 20 minutes, there 
is no need for an introduction nor conclusion of any length. 
The response should flow swiftly and with a sharp focus on 
establishing what the two topic areas are and examine the links 
between them. 

Top of Level 2 for the reasonable knowledge and understanding 
with some development of synoptic links. 
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Topic 3.2 – Disease Dilemmas

13*  Assess the relative importance of social factors influencing the spread of disease.

   [33]

Section C
Question 13* 

AO1 Level 3, AO2 Level 3
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Examiner commentary
The use of a detailed plan is generally an encouraging sign as 
it reflects a considered approach to a question. This particular 
example establishes a set of relevant points to be considered 
although no examples are included in the plan. It is worth even 
the briefest of mentions of examples in a plan so that they are not 
forgotten as the writing of the response unfolds.

This demonstrates thorough knowledge and understanding of 
factors influencing the spread of disease. There is some place-
specific material but this is an area that could be strengthened 
and in so doing result in a more convincing discussion. (AO1) 
The application of knowledge and understanding is generally 
thorough so that a clear and developed analysis emerges. 
The evaluation is thoughtful and leads to generally secure 
judgements, aided by the use of a strong structure including 
paragraphs.

The introduction is fine but perhaps could have included a little 
more such as stating what is meant by the term ‘…epidemiology 
of a disease…’ as well offering a couple of examples of social 
factors.

The main body of the response starts by considering access to 
clean water and effective sanitation as important social factors. 

The roles these factors play are sensibly examined and a strong 
case made for their importance. (AO1) The example of cholera 
had much potential but its only real world reference was in the 
context of the aftermath of the Haitian earthquake when several 
influential factors were involved. Perhaps more effective analysis 
would have emerged by looking at the global pattern of cholera. 
(AO2)

The role of education was then introduced and was placed in 
the context of disease identification and appropriate responses 
thereafter. Support came from the example from Ghana of a grass 
roots strategy to deal with the Guinea worm. The importance of 
female involvement was mentioned but to demonstrate a higher 
level of analysis this could have involved the key detail of their 
role in sourcing drinking water. (AO2)

The response then moves into a section that is sharply focused 
on evaluation. It considers the role that non-social factors can 
have such as economic – linked with the level of development 
of a country. The ability to provide services such as health care, 
education and clean water and effective sewerage is highlighted. 
The valuable point is made of the inter-relationship of social and 
economic factors but needs more detailed development. (AO1 & 
AO2)
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The penultimate paragraph draws attention to the role 
environmental factors can play in the spread of communicable 
disease. Climate in terms of humidity is quoted with the example 
of dengue fever in the south Pacific but this is not developed in 
detail. (AO1 & AO2)

The conclusion draws the response to a close by referring back to 
the question and offering a judgement.

AO1 is Level 3 while AO2 also lies in Level 3. The inclusion of more 
detailed analysis and convincing exemplification would lift this 
response higher. The fundamental structure is there, it just needs 
further development.
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14*  ‘Increased global mobility is the most important influence on the spread of communicable diseases.’ 
 How far do you agree with this statement [33]

Question 14*

AO1 Level 3, AO2 Level 3
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Examiner commentary
This is an interesting response. It begins with a very detailed plan, 
not all of which finds its way into the actual discussion. While 
the plan is impressive, and it is always good to see evidence of a 
plan, perhaps the student spent too long producing this at the 
expense of writing the response. Nevertheless, the overall effect is 
to offer an encouraging debate that offers thorough knowledge 
and understanding of the spread of communicable disease and 
of the role global mobility can play in it. (AO1) There is thorough 
application of that knowledge and understanding to an analysis 
and evaluation of global mobility and some other factors 
affecting the spread of communicable diseases. (AO2)

The introductory paragraph offers a definition of terms which is 
an entirely appropriate way to start. The definition offered here 
is fine although a little more detail would be helpful such as 
indirect contact (coughing) can spread communicable diseases 
for example tuberculosis. There is also the possibility of spread 
from animal to human such as rabies. The acknowledgement of 
the variety of influences on the spread of communicable disease 
is a useful steer as to the direction of the discussion, something 
which the plan indicates. (AO1)

The first main paragraph heads straight into dealing with the 
assertion of the question and explicitly discusses global mobility. 
The response is confident in its knowledge and understanding 
of the reasons for increased global mobility and the addition 
of just a figure highlighting this, such as the growth in number 
of international tourists over the past few decades, would 

have made this very convincing. The response showed good 
understanding of the concept of relocation diffusion with 
suitable support from an example.  (AO1) The use of the phrase, 
‘On the other hand…’ indicates evaluation and led to a helpful 
comment about the positive effect of increased global mobility. 
(AO2) Here a detailed example would have helped the point be 
made with even greater conviction.

The response then began its factor-led assessment of factors 
other than increased global mobility that influence the spread 
of communicable diseases. (AO1 & AO2) Climate change, 
physical barriers and technology were discussed, each having 
their own paragraph which helped the discussion proceed 
with clarity. Of these three factors, only climate change had 
sufficient exemplification with useful material on the relationship 
between climate change, temperature, flooding and water-borne 
pathogens. (AO1) It may be that as time was running out, due to 
too long spent on the plan, discussion was cut short. That said, 
the generic points were made well.

The conclusion offers a definitive assessment which has some 
merit but requires more detailed and authoritative support in the 
main body of the response.

Level 3 for AO1 and AO2.
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Topic 3.5 – Hazardous Earth

19*  Assess the importance of governments in reducing the risks of tectonic hazards over time.

   [33]

Question 19* 

AO1 Level 3, AO2 Level 4
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Examiner commentary
This is a very encouraging response. Fluent, structured 
appropriately and focused on the actual question throughout. 
Knowledge and understanding of both tectonic hazards and a 
variety of government responses is generally comprehensive 
(AO1). The student mostly sustains a clear analysis that is 
developed and convincing with detailed evaluation offering 
secure judgements. (AO2)

The response opens with an acknowledgement of the ‘…
varying roles…’ governments may have in reducing risks from 
tectonic hazards. This is set within the context of three areas of 
hazard modification, event, vulnerability and loss. The use of the 
phrase ‘relative importance’ in connection with governments is 
a strong indication of an evaluative approach reinforced by a list 
of factors to be considered such as type of hazard and level of 
development of a country.

The section focused on capacity to modify the event uses the 
example of Japan in connection with the Great East Japan 
Earthquake of March 2011. There is misunderstanding concerning 
the phrase ‘modify the event’, which refers to the actual geo-
physical event such as earthquake or volcano. (AO1) There was no 

modification of this earthquake. The analysis that this earthquake 
was of such a high magnitude that even the best efforts to 
mitigate against effects such as ground-shaking and liquefaction 
were not that successful is valid but only up to a point. The 
principal cause of loss of human life (90% of deaths) and damage 
to infrastructure and buildings was the tsunami which is not 
mentioned. The over-topping of the tsunami wall due to land 
subsidence along the coast, the height of the tsunami wave and 
the distance inland travelled by the high-energy water are all 
important factors to be made about the magnitude of the event. 
The discussion compares Japan to Haiti’s earthquake of 2010. The 
latter example is used to make the valid point about the level 
of development of a country directly affecting the resourcing 
a government is able to offer hazard mitigation. By way of 
evaluation, the response points out that even an AC such as Italy 
can have ‘…poor mitigation strategies…’ and thus tectonic risks 
remain high for the people. (AO2)

The response then moves to considering risks from volcanic 
eruptions, using Monserrat and Italy for exemplification. In the 
latter example, the response correctly identifies the halting and 
diversion of lava flows as examples of modifying the event. (AO1) 
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Analysis and evaluation are also offered with comments about 
how physical factors, such as type of eruption, influencing how 
well risks can be reduced. (AO2)

The section of modifying vulnerability through preparedness 
is effective. Both engineering and community training and 
planning are discussed as well monitoring the geo-physical 
evidence of an event beginning to occur. It is in this section that 
good use is made of the impact of the tsunami following the 
earthquake in 2011 in north-east Japan. (AO1) Factors such as 
time of day and depth of focus of an earthquake and people’s 
willingness to take official advice are also effectively advanced as 
factors influencing vulnerability. (AO2)

The section on governments modifying losses is the most 
successful of the responses. In this substantial knowledge and 
authoritative understanding, analysis and evaluation are offered. 
(AO1 & AO2)

The conclusion rounds off the response effectively with a clear 
focus on the question. AO1 is Level 3 while AO2 is Level 4.
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20*  ‘Earthquakes generate only local hazards.’ Discuss.

   [33]

Question 20* 

AO1 Level 2, A02 Level 1
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Examiner commentary
This response is written in full prose, has a structure that is 
supported by the use of paragraphs, although some of these 
need sub-dividing and offers a degree of reasoning focused on 
the question.

Overall, the student has offered some reasonable knowledge 
and understanding of the hazards earthquakes can generate 
(AO1). The place-specific detail is however, neither substantial 
nor authoritative and therefore does not provide a good level 
of support for the arguments put forward. There is an attempt 
to apply knowledge and understanding and so offer an analysis 
of the tendency of earthquakes to generate only local hazards 
but this does not move beyond ‘reasonable’ in places. (AO2) 
Evaluation is not as strong as responses in this section are 
required to be. (AO2)

The introductory paragraph has potential but presents some 
vague statements. Just a couple of examples of primary and 
secondary hazards would have helped start the discussion off 
with greater conviction. The final sentence attempting to define 
‘local’ seems as if it was an afterthought and is unhelpful as 
expressed.

The second paragraph moves into looking at a type of hazard 
earthquakes can generate, namely liquefaction. The student 
understands what this process involves but not completely as 
no mention is made of the type of surface material subject to 
liquefaction, such as fine-grained sands and alluvium sediments. 
(AO1) The reference to strength of earthquake and proximity to 
focus (not defined) is not particularly convincing as no reference 
is made to depth of focus which is an important factor. (AO2)

The same paragraph then moves on to consider tsunamis as 
an example counter to the ‘local’ hazard of liquefaction. The 
student does indicate that they have some understanding of the 
significant widespread impacts tsunami can have, ‘…as it [the 
tsunami] spread across the Indian Ocean therefore making this 
[Boxing Day, 2004] an international hazard.’ (AO2) However, much 
more secure factual detail (AO1) is required for this point to be 
really analytical.

Continuing in the same paragraph and with a point that is 
attempting some analysis, the response introduces landslides as 
a hazard type that is not local. This hazard is closely associated 
with ground shaking which the response does not mention 
and which offers potential for analysis and evaluation. Ground 
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shaking decreases with distance from the epicentre although the 
factor of geology is important. Knowledge and understanding 
of the consequences of landslides was not evident and would 
have given this section of the response authority. For example, 
landslides in upland areas such as the Himalayas which are 
referred to in this response, can block a river creating a temporary 
lake. If the natural dam breaks, then a mass of high energy water 
flows downstream and can be a very serious hazard for people 
some distance away.

An interesting short section is then introduced about an 
earthquake offering both negative and positive impacts. The 
link suggested between surface faulting and accessibility of 
minerals is not particularly persuasive as mineral prospecting and 
exploitation was occurring before the earthquake. Additionally, 
factors such as world mineral prices and politics both within 
Haiti and the USA are more significant in determining the level 
of mining activity. The point made in the final sentence of this 
section is unconvincing.

The next paragraph starts off by suggesting that aid donors 
to locations suffering from the effects of an earthquake will 
experience budget deficits and that this will lead to international 
hazards. The discussion then moves into considering how well 
a country might recover and links this to an ability to attract 
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI). Here, the response has lost its 
focus on the question.

A sharper focus might have been regained with the material on 
earthquake magnitude. This has much potential in the context 
of the actual question but the student does not exploit this. 
Rather, the factual content indicates inaccurate knowledge of the 
structure of the Earth.

There is just enough knowledge and understanding for Level 
2 in AO1 but its simple analysis and limited accuracy of how 
earthquakes generate hazards at a variety of scales leaves this 
response in Level 1 in AO2.
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