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INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES
Write your name, centre number and candidate number in the 
boxes on the first page. Please write clearly and in capital letters.
Use black ink. HB pencil may be used for graphs and diagrams 
only.
Answer ALL the questions.
Read each question carefully. Make sure you know what you 
have to do before starting your answer.
Write your answer to each question in the space provided. If 
additional space is required, you should use the lined page(s) at 
the end of this booklet. The question number(s) must be clearly 
shown.

INFORMATION FOR CANDIDATES
The number of marks is given in brackets [ ] at the end of each 
question or part question.
The total number of marks for this paper is 40.
Any blank pages are indicated.
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Answer ALL the questions.

SECTION A – Planning, Doing and Analysing Research

THE SOURCE

A psychology student wanted to investigate whether there 
are gender differences in obeying instructions. On the 
morning of the observation, she placed a box outside the 
library in her school. Written on the box was the instruction ‘Do 
not peek inside’. The psychologist watched from a distance 
and counted the number of males and females who disobeyed 
the instruction and looked inside the box.

The results are displayed in the table below.

Table 1
Total number of people who obeyed and disobeyed the 
instruction.

Disobeyed Obeyed
Males 41 11

Females 18 58

1 Give the aim of the study in the source.

 ____________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________ [1]

2 The psychology student formulated a null hypothesis for the 
study.

 State what is meant by a null hypothesis.

 ____________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________ [1]
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3 Identify the target population in this study.

 ____________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________ [1]

4 (a) Complete the table below to show the types of 
observation the psychologist used in this study.  [2]

Type of observation used Example
The participants did not know 
that they were being observed 
by the psychologist.
The psychologist observed the 
behaviour from a distance.

 (b) Describe ONE disadvantage of EITHER type of 
observation used in the study.

 _________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________ [2]
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5 The psychologist kept the box in the same place throughout 
the observation.

 Explain why she did this.

 ____________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________ [2]

6 State why the findings of the study are examples of 
quantitative data.

 ____________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________ [1]



6

7 (a) Using the table in the source, give the total number of 
males who looked inside the box.

 _______________________________________________ [1]

 (b) Identify ONE type of graph that could be used to present 
the data.

 _______________________________________________ [1]

 (c) Using the table in the source, describe the findings from 
the study.

 _________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________ [2]

8 Ecological validity is important in psychological research.

 Explain why the study in the source may have LOW 
ecological validity.

 ____________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________ [2]
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9 The observer effect can be a problem in observations.

 Outline why the observer effect is not likely to have occurred 
in this study.

 ____________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________ [2]

10 Inter-rater reliability is often used in observations.

 From the list below, identify the correct definition of inter-
rater reliability. Show your answer by ticking ONE box.

 More than one researcher agrees on what 
they are observing          

 More than one researcher designs the 
observation            

 More than one participant takes part in the 
observation             [1]
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11 The study in the source used observation to investigate 
obedience but it has also been investigated using 
experiments and correlations.

 Explain ONE way in which experiments and correlations are 
different.

 ____________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________ [2]

12 (a) State what is meant by gender bias. 

 _________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________ [1]

 (b) Explain how gender bias may be a problem in 
psychological research.

 _________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________ [2]

 (c) Give ONE other type of bias that may occur in 
psychological research.

 _______________________________________________ [1]
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SECTION B – Planning an Investigation

You have been asked to carry out interviews to investigate 
the effects of watching television programmes on mood. The 
theory is that people’s mood (e.g. how sad, happy, anxious, etc. 
they are) will vary with the types of television programmes they 
watch.

Use this space to plan your investigation

13 (a) State an alternate hypothesis for your investigation.

 _________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________ [2]
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 (b) (i) Identify the sample you would use for your 
investigation.

 ______________________________________________

 ____________________________________________ [1]

  (ii) Explain how you would obtain the sample for your 
investigation.

 ______________________________________________

 ______________________________________________

 ______________________________________________

 ____________________________________________ [2]

 (c) (i) Give ONE example of a question you would ask in 
your interviews.

 ______________________________________________

 ____________________________________________ [1]

  (ii) Explain why you would use this type of question in 
your interviews.

 ______________________________________________

 ______________________________________________

 ______________________________________________

 ______________________________________________

 ____________________________________________ [2]
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 (d) Briefly outline how you would carry out your interviews to 
investigate the effects of watching television programmes 
on mood.

 _________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________ [3]

 (e) Describe ONE weakness of using the interview method 
for your investigation.

 _________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________ [2]
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 (f) Outline how you would analyse the data you collect from 
your interviews.

 _________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________ [2]

END OF QUESTION PAPER
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ADDITIONAL ANSWER SPACE

If additional space is required, you should use the following 
lined page(s). The question number(s) must be clearly shown in 
the margin(s).
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