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SECTION A – Unprepared Translation, Comprehension and Composition

Questions 1–2

Answer both questions in this Section.

Question 1 consists of:

   Unprepared translation  [14 marks]

 and  Comprehension  [17 marks]

 and   Pointing  [4 marks]

Question 2 consists of:

   A short passage requiring translation from English into pointed Biblical Hebrew. 
 [15 marks]
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SECTION A – Unprepared Translation, Comprehension and Composition

Question 1 

Read the following passages. Answer in English the questions that follow. 

Background: 

The prophet Malachi rebukes Israel and shows them the error of their ways.

line number

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

Malachi 1:1–14 



5

Turn over© OCR 2017

Vocabulary Assistance

jackals

root  poor

root  – sicken

from  governor

root:  tired; here: bother, burden

root  – say

 (a) 
 
(line 1)  – how does G-d show this? Give two points.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [2]

 (b) The phrase  is used in lines 1–2 and line 8 and line 9.

  (i) Compare the uses of the phrase. 

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................... [1]

  (ii) Contrast the uses of the phrase.

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................... [1]

 (c) Account for the vowelling of the  of the word  in line 9. Give two points.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [2]
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 (d) What literary styles does the prophet use to emphasise his point (lines 1–9)? 
  Give two different styles and explain. 

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [4]

 (e) Show how the phrase  (line 11) sums up the complaints of the 
prophet in this passage. Give four points.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [4]
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 (f) Translate the following text into English.

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ............................................................................................................................................ [14]
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 (g) (i) What name is given to the dagesh in the word  (line 12)?

 ...................................................................................................................................... [1]

  (ii) What is the conjugation of  (line 12)?

 ...................................................................................................................................... [1]

  (iii) What is the conjugation of  (line 15)?

 ...................................................................................................................................... [1]

 (h) Point the following text. Do not point the Divine name.  [4] 

Isaiah 1:10–11 
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Question 2

Translate the following into pointed Biblical Hebrew.  [15]

When the Angel of Death saw Moses, the Angel started to tremble, and was unable to speak to Moses 
until Moses said to him, “ ‘There is no peace for the wicked’, said G-d, ‘what are you doing here?’ ” He 
replied to him “I have come to take your soul”. Moses said to the Angel “Who sent you?” The Angel 
replied, “The One Who created all the creatures”. Moses replied “You will not take my soul!” Said 
the Angel “All those who come into this world are given into my power”. Moses replied “I have more 
strength than all those that came into this world.” 

From Midrash Deuteronomy 

10 marks for the accurate application of the rules of vowelling of 
Biblical Hebrew and 5 marks for appreciation of idiom and style.
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..................................................................................................................................................................
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SECTION B – Literature

Questions 3–8

Answer three questions from this section.

Comprehension Questions (Questions 3, 4 and 5)

Answer any two Comprehension questions.

 Question 3:  Samuel  starting on page 13  [20 marks]

 Question 4:  Psalms  starting on page 16  [20 marks]

 Question 5:  Ezra/Chaggai/Zechariah  starting on page 19 [20 marks]

Essay Questions (Questions 6, 7 and 8)

Answer one Essay question.

You are advised to restrict your response to approximately 500 words.

The maximum mark for each essay question is 10 marks.
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SECTION B – Literature 

Comprehension Questions

Answer two questions from this part of Section B. 

Question 3

Read the following passages. Answer in English the questions that follow. 

line number

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

2 Samuel 1: 4–10, 17–23

 (a) Where is David at this time? 

 .............................................................................................................................................. [1]

 (b) The word  (line 7) is an unusual word. Give two meanings. At least one of them should 
make reference to the derivation of the word.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [4]
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 (c) There is an apparent contradiction between the content of line 8 and the content earlier in the 
set texts. 

  (i) What is the contradiction?

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................... [2] 

  (ii) How may it be resolved? Give two points. 

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................... [2]

 (d) (i) What is unusual about the vowelling of the first  of  (line 8)?

   Give two points.

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................... [2]

  (ii) Suggest a reason for the vowelling.

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................... [2]

 (e)  (line 11):

  (i) What does the word  refer to?

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................... [1]

  (ii) What is the ?

 ...................................................................................................................................... [1]
 
  (iii) Why is this title appropriate?

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................... [1] 
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 (f) Give the meaning of the phrase

  (lines 14–15).
 
  Give two points. Do not just translate.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [2] 

 (g) Translate: 

15

16

17

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [2] 
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Question 4 

Read the following passages. Answer in English the questions that follow. 

line number

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

Psalms 27:1–14 

 (a) Give two themes of this psalm. 

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [2] 

 (b)  (line 1):

  Explain the imagery of the word  giving two points.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [2]

 (c) Account for the komatz under the  of  (line 2). 

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [1]

 (d) Account for the gender of the word  (line 3). Give two points.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [2]
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 (e)  and  (line 5):

  (i) Give one point of parallelism in the phrases. 

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................... [1] 

  (ii) Explain the imagery of the  and the .

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................... [2]

  (iii) Contrast these phrases with the last phrase of the verse  (lines 5–6).

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................... [2]
 
 (f) Explain the phrase

 
 (line 6) giving two points.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [2]

 (g)  Account for the vowelling under the second  in the word
 

 (line 8).

  Give two points.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [2]
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 (h) Translate:

10

11

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [2]

 (i) (i) What is the root / shoresh of  (line 10)?

 ...................................................................................................................................... [1]

  (ii) What is the conjugation / binyan of  (line 10)?

 ...................................................................................................................................... [1]
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Question 5 

Read the following passage. Answer in English the questions that follow. 

line number

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

Ezra 1: 1–11

 (a)  (line 1):

  To what prophecy does this refer? 

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [1] 

 (b) Show how the letters of the name Koresh relate to his character. 

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [2]

 (c) In what two ways did Cyrus / Koresh send a message across the kingdom (line 2)?

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [2]
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 (d) Contrast Cyrus / Koresh and Nebuchadnezzar / Nevuchadnezzar in two ways. 

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [2]

 (e) Translate: 

13

14

15

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [2]

 (f)  Two groups are mentioned in lines 10–11. 

  Give the difference between these two groups of people.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [2] 

 (g) Give the derivation of the word  (line 15).

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [2]
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19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Zechariah 7:1–6 

 (h) What is the question in line 22? Give two points.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [2] 

 (i)  What situation prompts the question? Give two points. 

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [2]
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 (j) How does the prophet express the concerns of G-d (lines 24–25)?

  Give two points. 

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [2]

 (k) Give any unusual feature of  (line 24). 

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [1] 
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Essay Questions

Answer one question from this part of Section B.

You should restrict your response to approximately 500 words.

You are advised that no more than five areas of discussion are expected in this essay.

Question 6

How does David show leadership in 1 Samuel 25–27, 29-31 and 2 Samuel 1? [10]

Question 7

From your reading of Psalms 19–28, discuss how the Psalmist sees G-d as Master of the world.  [10]  

Question 8

Describe the prophet’s vision of the future as given in Zechariah 7–10.  [10] 
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Tick the box next to the question you have selected to answer.

  Question 6         Question 7         Question 8

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................
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..................................................................................................................................................................
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..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................
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..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................
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END OF QUESTION PAPER
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