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SECTION A – NON-FICTION AND MEDIA
Question 1

Fortune-telling fish

CRITERIA
Candidates should demonstrate that they can:
Read and understand texts, selecting material appropriate to purpose, collating from different sources (AO2 i)
Question
1
a
i

Indicative Content
From your reading of paragraph one, (beginning
‘On 13 October 2013,…’) write down TWO facts
about where the first oarfish was found.

Marks
Guidance
2
There is no premium on own words in this answer.
Selective copying is acceptable.
Verbatim copying of the sentence beginning ‘On 13
October, marine biologist…’ is not acceptable.

Award one mark for each of the following up to a
maximum of two:

This is a test of reading – so ignore spelling errors.
 at Toyon Bay
 (off/near) Santa Catalina (Island)
 (off/near/close to/by) the coast of
California/Californian coast
 (lying on) the seabed
 30ft down
 people go snorkeling there.

Tick correct answers.
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ii

From your reading of paragraph one, (beginning
‘On 13 October 2013,…’) write down ONE word
that tells you that Jasmine and her friends found
the first oarfish very heavy.

1
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Verbatim copying of the sentence beginning ‘With
the help…’ is not acceptable.
This is a test of reading – so ignore spelling errors.

Award one mark for the following (however
expressed):

Tick correct answer.

 hauled.
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From your reading of paragraph one (beginning
‘On 13 October 2013…’) write down ONE thing
that the two dead oarfish had in common.

1

c

This is a test of reading – so ignore spelling errors.
Tick correct answers.

From your reading of paragraph one (beginning
‘On 13 October 2013,…) write down TWO other
facts about the body of the second oarfish that
was found.

2

There is no premium on own words in this answer.
Selective copying is acceptable.
Verbatim copying of the sentence beginning ‘Then
on 18 October, another…’ is not acceptable.

Award one mark for each of the following (however
expressed) up to a maximum of two:





There is no premium on own words in this answer.
Selective copying is acceptable.
Copying the sentence beginning ‘Neither corpse…’
is acceptable.

Award one mark for one of the following (however
expressed):
 neither corpse showed any signs of injury
(or disease)
 neither corpse showed any signs of (injury
or) disease
 no signs of injury (or disease)
 found at/near Santa Catalina (Island)
 both fish (very) long.
1
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This is a test of reading – so ignore spelling errors.
Tick correct answers.

15ft long
6ft long ovaries (full of eggs)
ovaries full of eggs
found on a beach / south of Santa Catalina /
near Oceanside.

Do not award a point made correctly for Q1b.

5
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Re-read the passage, from paragraph two to the
end.
Using your own words as far as possible, outline
the unusual things that you learn about oarfish in
the article.
Candidates may refer to some of the following
points:
1. Dive to 3000ft / great depths
2. Oarfish are rarely seen
3. Oarfish are largely unstudied
4. The longest bony fish (in the world)
5. (At least) 30 feet long
6. Weigh up to a quarter of a ton / 254 kg
7. They swim vertically
8. They look fierce but they are docile
9. Bodies are knife-shaped
10. They have huge eyes
11. Probably account for many (sea) serpent legends
12. Suspended vertically with their heads up
13. (Capacity to) change gender
14. Between 10 and 20 oarfish found dead in the year
leading up to the Tohoku earthquake
15. (It’s believed that) oarfish rise to the surface (of
the sea) before an earthquake
16. The day after the second oarfish was found in
California there was an earthquake
17. (Theoretically) possible that oarfish may die / rise
to the surface before an earthquake
18. …due to chemical reactions / carbon monoxide
released before an earthquake

6
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NOTES
Features of higher band responses (Band 4 and
above) are likely to show:
 clear focus on task
 effective organisation of points
 ability to express points in own words (where
possible).
Medium band responses (Band 5 and 6) are likely to
show evidence that the task has been understood. In
Band 6, points are likely to be listed mechanically
without a clear focus on the question and with some
lifting. ‘Mechanical’ responses include those which
follow the passage closely, perhaps altering the
occasional word or inverting sentence structures.
Lower band responses (Bands 7 and 8) may make a
good number of points but lift the material,
sometimes indiscriminately – or they may be very
brief, under-developed answers.
INSTRUCTIONS
This answer is not marked per point. Use the band
descriptors and practice scripts to arrive at your
mark.
Disregard any points in 1a, 1b or 1c.
Use the following annotations to help you arrive at
your mark:
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Question 2 Monster Rabbit Stalks U.K. Village (But No Sign of Wallace or Gromit)
CRITERIA
Candidates should demonstrate that they can:
 Explain and evaluate how writers use presentational features to achieve effects and engage and influence the reader (AO2 iii)
Question
2
(a)

Indicative Content
Marks
Guidance
How do the pictures contribute to the effect of the
6
NOTES
magazine article on the reader?
Features of higher band answers are likely to be:
 identification of specific pictures and details in the
Higher Band responses [Bands 4 and above] are
pictures
likely to identify particular pictures and/or aspects of
 analytical comment on the effect of the
the pictures and make reasonably sustained
pictures/aspects identified.
comments about the effects on the reader. At the top
end, there will be clear evidence that specific effects
It is possible for concise answers demonstrating these
of these presentational features are being analysed
qualities to score highly. It is important not to overrather than described or merely listed. They are also
reward long answers which identify features or which
likely to comment on the choice of humorous images
offer only generalised comment.
from the film that are used in the article, and the fact
that a photograph of a real rabbit is used too.
INSTRUCTIONS
Use the band descriptors and practice scripts to arrive at
Middle Band responses (Bands 5 and 6) are likely to
your mark.
be characterised by a general awareness of the
effects of the pictures, and by a descriptive rather
Do not reward generic comments that could be true of
than analytical approach. Examples at this level may
any media text: e.g. ‘the picture is colourful and draws
be simply listed and amount to little more than
you in’.
feature-spotting, with some basic and generalised
comment.
Do not credit comments about the main body of the text,
which is the focus of Question 2 (b)
Lower Band responses (Bands 7 and below) are
9
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likely to show only a rudimentary understanding of
the effects of the pictures. Comments on
presentation are likely to be basic and generalised, at
the level of spotting more obvious features such as
use of bold text and colourful pictures.

10

June 2017

A633/01

Question
2
(b)

Mark Scheme

Indicative Content
How does the writer of the magazine article make
the story entertaining for the reader?
In your answer, write about:
 some of the words and phrases used by the
writer and the people quoted in the article.

June 2017

Marks
Guidance
14
NOTES
Features of higher band answers are likely to be:
 identification of specific information and
language points
 analytical comments on the effects of the points
identified
Good quality comment on the effects of specific
words and phrases is a discriminator for this task.
Answers lacking comment on language points should
not be marked higher than Band 5.

 information given in the article
INSTRUCTIONS
Use the band descriptors and practice scripts to arrive
at your mark.

Do NOT write about the headline and
photographs in your answer.
Higher Band responses [Band 4 and above] are
likely to identify clearly the style of the magazine
article and the entertaining tone of much of the
language. Candidates are likely to focus on the
effects of the language used to describe the size of
the rabbit: ‘dog-size bunny’; ‘giant breed’; ‘footprints
bigger than a deers’ and/or the words/phrases used
to exaggerate the danger posed by the rabbit: ‘laying
waste’; ‘trail of destroyed carrots’; ‘night-time raids’;
‘brute of a thing’; ‘shoot to kill’. Candidates may also
note the technical language used and its effect:
‘British giant’; ‘Flemish giant’; ‘interbreed with native
populations’. Candidates may note the effects of the
reference to ‘The Curse of the Were-Rabbit’ film.
11

Do not over-reward answers that adopt an overly
descriptive approach.
Do not award comments about headline and
photographs.
Comments on the sub-heads are acceptable.
Use the following annotation to help you arrive at your
mark:
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Middle Band responses [Bands 5 and 6] are likely to
be characterised by a general awareness of the
overall purpose of the article and its impact, and by a
descriptive rather than analytical approach. For
example, they may mention the adjectives used to
describe the rabbit but not their effect; or they might
‘spot’ hyperbole but not mention its effect on the
reader. Quotations at this level may be simply listed
and/or excessive in length. Where comments on
language exist, they are likely to be generalised
and/or repetitive. Language features may be logged,
sometimes incorrectly or vaguely (e.g. ‘the article
uses strong words’ or ‘draws you in’ and ‘makes you
feel as if you are there’).
Lower Band [Bands 7 and below] responses are
likely to show only a rudimentary understanding of
the purpose of the article. Comments on language
are likely to be basic, generalised and in some cases
erroneous. Responses may be characterised by
much lifting/copying of points and/or listing of
quotations without comment or explanation. At the
bottom end, there will be considerable
misunderstanding of both task and text.
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SECTION B: WRITING
Candidates answer EITHER 3 or 4
CRITERIA
Candidates should demonstrate that they can:
 Write to communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, using and adapting forms and selecting vocabulary appropriate to
task and purpose in ways that engage the reader
(AO3 i)
 Organise information and ideas into structured and sequenced sentences, paragraphs and whole texts, using a variety of
linguistic and structural features to support cohesion and overall coherence.
(AO3 ii)
 Use a range of sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate punctuation and spelling
(AO3 iii)
Question
3

Indicative Content

Marks
Guidance
40
NOTES
Length in itself is not a criterion. Short answers may
be self-penalising in terms of the marking criteria (e.g.
control, development of ideas, structure,
paragraphing, variety of sentence structures) – but
may well demonstrate significant qualities.

You have read an article in your local newspaper
about a strange beast that has been seen several
times in your neighbourhood.
You think that you may have seen this beast too.
Write a letter to the newspaper describing your
experience.

However, very short answers (fewer than 50 words)
should not normally by marked higher than Band 7 for
either of the two marks for Writing. For AO3(iii), there
will not be sufficient evidence of correct spelling and
punctuation or of a variety of sentence structures.

Candidates have a clearly specified form, purpose
and audience.

14
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The writing should be engaging and there will be, for
the higher bands, some evidence of crafting the letter
to create specific effects.
4
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INSTRUCTIONS
Use the band descriptors and practice scripts to arrive
at your mark.
40

‘Being a teenager is not about fitting in. It is
about being different!’

Award two marks: one for AO3(i)(ii); another for
AO3(iii)
Use the following annotations to help you arrive at
your marks:

Write your views.
Candidates respond to a prompt.
They are free to take whatever line they choose.
Stronger responses will show some appreciation of
the need to shape material consciously in order to
engage the interest of readers.

Note: If the candidate has answered Question 4, click on ‘No Response’ for both Question 3 writing elements. Then proceed
to annotating / marking Question 4.
If the candidate has answered Question 3, annotate / mark this question and input the two separate marks. Then click on ‘No
Response’ for both Question 4 writing elements.
Generic Marking Criteria for Section B: Writing
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