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1 The Vikings in Europe 790s–1066

Reasons for raiding and invading

 Read the interpretation and Sources 1–7, then answer questions (a) and (b). Remember not to 
simply take the sources at face value. Use your own knowledge of the period to interpret and 
evaluate them.

 Interpretation: Greed for gold caused Vikings to raid and invade. 

 (a) Explain how far Sources 1–7 support this interpretation. You may, if you wish, amend the 
interpretation or suggest a different interpretation. If you do this you must use the sources to 
support the changes you make. [35] 

 (b) Explain how these sources are both useful and raise problems and issues for a historian 
using them. [15]

Source 1: Descriptions of the Vikings in England.

865. This year the heathen army sat in the Isle of Thanet made peace with the men of Kent, who 
promised money. Under cover of the peace and the promise of money, the heathen army stole away 
in the night and overran Kent eastward for they knew they would seize more money by secret plunder 
than by peace.

878. This year about mid-winter, after twelfth-night, the Danish army stole out to Chippenham, and 
rode over the land of the West-Saxons; where they settled, and drove many of the people over seas; 
and of the rest the greatest part they rode down, and subdued to their will. 

Extracts from the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle by English scribes. This part of the Chronicle was probably 
written around 900.

Source 2: A description of Norway.

He said that the land of the Norwegians was very long and very narrow. All that they can graze or 
plough lies by the sea, and even that is very rocky in some places. To the east, and alongside the 
cultivated land, lie wild mountains. The worked land is broadest in the south, and the further north you 
go the narrower it becomes. In the south it may be sixty miles across or more; in the middle thirty or 
more; and in the north, he said, where it is narrowest, it may be three miles. 

From Ohthere of Halogaland’s account to King Alfred in the late-ninth century. Ohthere was a 
Norwegian traveller. This account was written down around 900.
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Source 3: A photograph of a hoard of gold. 

The Hoen Treasure, a hoard of gold, including Arabic coins and objects from  
Britain and other parts of Europe, found in a ninth-century Viking grave in Norway.  

It is now in the Museum of Cultural History in Oslo.

Source 4: A Viking king calls up an invasion force, c.1010 AD.

So King Svein Forkbeard of Denmark, strengthened by his council of ministers and trusting in the 
loyalty of his army, commanded a great fleet to be made ready and the whole of the Danish militia from 
every region to be given notice to muster under arms on the appointed day to hear his royal pleasure 
and to carry out most faithfully whatsoever they were ordered to do. Couriers had soon covered the 
whole area of the province at their lord’s command, and made it abundantly clear to the people that 
no man should fail in his duty. Every fighting-man in the land must either incur the king’s wrath or 
rush forward at his bidding. Then what? They joined up without hesitation. Equipped with weapons 
of war they were presented by platoons to their king, clearly ready for danger and death if only they 
could fulfil their lord’s wishes. And the king, seeing the huge multitude, ordered heralds to make his 
wishes known: that he intended to fit out a fleet against the English and to subject all that country to his 
authority by force or by stratagem.

From a text written by a monk in Flanders (now part of Belgium)  
in the first half of the eleventh century.

TURN OVER FOR SOURCES 5–7.
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Source 5: Inscription on a Viking rune-stone.

Tola had this stone put up for his son Harald, Yngvar’s brother. 
Like men they journeyed for distant gold 
And in the east they fed the eagle 
In the south they died, in Serkland.

Runic inscription on a stone found in Sweden dating from the first half of the eleventh century.

Source 6: Account of a Viking king’s activities in the 1030s.

Harald Hardrada, King of Norway, spent several years in Africa and garnered there an immense hoard 
of money, gold and treasure of all kinds. All the booty he did not require for expenses he used to send 
by his own reliable messengers to Novgorod into the safe keeping of King Jaroslav.

In this way Harald amassed a vast hoard of wealth – not surprisingly, considering that he had been 
plundering in the richest parts of the world where gold and treasure are the most plentiful, and 
considering the scale of his achievements there: it has already been stated in all truth that he conquered 
eighty towns.

From King Harald’s Saga written by the Icelandic historian, Snorri Sturluson, in about 1230.

Source 7: An account of the Vikings.

To understand the basic reason that drove Vikings to cross the sea to England one has to return to 
internal developments in ninth-century Denmark. A number of recent excavations of Viking Age villages 
have revealed the emergence of magnate farms, or large privately owned estates, at about this time. 
Whereas land had previously been held by a family group or tribe, now it was owned and inherited by 
individuals. 

The Viking raids are therefore symptomatic of increased competition between the elite groups. 
With estates being passed to eldest sons and distributed by rulers to their followers, there would be 
increasingly less land to go round in Scandinavia. To maintain the system expansion was essential, 
and the easiest way to expand was overseas, where land, wealth and prestige could all be sought.

From a history book, written by an archaeologist, published in 1991.
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2    The Italian Renaissance c.1420–c.1550

Intellectual enquiry in the Renaissance

 Read the interpretation and Sources 1–7, then answer questions (a) and (b). Remember not to 
simply take the sources at face value. Use your own knowledge of the period to interpret and 
evaluate them.

 Interpretation:  Intellectual curiosity explains the interest in the past in fifteenth and sixteenth 
century Italy.

 (a) Explain how far Sources 1–7 support this interpretation. You may, if you wish, amend the 
interpretation or suggest a different interpretation. If you do this you must use the sources to 
support the changes you make. [35] 

 (b) Explain how these sources are both useful and raise problems and issues for a historian 
using them. [15]

Source 1: The introduction to a book.

Such things as the achievements of the people of Florence in the past seemed to me worthy of record 
and of a book, and I thought a knowledge of them would be of great profit to the public as well as to 
the private citizen. For if men of more advanced age are held to be wiser by virtue of their having seen 
more of life, how much more will history, if we read it right, be able to furnish us that wisdom? We may 
then sift the achievements and counsels of many ages (so that you easily learn what to follow and what 
to avoid), to stimulate us to virtue by accounts of the glory of great men.

From Leonardo Bruni’s preface to his ‘History of the Florentine People’, 1444.  
Bruni was Chancellor of Florence for many years.

Source 2: A description of a visit to Lake Garda.

As procurator [title for a figure in authority in Ancient Rome], I – Felice Feliciano – led this brilliant band 
in comfort through the shady laurels. Samuele joined us, and, like us, crowned himself with laurel, 
periwinkle, ivy, and various leaves. Coming into the ancient sanctuary of blessed Saint Dominic, we 
spied a most worthy monument of Antoninus Pius. Then, on the porch of the house of Saint Stephen, 
not far from that place, we found an excellent monument of the deified emperor Antonius Pius, nephew 
of the deified Hadrian, resident of the region. Approaching next the house of the first pope, nearby, we 
found there an enormous monument of the emperor Marcus Aurelius—all of these we set down in our 
notebooks.

An account by Felice Feliciano. He was an official at the court of Mantua, a poet and an  
expert on Roman antiquities. He is describing a visit he and two friends took to  

Lake Garda in 1464 in search of ancient remains.

TURN OVER FOR SOURCES 3–7.
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Source 3: A description of a collector of ancient texts.

Niccolò may justly be called the father and the benefactor of all students of letters, for he gave them 
protection and encouragement to work, and pointed out to them the rewards which would follow. If he 
knew of any ancient Greek or Latin book which was not in Florence he spared neither trouble nor cost 
until he should procure it; indeed, there are numberless Latin books which the city possesses through 
his care.

From Vespasiano da Bisticci’s account of Niccolò Niccoli (1364–1437), written in about 1450.  
Niccoli was a leading collector in Florence under the patronage of Cosimo de’ Medici.

Source 4: A collector shows off his collection.

Some time ago, when I retreated from the city into the country for a change of air, Niccolò Niccoli and 
Lorenzo de’ Medici, both learned men and my best friends, joined me at my request. I particularly 
wanted to show them some sculptures I had brought from the city. When we were in the little garden, 
bare except for a little household furniture, but which I wanted to fill up with imported marble statues, 
Lorenzo, smiling as he looked around, said: ‘Reading how prominent people in classical times adorned 
their homes, villas, gardens, arcades, and gymnasiums with various images and paintings, as well as 
with statues of their ancestors to glorify the nobility of their family, our host, lacking images of his own 
ancestors, wants to make this place and himself noble with these puny and broken remains of marble, 
hoping the novelty of his collection will perpetuate his fame hereafter.’

From Poggio Bracciolini’s ‘On Nobility’, 1440. Bracciolini was a famous collector of antiquities.

Source 5: A description of a collector of antiquities.

He has effigies and portraits of all the emperors and noble men who have ever lived made in gold, 
silver, bronze, jewels, marble, or other materials. They are marvellous things to see. Their dignity is 
such that only looking at their portraits carved in bronze – excluding those in gold, silver, and in other 
noble stones – fills his soul with delight and pleasure in their excellence. These give pleasure in two 
ways to anyone who understands and enjoys them as he does; first, for the excellence of the image 
represented; secondly for the noble mastery of those ancient angelic spirits who with their sublime 
intellects [have] made such vile things as bronze, marble and such materials acquire such great price. 
Valuable things such as gold and silver have become even greater through their mastery, for, as it is 
noted, there is nothing, from gems on, that is worth more than gold. They have made it worth more 
than gold by means of their skill.

He takes pleasure first from one and then from another. In one he praises the dignity of this image 
because it was done [by the] hand of man, and then in another that was more skilfully done, he states 
that it seems to have been done by nature rather than by man. When we see something made by the 
hand of Phidias or Praxiteles [renowned sculptors of Ancient Rome and Greece], we say that it does 
not seem by their hand. It appears to have come from heaven rather than to have been made by man. 
He takes greatest pleasure and delight in these things. 

From Antonio Filarete’s ‘A Treatise on Architecture’, 1464. He is describing  
Piero de Medici who ruled Florence from 1464 to 1469.
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Source 6: Some advice for Renaissance rulers.

Let he who has become a prince in a republic consider, after Rome became an Empire, how much 
more praise is due to those emperors who acted, like good princes, in accordance with the laws, than 
to those who acted otherwise. 

If the history of these emperors be pondered well, it should serve as a striking lesson to any prince, 
and should teach him to distinguish between the ways of renown and of infamy, the ways of security 
and of fear. 

There can be no question but that every human being will be afraid to imitate the bad times, and will be 
imbued with an ardent desire to emulate the good.

In conclusion, then, let those to whom the heavens grant such opportunities reflect that two courses 
are open to them: either so to behave that in life they rest secure and in death become renowned, or 
so to behave that in life they are in continual straits, and in death leave behind an imperishable record 
of their infamy.

From Niccolo Machiavelli’s ‘The Discourses’, written in 1517 and published in 1531.

Source 7: An evaluation of Renaissance architecture.

Humanist scholarship of the early fifteenth century, characterised by a nostalgic yearning for a bygone 
age of Roman splendour, had far-reaching repercussions within the visual arts. Classical literature, 
as well as antique monuments which survived throughout Italy, acted as testimonials to the glories 
of Rome before the influx of the barbarians and their foreign culture. Not surprisingly, architects were 
quick to translate the humanists’ literary attempts into ‘the ancient manner of building’.

Nineteenth-century art historians castigated the Renaissance masters for their imitation of pagan 
antiquity, but the Renaissance was not about imitation, rather the application of the antique to provide 
a new architectural vocabulary employed in a creative manner.

From a history book published in 1987.
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3    European Nationalism 1815–1914: Germany and Italy

The methods of nationalist movements

 Read the interpretation and Sources 1–7, then answer questions (a) and (b). Remember not to 
simply take the sources at face value. Use your own knowledge of the period to interpret and 
evaluate them.

 Interpretation: Nationalists relied on violence to achieve their objectives.

 (a) Explain how far Sources 1–7 support this interpretation. You may, if you wish, amend the 
interpretation or suggest a different interpretation. If you do this you must use the sources to 
support the changes you make. [35] 

 (b) Explain how these sources are both useful and raise problems and issues for a historian 
using them. [15]

Source 1: Instructions for members of ‘Young Italy’.

The means by which Young Italy proposes to reach its aims are – education and insurrection, to be 
adopted simultaneously and made to harmonise with each other. Education must ever be directed to 
teach by example, word and pen, the necessity of insurrection. Education, though of necessity secret 
in Italy, will be public outside of Italy.

Insurrection – by means of guerrilla bands – is the true method of warfare for all nations desirous 
of emancipating themselves from a foreign yoke. It forms the military education of the people and 
consecrates every foot of native soil by the memory of some warlike deed. It is invincible, indestructible.

From Giuseppe Mazzini, ‘General Instructions for the Members of Young Italy’, 1831.
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Source 2: The Hambach Festival of 1832.

A contemporary engraving of nationalists demonstrating at the ruins of  
Hambach Castle in Bavaria in 1832.

Source 3: The establishment of the Zollverein. 

The customs associations at present existing between the before-mentioned States shall, for the 
future, form one confederation, united by a common system of trade and customs and comprehending 
all the countries included therein. 

A congress, at which each of the Governments of the union shall appoint a representative, shall be 
held annually for the purpose of general discussion. 

The present treaty, which is to be brought into operation on 1 January 1834, shall continue in force until 
1 January 1842.

Extracts from the Zollverein treaties of 1833.

TURN OVER FOR SOURCES 4–7.
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Source 4: A declaration by German nationalists. 

Heidelberg, 5th March. Today fifty-one men were assembled here, from Prussia, Bavaria, Wurtemberg, 
Baden, Nassau and Frankfurt, almost all members of state assemblies, in order to discuss the most 
urgent measures for the Fatherland in this moment of decision. 

Unanimously resolved in their devotion to the freedom, unity, independence and honour of the German 
nation, they all express their conviction that the establishment and defence of these highest blessings 
must be attempted by co-operation of all the German peoples with their governments, so long as 
delivery is still possible in this manner. 

No less unanimous was the deep expression of sorrow that sad experience of the effectiveness of the 
German Confederation authorities has shaken confidence in them so much, that an address of the 
citizens to them would evoke the worst discord. 

At the same time they have agreed to concentrate their efforts so that as soon as possible a more 
complete assembly of men of trust from all German peoples should come together in order to continue 
deliberation of this most important matter and to offer its cooperation to the Fatherland as well as to the 
Governments.

To this end seven members were requested to prepare proposals concerning the election and the 
establishment of an appropriate national representation and speedily to take care of the invitations to 
an assembly of German men. 

From the ‘Declaration of Heidelberg’, March 1848.

Source 5: A description of the revolution in Sicily in 1848. 

When the new day dawned, it was found that the armed militia were standing by. The streets were 
crowded with people, all waiting for the conspirators to appear, for the signal to be given, for the first 
shout to arise. A bold youth, truculent by nature and weary of delay, brandished a gun and shouted 
resolutely, ‘To arms! To arms!’ [A group of men] ran up, all of them armed. One of them tied a white 
handkerchief and a red one to the end of a stick with a green ribbon and began waving the Italian 
colours. 

At the sight of weapons and the small number bearing them, the crowd thinned out and then entirely 
disappeared. The handful of intrepid spirits found themselves almost deserted. But no one lost heart. 
Little bands and squads of people began to form here and there; the more forceful took the lead and the 
rest followed their example, not their orders. There were no rules, ranks or plans. No one barricaded 
the streets or cordoned them off as might have happened elsewhere. People did not assemble in any 
one place. One band [of rebels] put a patrol to flight in one street; others were successful elsewhere. 
So the whole day went by. Two rebels were dead and so were ten soldiers; the wounded were more 
numerous. The rebels then returned to the square which ever since the morning had been the centre 
of their activities. Not more than fifty carried firearms. A single company of infantrymen would have 
been enough to disperse them; but the militiamen had not stirred from their posts; remembering the 
events of 1820, they would not venture into the densely populated parts of the city. Meanwhile every 
house was festively illuminated, balconies and windows crowded with people clapping their hands and 
shouting: ‘Long Live Italy, the Sicilian Constitution and Pius IX!’.

From Giuseppe La Farina’s book ‘The Story of Italy 1815–50’, published in 1852. La Farina was a 
founder of the National Society and worked closely with Cavour.
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Source 6: A report about Otto von Bismarck.

‘I shall soon’, said in effect the Prussian statesman, ‘be compelled to undertake the conduct of the 
Prussian Government. My first care will be to organise the army, with or without the help of the Landtag. 
The King was right in undertaking this task, but he cannot accomplish it with his present advisers. As 
soon as the army has been brought into such a condition as to inspire respect, I shall seize the first 
best pretext to declare war against Austria, dissolve the German Diet, subdue the minor states, and 
give national unity to Germany under Prussian leadership.’ 

From the account of the Saxon Ambassador in London of Bismarck’s conversation with the British 
Prime Minister at a dinner in 1862, first published in 1887. 

Source 7: The view of a twentieth century historian.

The strength of the masses was exerted in violent, contradictory movements, but never constituted a 
dominant motive force. On the other hand, in educated circles a positive eruption of ideas took place 
in which political theories and aesthetic preoccupations were mingled. In Milan, the Conciliatore, which 
called for the cultural and economic awakening of Lombardy, was published, while in Florence the 
Tuscan historian Capponi spread the ideas of moderate liberalism. These authors were the intellectual 
leaders of the governmental elite of the great years of the Unification. Their works helped the Italians 
to form an ideal which was no longer merely local but national. As everywhere else in this Europe 
inspired by the idea of nationalism, history was one of the favourite instruments of the Risorgimento. 
But it was Romanticism above all which tried to bring together the forces of intelligence, tradition and 
popular aspirations, and to use literary feeling for the political education of the nation.

From a history book published in 1967.
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4    Race and American Society, 1865–1970s

The role of women

 Read the interpretation and Sources 1–7, then answer questions (a) and (b). Remember not to 
simply take the sources at face value. Use your own knowledge of the period to interpret and 
evaluate them.

 Interpretation: Women played a marginal role in the history of the struggle for civil rights. 

 (a) Explain how far Sources 1–7 support this interpretation. You may, if you wish, amend the 
interpretation or suggest a different interpretation. If you do this you must use the sources to 
support the changes you make. [35] 

 (b) Explain how these sources are both useful and raise problems and issues for a historian 
using them. [15]

Source 1: An illustration from a newspaper.

An illustration of the murder of an important supporter of civil rights for African Americans in 1868 
from a newspaper of the time. The caption to the illustration reads ‘The Ku Klux Klan at work – the 

assassination of the Honourable G W Ashburn in Columbus, Georgia.’
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Source 2:  A white American woman recalls how she and two white male colleagues established the 
NAACP.

The National Association for the Advancement of Coloured People is five years old, old enough, it is 
believed, to have a history; and I, who am perhaps, its first member, have been chosen as the person 
to recite it. As its work since 1910 has been set forth in its annual reports, I shall make it my task to 
show how it came into existence and to tell of its first months of work.

For four years I had been studying the status of the Negro in New York. I had investigated his housing 
conditions, his health, his opportunities for work. I had spent many months in the South, and at the 
time I was living in a New York Negro tenement on a Negro Street. And my investigations and my 
surroundings led me to believe that the spirit of the abolitionists must be revived. 

It was then that the National Association for the Advancement of Coloured People was born. It was 
born in a little room of a New York apartment. 

From Mary White Ovington, ‘How NAACP Began’, published in 1914.

Source 3: Malcolm X remembers.

I knew that the collections my father got for his preaching were mainly what fed and clothed us, and 
he also did other odd jobs, but still the image of him that made me proudest was his crusading and 
militantly campaigning with the words of Marcus Garvey. As young as I was then, I knew from what I 
overheard that my father was saying something that made him a ‘tough’ man. I remember an old lady, 
grinning and saying to my father, ‘You’re scaring these white folks to death!’ 

I remember seeing the big, shiny photographs of Marcus Garvey that were passed from hand to hand. 
My father had a big envelope of them that he always took to these Universal Negro Improvement 
Association meetings. The pictures showed what seemed to me millions of Negroes thronged in 
parade behind Garvey riding in a fine car, a big black man dressed in a dazzling uniform with gold braid 
on it, and he was wearing a thrilling hat with tall plumes. I remember how the meetings always closed 
with my father saying, several times, and the people chanting after him, ‘Up, you mighty race, you can 
accomplish what you will!’

From Malcolm X and Alex Haley, ‘The Autobiography of Malcolm X’, 1965.

TURN OVER FOR SOURCES 4–7.
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Source 4: The view of an historian.

The prevention of interracial residential and sexual contact was not just a masculine responsibility. 
Women also policed the boundaries of race and sex. The overlapping concerns of neighbourhood 
integrity, racial purity, and domestic tranquillity gave particular urgency to demonstrations led by 
women against Edward Brock. Brock, the white owner of two houses on Detroit’s lower west side, had 
sold them to Black families in 1948. Groups of ten to twenty-five women, many pushing baby strollers, 
gathered at Brock’s workplace every day for a week, carrying hand-painted signs that read: ‘My home 
is my castle, I will die defending it’; ‘The Lord separated the races, why should Constable Brock mix 
them’; ‘We don’t want to mix’; and ‘Ed Brock sold to coloured in white neighbourhood’. Passers-by were 
taken aback by a picket line of white mothers and babies, an uncommon sight at a time when most 
demonstrations in Detroit were labour-oriented and male-led. Replete with the symbols of motherhood 
and family, these protests touched a deep, sympathetic nerve among onlookers, many of whom saw 
Black movement into a neighbourhood as a threat to virtuous womanhood, innocent childhood, and the 
sanctity of the home.

A description of the situation in Detroit in 1948 from a recent history book  
about urban North America, 1995.

Source 5: An entry in a police report.

Date and time offence committed: December 1 1955, 6.06 p.m.

Place of occurrence: In front of Empire Theatre (on Montgomery Street).

We received a call and upon arrival the bus operator said he had a coloured female sitting in the white 
section of the bus, and would not move back. We (Day and Mixon) also saw her. The bus operator 
signed a warrant for her. Rosa Parks was charged with chapter 6 section 11 of the Montgomery City 
Code.

From the arrest record for Rosa Parks of Montgomery, Alabama, 1 December 1955.

Source 6: An account of a dispute over Native American fishing rights.

On October 13, 1965, we held a ‘fish-in’ on the Nisqually River to try and bring a focus on our fishing 
fight with the State of Washington. The ‘fish-in’ started at 4.00 pm and was over at about 4.30 pm. It 
ended with six Indians in jail and dazed Indian kids wondering ‘what happened?’ They were released 
after posting bail a few hours later.

The trial was to begin on January 15, 1969, at 9.30 am. We went into the courthouse that Wednesday 
certain we would not receive justice as was proven to us in other trials. Many of us were dressed in our 
traditional way with headbands, leggings and necklaces. As we walked the length of the corridor to the 
courtroom, the game wardens looked us up and down, laughing at us.

The second defence witness was Janet McCloud, Tulalip Indian. She told the facts about why the 
Indians had had the fish-in demonstration on that day. This was important because the State thought 
we were after blood that day. And we were not expecting any violence because all my brothers and 
sisters were there and the youngest was four at that time. My two little brothers were in that boat when 
it was rammed, the youngest was seven and could not swim.

From the recollections of Laura McCloud published in a book entitled  
‘Native American Testimony’, 1991.
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Source 7: An account of a protest.

On May 2, 1967, we went across the bridge to Sacramento with a caravan of cars. We wound up 
right in front of the Capitol building. There were thirty brothers and sisters. Six sisters and twenty-four 
brothers. Twenty of the brothers were armed.

These brothers were off the block; righteous brothers off the block. Their ages ranged anywhere from 
sixteen, which was about the youngest we had there – that was Bobby Hutton – all the way down to 
myself, thirty-one. I guess I was about the oldest.

We righteously walked on up to the first stairs. Bobby Hutton was on my right side and Warren Tucker 
was on my left side. Bobby Hutton had a 12-gauge shotgun, a High Standard 12-gauge pump shotgun, 
that’s what Bobby Hutton had. And Warren Tucker had a .357 Magnum.

As we walked down the hall, cameramen were running from our left and from our right, around Bobby 
and around Tucker, jumping in front of us taking flicks and clicking flicks. Cameramen with movie 
cameras were shooting. Bulbs were flashing all over the place. 

Bobby Seale, a founder of the Black Panther movement describing a protest against proposed 
legislation to make illegal the bearing of loaded firearms in public places. This account comes from 

Seale’s book about the Black Panther movement, ‘Seize the Time’, 1981.

END OF QUESTION PAPER
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