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TWENTY FIRST CENTURY SCIENCE DATA SHEET

Qualitative analysis

Tests for ions with a positive charge

Ion Test Observation

calcium
Ca2+ add dilute sodium hydroxide

a white precipitate forms; the 
precipitate does not dissolve in 
excess sodium hydroxide

copper
Cu2+ add dilute sodium hydroxide

a light blue precipitate forms; 
the precipitate does not dissolve 
in excess sodium hydroxide

iron(II)
Fe2+ add dilute sodium hydroxide

a green precipitate forms; the 
precipitate does not dissolve in 
excess sodium hydroxide

iron(III)
Fe3+ add dilute sodium hydroxide

a red-brown precipitate forms; 
the precipitate does not dissolve 
in excess sodium hydroxide

zinc
Zn2+ add dilute sodium hydroxide

a white precipitate forms; the 
precipitate dissolves in excess 
sodium hydroxide

Tests for ions with a negative charge

Ion Test Observation

carbonate
CO3

2− add dilute acid
the solution effervesces; carbon 
dioxide gas is produced (the 
gas turns lime water from 
colourless to milky)

chloride
Cl −

add dilute nitric acid,
then add silver nitrate a white precipitate forms

bromide
Br −

add dilute nitric acid,
then add silver nitrate a cream precipitate forms

iodide
I−

add dilute nitric acid,
then add silver nitrate a yellow precipitate forms

sulfate
SO4

2−

add dilute acid,
then add barium chloride or 
barium nitrate

a white precipitate forms
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Answer all the questions.

1 The properties of Group 1 metals change down the group.

 (a) The table shows information about some Group 1 metals.

Group 1 metal Melting point in °C Boiling point in °C

lithium 181 1342

sodium  98  883

potassium  63  759

  (i) How do the melting points and boiling points change down Group 1?

 ...................................................................................................................................... [1]

  (ii) Rubidium comes below potassium in Group 1.

   Rubidium is a solid at room temperature (20 °C).

   Predict the melting point and boiling point of rubidium.

   melting point ....................................... °C   boiling point .......................................°C
 [2]

 (b) Potassium reacts with water.

potassium

water

  (i) What do you see when potassium reacts with water?

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................... [2]

  (ii) The reaction makes potassium hydroxide.

   What is the formula for potassium hydroxide?

   Put a ring  around the correct answer.

    KOH   KH2   K2O   PO [1]
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 (c) Potassium is flammable.

  (i) Which hazard symbol shows that a chemical is flammable?

   Put a ring  around the correct answer.

 [1]

  (ii) What safety precautions should be taken when using potassium?

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................... [2]

 [Total: 9]
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2 Helium is an element. It has the symbol He.

 (a) The diagram shows part of the Periodic Table.

H He

Li F

Ar

  (i) Which element is likely to have similar properties to helium?

   Put a ring  around the correct answer.

    Ar   F   H   Li [1]

  (ii) Which element is in the same period as helium?

   Put a ring  around the correct answer.

    Ar   F   H   Li [1]

  (iii) The proton number of helium is 2.

   Which element has a proton number of 3?

   Put a ring  around the correct answer.

    Ar   F   H   Li [1]

  (iv) The diagram shows part of the structure of an argon atom.

   Complete the diagram to show the arrangement of the rest of the electrons in an argon 
atom.

X

X

nucleus contains 18 protons

 [2]



8

© OCR 2017

 (b) Helium was discovered when scientists noticed lines in the spectrum of light from the Sun.

  Janssen and Lockyer were two scientists who collected evidence and suggested ideas 
about helium.

Janssen, August 1868

EVIDENCE: Scientists already know that the spectrum of sodium has 
lines in the yellow part of the spectrum like this.

I have looked at this part of the spectrum from the Sun. It looks similar 
to the spectrum of sodium. It has lines like this. They are all close 
together in the yellow part of the spectrum.

JANSSEN’S IDEA: I think that I have found a new line in the spectrum of sodium.

Lockyer, October 1868

EVIDENCE: I have checked Janssen’s work. I have found that the 
yellow part of the Sun’s spectrum has lines like this.

I have checked the spectrum from pure sodium in the laboratory. The 
spectrum from the pure sodium only has lines in the yellow part of the 
spectrum like this.

LOCKYER’S IDEA: I think that this shows that there must be another element in the 
Sun. I am going to call this new element ‘helium’.
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  The two scientists collected evidence and suggested ideas.

  Use the information to show:

  • the similarities and differences between the two scientists’ work
  •  how the evidence supports each of the scientist’s ideas.

   The quality of written communication will be assessed in your answer.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [6]

[Total: 11]
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3 Silver-coloured coins contain a mixture of copper and nickel.

 (a) Copper for making coins can be extracted from different copper compounds.

  The table shows information about the copper compounds, A, B, C and D.

Compound Formula 
of copper 
compound

Atoms in the 
formula

Relative 
formula mass of 

compound

A CuO
1 copper atom

1 oxygen atom
63.5 + 16 = 79.5

B .........
1 copper atom

1 sulfur atom
95.5

C CuFeS2

................................

................................

................................

183.5

D CuCl2
1 copper atom

2 chlorine atoms ..............................
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  (i) Complete the table by filling in the boxes.

   Use these relative atomic masses to help you.

Atom Relative atomic mass

copper 63.5

iron 56

sulfur 32

oxygen 16

chlorine 35.5

 [3]

  (ii) Mineral A contains copper oxide.

   Copper metal is extracted from copper oxide in a reduction reaction.

   What happens in a reduction reaction?

 ...................................................................................................................................... [1]
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 (b) A mining company wants to build a new nickel mine.

  The company looks at some different sites for the mine. All of the sites have ore deposits of 
similar size.

  The table shows information about the sites.

Site 
number

Percentage of 
nickel in ore Area where ore is found Other information

1 1.0 50 m under the ground limited roads nearby, no local towns

2 2.2 on the deep sea floor large sea port and town nearby

3 1.8 near an earthquake zone road and sea transport nearby, town 
nearby

4 2.2 300 m under the ground road and sea transport nearby, town 
nearby

  The company decides that site 4 is the best choice because it is likely to have the lowest 
overall cost of extracting nickel.

  Explain why the cost of extracting nickel is likely to be higher at each of the other sites than 
at site 4.

   The quality of written communication will be assessed in your answer.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [6]

[Total: 10]
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4 Aluminium is a metal that is used for overhead electricity cables and cooking foil.

 The table shows some information about the properties of aluminium.

Melting point 660 °C

Density compared to other metals low

Electrical conductivity very high

Heat conductivity very high

Other properties not magnetic

 (a) Which two properties of aluminium are important for overhead electricity cables?

  Choose properties from the table.

1  ................................................................................................................................................

2  ........................................................................................................................................... [2]

 (b) Which two properties of aluminium are important for cooking foil?

  Choose properties from the table.

1  ................................................................................................................................................

2  ........................................................................................................................................... [2]

 (c) Aluminium can be worked into different shapes easily.

  Which word describes this property?

  Put a ring  around the correct answer.

    hard   malleable   shiny   strong [1]
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 (d) Aluminium is extracted by the electrolysis of aluminium oxide.

  Aluminium oxide is an ionic compound.

  It has to be melted to make the electrolysis work.

  (i) What happens when aluminium oxide melts?

   Put a tick (3) in the box next to the correct answer.

an exothermic reaction begins

the process makes water

crystals form

the ions start to move around
 [1]

  (ii) The final products of the extraction are solid aluminium metal and oxygen gas.

   Draw straight lines to link each product to its correct formula and its correct state 
symbol.

formula product state symbol

Al

A (s)

solid aluminium metal

ALU (l)

O (g)

oxygen gas

O2 (aq)

2O
 [2]

 (e) Most other metals can be extracted by heating their oxides with carbon.

  It is not possible to extract aluminium by heating aluminium oxide with carbon.

Explain why.

 .............................................................................................................................................. [1]

[Total: 9]
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5 Zak works for a company that makes salts.

 The company has a factory beside a river.

 Part of Zak’s job is to check that the factory does not affect the pH of the water in the river.

factory

direction of
river flow direction of

river flow

 (a) Zak measures the pH of the water from the river before it flows past the factory.

  Explain why he does this.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [1]

 (b) Zak plans to take other samples of water from the river to find out if the factory affects the pH 
of the river.

  What should Zak consider when planning to take more samples?

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [2]

 (c) What could Zak use to test the pH of a sample of water?

  Put a tick (3) in the boxes next to the two correct answers.

pH meter

dilute sodium chloride

litmus paper

universal indicator solution

dilute potassium hydroxide
 [1]
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 (d) Zak finds that all of the water samples are slightly acidic.

  Put a tick (3) in the box next to the best explanation for this.

A substance in the water produces H+ ions.

A substance in the water produces OH– ions.

A substance in the water produces H– ions.

A substance in the water produces OH+ ions.

There are too many negative ions in the water.
 [1]

 (e) Some of the salts that the factory makes are sulfates.

  Zak wants to test the water samples to find out if they contain sulfate ions.

  Describe the test and result for sulfate ions.

  Use the Data Sheet on page 2 to help you.

test:  ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

result:  ........................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................
 [2]

[Total: 7]
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6 A company makes bath crystals.

 People like to put bath crystals into their bathwater.

 (a) The company makes large, dry crystals from solutions of salts dissolved in water.

  Describe how to make large, dry crystals from a solution that contains salts.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [3]

 (b) A team of scientists researches the health benefits of using salts in bathwater.

  They find that the salts help to relieve some aches and pains.

  This is what one of the scientists says:

I think we should publish our research about health benefits
because other scientists could read it.

  Why do scientists publish their research for other scientists to read?

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [2]

[Total: 5]
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7 Eve investigates the rate of reaction when a metal reacts with dilute acid.

thermometer

metal and dilute acid

 (a) Eve makes sure that the test is fair by using metal pieces of the same size in each experiment.

  Explain why the results change if she uses different sized pieces of metal.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [2]

 (b) What is the name of the gas that is made when a metal reacts with an acid?

  Put a ring  around the correct answer.

  carbon dioxide   hydrogen   methane   nitrogen   oxygen [1]

 (c) Eve does more experiments using five different metals.
  In each experiment she reacts a metal with dilute hydrochloric acid.
  She records the time taken to make 10 cm3 gas.
  She also measures the temperature change.

  The table shows Eve’s results.

Metal
Time taken to 

make 10 cm3 gas 
in seconds

Temperature 
increase during 
reaction in °C

zinc 11 4

magnesium  8 5

copper no gas made 0

iron 16 2

calcium  6 8



19

© OCR 2017

  Use Eve’s results to put the metals in order of reactivity. Explain how you used all of the data 
in the table to make your decisions.

   The quality of written communication will be assessed in your answer.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [6]

[Total: 9]

END OF QUESTION PAPER

Oxford Cambridge and RSA

Copyright Information

OCR is committed to seeking permission to reproduce all third-party content that it uses in its assessment materials.  OCR has attempted to identify and contact all copyright holders 
whose work is used in this paper.  To avoid the issue of disclosure of answer-related information to candidates, all copyright acknowledgements are reproduced in the OCR Copyright 
Acknowledgements Booklet.  This is produced for each series of examinations and is freely available to download from our public website (www.ocr.org.uk) after the live examination series.

If OCR has unwittingly failed to correctly acknowledge or clear any third-party content in this assessment material, OCR will be happy to correct its mistake at the earliest possible 
opportunity.

For queries or further information please contact the Copyright Team, First Floor, 9 Hills Road, Cambridge CB2 1GE. 

OCR is part of the Cambridge Assessment Group; Cambridge Assessment is the brand name of University of Cambridge Local Examinations Syndicate (UCLES), which is itself a 
department of the University of Cambridge.



20

© OCR 2017

Th
e 

Pe
ri

od
ic

 T
ab

le
 o

f 
th

e 
El

em
en

ts

* 
T

he
 la

nt
ha

no
id

s 
(a

to
m

ic
 n

um
be

rs
 5

8-
71

) 
an

d 
th

e 
ac

ti
no

id
s 

(a
to

m
ic

 n
um

be
rs

 9
0-

10
3)

 h
av

e 
be

en
 o

m
it

te
d.

Th
e 

re
la

ti
ve

 a
to

m
ic

 m
as

se
s 

of
 c

op
pe

r 
an

d 
ch

lo
ri

ne
 h

av
e 

no
t 

be
en

 r
ou

nd
ed

 t
o 

th
e 

ne
ar

es
t 

w
ho

le
 n

um
be

r.

1
2

3
4

5
6

7
0

Ke
y

1 H
hy

dr
og

en

1

4 H
e

he
liu

m

2

7 Li
lit

hi
um 3

9 Be
be

ry
lli

um

4

re
la

ti
ve

 a
to

m
ic

 m
as

s
at

om
ic

 s
ym

bo
l

na
m

e

at
om

ic
 (

pr
ot

on
) 

nu
m

be
r

11 B
bo

ro
n

5

12 C
ca

rb
on 6

14 N
ni

tr
og

en

7

16 O
ox

yg
en 8

19 F
fl

uo
ri

ne

9

20 N
e

ne
on 10

23 N
a

so
di

um

11

24 M
g

m
ag

ne
si

um

12

27 A
l

al
um

in
iu

m

13

28 Si
si

lic
on

14

31 P
ph

os
ph

or
us

15

32 S
su

lf
ur

16

35
.5 Cl

ch
lo

ri
ne

17

40 A
r

ar
go

n

18

39 K
po

ta
ss

iu
m

19

40 Ca
ca

lc
iu

m

20

45 Sc
sc

an
di

um

21

48 Ti
ti

ta
ni

um

22

51 V
va

na
di

um

23

52 Cr
ch

ro
m

iu
m

24

55 M
n

m
an

ga
ne

se

25

56 Fe ir
on 26

59 Co co
ba

lt

27

59 N
i

ni
ck

el

28

63
.5

Cu co
pp

er

29

65 Zn zi
nc 30

70 G
a

ga
lli

um

31

73 G
e

ge
rm

an
iu

m

32

75 A
s

ar
se

ni
c

33

79 Se
se

le
ni

um

34

80 Br
br

om
in

e

35

84 Kr
kr

yp
to

n

36

85 Rb
ru

bi
di

um

37

88 Sr
st

ro
nt

iu
m

38

89 Y
yt

tr
iu

m

39

91 Zr
zi

rc
on

iu
m

40

93 N
b

ni
ob

iu
m

41

96 M
o

m
ol

yb
de

nu
m

42

[9
8] Tc

te
ch

ne
ti

um

43

10
1

Ru
ru

th
en

iu
m

44

10
3

Rh
rh

od
iu

m

45

10
6

Pd
pa

lla
di

um

46

10
8

A
g

si
lv

er

47

11
2

Cd
ca

dm
iu

m

48

11
5

In
in

di
um

49

11
9

Sn ti
n 50

12
2

Sb
an

ti
m

on
y

51

12
8

Te
te

llu
ri

um

52

12
7 I

io
di

ne

53

13
1

Xe xe
no

n

54

13
3

Cs
ca

es
iu

m

55

13
7

Ba
ba

ri
um

56

13
9

La
*

la
nt

ha
nu

m

57

17
8

H
f

ha
fn

iu
m

72

18
1

Ta
ta

nt
al

um

73

18
4

W
tu

ng
st

en

74

18
6

Re
rh

en
iu

m

75

19
0

O
s

os
m

iu
m

76

19
2

Ir
ir

id
iu

m

77

19
5

Pt
pl

at
in

um

78

19
7

A
u

go
ld 79

20
1

H
g

m
er

cu
ry

80

20
4

Tl
th

al
liu

m

81

20
7

Pb le
ad 82

20
9

Bi
bi

sm
ut

h

83

[2
09

]
Po

po
lo

ni
um

84

[2
10

]
A

t
as

ta
ti

ne

85

[2
22

]
Rn ra
do

n

86

[2
23

]
Fr

fr
an

ci
um

87

[2
26

]
Ra

ra
di

um

88

[2
27

]
A

c*
ac

ti
ni

um

89

[2
61

]
Rf

ru
th

er
fo

rd
iu

m

10
4

[2
62

]
D

b
du

bn
iu

m

10
5

[2
66

]
Sg

se
ab

or
gi

um

10
6

[2
64

]
Bh

bo
hr

iu
m

10
7

[2
77

]
H

s
ha

ss
iu

m

10
8

[2
68

]
M

t
m

ei
tn

er
iu

m

10
9

[2
71

]
D

s
da

rm
st

ad
ti

um

11
0

[2
72

]
Rg

ro
en

tg
en

iu
m

11
1

El
em

en
ts

 w
it

h 
at

om
ic

 n
um

be
rs

 1
12

-1
16

 h
av

e 
be

en
 r

ep
or

te
d 

bu
t 

no
t 

fu
lly

au
th

en
ti

ca
te

d


