Qualification

GCSE (9-1)

Exemplar Candidate Work

ENGLISH

LANGUAGE

J351/01 Summer 2017

rrrrr

www.ocr.org.uk/english


http://www.ocr.org.uk/english

GCSE (9- 1) English Language Exemplar Candidate Work

Contents

Introduction 3

Exemplar 1 - total 77 marks 4

Exemplar 2 — total 75 marks 14
Exemplar 3 — total 66 marks 24
Exemplar 4 — total 57 marks 33
Exemplar 5 — total 57 marks 43
Exemplar 6 — total 50 marks 53
Exemplar 7 — total 45 marks 61
Exemplar 8 — total 40 marks 70
Exemplar 9 — total 35 marks 79

Exemplar 10 — total 34 marks 91




GCSE (9- 1) English Language Exemplar Candidate Work

Introduction

These exemplar answers have been chosen from the
summer 2017 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars,
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification (http.//www.
ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-english-language-j351-
from-2015/) for full details of the assessment for this
qualification. These exemplar answers should also be read
in conjunction with the sample assessment materials and
the June 2017 Examiners'Report to Centres available on
the OCR website_http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
gcse-english-language-j351-from-2015/assessment/.

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from
summer 2018. Until then, they are available on OCR
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for
this).

It is important to note that approaches to question
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may
make small adjustments to improve the performance of
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive
changes.
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Exemplar 1 - total 77 marks
Question 1

4 marks
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Examiner commentary for Question 1

The candidate has chosen precise quotations for 1a. The
response to b explains the answer clearly but a quotation is not
required. The response to 1c is accurate.

Question 2

5 marks




GCSE (9- 1) English Language

Examiner commentary for Question 2

This is a well-organised response with each connection clearly
explained and well supported. Although there is an attempt
to explain, the final quotation for the third connection is not
persuasive enough.

Question 3

Exemplar Candidate Work

11 marks
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Examiner commentary for Question 3

The candidate writes an effective analysis of the text’s structure
and language. It is often useful to start with structure, as the
candidate does here, and then examine the language in

more detail. The quotations are relevant and well selected but
the explanations are sometimes imprecise; for example, the
comparison to the instruction manual for the space shuttle is not
fully explained. Although the correct use of subject terminology
such as ‘parataxis’is impressive, it is not a requirement for the
achievement of the top band in this particular task. Labelling
such features is a springboard for understanding what the writer
is trying to achieve.

Question 4

6+11 marks

Exemplar Candidate Work
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This response is clearly well thought out and carefully planned. precise vocabulary and well controlled sentences, There is,

Each paragraph compares the texts'approaches and supports however, no clear conclusion which evaluates which text

its judgements with well chosen quotations. It is important to better reflects the statement. The candidate would still be well
include evaluation of the language used in the same way as rewarded s this has been partially addressed in the main body of
the candidate does here to address the word ‘powerfully’in the the response but it is important to draw together the threads of

question which picks up on the critical’ part of ‘critical evaluation’ an argument and come to a conclusion.
The candidate is able to express complex ideas clearly using

© OCR 2017
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5 Write the words of a talk to your class to persuade them to spend more time outdoors.
In your talk you should:
« explain the advantages of spending time outdoors
« describe some of the things that can be done outdoors

« persuade your classmates to spend more time outdoors. [40]
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The candidate constructs this response carefully with affirm
sense of audience and purpose. The contextual references

are both amusing and engaging for the imagined audience.

The response is developed logically from recounting personal
experiences to a rhapsodic evocation of nature’s beauty and
returns at the end to a more conversational style. The vocabulary
is precise and well judged.
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Exemplar 2 - total 75 marks
Question 1

4 marks
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Examiner commentary for Question 1

The candidate achieves full marks for each question. Two precise
quotations are selected for part (a). The ‘why’ question requires
an explanation not a quotation so the quotation used in (b) is
unnecessary. For part (c) the candidate has judiciously selected
just one of the list of behaviours which show his enjoyment.

Question 2

4 marks
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Examiner commentary for Question 2

The candidate describes two aspects of the countryside which
both writers like — its beauty and the freedom it affords — and
supports these connections with relevant quotations. However,
the response lacks focus because it mentions aspects of the
countryside which Clarkson does not like. It could be improved
by adding one more aspect that both writers like and removing
references to what Clarkson does not like.

Question 3

9 marks
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The candidate makes some perceptive comments about both
language and structure but writes more about language and
so is not balanced enough. There is also some lack of precision
in the comments about some of Clarkson's language choices,
e.g the comparison to a prison camp is not explored in enough
detail.
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Question 4

6 + 12 marks
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Examiner commentary for Question 4

The candidate begins with a precise overview of the differences
between the two texts. There is a clear judgement made about
how far each text measures up to the statement and which one
more clearly argues for freedom from restrictions. The candidate is
also able to engage with the more abstract restrictions described
in Hazlitt's text as well as the more concrete concerns expressed
by Clarkson. Evidence from both texts is judiciously marshalled
to support a well constructed argument. The candidate could
improve by integrating comments that assess how powerfully’the
selected quotations convey the writer's concerns.

Question 5

24 + 16 marks

Exemplar Candidate Work
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The candidate has addressed the task successfully by
demonstrating a clear understanding of the speech form and
the student audience. There could, however, be more specific
contextual references to the sources of the stress the audience
feel — exams, school, family — which spending time outside
would relieve. The candidate’s use of precise vocabulary and
well controlled and varied sentences is particularly effective. It is
good to note that the piece is not excessively long but it could
be improved by having a clearer line of argument.
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Exemplar 3 - total 66 marks
Question 1

2/1/1 marks




GCSE (9- 1) English Language

Examiner commentary for Question 1

The candidate would achieve full marks for this section but
could have saved valuable time by writing a much shorter
answer for 1b because the mark was achieved by writing, 'He
cannot see the pointin it!

Question 2

Exemplar Candidate Work

6 marks
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Examiner commentary for Question 2

The candidate achieves full marks by identifying three similarities  which is not required in responses to this task. The discussion of

between the two texts and providing supporting evidence. the way that‘achingly’shows the intensity of Clarkson’s love for
Although some of the evidence does need clearer explanation, the countryside is also unnecessary. The candidate is rewarded
the candidate sometimes does more than the question requires; positively for what has been achieved and not penalised for
for example, there is reference to the use of personification adding extraneous material.

Question 3

8 marks
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Examiner commentary for Question 3

The candidate has a secure discussion of the ways that Clarkson’s
feelings are conveyed with some relevant use of terminology.
However, there is too little discussion of structure and the
candidate refers to material outside the specified lines. Although
the candidate is rewarded for what they have done and not
penalised for including irrelevant material, it does mean that

the candidate has less time available to write about relevant
material.

Question 4

5 + 10 marks
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Examiner commentary for Question 4

The candidate evaluates the effect of the different ways the
writers use language for effect to meet the criteria for an
informed critical evaluation. There is also some clear and
detailed comparison of the two texts, for example the discussion
about the different kind of paths in each text. However, the
explanations of the effects of particular choices of language is
not always precise enough and the evaluative comments are
clear but could gain more marks by considering which of the
two texts more closely matches the statement about freedom
from rules and restrictions.

Question 5

12/12 marks

Exemplar Candidate Work
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The candidate has established a clear sense of audience by
referring to some of the interests associated with students such
as the use of technology. The purpose is clearly reflected in the
use of rhetorical devices to create a tone that is friendly but
urgent. The length of the piece is well judged and there is a
clear sense of direction which gives the piece some shape. The
more complex sentences are controlled successfully and some
punctuation is used accurately within the sentence.
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Exemplar 4 - total 57 marks
Question 1

2/1/1 marks

Examiner commentary for Question 1

The candidate selects relevant quotations for 1a and explains
clearly the answers to both Tb and Tc.
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Question 2

1T mark
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Examiner commentary for Question 2

The candidate makes some interesting points in this response.
However, the response shows a fundamental misunderstanding
of the need to find similarities between the two texts as
demonstrated when the candidate uses the phrase ‘on the
other hand'to introduce the comments about Clarkson.

The comments about Hazlitt do not address the focus of

the question which is on what both writers like about the
countryside.

Question 3

Exemplar Candidate Work

8 marks
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Examiner commentary for Question 3

The candidate shows a secure and detailed understanding of
how Clarkson uses structure. There are some relevant comments
about the differences between the two paragraphs which

focus on the shift in attitude and the difference in pronoun use.
The attempt to write about sentence structure are less clear,
however, because they tend to describe what the writer has
done rather than explain clearly the effect.

Question 4

5 + 10 marks

Exemplar Candidate Work
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Examiner commentary for Question 4

In this response the candidate clearly addresses the statement
and evaluates the ways in which each text reflects the statement
but does not clearly address the idea of how far you agree. There
is some good critical evaluation of language features such as
Hazlitt's use of alliteration and the discussion makes some clear
comparisons between the two texts. It would be better if it
made some direct comparisons of the kinds of language used in
each text.
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Question 5

12/12 marks
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Exemplar Candidate Work
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Examiner commentary for Question 5

A well constructed response with a clear sense of direction

and a good understanding of form, audience and purpose.
There is, however, perhaps too little reference to the audience’s
current circumstances as students in school. The vocabulary is
sophisticated and spelled accurately but the punctuation within
the sentence could be more consistent. Although the tone may
seem a little portentous in parts, that would not affect the mark
awarded.
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Exemplar 5 - total 57 marks
Question 1

2/0/1 marks

Examiner commentary for Question 1

The candidate successfully answers 1a and 1c but includes more
material than is required for 1c. To say that Hazlitt sings would
be enough to explain how his behaviour shows his enjoyment.
The candidate’s response to 1b, however, misses the point of the
question and would receive no marks.



GCSE (9- 1) English Language Exemplar Candidate Work

Question 2

3 marks

Examiner commentary for Question 2

The candidate makes one good clear connection about the a child. The third connection seems a little too negative to be
writer's appreciation of the beauty of the countryside. The a valid response to a question about what they like about the
second connection is not quite accurate as it is not clear that countryside.

Hazlitt's experiences of the countryside took place when he was
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Question 3

7 marks
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Examiner commentary for Question 3

The candidate establishes a good overall sense of the contrasts
between the two paragraphs in the introduction. The discussion
of how the longer sentence structures differ from the shorter
sentences is not entirely convincing. There is some awareness of
how the tone changes but the reference to the use of pronouns
does not fully support the case being made.
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Question 4

4 + 8 marks
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Examiner commentary for Question 4

The candidate discusses thoughtfully the differences between
the two writers’approaches to the topic and makes developed
evaluative comments which clearly illustrate the differences
between them. There is some support from the text which is
sometimes analysed in critical terms but could be evaluated
more successfully terms of how ‘powerfully’it conveys the
writers'ideas.

Question 5

20 + 12 marks
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Examiner commentary for Question 5

The candidate has a strong sense of the audience and makes
comments about their possible reactions to what is being said
and their response to the candidate who is proposing this idea.
There is much effective use of rhetorical devices and a good
control of sentence structure which is often used for effect. The
overall piece is slightly imbalanced, however, as too long is spent
on the anecdote about running with an uncle before briefly
coming back to the main point.

Exemplar Candidate Work
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Exemplar 6 - total 50 marks
Question 1

Exemplar Candidate Work

3 marks

Examiner commentary for Question 1

The responses are mostly accurate but the response to 1b
should respond to the ‘why’ prompt by explaining in the
candidate’s own words why Hazlitt does not like walking and
talking at the same time.
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Question 2

2 marks

Examiner commentary for Question 2

There is a valid connection of some kind being made here

but the candidate needs to do more work to explain what it is
that Hazlitt is trying to forget about the town and what exactly
is inferred by the quotation from Clarkson. They should also
try to make at least one more connection as the task asks for
similarities in the plural.
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Question 3

6 marks
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Examiner commentary for Question 3

The candidate begins the analysis well with detailed comments
on Clarkson’s use of informal language but then becomes more
descriptive and vague. There is too little clear comment about
structure and the final quotation is taken from outside the
specified lines.
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Question 4

3 + 6 marks
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Examiner commentary for Question 4

The candidate makes a clear comparison between the ways

the two texts present their desire for freedom from rules and
restrictions. It is clear about the difference between their
approaches and uses suitable references from each text. It does
not really address the 'how far do you agree’ part of the question;
it prefers to oppose the two pieces rather than explore the
degrees of convergence and divergence between them.

Exemplar Candidate Work
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Question 6

20 +11 marks
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Exemplar Candidate Work

This responses demonstrated a completely secure
understanding of the form and purpose of the text and adapts
its material successfully for a specific audience. A range of
vocabulary and sentence structure is used accurately but there
is too little attempt to use more ambitious and sophisticated
words and phrases. The description of the trip as‘amazing; for
example, is more limited than the description of the cathedrals
as exquisite but even ‘exquisite’lacks the precision and
imagination required for the top band.

60
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Exemplar 7 - total 45 marks
Question 1

4 marks

Examiner commentary for Question 1

The candidate answers all three questions successfully but there
is no need to include a quotation in the response to 1b.
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Question 2

4 marks

Examiner commentary for Question 2

The candidate explains two clear connections clearly and
provides suitable evidence. A more concise response, however,
would allow the candidate time to make a third connection and

achieve full marks.
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Question 3

7 marks
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Examiner commentary for Question 3

The candidate demonstrates a good understanding of the
contrast between the two paragraphs. Details are selected from
each text to demonstrate how this contrast works. Although the
candidate selects some suitable quotations and identifies some
basic techniques, the explanations of the quotations tend to be
imprecise. Words like ‘positive’and ‘negative’are a good starting
points but more precise vocabulary would help the candidate
gain higher marks.



GCSE (9- 1) English Language Exemplar Candidate Work

Question 4

3 + 7 marks
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Examiner commentary for Question 4

The candidate makes a clear evaluation of which text better
matches the statement and tried to provide evidence to
support their ideas. The candidate moves effectively back and
forth between the two texts using quotations to show the
similarities and differences. There are some missed opportunities
to evaluate what makes these quotations effective, however,
particularly in the discussion of the prison camp image. The
concluding paragraph is too brief; this task requires an ending
that draws together what has been discussed and a final
judgement about how far each text reflects the statement.

Question 5

12 + 8 marks

Exemplar Candidate Work
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Exemplar Candidate Work

Examiner commentary for Question 5

This candidate clearly understands that the purpose of the
task is to persuade and adopts a suitable style. There is some
interaction with the audience when the candidate expresses
an objection the audience might raise about the bring nature
of walking. There is, however, too little sense that this is an
audience of younger people which a few references to school

and parents would have quickly addressed. Although the style is
appropriate and the piece begins with a clear sense of direction,
the conclusion is slightly rushed and is not allocated a separate
paragraph. Ending a response successfully is one key marker of
a more effective response. Some complex vocabulary is spelled
correctly but some sentences are constructed awkwardly.
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Exemplar 8 - total 40 marks
Question 1

Exemplar Candidate Work

3 marks

Examiner commentary for Question 1

This a successful set of responses but in both 1b and 1c the
candidate offers more detail than is required. Three possible
answers are given for 1b and four for 1c. Fortunately the first one
is accurate or a mark may not have been awarded.
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Question 2

3 marks

Examiner commentary for Question 2

The first connection offered by the candidate is valid but it of the use of the word 'heart’is useful because it helps explain
would have been good to have more explanation of what Clarkson’s view of the countryside but labelling it (inaccurately)
exactly Clarkson was escaping from. The second connection is as an adjective shows some misunderstanding fo what the task
also valid but only evidence from one text is presented. There is requires.

also some irrelevant use of subject terminology. The discussion
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Question 3

6 marks
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Examiner commentary for Question 3

The candidate tends to stray outside the specified lines in this
response. There is some clear engagement with language in the
discussion of the word 'simple’and the comparison to the space
shuttle’s instruction manual. There is some attempt to engage
with structure in the final paragraph but the comments on effect
tend to be quite general. It would be good for the candidate

to identify specific details which makes the contrast between
paragraphs 3 and 4 much clearer.
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Question 4

3 + 6 marks
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Examiner commentary for Question 4

The candidate makes some clear connections between the two
texts and makes some general comments about how the writers
convey their ideas. The candidate should have used a wider
range of quotations to illustrate the differing tones of the two
texts. The response comes to a rather abrupt halt which suggests
the candidate ran out of either time or energy. There is some
attempt, however, to address the 'how far do you agree’' prompt
in the task.

Exemplar Candidate Work
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Question 6

11 + 8 marks
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Examiner commentary for Question 6

The candidate has an awareness of audience and purpose which
is reflected in the humorous asides throughout the text. There

is also some ambitious vocabulary, which sometimes lacks
precision, and an attempt to very sentence structure for effect.
The best word from the marks scheme to describe this response
would be inconsistent but its attempts to achieve an effect
would certainly gain more credit than a more straightforward
piece which was more competent.
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Exemplar 9 - total 35 marks
Question 1

2 marks
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{e) Look dgain at lines 9-12.
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Examiner commentary for Question 1

The candidate selects one relevant quotation for 1a but the
second quotation is not clearly relevant. For 1b the candidate is
awarded the mark but would have benefited from being more
precise. 1c requires candidates to explain using their own words
so the quotation this candidate offers gains no marks.
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Question 2 is about Text 1, On Going on a Journey by William Hazlitt and Text 2, Jackboots Rule the
Countryside by Jeremy Clarkson.

2 William Hazlitt and Jeremy Clarkson both go for a walk in the country.
What are the similarities in the things they like about the countryside?

Draw on evidence from both texts to support your answer. [6]
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This response shows some ability to make connections but
lacks focus. The candidate should explain each connection and
provide evidence from both texts for the connection before
moving to the next connection.
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Question 3

Exemplar Candidate Work

4 marks
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Although this candidate does use some idiosyncratic
expressions this response is not marked for writing so their
overall would only affected if their ideas were expressed
unclearly or imprecisely. There are some well selected quotations
and relevant comments about Clarkson;s feelings and the
readers'likely reaction. The precise meanings of quotations,
however, are not clearly explained and the comments on
structure tend to be simplistic comments on how long or short a
particular sentence is.
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Question 4

2 + 3 marks
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As with Q3 there are some well chosen quotations and an
attempt to explain the impact on the reader but there is

too little direct response to the statement. There are some
evaluative comments about each quotation but they tend to be
generalised comments about how strong the writer's feelings
are rather than precise evaluations of each quotation. The final
paragraphs attempts evaluation but focuses too much on how
powerful each one is and too little on how far they reflect the
statement.
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Question 5

14 + 7 marks

...m...mmmnq....Lumﬂ.ﬂm..mufmm

0oy, an mm 0. bic . Yo ohesl . £ omaziagly.. fmr&m;
Uk L. (AL Mf}iﬂm et L. JFad. Jﬁi Laihie 0.l

ﬁm Imz IIJH.M} ﬂ m 15 WIMLW&M ﬂm&rm ,ﬂm
PO Sone Eg. . PleCEron(. el bhan. gt bard ;.




GCSE (9- 1) English Language Exemplar Candidate Work

tnonge. TAAL L. Oaining... k... 4. Sudent. kant 4......

SmetIng. oo Onanye,. AOberee... (. LAY ... 0. Seehiag..
ant G S0 Enaks Mun L s f b ke L am. 20 g,

ANk LA uanAg.. L ECCRLY. cns. 0. Yo Spatl ...
St S B A OO ... Q.. LAGICE.... A A 5. UhHerent




GCSE (9- 1) English Language Exemplar Candidate Work

.-th‘fq,..Eﬂ.i,n..mat....P.ﬂf...m_hm__-._______ému___du..tgm...jfﬁt.ﬂm&b..ﬁkﬂ'.-‘
N it he_ ahle k0. (GIAK. goud £ fic.an houe oF. fhat. Laedid
ekt }ﬁcﬂruxﬂﬂﬁ M Q0. fo. SO Ltk e Lt
ends.....

RN WO SN

.Elf;tm & u‘cﬂimﬁuf 1J- «!um ar. q.':m;? JEMW ﬂ#ﬂy ﬂﬂ.{{ﬁﬂ@
A0 bl bt . RALE.Jeh b e, b edhg. Olkdaal...

W gy to... bnng. Youe. JUCeLL. (0. you. e dlth, wmw
7/ O O T ?mm’r (han el 120, :;?f’frrffg
o0 YAAC...Aream. [ eOWRy.-.....

89 © OCR 2017



GCSE (9- 1) English Language

W \onaelt, becuuie. (oo andl L 0t ona. 6hds G damabte
ML et qang. &6 help. il BUL. f g Qe (M L.........
Thane ot turenmg, ana fuze 40 s ya do ...
B teatigm..pn..om0. Jhotito. 00 Cotg. OUbidll..................

This candidate has a good sense of the style required by the task
and uses some rhetorical devices and some varied sentences.
There is also a clear attempt to engage with the audience and
persuade them to change. Towards the end, however, the piece
is distracted by the idea of doing exercise rather than playing on
electronic devices and loses focus on the idea of going outside.
The response lack shape and, just when it seems to be drawing
to a close, introduces a new topic such as university application.
It would benefit from better planning beforehand. The excessive
length of the response also leads to a deterioration in the
accuracy of spelling and punctuation as the piece goes on.
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Exemplar 10 - total 34 marks
Question 1

Exemplar Candidate Work

3 marks

Examiner commentary for Question 1

The candidate’s responses to 1b and 1c are correct even though
there is too much information quoted for 1c. The second
quotation offered for 1a is not acceptable, however, because it
is too long. The candidate must select only the precise words
required to answer the question, i.e.'l like to go by myself’
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Question 2

0 marks

Examiner commentary for Question 2

not like about the countryside when the question asks for details

This response does not address the task because it does not
which shows what he does like about the countryside.

make a clear connection between the two texts. It also presents
details from Clarkson’s text which describe what Clarkson does
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Question 3

1T mark
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Examiner commentary for Question 3

Unfortunately, most of this response is irrelevant as it refers

to material outside the specified lines. The brief reference to
being guided and controlled by signposts is relevant but is not
approached as a language analysis task.
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Question 4

2 + 4 marks
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The candidate gives a clear general overview of both texts and
identifies the main points of comparison between both texts.
Although the candidate does explain the meanings of each
quotation that is used, the candidate does not evaluate how
the ideas are expressed or compare the writers'methods. The
candidate should make clearer reference to the statement and
how far each text reflects the statement.
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Question 5

13 + 11 marks
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Examiner commentary for Question 5

This is a competent piece which has a well judged length.

The candidate use of a range of rhetorical devices shows a

clear understanding of the purpose of the talk. There are some
references to the experience of students coming to the end of
their school career which create some sense of audience but the
text could be more firmly located in that context. Paragraphs are
generally organised around one idea but the third paragraph
merges two ideas. There is a clear sense of direction and the
penultimate paragraph is a fairly effective call to action but its
impact is somewhat blunted by adding, Thank you for your time!
The candidate makes use of a wide range of sentence structures
including at least one example of antithesis. There is, however, a
tendency to use the same technique, e.qg. imperative sentences,
too many times which makes the text seem a little repetitive.
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