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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2017 examination series. 

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied. 

Please always refer to the specification (http://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/219391-specification-accredited-as-level-
gce-music-h143.pdf ) for full details of the assessment for 
this qualification. These exemplar answers should also be 
read in conjunction with the sample assessment materials 
and the June 2017 Examiners’ Report to Centres available 
on the OCR website http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/. 

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2018. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this). 

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/219391-specification-accredited-as-level-gce-music-h143.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/219391-specification-accredited-as-level-gce-music-h143.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/219391-specification-accredited-as-level-gce-music-h143.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
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High level

Learner set brief: Jazz/funk after party

Candidate 1

Full brief
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Click here 
to listen
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Examiner commentary
General comment

The candidate submitted two instrumental jazz compositions, 
which is perfectly acceptable. In this case, the candidate has 
successfully played to their strengths, showing an excellent 
command of the funky jazz language, but at the same time, 
producing two contrasted pieces.

Brief

The brief is detailed and includes the elements which indicate 
the composer’s intentions. Though overly long for a brief, it is 
nevertheless thoughtful and appropriate in content.

Response to the brief and ideas

An excellent command of the musical language here, in a 
slightly bigger band setting than for Composition 1. The 
Sage, Gateshead remains the venue, but here the piece has 
been successfully reimagined to be used in the festival after-
party. There is a suitably exuberant feel to the music, and 
the jazz elements are conveyed with style. The instrumental 
line-up is wholly suitable and the musical ideas are creatively 
and assuredly shaped. The listener is never left in any doubt 
regarding the style and idiom; this piece meets the brief very 
well.

Compositional techniques

The use of instrumental solos and contrasted tutti sections gives 
this an idiomatic feel. Confident writing for all instruments here, 
and a good understanding of sound-blending. The layering 
effects are managed well also, while melodic and rhythmic 
elements are creative and energetic. An excellent overview of 
the piece is evident in a tight structure, as well as harmonic 
and rhythmic development. Carefully manicured textures and a 
sense of purpose are evident throughout.

Communication

An animated and lively realisation which has come to fruition 
through knowledgeable use of articulation, phrasing and 
dynamic variety. 
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High level

Learner set brief: Compose a song in a contemporary popular style and in a minor key to be performed 
at an open mic night in the Luna Lounge, Leytonstone.  This should feature lead vocals and accompanying 
instruments typically used in this style of music (Drum Kit, Guitar, Bass Guitar and Keyboards).  You may 
use pre-existing lyrics or write your own. 

Candidate 2

Your love hurts
And I don’t understand why
When I feel at peace and it  
Keeps changing my mind. 
I can feel your stare travelling through me.  
But when I look at you, your eyes are 
empty.

Free me from despair
And at least pretend to care. 
Don’t confuse me any longer. 
Don’t make my love grow stronger
 
Chorus
Your love hurts 
It gets right through and it takes
But it never gives back
What we had
Your love hurts my soul but I can’t 
Give up 

You linger over my shoulder. 
Weight of fear makes me colder
And the world is plain and grey.
 

Don’t bring me down any longer
Don’t push me down any further
I don’t want to stay this way.

So free me from despair 
And at least pretend to care
Don’t confuse me longer
I don’t make my love grow stronger
 
Chorus
Your love hurts 
It gets right through and it takes
But it never gives back
What we had
Your love hurts my soul but I can’t 
Give up 

Guitar solo / Vocal adlib

Outro/Chorus

Your love hurts 
And it gets right through and it takes 
But it never gives back 
What we had 
Your love hurts my soul but I can’t
Give up
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Examiner commentary
General comment

The candidate submitted two ballade–like compositions, which 
is perfectly permissible. There is no requirement to contrast 
the two compositions. This second learner set brief is in a 
Contemporary Popular style.

Brief

The brief is well written and includes all elements required; it is 
concise and to the point, and clearly describes the composer’s 
intentions.

Response to the brief and ideas

The response to the learner set brief is wholly appropriate and 
the style is immediately conveyed to the listener. The coherent 
stylistic features demonstrate a very good understanding of the 
style, and ideas are largely effective and inventive. This would 
be wholly convincing in the suggested setting and adheres 
consistently to the ideas laid out in the brief. Words are original 
and set within a straightforward structure.

Compositional techniques

The popular style has a convincing feel and the instrumental 
part writing is effective. Perhaps a little more scope for variety 
in the drum kit writing but the instrumental break is very 
suitable and the writing is mainly very idiomatic. Word setting 
is secure and shows a good understanding of rhythm and 
phrase structure. The harmony is appropriate for the style, 
and progressions are secure and convincing throughout. The 
melodic writing is inventive and uses good range and rhythmic 
variety. The overall structure is clear, and shifts between major 
sections are handled well.

Communication

Well produced and vivid in realisation, capturing the listener’s 
attention throughout. Subtle dynamic contouring and musical 
ends of phrases show a creative and musical understanding of 
the overall structure, ensuring excellent communication at all 
times.

In conclusion, this is a very strong submission of a vocal 
composition which adheres carefully to the brief and shows a 
coherent understanding of style, structure and harmonic colour. 
Although not attaining full marks, the work is very convincing 
and has few weaknesses at this level.
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High level

Learner set brief: To compose a piece for string quartet in the style of a Scotish jig, to be performed to 
attendees of a festival celebrating Scottish culture later this year, alongside a later choreographed dance. 
The piece should make use of distinct phrases and feature various common conventions in Scottish 
music, and in composition for strings. Furthermore, given the nature of the occasion, the piece should aim 
to create and convey a festival mood throughout. 

Candidate 3

Click here 
to listen
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Examiner commentary
General comment

Although not fully compelling in terms of musical communication, 
there is an overall understanding of the brief.

Brief

The brief is wholly suitable in outlining a style, an occasion and 
venue, together with an imaginative slant for choreographed 
dance. It also indicates the intended instrumentation, character 
and typically stylistic features to be included.

Response to the brief and ideas

The festive mood is quite buoyantly created in this jig style 
piece, and the Scottish style is largely conveyed. Using a 
string quartet, this can be imagined as being used in a festival 
or danced to in a choreographed setting. Ideas show some 
imagination but are not always fully convincing.

Compositional techniques

The writing is idiomatically conceived for string quartet and the 
textures are managed with variety and creativity. Thought has 
been given to the balance of melodic and moving parts given 
to each instrument, and there is always some interest in the 
part writing as a result. The harmony largely works, although 
is perhaps a little unimaginative, particularly in approaches 
to cadences and progressions; these are not always forward-
moving, causing some redundant phrasing. The dotted rhythms 
give the melodic lines a Scottish feel, and drones/pedals 
add to the Celtic flavour. Melodic phrasing is not always fully 
successful, though there are some good ideas and much of this 
works well.

Communication

Quite a lively and colourful realisation, although perhaps a little 
slow for a jig.

Thoughtful and detailed articulation and phrasing, together 
with dynamic variety combine well to bring the music to life. 
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High level

Learner set brief: Compose a piece of music in an expressionist style, making use of serial techniques. 
The piece of music is to mark the opening of a new contemporary art exhibition at the Barbican Centre, 
exploring the lives of insects. 

You should write for an ensemble of instruments similar to that used in expressionist chamber music of 
the early 20th century and should aim to emulate the musical language of the composers of the Second 
Viennese school.

Candidate 4

Click here 
to listen
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Examiner commentary
General comment

An excellent brief which is to the point and direct in its 
intentions. Containing a style, an occasion, musical language and 
instrumentation, this is typically what would expect to attract full 
marks.

Response to the brief and ideas

The composer has set out to write an expressionistic piece 
using serialistic language typical of Schoenberg and Webern. 
The overall impact of the music very much accomplishes what 
is set out in the brief. The tone row and versions have been 
usefully provided (although this is not strictly necessary) and 
the language and style are convincing. The length is concise, as 
is typical of the style, and the response, as a result, idiomatically 
pithy. Instrumental choices are apt and wholly suitable for the 
occasion, and the title works well also, giving an immediate 
impact to the music; it demonstrates an empathetic response 
to the initial brief and relevance to the subject matter of the 
occasion.

Compositional techniques

The handling of the tone rows demonstrates an excellent 
understanding and familiarity with the style. Pointillistic 
textures, instrumental effects and complex rhythmic writing 
are employed with control and the overall structure is largely 
convincing. Instrumental writing is idiomatically handled, and 
contrapuntal writing is effective. Motifs are strong and the 
development of these gives shape and cohesion to the piece.

Communication

This midi version of the piece has been carefully produced, 
and the balance and dynamic contours are largely effective. 
Detailed articulations give character and shape to phrases 
and performance indications present on the score are vividly 
translated into the recording. As with section 1, the score itself 
is not marked, but is useful in showing an understanding of the 
style; it might be referred to by examiners to confirm the aural 
impact of the recording.

In this case, the score confirms an excellent overall 
understanding of the Second Viennese School and the 
presence of detailed dynamics, articulations and performance 
directions ensures that the aural impact of the music itself is 
both meaningful and engaging.

Summary

This composition is an excellent example of a candidate set 
brief being fully met. Small shortcomings in technique and 
communication here, but overall a very high scoring piece of 
work.
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