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INTRODUCTION
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the
summer 2017 examination series.
OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars,
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has
been applied.
Please always refer to the specification (http://www.ocr.
org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-latin-h043-h443-from2016/#as-level) for full details of the assessment for this
qualification. These exemplar answers should also be read
in conjunction with the sample assessment materials and
the June 2017 Examiners’ Report to Centres available on
the OCR website http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/.
The question paper, mark scheme and any resource
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from
summer 2018. Until then, they are available on OCR
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for
this).
It is important to note that approaches to question
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may
make small adjustments to improve the performance of
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive
changes.

3

© OCR 2018

AS Level Latin

Exemplar Candidate Work

Question 2d
Read the following passages and answer the questions.
ac si quis tot casus vita
superaverit, trahi adhuc diversas in terras ubi per nomen agrorum 10
uligines paludum vel inculta montium accipiant. enimvero militiam
ipsam gravem, infructuosam: denis in diem assibus animam
et corpus aestimari: hinc vestem arma tentoria, hinc saevitiam
centurionum et vacationes munerum redimi. at hercule verbera
et vulnera, duram hiemem, exercitas aestates, bellum atrox aut 15
sterilem pacem sempiterna.
Tacitus Annals I.17
(d)

ac si quis … sempiterna (lines 9–16): how does the speaker’s language emphasise the negative 		
aspects of being a soldier?
Make four points and support your answer with reference to the Latin text. 			

[8]

Exemplar response 1 - 6 mark answer
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Examiner commentary
Point 1 – the candidate is given benefit of the doubt that
they know the meaning of per nomen, on the basis that their
discussion makes it highly implausible that they do not!
However, it is strongly recommended that candidates are trained
either to translate or to explain in discussion what quoted Latin
means. The answer earns 2/2.
Point 2 – the point needs to be made more clearly, and it is not
evident how the Latin given directly relates to it. The answer
scores 0/2.
Point 3 – the point is valid, and shows that relatively
straightforward, self-contained phrases such as at hercle can earn
the marks available if relevant and clearly explained. The answer
scores 2/2.
Point 4 – it could be argued that the point is brief, but again
there is enough here for 2/2. ‘emphasises’ is taken to mean ‘draws
attention to’, which is likely to be Tacitus’ intended effect here.
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Exemplar response 2 - 8 mark answer

Examiner commentary
This answer is given as an example of full marks on this question.
All points are valid, with sufficient Latin to support them.
6
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Question 2f
Read the following passages and answer the questions.
ceteri tribunal
ingenti agmine circumveniunt. stabat Drusus silentium manu
poscens. illi quoties oculos ad multitudinem rettulerant, vocibus
truculentis strepere, rursum viso Caesare trepidare; murmur
incertum, atrox clamor et repente quies; diversis animorum 10
motibus pavebant terrebantque.
Tacitus Annals I.25
(f )

ceteri … terrebantque (lines 6–11): how does Tacitus make his description of this scene vivid and
dramatic?
Make three points and support your answer with reference to the Latin text.			

[6]

Exemplar response 1 - 6 mark answer
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Examiner commentary
This answer is given as an example of full marks on this question.
All points are valid, with sufficient Latin to support them.
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Question 2i
In the sections of the Annals you have read, in what ways does Tacitus create a vivid picture of the
breakdown of military discipline in the army?
In your response you are expected, where relevant, to draw on material from those parts of the text that
you have studied in English, as well as those parts you have read in Latin.
			[10]

Exemplar response 1 - 4 mark answer
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Examiner commentary
The essay seems to fit the level 2 descriptor ‘limited knowledge
and understanding of the material’. There is occasional reference
to the text, for example the Blaesus and Vibullenus episodes and
the whipping of the centurions. The first point requires greater
detail to justify the statement that the scene creates a ‘vivid
picture’. The essay is given 4 rather than 3 since the candidate
has recollected that Vibulenus was lying about his brother and
there is some evidence that they are answering the question,
linking in the whipping of the centurions to the lack of respect
being shown to them. A higher level answer might have added,
for example, that Vibulenus’ lie shows us that he was stirring up
discontent without foundation, and might have referred to the
energetic and mutinous speeches in more detail.

Exemplar response 2 - 9 mark answer
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Examiner commentary
This essay would seem to fit level 5. There are references to
material outside of the set lines, for example Augustus’ difficulties
in finding a successor and the uncertainty which followed.
From the set lines, the candidate also covers Percennius stirring,
Blaesus losing control, violence against the commanders and
literary techniques. The candidate includes some good detail
and perceptive points. To score 10/10, the candidate would
have needed a little more detail in the discussion of literary
techniques.
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Examiner commentary
This essay would seem to fit level 5. There are references to
material outside of the set lines, for example Augustus’ difficulties
in finding a successor and the uncertainty which followed.
From the set lines, the candidate also covers Percennius stirring,
Blaesus losing control, violence against the commanders and
literary techniques. The candidate includes some good detail
and perceptive points. To score 10/10, the candidate would
have needed a little more detail in the discussion of literary
techniques.
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