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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2017 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied. 

Please always refer to the specification (http://www.ocr.
org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-classical-greek-h044-
h444-from-2016/) for full details of the assessment for this 
qualification. These exemplar answers should also be read 
in conjunction with the sample assessment materials and 
the June 2017 Examiners’ Report to Centres available on 
the OCR website http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/.

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2018. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this). 

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
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Question 3(b)

3 Read the following passages and answer the questions.

ὦ φίλοι, οὐ γάρ ἴδμεν ὅπῃ ζόφος οὐδ᾽ ὅπῃ ἠώς,
οὐδ᾽ ὅπῃ ἠέλιος φαεσίμβροτος εἶσ᾽ ὑπὸ γαῖαν
οὐδ᾽ ὅπῃ ἀννεῖται· ἀλλὰ φραζώμεθα θᾶσσον
εἴ τις ἔτ᾽ ἔσται μῆτις· ἐγὼ δ᾽ οὔκ οἴομαι εἶναι.
εἶδον γὰρ σκοπιὴν ἐς παιπαλόεσσαν ἀνελθὼν
νῆσον, τὴν πέρι πόντος ἀπείριτος ἐστεφάνωται.
αὐτὴ δὲ χθαμαλὴ κεῖται· καπνὸν δ᾽ ἐνὶ μέσσῃ
ἔδρακον ὀφθαλμοῖσι διὰ δρυμὰ πυκνὰ καὶ ὕλην.”
                                           Homer, Odyssey X.190–197

 (b) ὦ φίλοι … ὕλην (lines 6–13): how does Homer convey the difficult situation Odysseus and  
  his men are in?

  Make four points and support your answer with reference to the Greek text.  [8]

Exemplar 1 – 6 out of 8 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response is set out clearly in paragraphs, though the first 
two seem to go together; there is scope to sharpen the analysis 
here, particularly with reference to the balanced phrasing. 

In the third paragraph, there is a good selection from the Greek 
text, but the point made could be developed more clearly. 

The next two paragraphs are much more clearly expressed with 
good use of the Greek text and were awarded 2 marks each.
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Exemplar 2 – 7 out of 8 marks
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Examiner commentary
This is generally an effective response to the question. The 
answer is well organised, and the points made are reasonably 
well-supported with relevant material from the text. 

The third paragraph was only awarded one mark because the 
reference to the island seemed confusing; the point is that 
Odysseus and his men are on the island and so cut off from the 
rest of the world.



Exemplar Candidate Work

8

AS Level Classical Greek

© OCR 2017

Question 3(e)

Exemplar 3 – 8 out of 8 marks

3 Read the following passages and answer the questions.

εἷσεν δ᾽ εἰσαγαγοῦσα κατὰ κλισμούς τε θρόνους τε, 
ἐν δέ σφιν τυρόν τε καὶ ἄλφιτα καὶ μέλι χλωρὸν 
οἴνῳ Πραμνείῳ ἐκύκα· ἀνέμισγε δὲ σίτῳ 
φάρμακα λύγρ᾽, ἵνα πάγχυ λαθοίατο πατρίδος αἴης. 
αὐτὰρ ἐπεὶ δῶκέν τε καὶ ἔκπιον, αὐτίκ᾽ ἔπειτα 
ῥάβδῳ πεπληγυῖα κατὰ συφεοῖσιν ἐέργνυ. 
οἱ δὲ συῶν μὲν ἔχον κεφαλὰς φωνήν τε τρίχας τε 
καὶ δέμας, αὐτὰρ νοῦς ἦν ἔμπεδος ὡς τὸ πάρος περ. 
ὣς οἱ μὲν κλαίοντες ἐέρχατο· τοῖσι δὲ Κίρκη 
πάρ ῥ᾽ ἄκυλον βάλανόν τ᾽ ἔβαλεν καρπόν τε κρανείης 
ἔδμεναι, οἷα σύες χαμαιευνάδες αἰὲν ἔδουσιν. 

                                          Homer, Odyssey X.233–243

 (e) εἷσεν δ᾽ … ἔδουσιν (lines 1–11): how does Homer convey the strangeness and pathos of  
  the event described in these lines? 

  Make four points and support your answer with reference to the Greek text.  [8]
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Examiner commentary
This was judged a very effective answer, though the opening 
paragraph appeared to run together two points. 

The candidate shows a good grasp of the Greek text and 
relates the selections clearly to the points they are making. This 
continues with the selection of detail in later paragraphs, though 
there is scope to make more of the exotic details of the magical 
elements of this passage. 

The final comment at the end of the passage to some degree 
undermines the answer, but at least in this style of question the 
marks have already been awarded.
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Exemplar 4 – 8 out of 8 marks
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Examiner commentary
This question was generally answered effectively by candidates.  

Here there is a well-structured response, with each point raised 
in the answer supported by confident use of the Greek text.

The text offered other, perhaps better, opportunities for 
discussion, but these points were certainly relevant and covered 
in the mark scheme.
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How effectively does Homer characterise Odysseus as a leader?

In your response you are expected, where relevant, to make use of material that you have    
studied in English translation, as well as those parts you have read in Greek.    [10]

Question 3(g)

Exemplar 5 – 7 out of 10 marks
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Examiner commentary
This essay contains a reasonable amount of detail from the text, 
though the candidate is less able to set out how the events 
selected reflect on Odysseus’ leadership. For this reason the mark 
reaches Level 4, but the lack of development prevents the award 
of a higher mark. 

By offering some critical commentary on the events selected, 
the candidate would be able to set out relevant considerations 
about leadership, but by focusing more on narrative detail this 
opportunity is missed.
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Exemplar 6 – 9 out of 10 marks
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Examiner commentary
This essay contains a very good range of material from the set 
text, and reveals an excellent understanding of the material 
studied and its relevance to the question. 

The candidate is able to select from the available material 
effectively, and presents a nuanced discussion of leadership. 

There is scope to make more of the help offered by the gods in 
the context of the poem, as a close relationship with a god could 
be seen as a sign of high standing. 

There is also scope to draw on the wider Odyssey story to 
support aspects of Odysseus’ leadership; this keeps the mark at 
the bottom of Level 5, rather than at the top.
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Exemplar 7 – 10 out of 10 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response includes detailed knowledge of the set text, 
and excellent understanding is demonstrated by the precise 
selection of relevant detail. 

Although this essay is relatively short, it covers a very good range 
of examples and is carefully structured to support a coherent 
response to the question. 

The candidate goes beyond the set material to include other 
relevant examples from the poem. There is certainly scope to 
make more of some of these examples, especially where there 
is an opportunity to criticise Odysseus’ leadership, but the 
confident handling of the example selected certainly suggests a 
Level 5 response.
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