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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2017 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied. 

Please always refer to the specification (http://www.ocr.
org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-classical-greek-h044-
h444-from-2016/) for full details of the assessment for this 
qualification. These exemplar answers should also be read 
in conjunction with the sample assessment materials and 
the June 2017 Examiners’ Report to Centres available on 
the OCR website http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/.

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2018. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this). 

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
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Question 2(d)

2 Read the following passages and answer the questions.

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ὃ	 δὲ	 πάντων 
ἀλογώτατον,	 ὅτι	 οὐδὲ	 τὰ	 ὀνόματα	 οἷόν	 τε	 αὐτῶν	 εἰδέναι	 καὶ 
εἰπεῖν,	πλὴν	εἴ	τις	κωμῳδοποιὸς	τυγχάνει	ὤν.	ὅσοι	δὲ	φθόνῳ	καὶ 
διαβολῇ	 χρώμενοι	 ὑμᾶς	 ἀνέπειθον,	 οἱ	 δὲ	 καὶ	 αὐτοὶ	 πεπεισμένοι 
ἄλλους	 πείθοντες,	 οὗτοι	 πάντες	 ἀπορώτατοί	 εἰσιν·	 οὐδὲ	 γὰρ 
ἀναβιβάσασθαι	οἷόν	τ᾽	ἐστὶν	αὐτῶν	ἐνταυθοῖ	οὐδ᾽	ἐλέγξαι	οὐδένα, 
ἀλλ᾽	 ἀνάγκη	ἀτεχνῶς	ὥσπερ	 σκιαμαχεῖν	 ἀπολογούμενόν	 τε	 καὶ 
ἐλέγχειν	μηδενὸς	ἀποκρινομένου.		

                                                        Plato, Apology 18c–d

 (d) ὃ	δὲ	πάντων	…	ἀποκρινομένου	(lines 7–14): how does Socrates emphasise the    
  problems he faces in defending himself?

  Make four points and support your answer with reference to the Greek text.  [8]

Exemplar 1 – 8 out of 8 marks

 
 
 
10 
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Examiner commentary
This is a very effective response. The answer has been set out 
very clearly in four separate paragraphs so that the examiner 
can clearly identify what the candidate considers to be a point. 
Each of these makes clear reference to the text and shows a 
good understanding of the meaning of the word cited, whether 
dealing with individual words or with phrases, and there is a 
good awareness of context implicit in the discussion. 

Each of the points is also clearly related to the questions set, 
highlighting the problems faced by Socrates in his defence. 
The candidate clearly knows the material very well and has a 
confident grasp of the Greek language.
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Exemplar 2 – 8 out of 8 marks
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Examiner commentary
This is a well-organised answer, set out in paragraphs which 
highlight a specific issue and support what is said with clear 
references to the Greek text (apart from the lack of breathings). 
There is perhaps scope to explain a little more fully the point 
made in the first paragraph, though there was enough there for 
the examiner to award 2 marks. The second paragraph is well 
argued, and the final paragraph could be taken to include two 
separate points. 
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Question 2(g)

Exemplar 3 – 4 out of 6 marks

2 Read the following passages and answer the questions.

	 	 καὶ	 φαίνεται	 τοῦτον	 λέγειν	 τὸν	 Σωκράτη, 
προσκεχρῆσθαι	δὲ	 τῷ	ἐμῷ	ὀνόματι,	 ἐμὲ	παράδειγμα	ποιούμενος, 
ὥσπερ	ἂν	εἰ	εἴποι	ὅτι	“Οὗτος	ὑμῶν,	ὦ	ἄνθρωποι,	σοφώτατός	ἐστιν, 
ὅστις	ὥσπερ	Σωκράτης	ἔγνωκεν	ὅτι	οὐδενὸς	ἄξιός	ἐστι	τῇ	ἀληθείᾳ 
πρὸς	 σοφίαν.”	 ταῦτ᾽	 οὖν	 ἐγὼ	 μὲν	 ἔτι	 καὶ	 νῦν	 περιιὼν	 ζητῶ	 καὶ 
ἐρευνῶ	κατὰ	 τὸν	θεὸν	καὶ	 τῶν	ἀστῶν	καὶ	 ξένων	ἄν	 τινα	οἴωμαι 
σοφὸν	εἶναι· καὶ	ἐπειδάν	μοι	μὴ	δοκῇ,	τῷ	θεῷ	βοηθῶν	ἐνδείκνυμαι
ὅτι	οὐκ	ἔστι	σοφός.	 

                                                        Plato, Apology 23a–b

 (g) καὶ	φαίνεται	…	σοφός	(lines 3–10): show how vividly Plato presents Socrates’ argument in  
  these lines. 

  Make three points and support your answer with reference to the Greek text.  [6]

 
 
5 
 
 
 
 
10 



Exemplar Candidate Work

9

AS Level Classical Greek

© OCR 2017

Examiner commentary
In this response the answer is again well-structured, and the first 
two paragraphs make clear use of the Greek text to support the 
point the candidate is making. 

The final paragraph is much less clear, and there is a lack of 
certainty about the point made, which does not seem well-
chosen for this question. This final point could be improved by 
making a clear reference to Socrates’ mission to ‘help the god’, 
or by explaining the significance of the finding that the man 
questioned ‘is not wise’. That would enable credit to be given for 
this final point.
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Exemplar 4 – 6 out of 6 marks

Examiner commentary
This response is very clearly laid out, and each point is made 
clearly and effectively, citing relevant sections of the Greek text 
and making clear exactly what they mean and how they are 
relevant to the question. 

The candidate demonstrates a confident grasp of the material 
studied and use it very effectively to show how ‘vivid’ Plato’s 
presentation of Socrates’ defence is.
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‘In spite of all the clever arguments, Plato does not prove that Socrates was innocent.’  
To what extent do you agree with this view?

In your response you are expected, where relevant, to make use of material that you have    
studied in English translation, as well as those parts you have read in Greek.    [10]

Question 2(i)

Exemplar 5 – 5 out of 10 marks
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Examiner commentary
This is a relatively short essay, and while it starts with what 
appears to be a response to the question, the discussion is 
rather undermined by a lack of clarity in the examples. The basic 
idea seems to be a very sound one: to use the charges brought 
against Socrates and show how each of these is addressed 
within the speech. However this is not carried out very 
effectively in practice, as the charges are not stated as clearly as 
they could be, and so it is not clear exactly how the question is 
being addressed. Greater clarity over the charges would certainly 
help push the marks higher, though it would also be helpful to 
see a little more detail from different sections of the set text.
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Exemplar 6 – 8 out of 10 marks
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Examiner commentary
This essay demonstrates a good grasp of the text studied, 
and the candidate is able to select a good range of examples 
to support his discussion. However the reason this was not 
awarded Level 5 is that the examiner did not judge the 
understanding to be excellent, as there was scope to develop 
further the analysis of arguments presented in the answer. 

The candidate does refer to the charges brought against 
Socrates at the trial, but a clearer account of these would have 
made it easier to assess whether or not Socrates had done 
enough to address them. 

There is some good background detail (e.g. the discussion of 
Chaerephon), though there is scope to develop what is said 
further.  When the candidate turns to address the potential 
negative aspects of the speech, there is scope to make much 
more of Socrates’ methods and how these might lead to the 
charges brought against him. When the candidate says that 
‘Socrates tends to babble’, this really needs to be developed 
further as it is not immediately obvious what aspects of the 
speech are relevant here. So a stronger development here would 
help push the mark into Level 5.
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